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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Passing of cyclone Bingiza in February caused flooding in 
north-eastern and south-eastern districts, damaging paddy 
fields 

 However, southern areas have received generally favourable 
rains throughout the agricultural season, supporting crop 
development 

 Rice prices decreased in recent months, but remain at high 
levels  

 Damage caused by cyclone Bingiza prolongs lean period of the 
affected households 

Rains improve in northern areas, but cyclone 
Bingiza causes crop damage 
The passing of cyclone Bingiza during mid-February damaged 
approximately 26 000 hectares of paddy crop in the northern districts, 
primarily affecting the Analanjirofo region in the north-east where 
Bingiza made land-fall. In addition, about 40 000 hectares of crops are 
estimated to have been affected in south-eastern areas. At the national 
level, the damage represents a relatively small portion of the total area 
planted to rice, however, given the predominantly subsistence 
agriculture in the affected area, any production short-fall is expected to 
impact local food availability. The heavy rains and strong winds also 
caused localised damage to cassava, coffee and fruit crops.  
 
In the central and southern regions, however, rainfall has generally been 
favourable during 2011. In northern areas, following delayed and deficient 
rains at the beginning of the season in November and December, which 
postponed planting activities, rains generally improved in 2011. Farmers 
were encouraged to use hybrid short-cycle rice varieties, to try and 
mitigate the effects of the late rains.  
 
Harvesting of some of the early planted rice crops has already begun in 
the Antananarivo plains, while in the southern districts the maize harvest 
is underway. 

Bumper rice harvest achieved in 2010 
A joint FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) 
in mid-2010 concluded that the rice harvest for the 2009/10 agriculture 
season reached about 4.8 million tonnes, in paddy terms, representing a 
5 percent increase over the previous year’s harvest. Rice production 
grew markedly in Alaotra Mangoro, Sofia and Sava regions, with 
favourable rainfall patterns supporting productivity. However, flooding and 
periods of drought in the south caused significant production short-falls, 
particularly in Androy and Anosy regions, where estimates indicate losses 
of 40 percent of the rice crop. Similarly, in the eastern areas of Vatovavy 
Fitovinany and Atsimo Atsinanana, flooding caused by cyclone Hubert 
resulted in significant losses of the second season paddy crop, estimates 
indicate a 70 percent fall in production.  

Local and imported rice prices remain high, but 
have fallen in recent months 
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Despite continued high price levels, new supplies from the early harvest 
have contributed to a decline in the price of local rice varieties in March 
compared to February. However, prices still remain high, having 
increased seasonally since July 2010 and in some areas price levels 
were strengthened further following trade route disruptions by cyclone 
Bingiza. Although  good supplies of imported rice  have helped  
maintain steady  price levels during the first three months of 2011,  the 
average price in March, at MGA 1243 per kg, was approximately 9 
percent higher than the previous three-year average. Similarly, prices of 
maize have decreased in March, on account of new supplies from the 
recent harvest, but levels differ markedly across the country, varying 
between MGA 500 and MGA 1000 per kg for grain.  

Cyclone damage prolongs lean period in south-
eastern districts 
Although cyclone Bingiza caused minimal damage to food stocks (mainly 
rice and cassava), the damage to crops is expected to impact food 
availability, particularly for households that transplanted their rice crops 
prior to the passing of Bingiza. A recent rapid joint assessment, carried 
out by the national Food Security Cluster (including FAO and partner 
agencies), in Manakara, Vohipeno, Farafangana and Vangaindrano 
districts indicates that the lean season of the affected households is 
expected to be prolonged compared to normal years, stretching until 
May. The assessment further indicates that, based on the household 
sample of the four districts, 167 370 people are categorized as severely 
food insecure, while 376 030 are moderately food insecure.  
 
At the national level, the 2010 CFSAM estimated that 2.6 million people 
would be severely food insecure in 2010/11, and an additional 2.2 million 
were categorised as moderately food insecure. 
  

 


