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During the month of April, DCI-

Palestine documented the killing of a 

nine-year-old boy during an Israeli 

attack in Gaza City on 8 April 2011; an 

incident of soldier violence against a 

17-year-old boy in Hebron, and an 

incident of settler violence against a 

13-year-old boy in Nablus. 

 

On 14 April 2011, three members of 

the UN fact-finding mission to Gaza 

issued a statement in response to 

Richard Goldstone‟s op-ed in the 

Washington Post earlier this month, in 

which he „reconsidered‟ parts of the 

fact-finding mission‟s report. His co-

authors stated  that they  „firmly  stand 

by  the   conclusions‟  of  the   report,    
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and added that „there is no 

justification for any demand or 

expectation for reconsideration of 

the report as nothing of substance 

has appeared that would in any 

way change the context, findings 

or conclusions of that report with 

respect to any of the parties to the 

Gaza conflict.‟  

 

Investigations into the murder of a 

settler family in the settlement of 

Itamar in the West Bank led to the 

capture of two teens from the 

village of Awarta. According to 

some news reports, one of the 

teens who confessed to the crime is 

17 years old.  
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 Haaretz – Itamar murders and 

Palestinian rights 
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 B’Tselem - Video footage: 
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settler revenge attack 

 The Guardian – Father of slain 
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Number of Palestinian children killed as a result of Israeli military and settler presence (OPT) 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 

2011 TOTAL 

94 98 192 130 162 52 124 50 112 315 8 

 
8 1345 

  

 

 

9-year-old boy‟s father shows pieces of the shirt the boy was wearing when he was killed by tank 

shells in Gaza. Credit: DCI 
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Sami H. (17 years) - On 11 April 2011, a 17-year-old boy is beaten and harassed by an 

Israeli soldier near the Ramat Yishai settlement in Tel Rumeida, Hebron City. 

 

Sami lives in the West Bank city of Hebron, in the Israeli controlled neighbourhood of Tel 

Rumeida. At around 7:00 am on Monday, 11 April, Sami was on his way to work in 

Bethlehem. Near one of the checkpoints into Tel Rumeida, an Israeli soldier called him 

over and asked him where he was going. He then ordered Sami to wait a few metres 

away and after three minutes came over and slapped him across the face. He asked 

Sami where he lived and accused him of lying when Sami said he was from Tel Rumeida. 

Sami recalls: „We kept arguing for about four minutes. Then, he kicked me below the 

knees five or six times, and punched me in the chest and face. They weren’t hard or 

painful blows, he just wanted to provoke me,’ says Sami. However, the beating took a 

turn for the worse. „Then, the soldier head-butted me so hard I screamed.‟ On hearing the 

noise some Palestinian residents came to help, but the soldier ordered them to leave. Just 

then another soldier arrived. He asked for Sami‟s ID and on examining it explained to the 

other soldier that Sami was from Tel Rumeida. The second soldier gave Sami back his ID 

and ordered him to leave. Sami had a headache from the head-butt for several hours 

after the incident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahmoud al-Jarou (9 years) - On 8 April 2011, a nine-year-old boy is killed in an Israeli 

airstrike in Gaza City.   

 

Mahmoud lived with his parents and seven siblings in the ash-Shuja‟iyeh area of Gaza 

City. On Friday, 8 April 2011, at around 4:30 pm, Mahmoud was playing in the cemetery, 

when his father heard people saying that „fighters were about to fire mortar shells from 

among the graves on the south side of the cemetery.‟ He rushed to the cemetery to look 

for Mahmoud and, when he arrived, a drone plane was circling overhead. „At that 

moment, there was a huge explosion about 40 metres away from me, and I saw heavy 

smoke and dust rising, as well as something like a human body flying in the air and 

landing on the ground. (...) I ran for about 30 metres and kept searching among the 

graves, until I saw two legs on the ground. I realised they were Mahmoud’s because of 

the new shoes I had bought for him in the morning. I looked around and saw the rest of 

the body about five metres away I ran to the body without knowing what to do. I will 

never forget what I saw. I saw his insides hanging out, and blood pumping from his 

stomach. I stood there shouting and hitting my head.’ Minutes later, an ambulance 

arrived. As the paramedic and a neighbour rushed toward Wael and his son‟s body, 

there was another strike. The neighbour was killed and the paramedic injured. Then, 

another ambulance arrived and helped Mahmoud‟s father carry his son‟s body.  

Mahmoud was buried on 9 April 2011. His father says: „I cry whenever I remember 

Mahmoud in the cemetery. It was a horrific scene.’ 

 

 

 

Yazan H. (13 years) - On 24 April 2011, a 13-year-old boy is hospitalised when hit by a 

rock thrown by settlers at a checkpoint outside the West Bank City of Nablus. 

