
  

Drought Bulletin  April 2011 Nakapiripirit/Amudat 

Seasonal Calendar: 

Nakapiripirit: 
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April picked on from a break in the rains that started off in mid-march. Nevertheless, the 

month was characterized by extensive agricultural activity with most of the households start 

off to planting their crop especially in the dry belts. Households that planted early at the onset 

of rains in March have started weeding, which is a normal period for this activity to take 

place. Field results indicate that maize is so far the most planted crop at 33% followed by 

sorghum and beans at 27% and 16% respectively. Observations of the crop condition 

revealed 73% good, 18% Fair and 9% poor crop condition. The Fair and poor crops 

conditions are attributed to a period of rain break that was experienced between the end of 

March and mid-April. Therefore crops planted early in the season were deprived of enough 

water for proper growth. Some of the households have replanted their gardens. This situation 

is however expected to improve with the onset of proper rains.  

The seasonal weather forecast from the Department of Meteorology plans that the rain will 

stop late June and will be normal to below normal average until then. 

There was also an improvement in the body condition of livestock following the availability of 

water and pastures for the animals; this is proved by the marked reduction in the time spent 

to access grazing fields. Disease incidence has also been kept under control especially in 

Nakapiripirit (except in Amudat where Foot and mouth disease has still remained a 

challenge). This condition also explains the marked reduction (by 22%) in the mortality rate 

of calves. This positive trend is expected to continue during May and June. However, cases of 

mortality amongst the swine were registered in Nakapiripirit. The cause has not been clearly 

established. However, preliminary results from the department of veterinary suspect 

poisoning by a wild plant. 

At household level, April revealed a reduction in the diversity of water sources compared to 

the month of March. There was a continued decrease in the percentage of  population using 

rain fed water sources. Communities abandon the use of traditional river wells and Natural 

ponds while river usage reduced from 23% last month to 19% in April. Pans and dams 

reduced from 3% to 1%. Boreholes have remained the most safe water source with an 

increase in usage from 69% to 77%. This has caused an increase in the time spent to fetch 

water from boreholes (in spite of the 11 newly constructed boreholes) whereas the average 

amount of water fetched daily increased. This indicates that households are accessing enough 

water. 

The month also showed a decrease in the terms of trade as a result of increased food prices 

and a reduction in charcoal prices following the decrease in the demand from external 

markets. This situation has led to an increase in the number of households adopting coping 

mechanisms that were reflected in March. This increasing trend is attributed to the continued 

effects of increasing food prices, the quarantine on the sale and movement of livestock and 

their products as well as reduced production and demand for charcoal. 

 

This drought bulletin is a representation of Namalu, Kakomongole, Karita, Looro, Nakapiripirit 

T/C, and Looro Sub Counties. 

Drought Bulletin summary for the Month of   April 2011 
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  Access to grazing areas: 

  Access to grazing areas Remarks: 

There was a remarkable reduction in the time taken to access grazing areas. This reduction is attributed to the 

availability of adequate water and pastures after the onset of rains in mid-March. Since the onset of the rainy season 

the quality of pastures and availability of water have improved, and this has relieved animals from the long distances 

trekked in search for these resources. 
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Time 2010 Dec 2011 Jan 2011 Feb 2011 March 2011 April 

Hour(s) 5.1          6 5.98 4.8        1.7 
Day(s)   1.5   

 

 

Livestock disease incidence 

 April reflected a progress on the biting effects of Foot and mouth disease in Amudat district. 2593 cattle 

were vaccinated against the disease. 189 new cases of infection presented during the vaccination exercise 

and 123 deaths registered due to mixed infections. 

Additionally reports from C&D livestock diseases surveillance team revealed that Helminthiasis was 

highest in prevalence in all sub-counties where data was collected from, followed by Brucellosis, 

Anaplasmosis and Babesiosis. 

A number of risk factors that could facilitate transmission of Brucellosis and other zoonotic diseases were 

noted in the field for example; drinking of raw milk, sleeping in kraals with animals, poor slaughter 

practices, helping animals to give birth without protective gear, licking/eating of raw blood, carrying newly 

borne kids and lambs, and smearing houses with fresh dung. 

In Nakapiripirit, mortality cases have been registered amongst the swine. The cause has not yet been 

clearly established. However, preliminary results from the department of veterinary suspect poisoning by a 

wild plant. 

The spots of FMD reported in the previous month are under control. Vaccination against PPR and CCPR in 

the entire district is ongoing and Nabilatuk, Lorengdwat and Namalu sub-counties have been covered so 

far. Vaccination of poultry against New castle was conducted in Lorengdwat.  

