
The Afghan government‟s budget for SY 1390 

(2011-12), which was rejected by the Wolesi 

Jirga (Lower House of Parliament), also drew 

media attention. Pajhwok Afghan News quoted 

government officials as saying that the budget 

was rejected by members of parliament (MPs) 

not due to any specific objections with the 

document but in order to pressure Afghan 

President Hamid Karzai to dissolve a special 

election court he tasked to investigate the 

2010 parliamentary election. In contrast, MPs 

interviewed by Tolo News indicated that they 

wanted the opportunity to question Afghan 

government ministers about their progress and 

proposed expenditures in person before revis-

ing and approving the budget. However, the 

Wolesi Jirga‟s failure to approve the budget 

thus far has prevented the Afghan government 

from spending the proposed “development 

budget” for SY 1390. The development 

budget includes spending for the introduction 

of new products and services as well as the 

expansion of existing structures. 
 

Finally, with the recent end of SY 1389 (2010-

11) in Afghanistan, provinces began to report 

on revenue collection. According to Pajhwok, 

the Kandahar municipal government was only 

able to collect a third of the money it had 

planned as a result of shortfalls in staffing. Of 

the 119 positions within the municipality, only 

38 were filled; another 20 municipal staff 

members had been fired for corruption. Many 

other municipal staff members resigned given 

the dangerous circumstances in which they 

work. In a separate article, Pajhwok noted that 

the comparatively stable province of Herat in 

western Afghanistan had collected 39% more 

money in SY 1389 than the year before, 

largely due to increased customs revenues.  

F 
oreign aid to Afghanistan received a 

great deal of attention this past week. 

Aid workers are beginning to voice 

concerns that aid financing for Afghanistan 

may decline as foreign troops begin to with-

draw from the country later this year, accord-

ing to the United Nations-affiliated Integrated 

Regional Information Network (IRIN). Experi-

ence in Iraq, Kosovo and elsewhere shows that 

donors for humanitarian, reconstruction and 

development programmes commonly become 

less willing to disburse aid once their coun-

tries no longer have military boots on the 

ground, says IRIN. Civilian reconstruction 

spending from the United States, Afghani-

stan's largest foreign donor, is expected to 

decline only slightly in the coming years, from 

USD 4.8 billion in 2009 to USD 4.5 billion in 

2012. 
 

Aid projects in Afghanistan are putting money 

into the hands of the Taliban and other insur-

gent groups, according to experts and private 

contractors interviewed by the Agence-France 

Presse (AFP). Companies undertaking infra-

structure rehabilitation projects such as road 

building, for example, are required to pay a 

proportion of the project cost to the Taliban to 

prevent being attacked. One contractor noted 

that he had paid the Taliban approximately 

USD 20,000 per month for seven months in 

order to build a road in a Taliban-controlled 

area. Contractors who do not receive approval 

from insurgent leaders in insecure areas are 

likely to face repeated attacks and may be 

unable to implement projects. The AFP article 

also notes that the Taliban, by “taxing” aid 

projects and serving as the final line of ap-

proval for construction works, has increased 

its position as a parallel government to the 

official state structures. 
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A 
report recently released by the Internal Displacement 

Monitoring Centre (IDMC) estimates the total number 

of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Afghanistan 

to be 352,000. This figure includes those who were displaced 

prior to 2003 but not those who are in rural settlements which 

are not formally registered. According to this report entitled 

Internal Displacement Global Overview of Trends and Devel-

opments in 2010, the ongoing conflict between pro-

government forces and armed opposition groups in Afghani-

stan led to „new‟ displacements of nearly 100,000 Afghans in 

2010. Children were found to comprise 60% of all displaced 

Afghans while widows and members of other vulnerable 

groups were described as being unable to flee easily from con-

flict. The report also noted key challenges facing IDPs in Af-

ghanistan including the following: food insecurity and malnu-

trition, increased exposure to landmines, the threat of sexual 

exploitation among children, the forced recruitment of male 

IDPs into armed groups, land rights issues and a lack of access 

to political processes. The Afghan Ministry of Refugees and 

Repatriation (MoRR) is the government entity responsible for 

responding to the needs of IDPs in the country. A national IDP 

taskforce was established by the MoRR in 2008 and co-chaired 

by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) with the goal of achieving a better understanding of 

the current IDP population in the country and exploring oppor-

tunities for return or local integration as well as reviewing pre-

vention strategies. UNHCR planning figures for 2011 show 

that it anticipates more than 400,000 IDPs in need of assis-

tance this year in Afghanistan. 
 

