
 
Response 
 
• Given the need to respond to several influx flows simultaneously, and accommodate a large number of refugees, 

LRRRC has agreed to transform the Solo and Dougee Transit Sites in Grand Gedeh County into permanent camps. 
• An information campaign to raise awareness on refugees rights has commenced in Grand Gedeh, also informing    

refugees that UNHCR does not, at this moment, facilitate return to Cote d’Ivoire due to security related            
incidents.  

• UNMIL has heightened its alert systems at the Liberian border with Cote d’Ivoire, as well as increased its patrols 
along the border with Guinea in Bong County to avoid a spill‐over of the recent violence in Guinea. 

• The latest round of a Yellow Fever vaccination campaign has been completed, targeting a total of 133, 033 Ivorian 
refugees in Grand Gedeh, Maryland, Nimba and River Gee Counties. 
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HIGHLIGHTS AND SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 
• According to UNHCR, as of 22 May 2011, an estimated 182,581 Ivoirian refugees had crossed into Liberia since 

the influx commenced in November 2010. Out of this, 135,138 refugees have been registered under the              
emergency registration process, while 47,443 refugees have been individually registered. A verification exercise 
is ongoing. 

• In Grand Gedeh County, UNHCR estimates that the influx of newly arrived Ivoirians who reach the Janzon axis 
has reduced from 200/day the previous week to around 130/day over the reporting period. They claim that a 
large number of refugees may soon cross into Liberia through Pohan or Bawaydee. 

• Information gathered during a border monitoring visit to Toblee, in Grand Gedeh County, indicates that a group 
of Liberian men looted a village in Cote d’Ivoire. Armed elements in Cote d’Ivoire have vowed revenge, resulting 
in some 500 refugees from Toblee fleeing to Bare Town, citing security concerns. 

• There is still some pressure on Ivoirian civil servants and other Ivoirian refugees to return to their jobs in Cote 
d’Ivoire. 

• There have been reports of armed robbery in Grand Gedeh and Maryland Counties (including 2 unsuccessful 
attempts on UN staff residences) over the last 10 days. UNPOL and the Liberia National Police have been       
requested to increase patrols.  The Liberian Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN) conducted              
investigations into reports that 75 to 100 Liberian mercenaries had crossed into Liberia in the border areas    
between Zwedru in Grand Gedeh, and Harper in Maryland County. Although newly arrived civilian Ivoirian    
refugees were identified, no armed Liberian mercenaries were found.  

• BIN officials have reported that some of the 1400 Guinean asylum seekers who fled into Liberia’s northern Bong 
County two weeks ago have started to return to their villages in Guinea. 

• The UN Mission’s Special Representative of the Secretary‐General, Ellen Margrethe Løj, chaired an Open             
Discussion on the refugee situation in Liberia, which was attended by a delegation headed by the German     
Minister for Economic  Corporation and Development, and representatives from LRRRC, UN Agencies, and    
national and German media. The German Minister announced a €5 million contribution to southeastern Liberia 
(to be channeled through a German NGO). 

• Some sectors in the Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan have received inadequate funding. Urgent funding in 
these areas is needed to ensure refugees and host communities receive adequate and appropriate assistance.  



 HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
• Additional operational funds are required to support the health sector in human resources, logistics, supplies, 

and to replenish emergency supplies. 
• Recently arrived Ivoirian asylum seekers and people from Guinea remain in need of food and non‐food items 

such as clothes, cooking utensils, water and, sanitation assistance, and accommodation.  
• Assistance in accessing and paying for secondary health care remains a humanitarian need. 

 
RESPONSE AND COORDINATION 

 
Protection 
• In Maryland, UNICEF conducted a Rapid Needs Assessment to gauge protection issues and education needs affecting    

refugee children at the Bishop Ferguson transit centre, the Little Wlebo refugee camp, and 6 communities. The initial  
assessment report indicated that refugee children generally feel safe, but lack comprehensive education facilities. 

• In River Gee County, commencing 13 May, twenty registration monitors have been recruited, trained and deployed in 
eleven out of twenty‐five communities known to be hosting refugees. These monitors conduct Level II Registration of 
Ivorian Refugees. Mass registration at the 11 communities in River Gee County was completed on 17 May 2011, with 
monitors now conducting registration in the remaining fourteen communities. 

