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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and principled 
humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors 

AMDST ALARMING SITUATION, AID AGENCIES SCALE UP RESPONSE 

 

 

(New York/ Abidjan, 7 April 2011): Amidst a highly volatile security situation, humanitarian agencies 

have stepped up in recent days their humanitarian response especially in Western Côte d’Ivoire in order 

to meet the various urgent needs of the civilians caught up in the recent fighting. But in Abidjan, the 

humanitarian response remains timid due to a lack of access. 

 

Abidjan is in the throes of an alarming humanitarian situation. Countless dead bodies are strewn over 

the city’s streets; entire neighborhoods are without electricity and water- Abidjan, home to over five 

million people, is threatened by a shortage of water treatment products that could lead as early as this 

Sunday to a shortage of clean water; food is difficult to come by as the markets and shops are closed- 

the few shops that dare to open during the morning hours before the curfew goes into effect have 

significantly raised the prices of goods. Many hospitals and health facilities have simply ceased their 

activities and the few that are not closed don’t have enough doctors, medicines and other basic 

equipment. Schools in Abidjan closed well before this wave of fighting. Thousands of people have fled 

their homes in Abidjan to seek refuge in IDP sites while several other thousands live with host families. 

According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), over 750,000 people are displaced 

throughout the country. 

 

Duékoué and other towns in western Côte d’Ivoire are also facing urgent humanitarian needs in terms of 

protection, water and sanitation, food, health, among other needs. Humanitarian agencies estimate at 

82,000 the number of IDPs in the west including 27,000 in Duékoué. 

 

“The security situation is dangerous but the essence of our work is to help those whose lives are 

threatened. The humanitarian action must go on,” the humanitarian Coordinator in Côte d’Ivoire, 

Ndolamb Ngokwey, said today. 

 

United Nations agencies and nongovernmental organizations (NGO) have increased these recent days 

emergency aid in Duékoué where the World Food Program (WFP) sent 85 tons of food; UNHCR 

provided non-food items such as soaps, blankets, mats and cooking kits; the World Health Organization 

(WHO) provided medicines and malaria kit, and UNICEF has supported the provision of water and 

sanitation and distributed nutritional supplements, essential medicines and supplies. 

 

During the past 24 hours, NGO Action contre la Faim said it would deliver 24 tons of emergency 

equipment in Man, a town near Duékoué; the International Committee of Red Cross sent 12 tons of 

medical equipment in Man; Oxfam launched a $16 million appeal. Many other NGOs including 

Médecins sans Frontières, Save the Children, the Danish Refugees Council, the Norwegian Refugees 

Council and the International Relief committee (IRC) have been intervening in the country since the 



beginning of the crisis. Many have appealed for funds in recent weeks and planned to deploy staff to 

strengthen their response capacities. 

 

However without sufficient financial resources, emergency aid could be jeopardized. The emergency 

action, which was launched in January for $36.7 million, has received 16 millions. The deterioration of 

the situation since the end of February will lead to an increase in needs for which financial contributions 

will be vital, according to Ngokwey. 

 

More than 130,000 Ivorians have fled to neighboring countries since December 2010, notably to Liberia 

where there are estimated to be 125,000. 

 

“We are facing a critical situation. The needs are great but we can respond. We just need the violence to 

stop and full access be granted to reach the displaced, the children, the pregnant women, the sick, the 

elderly and all the other victims across the country. We reiterate our call that civilians cease being 

victims of this conflict and that aid reaches them without further delay", Mr. Ngokwey said. 

 
 

 

 