In both districts the quarantine against the sale and movement of animals is still running. Trade routes 

have been closed. 

However, communities are advised to take the quarantine seriously for the districts to contain the FMD 

outbreak. 



  Live stock body condition: 

Live stock body Condition Remarks: 

Following the availability of pastures and water for the 

animals, an improvement in the body condition was reported. 

There was an increase in animals with good condition, and a 

decrease in both Fair and poor condition.  Additionally the 

controlled disease situation especially in Nakapiripirit also 

explains the improvement in livestock body condition. 

  Calf mortality rate (%): 

Livestock mortality rate Remarks: 

 April registered a reduction in the mortality 

rate of calves. This 22% decrease is attributed 

to the reduction in the distances moved to 

access grazing fields and to the low level of 

disease infection, especially in Nakapiripirit 

district where the disease situation has been 

contained to some extent. 

Lastly the availability of adequate pastures 

and water for the animals has made possible 

for cows to support the nutritive demands for 

the calves. 
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 Types of water source:  

 
April revealed a reduction in the 

diversity of water sources 

compared to March. There was a 

continued decrease in the 

percentage of population using rain 

fed water sources. This reduction is 

attributed to the poor sanitary 

condition of these collection points 

as the rain season continues and as 

well communities have heed to 

recommendations of using 

borehole water as the safest water 

source. Communities abandon the 

use of traditional river wells and 

Natural ponds while river usage 

reduced from 23% last month to 

19% in April. Pans and dams 

reduced from 3% to 1%. Boreholes 

have remained the most safe water 

source with an increase in usage 

from 69% to 77%. 

 

 

Time spent to fetch water (Hour(s)) 

There was a decrease in the average time spent to fetch water. This is attributed to the rainy season that 

has contributed to fill in the various collection points. Additionally the existing boreholes were 

supplemented with 11 more boreholes. However this number could not so much reduce the time spent to 

fetch water from boreholes because households using the boreholes increased due to the sensitization 

campaign and recommendation to stick on borehole water for household use. 

 



  Type Of Crop Planted: 

Type of Crop Planted Remarks: 

 Maize is so far the most planted crop at 33% 
followed by sorghum and beans at 27% and 16% 
respectively. These results represent crops that 
were planted early in March by farmers in the wet 
belts. Most of the early planting was done using 
farmers own seed, and it was maize seed that was 
highly stocked. 
Planting is still ongoing mainly in the dry belt and 
the prediction is that sorghum will eventually cover 
the highest acreage. 
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Crop condition:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Type of animals available in the market: 
 

 

 

 

 

Type of animal Total number Type(female/male, mature/immature) 

Bull Nil Male, Mature 

Cows Nil Female, Mature 

Bull calves Nil Male, Immature 

Heifer Nil Female, Immature 

 

No animals were presented on the market for sale due to the ongoing quarantine imposed on the sale and 

movement of animals. 

The month reflected 73% good, 18% Fair and 9% 

poor crop condition. The Fair and poor conditions 

are attributed to a period of rain break that was 

experienced between the end of March and mid-

April. Therefore, crops planted early in the season 

were deprived of enough water for proper growth. 

Some of the households have replanted their 

gardens. This situation could however improve if 

the rains continue in May/June. 

 

 



c

  Terms of trade: 

Terms of trade Remarks: 

April picked on an increasing trend in the prices of food stuff.  There was marked decrease in the prices of charcoal 
as result of reduced demand from the external markets mainly because of poor roads during the rainy season.  
Therefore, the difference between the prices of charcoal and sorghum explains the decrease in the terms of trade 
over the month of April. Projections indicate that the situation is not expected to improve before households 
harvest their crop in late June. 
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Rainfall estimates:  

Rainfall estimates (source: FEWSNET): 

The first ten (10) days of the month were very dry with out any rain fall experienced and the last ten (10) days 
showed heavy rainfall. 
 
This rainfall pattern is usually good enough for the livestock since pasture is regenerated for the livestock; 
however this is not enough to sustain growth of crops that were planted in late March 2011. The situation needs 
to be closely monitored so as to see how this rainfall distribution of May might affect the crop production. As 
expected, Nakapiripirit shows more rainfall than Amudat during the month of March. 
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Seasonal forecast 

The seasonal forecast predicts that there is increased likelihood of normal to below normal rainfall over the MAM 
season and that the rain will most likely end late in June. 