• The verification exercise in border communities in Nimba County was completed on the Buutuo and Gborplay axes and is    
continuing on the Luguatuo axis. To date, verification has been undertaken, and is ongoing in 40 communities. 20,508 
individuals have been verified (i.e. 28.7% of the initial baseline from emergency + individual registration figures). 

• Two, one day workshops, on SEA & GBV (on the IASC checklist and GBV mainstreaming), coordinated by UNFPA, were   
conducted in Sanniquellie and Saclepea in Nimba County. The workshops were facilitated by the Programme Manager of 
the GoL/UN SGBV Joint Programme, and UNCT Coordination Officer/ Prevention of SEA.  70 persons from government, 
international and national NGOs attended. 

• The GBV working group has updated the referral pathway for rape survivors, for Grand Gedeh County, and is updating the 
list of service providers in that County. UNFPA assessed  Solo and Dowge Transit Sites on aspects of GBV prevention, and 
has shared the findings with those responsible for site planning, shelter, and WASH.   

• UNFPA provided 1800 dignity kits for distribution to women and adolescents in Grand Gedeh County. 
• IOM, with the cooperation of UNMIL, supported the homeward transportation of 25 Ghanaians.. The verification process 

of Third Country Nationals and Returning Liberian migrants (RLM) in River Gee has been concluded, with 410 RLM being 
transported from their current location to their final destination in Liberia between 19‐22 May. IOM is also assisting 6  
Liberians who were stranded in Burkina Faso as a result of the conflict, to return to Liberia. UNHCR is assisting the return 
of 143 Liberian refugees who are currently in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire. 

• LRRRC held a meeting with a delegation from the Bishop Ferguson community following claims that refugees have        
destroyed 11 sugarcane farms in that community. According to LRRRC, the delegation had stated that affected community 
members are demanding compensation for their farms. LRRRC is conducting an investigation and is expected to refer its 
findings to the County Superintendent for intervention. 

• In Nimba, the Red Cross Movement restored contacts between refugees and their family members in Ivory Coast through 
80 free phone calls and seven Red Cross Messages. Four unaccompanied children were registered. In Grand Gedeh, one 
phone call was made to restore family contacts, 12 Red Cross messages collected and five separated and 20                       
unaccompanied children were registered. Follow up was made for two tracing cases. 

• Internews identified that four factors could weaken the current stability in the Liberian hosting communities: (i) pressure 
over resources (ii) ethnic divisions (iii) returning Liberian mercenaries (iv) forthcoming election tensions. 

 
Food Security  
• 0.7 MT of food was distributed through partner (Merlin) for the in‐patient care programme at the Martha Tubman hospital 

in Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County. Food distribution to host families in the Buutuo axis in Nimba County was scheduled to 
commence on 17 May for 27,710 beneficiaries (5'542 households) but trucks carrying the supplies were forced to turn 
back as they could not cross a damaged bridge. The trucks were diverted to Loguatuo axis where distribution was              
scheduled to commence later in the week for 20'280 beneficiaries (4'056 households). The bridge is currently under repair.  

• In Nimba County, FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture are to distribute rice production materials between 16‐24 May to 
2,600 host families (some 13,000 individuals) in border and relocation communities. The project intends to mitigate the 
risk of long‐term food insecurity and dependence on food aid among Liberian famers who have been hosting refugees , 
and who had as a consequence, depleted their food and rice seed stocks. The FAO rice production package for Nimba   
consists of upland or lowland rice, fertilizers, assorted tools and integrated pest management inputs. WFP is providing 
seed protection in the form of a two‐month food aid package to all beneficiaries. Collectively, all 13 partners in the food 
security sector in Liberia will assist more than 20,000 families with food production support. 

• In Grand Gedeh, Concern has identified 977 families in the tempo Axis, of which 625 are refugee families,  to benefit from 
seeds and tools distribution in the next farming season. The packages will include both seed rice (25kgs) and clean rice (25 
kgs). 
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
• UNICEF is supporting WASH activities in over 70 communities, Transit Centers and Way Stations.  
• In Nimba County,  UNICEF is continuing to support four NGOs (ACF, CIPORD, EQUIP, MC) in 38 communities for developing and 

improving water sources, sanitation arrangements, hygiene promotion, and distribution of WASH NFIs. In Grand Gedeh,        
UNICEF continues to support three NGOs (ECREP, MC, and SI) in 23 communities, and at the transit centre in Toe Town. Efforts 
have continued over the last week to intensify WASH activities in the remote and inaccessible Janzon area, where diarrhoea 
cases were reported in late April.  

