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Highlights: 

� The general situation in Libya remains extremely volatile, tense, and uncertain. Despite 
reports of Misrata having been liberated from the 12-week siege, reliable sources confirm 
that the situation in Misrata is once again deteriorating. MSF and CNN report that at least 
10 people were killed and at least 30 were injured in the last days due to heavy shelling.  
 

� UNICEF is consolidating its presence in Benghazi, and is intensifying advocacy efforts 
with local authorities and humanitarian actors in Benghazi. 
 

� The UN Special Envoy to Libya, Mr Al-Khatib, visited Tripoli earlier this week to meet with 
government officials as part of the UNs efforts to re-establish humanitarian presence in the 
Libyan capital. On 20 May, the Humanitarian Coordinator is departing on a 3-day mission 
to Tripoli to negotiate a humanitarian pause to enable delivery of aid to conflict-affected 
areas.  
 

� According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 822,126 people have fled Libya since the 
beginning of the crisis as of 18 May. 288,549 have fled to Egypt, and 409,051 to Tunisia. 
There is a renewed influx of people to Tunisia, as an estimated 51,200 people have 
crossed into Tunisia in the past 10 days due to continued fighting in western Libya. 
 

� The revised inter-agency Flash Appeal for the Libya crisis was launched on 18 May by the 

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos in Geneva. The total amount requested in 

the Flash Appeal has been increased to a total of 407 million USD. UNICEF has increased 

its funding requests from 13 million USD to around 20 million USD in order to adequately 

respond to the crisis. 

 

UNICEF 2011/Rebecca Fordham, Benghazi 
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Source: UN News center, 15 May 

Situation Overview 

� The general situation in Libya remains extremely volatile, tense, and uncertain. Despite reports 
saying that Misrata was liberated from the 12-week siege, reliable sources confirm that the 
situation in Misrata is once again deteriorating. MSF and CNN report that at least 10 people were 
killed and at least 30 were injured in the last days due to heavy shelling.  

� Fighting also continues around the Nafusa mountains, including Ziltan, Nalut and Yefran, where it 
has been confirmed that Gaddafi forces are using Grad 
missiles. Local aid workers describe the situation as a 
catastrophe, and opposition forces in Nafusa have called 
for international help.  

� UNHCR reports of hundreds of Third Country Nationals 
(TCN), including women and children, having fled to 
Tunisia now re-entering Libya intending to board boats 
to Europe. An estimated 14,000 have thus far arrived in 
Italy via boat since the beginning of the crisis, and 
around 1,200 TCNs remain unaccounted for, probably 
having lost their lives during the extremely risky journey.  

� The UN Special Envoy to Libya, Mr Al-Khatib, met with Libyan authorities in Tripoli on 15 May to 
discuss the need to fully implement the UN Resolutions 1970 and 1973, the need to allow full 
humanitarian access, and the urgency of establishing a cease fire and demonstrate political 
progress.  

� The Humanitarian Coordinator is departing on a 3-day mission to Tripoli and surroundings on 20 
May to meet with government officials as part of the UN efforts to negotiate a humanitarian pause 
in order to enable humanitarian aid to be delivered to the worst affected areas.   

� The ICC prosecutor Luis-Moreno Ocampo has asked on 17 May the courts’ judges to issue arrest 
warrants against the Libyan leader Gaddafi, his son Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, and national 
intelligence chief Abdullah al-Sanussi for crimes against humanity.  

� According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 822,126 people have fled Libya since the beginning of 
the crisis as of 18 May. 288,549 have fled to Egypt, and 409,051 to Tunisia. A total of 272,481 
TCNs have fled Libya thus far.  

� On 15 May, IOM estimates that around 4,600 people, including 3,400 Libyans, crossed into 
Tunisia, and around 51,500 people have in the last week crossed into Tunisia at Dehibat border 
point due to continued fighting in the area. 

� UNICEF in Tunisia reports that 50 unaccompanied minors aged 12-17 years have arrived in Ras 
Jdir in the past week. The majority originate from Mali, and had previously attempted to travel to 
Italy via boat where they wanted to find new job opportunities due to loss of income in Libya.  
 
