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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: 2,400 people affected by heavy rains.  Preventative alert for the Santiaguito volcano.  

 BRAZIL: Cases of dengue are increasing in Río de Janeiro; some 52 people have died. 

 LAC:  Food prices continue to rise.  The poorest people spend up to 70 per cent of their earnings on food. 
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HEAVY RAINS - FLOODS 

GUATEMALA: Recent rains have affected the 

northern region of the country, mainly the city of 

Puerto Barrios in the Department of Izabal, 

where some 2,400 people have been affected by 

flooding. Authorities are on alert as this is the 

first flooding of the rainy season that was 

forecasted to begin in the middle of May. 

Source: National Risk Reduction Coordinator (CONRED). 

 

VOLCANO 

GUATEMALA: On Thursday, authorities declared 

a preventative yellow alert for the departments 

of Quetzaltenango and Retalhuleu (in the 

western part of the country), due to increased 

activity from the Santiaguito volcano. The 

volcano has increase in the number of 

explosions dispersing ash and lava.  Over the 

week, the ash column of one of the explosions 

reached 1,200 meters above the crater. Civil 

Aviation authorities in Guatemala took 

precautionary measures for air-traffic in a 15 

kilometre radius of the volcano. The volcano has 

been active since last year, although it has not 

caused damages nor has there been a need for 

evacuation.   

Source: National Risk Reduction Coordinator (CONRED). 

 

EPIDEMIC 

BRAZIL – DENGUE: In the first four months of 

the year, 52 people have died in Río de Janeiro 

from dengue.  Authorities are concerned as it is 

the third worst outbreak in this region of the 

country in the last 25 years.  Sanitation 

authorities from Río de Janeiro registered 

77,260 suspected cases of dengue between 

January and April. 

Source: Health Secretariat of Rio de Janeiro. 

 

 

Approximately 2,400 people were affected by floods in the city of 

Puerto Barrios, Izabal. ©CONRED. 
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FOOD SECURITY 

LAC: The international rise in food prices is 

aggravating hunger and mal-nutrition in Latin 

America and the Caribbean.  In 2010, hunger 

affected 52.5 million Latin-Americans. Despite 

government efforts, there has been no 

significant reduction in food and nutrition 

insecurity in the most vulnerable populations in 

the region. In Latin America, populations living 

in the poorest social classes allocate more than 

70% of their budget to the purchase of food.  

Source: United Nations Food and Agriculture Agency. 

 

FOREST FIRES 

GUATEMALA: From November 2010 until mid-

May 2011, the country has had 613 forest fires; 

a 12 per cent increase compared to the 2009 – 

2010 dry season. Although the fires are all under 

control, 2,800 hectares of forest have been lost. 

Quiché is the most affected department, 

followed by Jalapa, Baja Verapaz, 

Chimaltenango and Zacapa.  

Source: National Risk Reduction Coordinator (CONRED). 

 

 

 

 