• In River Gee County UNICEF supports SPIR for WASH activities, and discussions are ongoing with another NGO in a bid to     
expand services, while in Maryland County UNICEF is supporting two NGOs (ERS & SI) in 9 communities, and at the Bishop   
Ferguson transit centre for constructing latrines, bath‐houses and laundry areas; and conducting hygiene promotion activities. 

• In Maryland, OXFAM‐GB in collaboration with Emergency Rehabilitation Services, has maintained a water supply of 61,000 
litres per day at the Bishop Ferguson Transit Center. OXFAM‐GB has continued to support 12 WASH committees to carry out 
hygiene promotion at the Bishop Ferguson transit centre. 

• In Nimba, the Red Cross Movement continued the construction of wells and latrines in Behewalay, Kbabli and in North and 
Central Gbehlegeh District of Zorgowee (Younlay,Yeaplay, Kialay). The water purification and distribution unit in Buutuo        
provided 16'000 litres of water per day to refugees and residents. In Grand Gedeh, one well and one hand pump were repaired 
in Togbelee Town. Construction of two new wells is ongoing in Sewien and Baywedee as well as the construction of four      
latrines (of 2‐ access) in Sewien. 

 

Health  
• The looming strike by medical personnel attached to a NGO, who have asked for additional incentives, has reportedly affected 

health care provision in Grand Gedeh. Refugees at Zhle and Zai Town have reported being denied medical treatment. Although 
these claims have not been confirmed, there have been similar reports from different locations. 

• In Grand Gedeh only one ambulance is available in the County, after the breakdown of the only other ambulance there. Two 
CHT ambulances have been out of service over the last month, with the only serviceable ambulance also encountering        
problems in the past few days. 

• According to MSF, there has been an increase in the  reported number of malaria cases.  
• In Maryland County, Merlin continued with the provision of medical assistance to refugees through a temporary health unit at 

the Bishop Ferguson transit centre and by referrals to the J.J. Dossen hospital.  
• MERCI continued the provision of medical assistance to the refugees in Little Wlebo refugee camp. In addition, the organisation 

maintained 24 hours ambulance services at the camp. 
• Hygiene promotion activities are ongoing in twenty host communities along the border in Nimba County. 
 

Shelter 
• In Maryland, 150 refugees have been relocated from Harper City and the Bishop Ferguson Transit Center, to Little Wlebo     

refugee camp, escorted by MERCI. A total of 341 refugees are currently located at the camp. The new arrivals in Little Wlebo 
refugee camp received WFP food rations, while MERCI conducted medical screening. DRC provided orientation briefings, and 
also provided the recent arrivals with firewood. DRC is currently constructing family shelters for 17 vulnerable persons in Little 
Wlebo refugee camp. 

• In Nimba County, a total of 821 shelters have been completed by NRC at the Bahn camp, 692 of which are now occupied.        
17 shelters are currently in the process of bring completed. A total 53 shelters are currently being constructed in Zorgorwee   
by ARC. 

• UNHCR, DRC and LRRRC agreed on vulnerability definitions. Those entitled to special shelter will include: single headed house‐
holds with children below age 15, elderly persons without support, disabled persons without support, child‐headed households 
and traumatized single‐headed households.  

• According to UNHCR, there might not be a need to open a new refugee camp in River Gee. Considerations are instead given to 
relocating refugees who are currently in River Gee to Maryland County. 

 

Education  
• In Nimba County, at the Bahn Camp, university students have said they are concerned about not being able to continue their 

education. 
• In Toe Town , Grand Gedeh, close to 1465 refugees have benefited from the education programme and received educational 

material. 959 of these have been children from the host community. The education program in Dougee has 355 students and 
10 teachers (all teachers are Ivorian refugees).  

• Caritas has signed an agreement with Plan International to implement education programmes in 7 communities: Gwein, Pouh, 
Zleh, Geye, Polar Tien, and Zai.  

• Save the Children and UNHCR are to conduct discussions with Shelter for Life on the implementation of an education            
programme in Solo town. Plan and UNICEF will provide ECCD kits and tents to 8 communities in Gbarzon, including Ziah town. 