 

Vegetation condition (Percentage) 

Plant species Turning 

yellow 

Shading 

off leaves 

Desert Dates (Ekoreete) Nil Nil 

Accacia (Ekodiokodioi) Nil Nil 

Mushrooms and 

Mosses appearing 

Nil 

 

The leaves of most of the tree species are pale green at 

the moment following the onset of the dry season. There 

is no case of leaf shade now that plants are receiving 

adequate amounts of water. Mushrooms appeared early 

at the onset of the rains and at the moment they are not 

present. 

NAKAPIRIPIRIT 

AMUDAT 



Temperature pattern with 12 months historical data (Degree Celsius): 

Temperature Remarks: 

The Automatic weather link was not functional over the month of April due to technical faults. 
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        10-Dec 11-Jan 11-Feb 11-Mar 11-Apri 

Average amount of water available at HH level 
             74 

91.39 74 69.8        119.6 

 

There was an increase in the average amount of water collected per day by the households in April. This is 

attributed to the availability of water in the various collection points since the onset of the rainy season. 

Additionally there was an increased in the number of boreholes from which households could access safe 

drinking water. The level of water collected daily is now enough to meet the basic requirement of 15L/ppd. 

Unsafe water usage: 

Communities that are using unsafe water sources were not ascertained in April. However, 

households are advised to stick to boreholes as the only source of safe water. 

 

Average amount of water fetched daily. 



  Price of wood and charcoal pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of wood and charcoal Remarks: 

April represented a decrease in the price of charcoal and slight increase in the price of firewood. The decrease in 
charcoal prices is attributed to the reduction in demand for charcoal from the external markets due to poor 
roads in this rainy season. Local communities use more firewood than charcoal except in the trading areas. 
Therefore, changes in supply of charcoal on the market (which decreased in April due to the fact that people are 
engaged in agricultural labour) have less effect on the price locally since demand is almost constant. However, 
with the reduction in demand from neighbouring areas of Mbale the prices are low. 
On the other hand firewood prices increased slightly due to the difficulty in accessing the wood in the rainy 
season. Firewood is the main source of fuel within communities, therefore reduced supplies on the local markets 
contributed to increased prices. 

  Price of labor pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of labor Remarks: 

Labor prices remained constant at 1500 Uganda shillings between March and April. This is attributed to 

the fact that most communities that are demanding for labor are mainly demanding for weeding and 

planting exercise which costs a fee of approximately 1500 Uganda shillings. However, an increase in the 

price of labor is expected as agricultural activities will intensify. 
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  Type of Food Eaten (Based on Ranks): 

Type Food Eaten Remarks: 

Maize and sorghum were the most consumed food stuff; this was followed by cassava flour and dried 

potato chips. Observations showed these food items are mainly procured from the market. Few 

communities mainly in Karita and Namalu reported consumption of wild fruits and vegetables.  

Apr 

Karita Beans 1 

Cassava 1 

Potatoes 1 

Rice 1 

G/nuts 1 

Maize 1 

Meat 1 

     Sorghum 1 

Millet 1 

Drought Bulletin Report  Page 11 of  14 

 



Apr 

Karita Mixed None 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 1 

Nabilatuk Beans 1 

Cassava 1 

Gnuts 6 

Maize 3 

Meat 3 

Mixed 4 

Rice 7 

Sorghum 2 

Nakapiripirit  
TC Beans 1 

Cowpeas 3 

Maize 1 

Cassava 3 

Potatoes 3 

Rice 2 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 1 

Namalu Beans 3 

Cassava 1 

      Cowpeas 9 

G/nuts 6 

Maize 2 

Meat 4 

Mixed 5 

Potatoes 8 

Pumpkins None 

Rice None 

Sorghum 3 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 6 
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  Incidence of Acute Malnutrition: 

Incidence of Acute Malnutrition Remarks: 

 Information from the nutrition surveillance was not available in April. 
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Coping mechanisms: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April depicted an increase in the number of households adopting coping mechanisms that were 
reflected in March. This increasing trend is attributed to the continued effects of increasing food 
prices, the quarantine on the sale and movement of livestock and their products as well as reduced 
production and demand for charcoal. 
 It should be noted that key strategies such as relying on hunting for food and going an entire day 
without food significantly increased. Borrowing food on credit from neighbors reduced by 10% 
most likely because the stocks of the households who were still able to store food up to now are 
reducing.  Predictions indicate that more households especially within the pastoral zones are likely 
to adopt extreme measures since they have been cut off from the sale of animals and milk, the main 
source of income as result of the FMD outbreak. 
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Freedom of movement: 

The security situation was fairly 

stable, over the month of April, with 

no communities feeling insecure to 

move during the day. Contrary to 

this, all communities responded that 

it was not secure moving in the 

night mainly due to fears of raids 

from other tribes, a common 

practice during the rainy season. 

 
 

 


