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Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter. 

The Namibia Red Cross continues to assist the most 
vulnerable people in our society and around the globe. 
As a humanitarian organization, we commit ourselves 
to the course of assisting vulnerable people by far and 
large. This year, we saw NRCS with the support of the 
Namibian nation made incredible humanitarian contri-
butions to the people of Namibia who have been left 
destitute by the flood that hit the Northern regions of 
our country.  People from right across the country have 
contributed generously, showing once again incredible 
humanitarian spirit of our nation.

Your donation makes a difference. You can help the 
victims of countless crises in Namibia and around the 
world each year by making a financial gift to Namibia 
Red Cross account, which will provide immediate relief 
and long-term support through supplies, technical as-
sistance and other support to help those in need. Dona-
tions to Namibia Red Cross can be made into the fol-
lowing account: Namibia Red Cross Society, Standard 
Bank, Katutura Branch, Acc No. 241964164, Branch 
code: 082972

Yours in humanity
Saara Iipinge

From the Editors

NRCS
responds to floods 

From the beginning of January 2011, north-western and north-
eastern Namibia experienced the worst flooding in decades. The 
six regions affected are Kunene, Oshana, Omusati, Ohangwena, 
Oshikoto, Kavango and Caprivi. Nearly 500, 000 people are 
affected, with about 60, 000 displaced, approximately 19,000 
in relocation camps and 65 related deaths have been reported 
since the onset of the disaster. The government of Namibia 
declared the flooding as a national state of emergency in March 
this year. Heavy flooding and water logging have destroyed 
houses, crops, road networks and other infrastructures. Some 
communities have been cut off from schools, health clinics and 
other social amenities.

NRCS provided emergency relief services to the people affected 
by the floods after  an allocation of Disaster Relief Emergency 
Fund (DREF) from the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies’ (IFRC’s) amounting to CHF 296,472 to 
support the national society response. Under the DREF allocation, 
the NRCS managed to acquire relief items to assist the flood 
victims with the basic necessities. The relief items distributed 
includes water purification sachets, soap body bars, blankets, 
jerry cans, tarpaulins, tents, bed nets, kitchen sets, hygiene kits 
and first aid kits. 

NRCS also provided support in the following areas:

• Construction of latrines and bathing shelters;

• Conducting health awareness campaigns within relocation 
camps;

• Hygiene promotion;

From left to right: Max Nekongo, Councillor of Onayena Constituency, Klemens 
Kashuupulwa, Governor of Oshana Region, Dorkas Kapembe-Haiduwa, NRCS 
Secretary-General, Bernand Esau, Fisheries & Marine Resources Minister, Calle 
Jacobus from Erongo Marine Enterprises and Penda Ya Ndakolo, Councillor of 
Onayena Contituency attended the handing over ceremony of relief items to the 
NRCS.
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Namibia Red Cross Society (NRCS) donated N$ 10,000 to 
Algino Bertolini, a nine year old boy who needed an urgent liver 
operation that costs N$ 1.2 million to save his life. 

Since January 2011, the people of Namibia contributed to the 
Bertolini Fund because they were saddened by his ailing medical 
condition. The Bertolini Fund was set up by his family to raise 
funds for the operation.  

The Secretary-General of the Namibia Red Cross Society, 
Dorkas Kapembe-Haiduwa at the handover ceremony of funds 
commended the support of the people of Namibia who have 
made their contributions to the Bertolini fund. 

Kapembe-Haiduwa indicated that these challenges call for 
combined effort by all the Namibians and should not be put 
squarely on the shoulders of the government alone. 

“We as Namibians have to cultivate a culture of giving and 
supporting those who are in need. Financial and other assistance 
from the International community is welcome however we should 
also play a part to compliment these efforts,” she stressed. 

The National Society in collaboration with MTC availed an SMS 
line where members of the public could make more donations. 
To date the sms line has raised N$153 237,00 towards the fund

NRCS also worked in partnership with MTC in January 2010 
when they launched an SMS line where the people of Namibian 
where given an opportunity to assist families that were affected  
by the earth quake in Haiti

NRCS donates 
N$ 10,000 towards a 
liver patient

• Providing technical and financial support in logistics, 
warehousing and distribution;

• Conducting continuous assessment in the affected 
areas;

• Monitoring and evaluating the relief activities and 
providing reports of relief distribution.

• Provide first aid and referral services for affected 
communities

• Facilitate vector control and prevention measures in 
collaboration with government. 