• It is reported that a drop in school attendance rates in Nimba might be related to Ivoirian refugees returning to Cote d’Ivoire. 
• The Jesuit Refugee Service visited Saclepea on 16 May to assess the refugee situation with a view to providing 

educational activities for Ivorian refugees.  

Situation Report issued by the Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator, United Nations, Liberia Page 3 



     
       LOGISTICS 
• 6 trucks from the UN Mission, and 5 hired commercial vehicles transported NFIs to Nimba and Grand Gedeh Counties,  while 1 truck     
         was shipped to Harper on UNMIL’s M/V Caterina.  
• Several key bridges remain impassable for trucks, including the Zorgowee bridge in Nimba County, the log bridge after Sarlay Town 

on the Graie‐Buutuo Axis and one leading to the PTP camp in Grand Gedeh. UNMIL will carry out repairs on the Zorgowee bridge, 
while UNHCR will commence repairs on the log bridge near Sarlay town, and discussions are ongoing on the rehabilitation of the 
bridge leading to the PTP camp. 

 
     CHALLENGES 
• Poor road conditions, and inadequate logistics and infrastructure, continue to hamper aid assistance and hinder operations. The 

current fleet of light vehicles, trucks, and motorcycles are not sufficient to meet the need of the operation. Road condition in several 
parts of the country is deplorable making it impossible to access beneficiaries in remote villages. In some areas, aid agencies are 
forced to use motorcycles to transport NFI to refugees in remote communities. 

• Inadequate communications facilities in many areas where refugees reside. 
• Funding has been inadequate in some sectors. To date only 44% of the EHAP has been funded. 
• Difficulties in monitoring, or registering the movement of refugees along the 700km, porous Liberian‐Cote d’Ivoire border.  

 
FUNDING 
• According to the Financial Tracking System as of 24 May 2011, US$ 64,525,015 (44%) of the US$ 146 million Emergency                    

Humanitarian Action Plan has been committed by donors.  
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REGULAR  COORDINATION MEETINGS – MONROVIA  

1. Humanitarian Action Committee (HAC): every Thursday, 10.30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Venue: Jordan Ryan Conference Room, Bryant building, Mamba Point (opposite UNICEF).  
Contact: Manzoor Khoso, HCSO.   Email: khoso@un.org   Mobile: 05319901 

2.     Operations Coordination Meeting: every Friday, 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Venue:  UNHCR Conference Room, Mamba Point (opposite US Embassy Gate 3) 
Contact: Dokie Nah, UNHCR     Email: Nahd@unhcr.org Mobile: 06870817 

3. Sectoral meetings  

• The Interagency Coordination Meeting, led by LRRRC and UNHCR, have been moved from Ganta to  
Sanniquellie.  It meets every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

• Weekly sectoral meetings: Education (led by MOE) every Tuesday in Saniquellie; Protection sector (led by UNHCR) every 
Wednesday at UNHCR in Saclepea; Health and WASH sector (led by the County Health Team) every Wednesday in      
Sanniquellie. New sub‐sector working group on child protection and SGBV, meets every Wednesday in Saclepea. 

CONTACTS 

1. For submissions to this sitrep, and general information: Humanitarian Coordination Officer, Humanitarian     
Coordinator’s Support Office: Manzoor Khoso         Email: khoso@un.org.                          Mobile: 05319901  

2. UNHCR:  Geoffrey Carliez ( Reporting Officer )           Email: carliez@unhcr.org                    Mobile: 0880787748 

        Sulaiman Momodu (Communications Officer)            Email: Momodu@unhcr.org  Mobile: 06 493862  

1. UNICEF: Miraj Pradhan (Communication Officer)       Email: mpradhan@unicef.org           Mobile: 06282074  

2. UNFPA: Carine Gachen (Emergency Response)           Email: gachen@unfpa.org         Mobile: 0880535453 

3. WFP: Aaron Sleh           Email: aaron.sleh@wfp.org        Mobile:076500248 

4. WHO: Dr. Clement Peter         Email: clementp@lr.afro.who.int  

5. LRRRC: Edward Kemokai                                                  Email: kemokai62@yahoo.com        Mobile: 06‐670822 
6. UNDSS Emergency Number:                0531 4444 

ASSESSMENTS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE 
• Website of the United Nations in Liberia: www.unliberia.org  
• UNHCR Information Portal:    info.unhcr.org/liberia  
 