In related news, the Pakistani Ministry of States and Frontier 

Regions (SAFRON) reported that more than 1.6 million regis-

tered Afghan refugees residing in Pakistan have received new 

Proof of Registration (PoR) cards from the National Data Reg-

istration Authority (NADRA). The Associated Press of Paki-

stan (APP) went on to note that the new cards allow registered 

Afghans to reside legally in Pakistan until December 2012. 

Moreover, a SAFRON official explained that many Afghan 

refugees remain in Pakistan as a result of insecurity, poverty 

and a lack of land ownership in their home country.  
 

L 
ast week, the Afghan Attorney General‟s Office (AGO) 

announced the arrest of two-high level officials on cor-

ruption charges (see 30 March CFC Afghanistan Re-

view - Governance & Participation section). The New York 

Times subsequently reported that, as soon as Afghan President 

Hamid Karzai learned of the arrest, he intervened to secure the 

release of Noorullah Delawari, one of 

his closest advisers. Some confusion 

regarding the arrest ensued. Mr. Dela-

wari told the Associated Press that, 

rather than being arrested, he was ques-

tioned and voluntarily released. 
 

The incident involving Mr Delawari fed 

into broader concerns regarding Afghan 

authorities‟ ability to prosecute politi-

cally-connected officials. An AGO offi-

cial told the New York Times that, 

“unfortunately when it comes to high-

ranking government officials, we can‟t do anything”. A similar 

sentiment was expressed by Afghanistan‟s Deputy Attorney 

General during a hearing of the Parliament Judicial Committee 

for Administrative Reform and Tackling Corruption. Deputy 

Attorney General Rahmatollah Nazari told Afghan members of 

parliament (MPs) that cases of 20 high-ranking government 

officials, including an ambassador, a minister, a deputy minis-

ter and a military commander are currently under investigation 

by the AGO. However, Mr. Nazari also declared that his office 

lacked power to arrest high level government officials who are 

accused of administrative corruption, reports Noor TV. 

Pajhwok Afghan News further adds that Mr. Nazari stated that 

a deputy minister had been sentenced to five years of prison 

for embezzlement of USD 100 million in 2005 but that he had 

never been arrested due to fears that doing so might spark vio-

lence. Elaborating upon this theme, Azzizolah Ludin, the head 

of the High Office for Oversight and Anti-Corruption 

(HOOAC), emphasised that his office cannot combat corrup-

tion alone and required the support and cooperation of MPs, 

the AGO, the Chief Justice and President Karzai. 

  

Regarding the other corruption-related arrest 

last week, Agence France Presse reports that 

former Minister of Transportation, Inayatul-

lah Qasimi, was released. However, represen-

tatives of the AGO announced that he would 

face trial for misuse of public funds and abuse 

of authority. Pajhwok adds that that Mr 

Qasimi was freed on bail but that he is banned 

from travelling abroad as long as he is under 

investigation. 
 

In other news, the Daily Times of Pakistan 

reports that a 20-person delegation of the Afghan Wolesi Jirga 

(Lower House of Parliament) and Meshrano Jirga (Upper 

House of the Parliament) visited Pakistan to hold a joint meet-

ing with Pakistani MPs. This event was organised by the Paki-

stan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency 

(PILDAT). At the meeting, MPs from both countries discussed 

issues of mutual interest, including terrorism, transit trade and 

the role of the media in bringing the two countries closer to 

one another, according to the joint declaration issued at the end 

of the event. This declaration also called for the creation of a 

“Joint Commission” to identify issues that might arise between 

Afghanistan and Pakistan and to find solutions for them before 

problems emerge. The next dialogue is scheduled to take place 

in Kabul in May 2011. 
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“Unfortunately when it comes to 

high-ranking government officials, 

we can’t do anything”. 

Afghan Official, 

Attorney General’s Office  
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o vercrowding in Kabul has led the Afghan government 

to launch a major public-private partnership (PPP) to 

build a city known as "New Kabul" approximately 30 

minutes drive from Kabul, reports The Telegraph. The USD 34 

billion project is currently slated for completion in 2025; it is 

hoped that the new city will include a 

population of approximately 1.5 million 

people. By 2025, the project – which was 

first approved by the Afghan government 

in 2009 – is expected to create 500,000 

jobs, including 100,000 in agriculture, 

100,000 in industry and 300,000 in services 

and other sectors. The first phase of New 

Kabul, to be completed in 2015, is to pro-

vide 80,000 housing units for 400,000 peo-

ple. Construction could start as early as 

January 2013. 
 