The National Society also received donations for the flood 
victims from USAID, Namibia Airport Company, Penny 
Pinchers and Neo Paints, Dare to Care, Standard Bank, 
Namib Mills, Teachers Union of Namibia, Erongo Marine 
Enterprises, Shop 4 Value, Salvation Army, I-Tech, St. Paul 
Secondary School, Puma Energy, Maria Fishing, Wecke & 
Voigts and from individuals. In addition to this, the National 
Society partnered with doctors from Namibia Health 
Services who gave medical attention to people affected 
and displaced by the floods. The Namibia Helicopter 
Services assisted the doctors through the provision of 
helicopter for ten flying hours so that they could reach 
these people.

The current relief items cannot sustain  with increasing 
needs, hence  the national society is appealing  for 
support from both local and international communities 
to make further contributions in support those who are 
in need. NRCS will continue to play a critical role to assist 
distressed people in the flood hit areas and also help 
vulnerable people affected by emergencies in the country. 

Two of the doctors who partnered with NRCS were Dr Bernard Haufiku 
on the left and Dr Kamati on the right of Mrs. Dorkas Kapembe-Haiduwa, 
Secretary General of the NRCS.
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Ohangwena Regional Branch 
commemorates the International Volunteers Day 
and World Aids Day in style

Namibia Red Cross Society 
commemorated the International 
Volunteers Day together with the World 
AIDS Day in Ohangwena Region, on 
December 1, 2010.

International Volunteers Day is normally 
celebrated on the 5th of December 
each year. The main objective of 
combining the two events together 
was to raise awareness about the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic and to recognize 
the volunteers for their efforts 
and contributions to the effective 
implementation of HIV/AIDS awareness 
activities and also increasing the 
visibility of the Red Cross. 

Speaking at the event, NRCS patron 
Andimba Toivo Ya Toivo told the 
gathering that the significance of the 
International Volunteers Day arises from 
the fact that its founder Henry Dunant’s  
vision of relieving human suffering 
inspired the birth of the world’s largest 
humanitarian movement over 150 
years ago.

“In celebration of International 
Volunteers Day and World AIDS Day, 
we pay a special tribute to all committed 
volunteers who work with people 
and families affected by HIV/AIDS. 

The commemorations  also provide a 
unique opportunity for the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement to  pay 
tribute to millions of volunteers and also 
address the issues affecting them”, 
Toivo Ya Toivo said.

 “Our volunteers serve with dedication 
in difficult and even dangerous 
situations offering help to those who 
need it most, and promoting peace and 

development across the world. Lives are 
touched in meaningful ways because 
of the selflessness and compassion of 
volunteers that reach out and bring hope 
to vulnerable people in communities,” 
he added.

NRCS patron appealed to all government 
ministries, private and public institutions 
as well as individuals to work with 
Namibia Red Cross Society and other 
volunteer organizations to create a more 
conducive environment for volunteerism 
and ensure that volunteers engaged in 
humanitarian activities are afforded the 
respect, dignity and protection they 
deserve.

The event was attended by more than 
1000 volunteers, community members 
and various stakeholders. Tags of war, 
dramas, soccer, poems were part of 
the entertainment activities for the 
celebration.

NRCS patron Andimba Toivo ya Toivo with one of the elderly volunteer at the International 
volunteer’s day

May 20114
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The Home Based Care project was 
launched five years ago by Namibia 
Red Cross Society and it operated in 
about 318 villages in Eenhana, Engela 
and Okongo districts that are located in 
Ohangwena Region. The project ended 
on March 30 2011.

The project started in April 2006 with 
contributions from the European Union 
(EU) and that from the German Red 
Cross and Swedish Red Cross.  The 
overall objective was to improve the 
quality of lives of people living with HIV/
AIDS and those affected by HIV/AIDS. 

The interventions of the project 
targeted:

• People living with HIV/AIDS in the 
need of care at home and support 
in antiretroviral treatment (ART) 
adherence.

• Orphans Vulnerable Children 
(OVC) needing psycho-social and 
economical support.

• Care givers (mainly women) needing 
psycho-social support;

• Communities needing reinforcement 
of their own support structures.

The Home Based Care project remains 
the most important component of 
community based health care. Not 
only did it provide a necessary service 
to a community heavily affected by the 
pandemic, but was also the first project 
of its kind undertaken in the country.