 

Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

� The revised UN Flash Appeal for the Libya crisis was launched by the Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Ms Valerie Amos, in Geneva on 18 May.  

� The Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA have now relocated its main base from Cairo to Zarzis 
on the Libyan-Tunisian border. A permanent presence in Tripoli remains amongst the highest 
priorities for all humanitarian actors.  

� Clusters that are now activated include: WASH (UNICEF), Protection (UNHCR), Logistics (WFP), 
Health and Nutrition (WHO), Education (UNICEF and SCF), Cross-Sectoral (IOM and UNHCR). 
As access to Benghazi has increased, many clusters now meet in the field. The Education Cluster 
held its first meeting in Benghazi on 16 May. The main achievements thus far include a 
commitment from the Education Council to re-open 60 schools (50 public, 10 private) as a pilot 
scheme.   

� WASH Cluster partners and the water authorities are conducting a ‘mini-assessment’ of the water 
situation in Misrata in the coming days, access permitting. The assessment will look at chemical 
stocks, the fuel situation, as well as sanitation/hygiene aspects. 
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Majed; a volunteer at a school in 

Benghazi. 

� The UN General Coordination meetings now also take place in Benghazi, and work as a forum for 
all the actors involved in the humanitarian response, including the Libyan Committee for 
Humanitarian Relief (LCHR), the UN agencies, donors and NGOs. 

� UNICEF is actively leading the WASH Cluster meetings in Benghazi, where the focus will be on 
information sharing. Each meeting invites one sector-lead to present latest findings.  

� UN Coordination meetings continue to take place three times weekly on the Tunisian and Egypt 
border-crossings. UNICEF continues to lead the WASH Cluster response at both the Tunisian 
and Egyptian borders to Libya.  

� A partnership agreement has now been signed with Handicap International (HI) for mine risk-
awareness activities in Libya. HI has already started trainings and pamphlet distribution to IDPs.  
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response  

Libya  

UNICEF has successfully established its Benghazi hub with a Chief of Field Office coordinating 
advocacy and outreach efforts. This week, UNICEFs Libya Response Team Leader has been visiting 
Benghazi to meet with local authorities, donors, local and international partners to discuss UNICEFs 
response in Libya, particularly in the east of the country. UNICEFs main focus in the last few days has 
been on monitoring the activities currently implemented, reinforcing its coordination role in the three 
clusters (WASH, Education and Child protection working group) and building sustainable partnerships 
with local and international actors.  

Child Protection  

� The Libyan Scouts, an implementing partner of UNICEF, have organised recreational activities for 
children in Benghazi in the last week, with an approximate 350 children and their parents 
participating, including 30-35 children from Ajdabyia and Misrata. The open day in Benghazi was 
organised in a park where children played games and 
engaged in drawing activities enabling them to creatively 
express their emotions related to the current situation in the 
country. UNICEF provided the play-kits and other materials.  

� Save the Children, the Libyan Red Crescent, and the 
Department of Social Welfare also organised, with UNICEF’s 
support, an excursion to the Benghazi Zoo for around 400 
children, including 250 children from IDP families from 
Ajdabyia, Ras Lanouf, and Brega.  

� Handicap International mine awareness training-activities 
have started for IDPs and residents in eastern Libya. UNICEF supports Handicap International 
team in providing training on mine awareness for IDPs living at spontaneous settlement sites. 
Pamphlets are also ready for distribution. 

� Activities focusing on child friendly spaces are ongoing in schools and public places in popular 
quarters of Benghazi reaching around 250-300 children in each school. Activities with involvement 
of community volunteers, mainly youth, are currently ongoing in seven schools for children, 
including IDP children from Ajdabia and Misrata. The activities are implemented by SCF with 
UNICEF support, and are scheduled to continue in the coming short term. 

 

Education 

The Education Council in Benghazi has, as a result of advocacy from UNICEF and SCF, committed to 
re-open 60 schools (50 public, 10 private) as a pilot scheme, and is currently working on an action 
plan for opening of the 60 pilot schools. There are, however, a few challenges related to availability of 
teachers but also controversy related to the political aspects that need to be addressed. Short term 
alternatives include recreational and psychosocial healing for children, including teacher’s 
orientations.  
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WASH 

� WASH Cluster partners and the water authorities are conducting a ‘mini-assessment’ of the water 
situation in Misrata in the coming days provided access by sea is permitted. The assessment will 
look at chemical stocks, the fuel situation, as well as sanitation/hygiene aspects. 