In what Afghan officials have described as 

a “mega project”, the Canadian govern-

ment is undertaking the rehabilitation of as 

many as 500 km of irrigation canals in Kandahar province, 

reports the Vancouver Sun. Canadian engineers are currently 

working to dredge and re-shape irrigation canals which have 

become clogged and widened by years of erosion. The next 

phase of the project involves dredging silt from the Dahla 

Dam, thus improving its water-storage capacity. Local farmers 

are reportedly disappointed with what they perceive to be the 

slow pace of the project and the focus upon low-tech ap-

proaches such as using compacted dirt to line irrigation canals. 

As reported in previous editions of the CFC Afghanistan Re-

view, attacks against engineers and construction workers ap-

pear to be on the rise. Four Afghan engineers were killed in 

Gulran district in Herat province on Saturday, 02 April, ac-

cording to the Bakhtar News Agency. On a related topic, TIME 

Magazine reports that India may be ques-

tioning its involvement in infrastructure 

projects and other development initiatives 

in Afghanistan given the numerous attacks 

against Indian personnel in the country. 

The Indian government has reportedly con-

tributed approximately USD 1.3 billion to 

Afghanistan, including USD 125 million 

for the construction of a new Afghan par-

liament building. 
 

Finally, damaged infrastructure has pre-

vented the adequate supply of natural gas 

to businesses and homes in the city of 

Sheberghan in Jowzjan province in north-

ern Afghanistan, reports Pajhwok Afghan 

News. Natural gas wells near the city, which provide heat as 

well as energy for homes, bakeries, hotels and brick kilns, 

have been damaged by decades of conflict and neglect. The 

Sheberghan municipal government indicates that it lacks the 

resources to rehabilitate the wells and improve the supply of 

energy. The cut in the natural gas supply to businesses has 

resulted in the loss of 1,500 jobs. 
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crease appears to have been linked to the rise in out-patient 

therapeutic and in-patient care programmes offered throughout 

the country. The Afghan Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) is 

working to reduce infant mortality by 30% (to 115 per 1,000 

live births) and to reduce under-five mortality by 35% (to 167 

per 1,000 live births) according to the “National Public Nutri-

tion Policy & Strategy 2010-2013”.  

The United Nations Children‟s Fund (UNICEF) reports an 

improvement in the treatment of malnourished Afghan chil-

dren according to the latest Afghanistan Nutrition Cluster Bul-

letin. More than 85% of organisations within the cluster par-

ticipate in supplementary feeding programmes. More than 

4,667 children under five years of age were found to be se-

verely malnourished in January and February 2011, more than 

double the number treated a year earlier. However, this in-

Rule of  Law                       Anne-Catherine Claude  ►  anne-catherine.claude@cimicweb.org 

A 
 t the George W. Bush Institute conference entitled 

„Building Afghanistan‟s Future: Promoting Women‟s 

Freedom and Advancing their Economic Opportunity‟ 

President Hamid Karzai informed participants that reconcilia-

tion talks with the Taliban and other insurgent groups would 

not jeopardize women‟s rights.  He assured the group that the 

gains made by women since the fall of the Taliban would be 

“maintained”, according to the Associated Press. Furthermore, 

he added that Afghan women “want peace that respects the 

gains they have made”. As the reconciliation process draws 

near, women fear that their rights will be sacrificed for the 

sake of national reconciliation (see October 2010 CFC Justice 

report “Reconciliation talks with the Taliban and other insur-

gent group”). However, President Karzai guaranteed that the 

Afghan constitution would be upheld in any talks adding that 

“there will not be any changes allowed by the Afghan people 

that will diminish or reduce the gains women have made”. The 

conference brought together about 250 people, including repre-

sentatives of the US government, private sector leadership and 

non-governmental organizations that promote economic op-

portunity for women in Afghanistan.  
 