Home Based 
Care Project 
a milestone 
to  the 
Ohangwena 
community

To date, 1922 clients are within 
the care of the HBC programme in 
Ohangwena region, the number of 
clients has come down, due to the 
fact that many clients got well after 
they started on their treatment, and 
they were discharged from the HBC 
program.  2,931 new clients were 
identified and registered monthly 
through home visits by volunteers. 
Cumulatively 6,543 clients were taken 
care of, in the HBC programme since 
the initiation of the project. In addition to 
this a  total number of 1,573 Orphans 
and Vulnerable Children (OVCs) were 
registered by NRCS volunteers in the 
region during the year 2009, out of 

NRCS Chairman, Peter Katjivivi addressing  
the Ohangwena community during the 
commemoration. 
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The 16th Annual General Meeting of the Namibia Red Cross Society 
took place on the 23rd of October last year at the Safari Hotel in the 
capital. Participants in the AGM included members of the board of 
governors, national representative members from each region, staff, 
volunteers, partners and friends of the Red Cross.

At the event, the patron of NRCS Andimba Toivo ya Toivo was awarded 
the humanitarian award of the Red Cross. Theo Ben Gurirab, the 
speaker of the National Assembly, also the guest of honor at the AGM 
expressed his sincere appreciation to Ya Toivo for his outstanding 
work in the Red Cross. 

The speaker also commended the volunteers for their dedication and 
hard work on behalf of Namibia Red Cross Society. He says that 
Namibia Red Cross and its community based volunteers are a unique 
bridge between government, civil society and vulnerable people. 
“With their skills, compassion and knowledge, Red Cross volunteers 
can reach and transform the lives of those most in need, especially 
those facing discrimination and living on the margins of society”, Ben-
Gurirab emphasized.

As is the custom at the AGM, the NRCS chairman of the board 
Professor Peter Katjavivi, NRCS Treasurer Martin Mwinga, NRCS 
Secretary-General Dorkas Kapembe-Haiduwa, as required by the 
NRCS constitution, presented their reports to the AGM. 

NRCS Annual General Meeting 2010

About 31 Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC) from the Red Cross 
branch in Rundu were taken on tour 
to Windhoek and Swakopmund from 
22 – 26 November 2010. The overall 
objective of the tour was to showcase 
and educate the children who were in 
grade 10 and 12,   on the importance 
of some historical places in Namibia.  

In Windhoek, they toured places such 
as Heroes Acre, Polytechnic of Namibia 

and Namibian Parliament while in 
Swakopmund; they visited a salt 
company, Snake Park, Swakopmund 
jetty as well as the viewing of the sea.

NRCS Rundu branch is taking care of 
more than 1 700 orphans. Red Cross 
implemented the OVC project with the 
aim of providing support to the children 
for them to be able to lead a normal life 
just like any other child.

The  Red Cross also provides 
educational support such as 
stationeries, school uniforms, blankets, 
psychological support as well as pay 
for the learners’ school expenses.

In addition, NRCS provides financial 
support to four students who are 
currently studying at the University 
of Namibia. They have been getting 
this support ever since their primary 
education

NRCS OVC tours Windhoek 
and Swakopmund

Theo Ben Gurirab, Speaker of the National Assembly was the guest 
of honor at the 2010 AGM held at the Safari Hotel.



May 2011 7

Siyamba Renathe
20 years
When my father died I was registered under the Red Cross 
care together with my three siblings in the year 2000. My 
mother alone could not afford to take care of us because 
she was not working at that time. 

 My brother informed my mother about the work done by 
the Red Cross, after telling them about our predicament we 
started getting support.

I really thank the Namibia Red Cross Society and appreciate 
what they are doing for me and my family. I would be grateful 
if the Red Cross were to continue supporting us because 
we have no one else that can help us.

My ambition is to become a teacher; I am currently in grade 
12 at Rundu Senior Secondary School. It is a privilege for me 
to be part of the tour that provides me with the opportunity 
to get to know places that I had not been to before. 

Jeremia Sirunda
21 years
I am very grateful to the Namibia Red Cross Society who 
has given me a wonderful opportunity to tour our beautiful 
country.  It is my first time to be in Windhoek, I have always 
wished to see this place because my friends talked about 
it many times. Now, I know the Heroes Acre and the 
Polytechnic of Namibia.

I was a street kid before the Red Cross started supporting 
me.  My life as a street kid was very difficult and I did not 
have a future but now my future is bright because I can 
be the geologist, I have always wanted to be. I appreciate 
the assistance we, as orphans are getting from the Red 
Cross.   My life has changed, thanks to the Red Cross.   
They must continue doing this humanitarian work because 
young people like us, are the backbone of this country. We 
can never succeed in life without education.

Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children Commend the 
Namibia Red Cross Society. 
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Photo corner

Above: Khomas Regional board committee representatives.

Above: Samora Machel Constituency representatives

Above: Khomasdal North constituency representativesAbove: Windhoek West constituency representatives

Above: Tobias Hainyeko constituency representatives

NRCS welcomes the new Khomas Board

NRCS Khomas branch recently appointed five members 
on its regional board and five constituencies committee 
members respectively. NRCS is pleased to announce that 
Abel Hamutenya, former NRCS Information officer is the 
chairperson of the regional board, Erwim Uamburu will 
serve as vice-chairperson, and Elina Shivolo will serve as 
a treasurer,   while Tuwilika Alfeus, Doreen Mainga and 
Ester Hipandwa will serve as additional members. 

The two committees will serve as a link between the 
society and its members, its volunteers and the public. Its 
responsibilities amongst other will be, but not limited to:

direct, provide technical support and lead Khomas •	
region’s  operation
Play an intergral role in the overall governance of •	
the Khomas branch by carrying out the roles and 
responsibilities as defined in the society’s by laws.

The committees shall uphold the fundamental •	
principles of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movement, and shall endeavour that service 
delivery and programs address special needs and 
circumstances within the region.

The two committees will serve for a period of three years.

8
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Some of the flood donations

Top left: : Cabatana School
Top right: Teachers Union of Namibia
Left: Namib Mills

OVC Fun Day in Ohangwena

Above: Khomas Regional board committee representatives.

9
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Register today and become Namibia 
Red Cross volunteer

What do you think of when you hear of Namibia Red Cross Society? 
Some people might think of volunteers running with stretchers or 
distributing food. But this is just a small window into our work. Our 
volunteers are engaged in youth programmes, first aid, fundraising, 
disaster response, dissemination of humanitarian values and other 
information, advocacy, home care for the sick, and a myriad of other 
specialized programmes with the aim of improving the lives of the 
vulnerable in communities.

Volunteerism is one of the fundamental principles of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement. It is a principle which is commonly 
inspired by voluntary acts of selflessness and humanity. It is also 
a principle based on community participation and involvement. 
Namibia Red Cross Society recognizes that volunteers are integral 
part of the organization and people are its most valuable asset. 
There are about 4, 000 Namibia Red Cross Society volunteers 
across the country. 

Who is a NRCS Volunteer?

A  Namibia Red Cross volunteer is a person, who caries out society’s’ 
activities  occasionally or regularly upon  his/her free will, offering 
his/her expertise,  knowledge, skills, energy and time, and not by a 
desire  for materials of financial gain or by external social, economic 
or political pressure.  However, a Namibia Red Cross volunteer may 
be or may not be a member of the Society.

Why NRCS needs volunteers

To assist the society in carrying its humanitarian activities 
in serving the most vulnerable people.
To increase membership base in order to meet the 
humanitarian challenges in the country.
To build the capacity of the society in terms of human 
resources base.
To build the image and reputation of the National 
society.

You can make a difference in the lives of those in your community 
who are of greatest need. Volunteer today and get involved. Join our 
family of 4, 000 volunteers.

For more information contact our head office or your nearest Red 
Cross office in your region.

Why I volunteer?
Alfred Shimwooshili, 64 years

I have been a volunteer for Namibia Red Cross Society 
since 1990.   I volunteered as   a caretaker for  the Red 
Cross building in Oneshila – west of Oshakati during 
late Bertha Ngavirue’s tenure who was the then NRCS 
Secretary-General in the 90’s.

The local people from Oshakati informed me the Red 
Cross needed volunteers and I made a personal decision 
to become one. I had retired from the Ministry of Health 
and Social Services as a cleaner however I have always 
had a passion for helping vulnerable people and I knew I 
would enjoy being a volunteer for the Red Cross.  I then 
contacted the Red Cross headquarter. I was told to look 
for a building which Red Cross could buy in Oshakati 
because Red Cross did not have an office here at that 
time”. I managed to get one which Red Cross bought 
for N$ 9 000. I worked alone as a caretaker until the 
office opened its door at the end of 1990. 

Over the past years, I learnt a lot about the Red 
Cross. The mission of the Red Cross is clear and the 
objectives defined which is to provide relief to victims of 
disasters and help, prevent, prepare for and respond to 
emergencies.