� The IMC, an implementing partner of UNICEF, has distributed 1,050 hygiene kits to more than 
500 families in 14 IDP locations in Libya, including Darna, Karsa, Alathroon, Rass Alhilal, Alabrag, 
Algeegab, Ein Mara, Kholan, Albumba, Almakheely, Aliziat, Altameemy, Martooba and Um 
Alrazam.  

� Another 10,500 hygiene kits are planned to be distributed to more than 4,700 families in 19 IDP 
locations across Libya in the coming weeks depending on the arrival of the supplies from Egypt.  
 

Health & Nutrition 

� Another batch of vaccines is currently being procured and being sent to Libya.  
 

Human Resources 

As of 19 May the UNICEF Libya Response Team maintains its main base in Cairo and four staff 
present in Benghazi on a rotating basis. The team currently consists of nine international staff 
covering management, programme, communications, and operations. A WASH Coordinator has now 
arrived, and the Child Protection Specialist, the Emergency Specialist, and Administrative assistant 
have returned to their original duty stations.  
 

Tunisia 

According to IOM/OCHA figures as of 18 May, a total of 409,051 people have crossed the Libyan 
border to Tunisia. A total of 4,622 people are staying at the Ras Jdir camps: 3,383 in Shousha, 1,061 
in UAE and 178 in Al Hayet as of 16 May. In addition, an estimated 1,600 Libyan refugees are staying 
at the Dehiba and Remada camps further south of Ras Jdir. The influx of people fleeing the western 
Nafusa mountain region continues, and in the last week only, around 50,000 have crossed from the 
western mountains into Tunisia due to ongoing fighting in the area.  

 

Child Protection 

UNICEF continues to lead the Child Protection Sub-Cluster group, and UNICEF’s team of 
psychologists and social workers continue registration and follow-up of the needs of the arriving and 
departing families at all camps and continues to lead the Child Protection sub-sector group 
addressing issues of unaccompanied children, birth registration, psychosocial support to children and 
families, family registration, violence against children and gender-based violence. 
 
� Recreational activities in the child-friendly space in Shousha Camp continue as one of the several 

activities now available through the UNICEF-supported Integrated Family Centre Programme 
implemented by Save the Children-UK in both Shousha and the UAE camp.   

� In the past week, around 50 unaccompanied children between 12-17 years arrived in Ras Jdir. 
The majority of the children are reported to originate from Mali. The children, together with other 
migrants from Libya, had been attempting to reach Lampedusa, Italy by boat from Zoura. There is 
an urgent need for the development of a joint short and long-term strategy for the protection and 
care of unaccompanied and separated migrant, asylum-seeking and refugee children from West 
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Africa and the Horn of Africa. In this regard, meetings have taken place amongst UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, UNHCR, IOM and Save the Children. 

 

Education 

� A UNICEF-funded temporary learning space set up by Save the Children-UK is now operational in 
the Integrated Family Center area at Shousha Camp for different age groups (6-18 years). 
Approximately 150 registered children are participating in primary and secondary education 
activities daily. 

� English, French, mathematics, and Arabic are part of the curriculum being taught by 8 teachers, 
all of whom have passed a formal teacher qualification examination.  Although the majority of 
students speak Arabic, the teaching staff is multi-lingual, which ensures that all children are able 
to follow and engage in lessons. 

 

WASH 

� UNICEF has extended the contracts of the three companies in charge of toilet cleaning, de-
sludging and disinfecting all waste water produced in Shousha camp and the Ras Jdir transit 
camps. 

� UNICEF has requested an assessment of food hygiene issues by the Ministry of Health’s hygiene 
department due to an increased presence of food vendors on site and reported cases of 
gastroenteritis. 

� UNICEF is installing two flush latrines for boys in the child-friendly space in Shousha camp as per 
a Save the Children-UK request.  

