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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Kenya. It 
covers the period from 3rd to 12th May 2011. The next report will be issued in accordance with developments on 
the ground.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• More than 40 people killed  and another 2000 displaced in the Kenya/Ethiopia cross-border clashes  
• Environmental degradation, drought & scarce resources and persistent insecurity blamed for conflict 
• Kenyan Government urged to protect civilians in Northern Kenya   
• Support to livestock and fishing operations critical to restore livelihoods 

 
 

II. Situation Overview 

A cross-border conflict on the Kenya/Ethiopia border has left more than 40 people dead and 2000 others 
displaced in what appears to be revenge attacks between the Turkanas of Kenya and Dasaanage (Merrille) 
of Ethiopia. Kenya has borne the largest casualty with more than 20 of its citizens reported to be have been 
killed in the bloody clashes which took place on 4th May 2010. Confirmation of casualty figures continue to 
change as more bodies are discovered in the desert area of Turkana.  

Initial assessments conducted by agencies on the ground indicate that the Turkanas in Todonyang have fled 
to nearby villages because of continued threats of insecurity and a lack of physical security personnel to 
protect them from further attacks. At Loarengak (on the shores of Lake Turkana), there are about 80 families 
who fled there on 4th May 2011 after the deadly conflict; another  120 other families fled westwards to 
Kokuro, Meyan and Karebur locations. Many more are believed to be in surrounding areas.   
 
On 10 May 2011, the Turkana Professionals Association led a peaceful demonstration in Nairobi to urge the 
Kenyan Government to deploy a larger security presence to the troubled region which they say has been 
neglected. Information received from various sources indicates that the Ethiopian side of the border is better 
secured with government security forces as well as immigration officers.  

President Kibaki chaired a security 
meeting with Prime Minister Raila 
Odinga and several top security 
personnel on heightening security 
presence in Turkana.  Prime Minister 
Raila Odinga also visited the affected 
population in Todonyang on 11 May 
2011 to assure the community of the 
Government’s move to step up security 
for their protection. On 11 May, 
parliament suspended its planned 
sessions to discuss insecurity in 
Kenya’s cross border regions.  

Revenge attacks between the two 
communities are cyclical in this region 
since the 1990s but the recent conflict is 
the worst the community has faced. The 
conflicts are linked to resource sharing 
for which the two groups compete for 
food, such as cattle and the fish found 
in and around Lake Turkana. Some 
conflicts have been linked to cultural 
circumcision practices which require 
killing as a rite of passage. Several 
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peace initiatives that have included the Elders Committee and cross-border local authorities from both 
groups have temporarily yielded a fragile peace in the past.  

Environmental degradation of the delta is also leading to a changing habitation in the region which forces the 
Dasaanage (Merrille) of Ethiopia to encroach more onto Kenyan territory as the delta expands. Some of the 
Ethiopian Dasaanage (Merrile) live some 8-12 kilometeres inside Kenya. Furthermore, drought and its 
associated scarcity of resources forces Turkanas to migrate towards Ethiopia for fishing and access to 
markets for purchases of food from their agro-pastoral neighbours. The concentration of the two communities 
over water and pasture has often led to clashes.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response
 

 EARLY RECOVERY 
 
Needs: Some 200 households, of whom  95% are fishermen have completely lost their source of livelihood 
after their fishing nets were stolen during the conflict. Some families are also reported to have lost some 100 
cows, 50 donkeys and 80 goats that were apparently moved into Ethiopia during the raid.  
Response: No livelihood response has been provided yet.  
Gaps & Constraints: A detailed assessment of affected populations is needed to ascertain how many 
people have lost their assets.  
 

 FOOD 
 
Needs: Some 2000 people are reported displaced to host communities but few people have been reached 
with the limited food provided.  
Response: The Ministry of State for Special Programmes, through the Crisis Response Centre, has 
dispatched some emergency food aid to the region. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) has provided two 
bags of rice; The Standard Media Group has also provided  three  bags of cabbages, four  bags of rice 
(50Kgs each), 10 dozens of water cartons and three cartons of oil. 
Gaps & Constraints: Access  to displaced communities remains challenging due to insecurity. A detailed 
assessment of affected populations is needed to ascertain how many people need support.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
Needs: Food insecurity is eroded following the loss of fishing and livestock assets. 
Response: No response to support food security activities.  
Gaps & Constraints: Longer-term planning is required and planning is currently constrained because of 
limited access to the region. Communities still displaced and recovery efforts difficult to plan in whilst 
communities are displacement. Furthermore, the current drought has exacerbated food security concerns.   
  

 HEALTH 
 
Needs: Psychosocial counseling to families that lost families and communities members who have been 
exposed to gruesome murder scenes is needed.  
Response: No response has been provided. 
Gaps & Constraints: Access to affected communities remains a challeng. 
  

 PROTECTION 
 
Needs: There is an urgent need for strengthened security presence to protect civilians and quell further 
violence  
Response: The Government of Kenya has increased security presence in the area.  
Gaps & Constraints: Cross-border negotiations are necessary to bring the two conflicting parties together to 
discuss long-term peace solutions.  
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE 
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Needs: Provision of water to the displaced community remains a major need.  
Response: Water at the displacement site is adequeate through NGOs running development water 
programming in loarengak. MERLIN, Christian Children’s Fund (CCF) and Oxfam are present in the area.   
Gaps & Constraints: Emergency water supply to the displacement site is a gap. High insecurity and 
remoteness of the displacement site is a constraint.  
 

IV. Coordination 
The Government of Kenya , through the District Commissioner is leading coordination of response to the 
affected areas, with support from the Catholic Mission of Todonyang, the Kenya Red Cross society, Oxfam 
GB, Merlin and CCF. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has been on the ground and 
conducted an assessment too.  OCHA with partners in a climate-change adaptation initiative, Security in 
Mobility (SIM), which advocates for facilitated mobility for pastoralists, is planning a mission to Turkana in 
June 2011 to look at possibility for designing longer-term inter-sectorial response. SIM comprises of four 
agencies- OCHA, Institute for Security Studies (ISS), UNEP and IOM.  
 
 The conflict in Turkana requires an integrated approach that addresses human security issues [livelihoods, 
education, water access, markets and safety issues] 
 
 
 

V. Funding 
 
OCHA is liaising with the KRCS on needs and gaps in response and possible use of the Emergency 
Response Fund (ERF).  
 
 
III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
 

VI. Contact 
Please contact: 
Nairobi:  
Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office and Officer –in-Charge, 
 lavandhomme@un.org, +254 (20) 762 5148,  
Choice Okoro, Head of Communications and Advocacy  
okoroc@un.org  +254 (20) 762 5317 
Nairobi: Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/ Coordination and Reporting,  
mwapet@un.org, +254762 5316  
For more information, please visit http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya.  
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochakenya@un.org  
 

 