 

Around 12 pm on 24 April, Yazan was travelling with his father into Nablus to deliver their 

homemade sweets to shops in the city. At a roundabout before the checkpoint into the 

city, Israeli police ordered Yazan‟s father, Amir, to stop the car. At that point, a group of 

settlers heading towards them started to pelt the car with stones. To shield his son from 

the attack, Amir put Yazan‟s head between the seats and tried to cover it as best he 

could with his leg and hands. The windscreen was smashed, and the settlers started 

aiming directly for the child. Yazan was hit on the head by a large stone. Amir reports it 

was „about three or four kilograms.’ Amir noticed that all this time, the Israeli police just 

stood there, doing nothing. One of them was laughing at the incident. Amir stepped out 

of the car and was immediately surrounded by military police. He took Yazan out of the 

car when he saw the settlers leaving. Amir and Yazan then waited for an ambulance to 

take them to hospital. They were treated and released four hours later. Due to loss of 

earnings from the attack, Amir couldn‟t afford to buy the prescribed medication for his 

son.  Three days later, Yazan explains he is still in pain and „very scared of settlers. In my 

head, I still see them in white clothes with their scary faces. That makes me scared all the 

time.‟ 

 

 I still feel pain in the head especially when I try to sit down. I’m very scared of 

settlers. In my head, I still see them in white clothes with their scary faces. That 

makes me scared all the time. 
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For information on child rights 

violations during Operation Cast 

Lead in Gaza read DCI and Al 

Mezan’s report: Bearing the Brunt 

Again  

 

 

*** 

For information on settler violence 

against Palestinian children read 

DCI-Palestine’s latest report: Under 

Attack: Settler Violence against 

Palestinian Children in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory 

 

 

 

*** 

For information on Palestinian 

Child Prisoners read DCI’s latest 

Detention Bulletin, or the report: 

Palestinian Child Prisoners, The 

systematic and institutionalised ill-

treatment and torture of 

Palestinian children by Israeli 

authorities 

 

 

  

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits from 

victims and/or eye witnesses of human 

rights violations against Palestinian 

children. These affidavits are collected 

in Arabic and further reviewed by 

trained staff to determine appropriate 

follow up action. Additional case 

summaries are available on request. For 

further information contact an 

advocacy officer at ria@dci-pal.org  
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Statement by the members of the UN fact-finding mission to Gaza 

 

On 14 April 2011, three members of the UN fact-finding mission to Gaza issued a 

statement in response to Richard Goldstone‟s op-ed in the Washington Post 

earlier this month, in which he „reconsidered‟ parts of the fact-finding mission‟s 

report. The co-authors of the report defended its findings, and stated that „calls 

to reconsider or even retract the report, as well as attempts at misrepresenting 

its nature and purpose, disregard the right of victims, Palestinian and Israeli, to 

truth and justice. They also ignore the responsibility of the relevant parties under 

international law to conduct prompt, thorough, effective and independent 

investigations. We regret the personal attacks and the extraordinary pressure 

placed on members of the fact-finding mission since we began our work in 

May 2009. This campaign has been clearly aimed at undermining the integrity 

of the report and its authors. Had we given in to pressures from any quarter to 

sanitise our conclusions, we would be doing a serious injustice to the hundreds 

of innocent civilians killed during the Gaza conflict, the thousands injured, and 

the hundreds of thousands whose lives continue to be deeply affected by the 

conflict and the blockade.’ 

 

Since 2008, DCI-Palestine has documented the deaths of 423 children in Gaza 

as a result of Israeli military actions. 352 of these child fatalities occurred as a 

result of Operation Cast Lead (December 2008 – January 2009). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the spotlight 

 
Teens confess to Itamar murders 
 

According to news reports, in mid April two Palestinian teenagers confessed to 

the murder of a settler family in the settlement of Itamar on 11 March 2011.  

Reports on the ages of the perpetrators are conflicting, with some media 

outlets reporting that one of them was 17 years old. Nothing can justify the killing 

of civilians, particularly children, regardless of the circumstances. 

 

Settler Violence  

 

On 24 April 2011, „Palestinian security forces killed one Israeli settler and injured 

three others, when the latter approached a Palestinian checkpoint in a car 

and failed to stop after being ordered to do so. The settlers had entered the 

city without prior coordination with the Israeli or Palestinian authorities in order 

to visit the Joseph’s Tomb shrine. Following the incident, Israeli forces closed 

nearby checkpoints for approximately four hours and made an incursion into 

Nablus City.‟ (See UN report).  

 

Later that day, in a retaliatory attack, a 13-year-old Palestinian boy suffered a 

head injury when settlers pelted his car with stones as Israeli police looked on 

without taking action. Referring to the inaction of the Israeli authorities when it 

comes to attacks against Palestinians, B‟tselem says: „when Israeli civilians 

attack Palestinians, the Israeli authorities employ an undeclared policy of 

leniency and compromise toward the perpetrators. This policy is reflected in the 

actions of officials in charge of law enforcement – the Israel Defense Force 

(IDF) and the Israel Police Force (IPF) – which do not do enough to prevent 

harm to the life and property of Palestinians, and to stop the violent attacks by 

settlers while they are taking place.’ 

 

According to the UN, from 13-26 April 2011 there were 15 incidents of settler 

violence on Palestinians and their property in which 20 Palestinians were 

injured.  
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