� Other ongoing activities include: maintenance work on the 72 flush toilets and 19 showers 
installed in Shousha camp and then Ras Jdir transit camp; ongoing construction of WASH 
facilities by UNICEF implementing partners to replace the initial emergency latrines in Shousha 
camp. 

 

Health and Nutrition 

� It is worth noting that this week has witnessed a considerable improvement in the completeness 
of epidemiological reporting. However, this global improvement needs to be enhanced at the level 
of the Dahiba-Remada-Tataouine axis. 

� In order to provide better conditions for mothers and new-born babies after delivery, the Ministry 
of Health will ensure that they stay in a health facility for at least one week before returning to 
camp. 
 

Egypt  

According to IOM/OCHA figures, a total of 288,549 people have fled to Egypt as of 18 May. The 
population at Salloum is estimated to include 233 women, and 175 children (74 girls, 101 boys) on 
site in Salloum as of 17 May. A general trend indicates that the number of people crossing into Egypt 
is decreasing for the time being. The UNHCR rub halls are anticipated to be operational later this 
week, and UNICEF community volunteers are currently starting a head count by name to reach the 
most accurate number in order to identify families that are moving to the rub halls. 
 
 
Child protection 

The four animators on-site in Salloum continue to engage children in early child development and 
recreational activities within the child friendly space. Five boy scouts are focused on adolescent 
recreational activities that are particularly appreciated. Four social workers on-site are monitoring the 
numbers and welfare of all women and children, ensuring that all families’ needs are met including 
targeted distribution of food and NFIs.  
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WASH 

UNICEFs main priority in Salloum is to provide WASH facilities to the new rub halls which are 
expected to be operational this week. Another 4 drinking water tanks with a capacity of 2,000 liters 
each will be constructed beside the rub halls, and mobile toilets next to the rub halls are also being 
installed. The Egyptian MoH has conducted bacterial test for the portable water and found out that 
water at the tanks is safe for drinking.  
 
� 10 drinkable water distribution tanks are running as planned.  
� 140,000 liters of water were delivered daily in the past week. 
� UNICEF, the port authority, and the water company will start calculating the amount of water that 

is now consumed per day to be able to estimate the amount of water needed to be delivered to 
facility from Salloum city. 

 
Communications and Media 
 
� Recent media interviews (in Benghazi) include Al Jazeera English

1
, Xinhua News Agency and 

Benghazi youth magazine focusing on recreational spaces. Coverage is expanding to cover 
UNICEF's humanitarian response to the basic needs and support role to provide technical 
guidance. 

� Twitter feeds and photos on 17 May reporting on UNICEF staff members visiting the schools in 
Benghazi where recreational activities are being organized to allow children to express their 
emotions in creative ways.

2
 

� UNICEF Panorama: ‘Field Diary’ by UNICEF Libya Response Team (LRT) Emergency Specialist 
travelling overland from Cairo to Benghazi.  

� The LRT has developed a coordinated advocacy and communication approach with SCF relating 
to child protection issues. 

� UNICEF has released a News Note on the launch of the revised Flash Appeal on 18 May, 
highlighting that a significant part of the increased appeal included $3 million for education.
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Funding 

The UN Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis is launched on 18 May. UNICEF has increased its funding 
requirements from around 13 to around US$20 million for the entire 6-month period of the Flash 
Appeal (March – August).  

� UNICEF has thus far received around 30 per cent of the US$20 million against the revised Flash 
Appeal requirements. 

� Pledges from Austria (US$75,000) and Finland (Euro 500,000) are expected shortly. 
� The pledge of Euro 1.4 million from the Belgian government has been withdrawn. 

Date of next Situation Report: 25 May 2011 

For more information, please 
contact:Pierre Poupard 
Libya Response Team Leader 
Cairo 
Tel: +20.18.250.90.77 
Email: ppoupard@unicef.org  

Maria Luisa Fornara 
Representative 
UNICEF Tunis 
Tel: + 216-71-802-700  
Fax: + 216-71-793-001  
E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Egypt 
Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 
Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 
Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 

                                                             
1
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3fWKLjuV-w&feature=player_embedded  

2
 http://twitter.com/#!/unicef  

3
 http://www.unicef.org/media/media_58560.html  


