
GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

GIEWS Country Brief 

       Malawi 

  
Reference Date: 25-May-2011 

 

FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Record maize crop harvested in 2011 

 Prices of maize remain at low levels in most markets, reflecting 
abundant domestic supplies and good crop prospects 

 Generally favourable food security conditions, but areas 
affected by floods and the dry spell remain a concern 

Record maize crop estimated for the 2010/11 
cropping season 

Harvesting of the country’s main food crop, maize, commenced in 
April. The recently released second round crop assessment, 
conducted by the government in March, estimates a record maize crop 
for the 2010/11 cropping season at about 3.85 million tonnes, 13 
percent larger than the previous season. Generally favourable rainfall 
over most of the country and assistance to farmers through the 
Government’s Farm Input Subsidy Programme (FISP) that benefited 
an estimated 1.6 million smallholder maize farmers, supported the 
production gains. However, some southern districts were affected by a 
dry spell in February, particularly the late planted crops in areas along 
the Shire River between Mangochi to Nsanje. These areas also 
experienced production short-falls during the last agricultural 
campaign.  
 
The Government announced the farm gate price for this season’s 
crops, with prices for maize set at MWK 25 per kg, compared to 
MWK 35 for the previous year. Given the good production estimates 
for the 2011 harvest, the country is anticipated to retain a significant 
surplus in the current 2011/12 marketing year (April/March).  
 
With regard to cash crops, an increase in the price of cotton induced 
farmers to expand plantings and this is expected to lead to a higher 
output in 2011. Estimates point to about 52 000 tonnes, compared with 
just under 30 000 tonnes in 2010. 

Low and stable maize prices across the country 
As a result of the bumper maize crop, which has enabled the country 
to maintain significant stocks, low and comparatively stable prices 
have been sustained throughout the 2010/11 marketing year. In April 
2011, the monthly average national price fell to MWK 29 per kg, its 
lowest level in the past three years, following modest seasonable 
increases in the previous three months. However, maize prices varied 
markedly across the country, with the lowest price observed in Mkanda 
in the south at MWK 11 per kg. By contrast maize grain was traded at 
a higher MWK 44 per kg in the northern city of Chitipa which may be 
attributed to the increasing prices in southern Tanzania during the 
beginning of the year. ADMARC (Agricultural Development and 
Marketing Corporation), the Government’s marketing agency, reduced 
its selling price for maize to MWK 40 per kg in February, down from 
MWK 60 earlier in the season, which is still above the prevailing 
national price average. This adjustment is expected to contribute in 
maintaining low maize prices. 
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Localised flooding and dry-spell result in some 
crop losses 

Conditions remain generally favourable in most areas of the country, 
due to a combination of lower staple food prices and generally good 
supplies. The maize harvest will further augment market and 
household supplies, improving food security conditions. However, 
recent heavy rains and flooding in the northern district of Karaonga has 
affected just over 5 600 households and caused localized crop 
damage, particularly to the cassava crop. Food and shelter have been 
provided to the affected households in efforts to alleviate the situation. 
In addition, production losses due to insufficient rains in some southern 
districts could negatively impact on households’ ability to replenish 
food stocks. The completion of the 2011 Malawi Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee (MVAC) report in the next month will provide 
further details on the level of food insecurity in the affected areas. 
 