On a related note, in an interview with Fox News, former US 

President George W. Bush, expressed his concerns that the 

planned United States‟ withdrawal from Afghanistan would 

put women at risk.  He added that he doesn‟t believe it is ”in 

the interest of the United States or the world to create a safe 

“India may be questioning its  

involvement in infrastructure  

projects and other development 

initiatives in Afghanistan given 

the numerous attacks against  

Indian personnel in the country”. 
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haven for terrorists and stand by and watch women‟s rights be 

abused”. Instead, he emphasised that empowering women is 

one of the best ways to help build and consolidate democracy 

in Afghanistan.  
 

In other news, Tolo TV reported that the 

Afghan government welcomed the recent 

offer by Russia to assist and support the 

peace process. According to Reuters, the 

newly appointed Russian special envoy to 

Afghanistan, Zamir Kabulov, announced 

that Russia would be willing to open and 

facilitate talks with the Taliban. Russia has 

had no direct contact with the Taliban yet. 

Russian preconditions for opening the dia-

logue are similar to the ones from the US, 

namely that the Taliban should accept the 

Afghan constitution, give up fighting and 

cut their links with Al Qaeda. Tolo TV states that some Afghan 

political analysts view Russian involvement as being politi-

cally motivated. As stated by Mir Ahmad Joyenda, from the 

Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU), Russia 

“wants to be involved in Afghanistan‟s peace process so that 

they can play a role in issues related to Afghanistan in the fu-

ture”.   
 

At a meeting of the High Peace Council 

(HPC) in Uruzgan Province comprised of 

more than 300 tribal elders, Afghan offi-

cials and representatives of the civil society, 

Mohammad Amin Wiqat, the Head of pub-

lic awareness for the HPC, said that “we 

should start the reconciliation efforts within 

our families, in the villages, towns, districts 

and provinces” reports the United Nations 

Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

(UNAMA). During the meeting, the gover-

nor of Uruzgan, Mohammad Omar Sherzad 

urged local elders, provincial council mem-

bers, civil societies and others “to play their 

part to rebuild Uruzgan” and bring about 

peace. The meeting in Uruzgan was part of the awareness rais-

ing campaign undertaken by the HPC to explain the peace 

process and help build consensus around the issue.  

Security                                        Kathleen Hughes  ►  kathleen.hughes@cimicweb.org 

o n Friday, 01 April, the most deadly attack to date on 

the United Nations (UN) in Afghanistan took place in 

the city of Mazar-e Sharif in Balkh province, accord-

ing to Reuters. The attack, which resulted in the death of seven 

UN staff members, occurred while thousands of demonstrators 

were protesting the burning of the Quran by a small church in 

the United States. The protesters took to the streets after Friday 

prayers and headed for the UN mission. Balkh‟s provincial 

governor, Ata Mohammad Noor, says the demonstration pro-

vided insurgents with the opportunity to attack the compound. 

Meanwhile, UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping 

Operations, Alain Le Roy, told reporters that it was uncertain 

whether the UN was targeted for a specific reason or if the 

compound was attacked because it was a prominent interna-

tional target nearby the demonstration. The attackers report-

edly overwhelmed security guards, burned parts of the build-

ing and climbed up blast walls to topple a guard tower. Ac-

cording to United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

(UNAMA), the fatalities included seven UN staff members, 

including three Europeans and four Nepalese Gurkha guards. 

Additionally, five protestors were killed and about 20 injured. 
 

The Quran burning in the US sparked demonstrations and pro-

tests in other parts of Afghanistan as well. The Guardian re-

ports that only one day after the incident in Mazar-e Sharif, 

nine people were killed and 81 injured in the city of Kandahar 

during a demonstration. The violence erupted as hundreds of 

protestors marched through the city amidst gunfire and burning 

cars. The Kandahar province governor‟s office declared the 

Taliban were behind the large mob, though Taliban spokesman 

Zabiullah Mujahid refuted this claim. Mujahid stated that “the 

Taliban had nothing to do with this, it was a pure act of re-

sponsible Muslims”. On Sunday, the police battled crowds in 

the city of Jalalabad, in Nangarhar province, who were block-

ing the main highway, shouting for US troops to leave Af-

ghanistan, burning an image of President Barack Obama and 

stomping on the American flag. Also, the Associated Press 

reported that more than 1,000 people set fire to tires to block a 

highway in Parwan province. Furthermore, on the fifth day of 

protesting, nearly 1,000 people gathered in front of Kabul Uni-

versity to ask the United States to apologize to the Muslim 

world and called for punishment of the Christian preacher re-

sponsible for the Quran burning, according to Pajhwok Afghan 

News.  