Some say the Red Cross does not need to be 
competitive because we are the only organization that 
does what we do. They forget we need resources (time 
and money) to fulfill our objectives. Those resources are 
the most competitive entity in the free market. There 
are probably hundreds of other places where I could 
choose to spend my time, but I chose to remain with 
the Red Cross because I see the good it does.

Shimwooshili is married with four kids

Volunteer
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The seven fundamental principles
Proclaimed in Vienna in 1965, the seven Fundamental Principles 
of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
binds together the national red cross and the Red Crescent 
societies, the international committee of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent societies. They guarantee the continuity of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and its 
humanitarian work.

Humanity
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement was 
born of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination to 
the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours, in its international 
and national capacity, to prevent and alleviate human suffering 
wherever it may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and 
health and to ensure respect for the human being. It promotes 
mutual understanding, friendship, cooperation and lasting 
peace amongst all peoples.

Impartiality
The Movement makes no discrimination as to nationality, ace, 
religious belief, class or political opinion. It endeavors to relieve 
the suffering of individuals, being guided solely by their needs, 
and to give priority to the most urgent of distress.

Neutrality
In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all the 
Movement may not take sides in hostilities or engage at any 
time in controversies of a political, racial, religious or ideological 
nature.

Independence
The movement is independent. The national societies, while 
auxiliaries in the humanitarian services of their governments 
and subject to the laws of their respective countries, must 
always maintain their autonomy so that they may be able 
at all times to act in accordance with the principles of the 
Movement.

Voluntary service
The Red Cross is a voluntary relief movement not prompted in 
any manner by desire for gain.

Unity
There can be only One Red Cross, One Red Crescent Society 
in any one country. Such a national society must be open to 
all, and must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its 
territory.

Universality
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in 
which all national societies have equal status and share equal 
responsibilities and duties in helping each other, is world wide

Fundamental Principles World Event Calender

   April
7th                 -           World Health Day
25th            -         Africa Malaria Day

   May
8th  - World Red Cross Day
15th  - International day of Families
18th  - World AIDS Vaccine Day

   June
5th  - World Environment Day
14th  - World Blood Donor Day
16th  - African Child Day
17th  - World Day to Combat
    Desertification and Drought
20th  - World Refugee Day
24th  - Battle of Solferino Day

   July
11th  - World Population Day

   August
12th  - International Youth Day

   September
8th  - World First Aid Day
16th  - International Day for the
   Preservation of the Ozone Layer
21st  - International Day of Peace

   October
1st  - International Day of Older Persons
1st Monday - World Habitat Day
2nd Wednesday - International day of Natural 
   Disaster Reduction
16th  - World Food Day
17th  - International Day for the 
   Eradication of Poverty

   November
6th  - International Day for Preventing 
   the Exploitation of the 
                                Environment in War and 
   Armed Conflict
20th  - Universal Children’s day

   December
1st  - World AIDS Day
3rd  - International Day of 
   Disabled Persons
5th  - International Volunteer Day
10th  - Human Rights Day
20th  - International Human Solidarity 
   Day    
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Namibia Red Cross Society
Tel: +264 61 413750, Fax; +264 61 228949

e-mail: enquiries@redcross.org.na
P.O.Box 346, Windhoek, Namibia

www.redcross.org.na

Namibia Red Cross Regional Branches

1.Caprivi Region
Trans-Caprivi Highway

Katima Mulilo   Tel: 066 – 253415
Fax: 066 - 255641

2.Kavango Region
Nkarapamwe Street

Rundu   Tel:  066 – 256213
Fax: 066 - 256213

3.Kunene Region
Oranda, Opuwo   

Tel:  065 – 273135
Fax: 065 - 273035

4.Ohangwena Region
Hifikepunye Pohamba Street
Eenhana  Tel: 065 – 263177

Fax: 065 - 251315

5.Omusati Region
Ombalantu Traditional Authority

Outapi  Tel: 065 – 251539
Fax: 065 - 254431

6.Oshikoto Region
Onandjokwe Lutheran Hospital
Ondangwa   Tel: 065 248101

Fax: 065 - 240688

7.Khomas Region
Erf 2128 Independence Avenue 

Katutura Tel: 061 – 400392
Fax: 061 - 228949

8.Otjozondjupa Region
Omulunga Location, Kasupi Street
Grootfontein  Tel: 067 – 243909

Fax: 067 - 248174

9. Head Office
Erf 2128 Independence Avenue 

Katutura Tel: 061 – 413750
Fax: 061 - 228949


