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Key Messages
Significant rise in wheat and rice prices are observed due to international price hikes and damage to crops caused by recent 
floods. Nominal rice price may soon approach the level observed in 2008.

Food security is deteriorating due to extensive damage to crops and livelihoods. Different agencies are assisting the affected 
population with food and non food items distributions.

The two waves of floods in recent months have affected over 2 million people in several districts of the country and 
displaced some 700,000 people.

The Government is helping the population with food and cash assistance programmes.

Background
The total population is 20.30 million, with a 0% annual growth rate. The proportion of people living in rural areas is 84%, however the 
agricultural value added to the GDP is 12%, while the undernourished population is estimated at 19%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 20.303

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 4720

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2002 (MDGI) 13%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 84%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 12%

Prices

Domestic prices are affected by the rising international prices 
and production loss due to floods in the last few months. Rice 
prices gradually increased until March (59.23 Rupee/Kg) and 
then slightly fell to 57.87 in April; however rice prices were 11% 
above prices in April 2010. Compared to the international price 
of Rice Thai A1 Super, the price of rice in Colombo was some 
25% higher in March. Wheat flour prices slightly declined  and 
remained almost stable at around 81.5 (Feb-April). In April 
2011 the price of wheat was some 36% higher than the price 
registered in April 2010.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 19%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 91%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 69

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 90%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.05%

Food Security Situation Assessment
According to the Government, floods and landslides across the 
country affected more than 2 million people and displaced 
close to 700,000 in Jan and Feb 2011. Extensive crop losses 
have been reported with critical effects on the 2011 Maha 
harvest (Jan-Feb) and to the April Yala planting season. 
Assessments have identified deteriorating food security 
conditions due to loss of income and devastated livelihoods 
and rising food prices. Humanitarian assistance is targeted to 
the most affected districts. FAO Hunger map estimates 
moderately high underourishment levels and IFPRI GHI puts 
the hunger situation as serious.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Sri Lanka is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Vegetation Condition

Poor to normal conditions are observed in the major part of the 
country. The general indicator of vegetation condition provided 
below is the relative difference between the NDVI for April 2011 
and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the 
agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER 2005 
database (ESA). 

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing No crops are sowed during the reference period

Growing Maize - Rice

Harvesting Maize - Rice

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

At least 15 districts in Eastern, Northern Central, and North-
Central and to Uva Provinces reported devastating damage. 
The floods have increased vulnerability of recent returnees in 
the Northern Province and in the coastal Eastern Province, 
previously affected by the December 2004 tsunami.

Refugees and IDPs 2007 2008 2009

Total in the country 620547 528001 531578

Total outside the country 761099 672148 684276

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Flood 2011-02-01 Northcentral, 
north, and 
northeast

2/3

Flood 2011-01-05 Central and 
East

2/3

Flood 2010-11-11 Western 
Province

2/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Total 2010 paddy output is estimated at 4.3 mln MT, 18% 
above 2009 output. Maha-2011 paddy production is forcast at 
2.45 mln MT, 7% down from 2010. Maha-maize harvest is 
expected to increase by 4% over 2010. Import requirements in 
2010/11 are at 1,16 mln MT, compared to 1,11mln MT in 2009/
10.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Gvmt increased import duties on wheat to reduce 
dependence on imports. Also, after the two devastating waves 
of floods, it launched cash for work programme to support 
people in some of the worst affected districts. International 
agencies are also assisting the population with food and non 
food items.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures n.a.

Trade policy measures Wheat import duties

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food and cash assistance

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Mediation Practice Series: Negotiating ceasefires
Long road to normality
IFAD, U.S. Department of State to mobilize migrant inv...
The UN Security Council and the Responsibility to Prot...
Cash Transfers Map (Cash-for-Work and Livelihood Cash ...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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