General David Petraeus, the Commander of US and NATO 

Forces in Afghanistan, warned that the violent response to the 

Quran burning poses new dangers for the ongoing counterin-

surgency operations in the country, according to the Wall 

Street Journal (WSJ). Urban mob violence against Western 

targets is a new threat in Afghanistan, and foreign and Afghan 

security forces are ill-prepared for riot control. General Pet-

raeus stated that “every security force leader‟s worst nightmare 

is being confronted by essentially a mob...that can be influ-

enced by individuals that want to incite violence”. He charac-

terised the Quran burning, according to CNN, as hateful, disre-

spectful and enormously intolerant. The implications of such 

an atrocious act are clearly expressed in the words of a 25-year

-old religious student, Karimullah, who WSJ quoted as saying 

“we cannot see the difference between that man in Florida and 

the American soldiers here...they are killing our people here 

while in the US they burn the Holy Quran”. 
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“We should start the reconciliation 

efforts within our families, in the 

villages, towns, districts and  

provinces”. 

Mohammad Amin Wigat, 

High Peace Council 
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T 
he Guardian reports that a proposed law intended to 

regulate wedding celebrations will see a return to Tali-

ban era restrictions. Some key changes would include 

restricting the number of guests that can attend the wedding 

(300), limiting the amount of money spent on food and gar-

ments and requiring wedding dresses to be „sharia compliant‟.  

In addition to the various requirements placed on weddings, a 

committee would be established to monitor weddings and 

“ensure male and female guests do not mix in the same rooms 

[...] and that the bride is modestly attired”. The coverage of 

new restrictions placed on women‟s wedding dresses has 

caused an outcry from activists who are concerned about the 

decline of women‟s rights. The Afghan Women‟s Rights Com-

missioner of the Afghanistan Human Rights Commission 

(AIHRC), Suraya Sobhrang, explained to Tolo News that 

women continue to face domestic violence with nearly 900 

cases reported since January 2011. Meanwhile, the Associated 

Press captured a video-speech given at the 

Bush Institute by President Karzai who 

renewed his priority to protect the gains 

Afghan women have made throughout the 

past decade. He further commended Af-

ghan women‟s courage as they moved into 

professional positions while noting their 

uneven progress across the country. 
  

Afghan maternal health was in the news this week.  BBC 

raised concern about the state of maternal mortality with a lack 

of midwives and 48 million women giving birth without medi-

cal assistance each year worldwide. The article goes on to ex-

plain that one in 11 Afghan women die during childbirth and 

that the country has an infant mortality rate of 52 per 1,000 

live births. However, progress has been achieved with an in-

crease in the number of midwives attending childbirth in rural 

areas from 6% in 2002 to 19% currently. In related health 

news, nearly 60% of the 266 public bath houses in Kabul do 

not meet health standards from the Afghan Ministry of Public 

Health (MoPH) reports Pajhwok Afghan News. Kabul residents 

complain of unsanitary conditions with the use of shared tow-

els and a warm humid environment in which bacteria can eas-

ily spread in the form of skin diseases as surfaces are infre-

quently cleaned. Many Afghans make use of public bath 

houses because they do not have bathrooms in their home or 

they have no access to a warm shelter during the winter 

months.   
 

Traffic accidents are on the rise in Kunar province says Dr. 

Faruq Shak, the head of the central hospital in the provincial 

capital of Asadabad who spoke with Pajhwok. Nearly 1,000 

people were reported as injured or killed in traffic related inci-

dents in 2010 with more than 200 critically wounded. Police 

officials in Kunar attributed the increase in 

accidents to reckless driving on the moun-

tainous roads.  
 

The Afghan Ministry of Education (MoE) 

confirmed to the Integrated Regional Infor-

mation Network (IRIN) that the Taliban 

will no longer attack schools or schoolchil-

dren following a decree issued by Taliban 

leader Mullah Mohammad Omar to a military council in Khost 

province. Mullah Omar was reported as stating “attacks on 

schools and students are the work of the enemies of Afghani-

stan and Islam” . This follows last week‟s statement by Presi-

dent Karzai requesting that the Taliban stop burning schools 

(see 29 March CFC Afghanistan Review, socio-cultural devel-

opment section). 
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“Attacks on schools and students 

are the work of the enemies of  

Afghanistan and Islam”. 
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