
Confl ict and Displacement 

Confl ict between AMISOM/TFG against Al 
Shabaab continued in the Somali capital. 
According to WHO, in April alone, 318 people 
were admitted to the two main hospitals in 
Mogadishu with weapon-related injuries. 

Mortar rounds continued to hit civilian 
areas of Mogadishu, including the Medina 
Hospital in South Mogadishu and the Bakara 
market, which closed during the last week 
of February and slowly reopened during 
the course of April. In the fi rst half of April, 
people’s livelihoods continued to be aff ected 

 The number of Somalis currently in need of humanitarian assistance and 
livelihoods support - now 2.4 million, 32 per cent of the population in the 
country – is expected to increase further in the coming months. This is due to 
the drought aff ecting most of Somalia, increases in food prices and confl ict in 
some areas.  

 Increases in water and cereal prices are making it diffi  cult for poor households 
to feed themselves. People’s purchasing power is decreasing as food prices rise 
and livestock prices decrease. According to the Food Security and Nutrition 
Analysis Unit (FSNAU), the price of cereals is 135 per cent higher than this time 
last year in parts of southern Somalia. Considering the limited humanitarian 
response possible due to restricted access, especially in the south where the 
majority of those in need are located, the UN fears that the population will suff er 
the worst consequences of the drought in the coming months.

 Access to south central is becoming more diffi  cult. On 19 April, Al Shabaab 
forces entered the UN Common Compound (UNCC) in Baidoa, Bay region, and 
looted all OCHA offi  ce assets. The reasons for this attack are still unknown. It 
remains unclear whether OCHA has been banned from areas under Al Shabaab’s 
control. 

 Confl ict between the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM)/Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) forces and Al Shabaab continued in Mogadishu. The 
toll of casualties continues to rise, with the two main hospitals in Mogadishu 
reporting 318 civilians admitted with weapon-related injuries, of whom 11 were 
children below the age of 5 in April alone. The total number of persons with 
weapon-related injuries in 2011 has risen to 1,756.

 Displacement continues due to confl ict and drought. Over 12,000 people were 
displaced in April, 5,400 of them from the capital Mogadishu. An estimated 
2,600 fl ed to relatively safer areas of Mogadishu, while 2,800 managed to escape 
from the capital, mainly joining the over 410,000 IDPs settled in the Afgooye 
corridor.
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by the closure of the market, as food prices 
increased and livelihood opportunities  
reduced.

According to UNHCR, the number of Somali 
refugees arriving to neighbouring countries 
during the fi rst quarter of this year has more 
than doubled in comparison to the same 
period in 2010. In the fi rst quarter of 2011, 
nearly 50,000 new Somali refugees have 
been registered in neighbouring Kenya, 
Ethiopia and Yemen. By comparison, some 
23,000 fl ed during the same quarter in 2010.
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Kenya received most of the new arrivals - 
more than 31,400 (on average of more than 
10,000 a month). 

The Government of Kenya is increasingly 
reluctant to accept new arrivals and in the 
third week of April offi  cially asked the UN 
and the international community to relocate 
the refugee camps in the North Eastern 
territory of Kenya to Southern Somalia, or to 
a third country.

Thousands of other Somalis continue to 
risk their lives crossing the Gulf of Aden in 
smugglers’ boats trying to reach Yemen. In 
comparison to the fi rst quarter of 2010, the 
number has doubled (3,200 in 2010 to 6,000 
in 2011).

Somalia remains one of the countries 
generating the highest number of refugees 
and internally displaced people (IDPs) in the 
world.

Humanitarian  
 

The Somalia Humanitarian Overview is a monthly 
analysis of the humanitarian situation and trends 

produced by OCHA Somalia. 
For questions or comments, please contact: 

Roberta Russo, 
OCHA Information Offi cer (russor@un.org)
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Drought Situation  

According to the FSNAU, the number of 
people in need of humanitarian assistance 
and livelihoods support is expected to 
increase signifi cantly over the next few 
months. Following the post-Deyr assessment 
in January, the number increased from 2 
million to  2.4 million six months previously 
and is expected to rise further in the coming 
months. The main reasons are the persistent 
drought aff ecting most parts of Somalia, 
leading to crop failure, livestock death and 
increased water and cereal prices. 

With cereal prices 135 per cent higher in 
March 2011 compared to March 2010 in 
parts of southern Somalia, thousands of 
families are struggling to aff ord basic food 
and water. To aggravate the situation, many 
of these families reside in areas which are 
not accessible by humanitarian workers and 

therefore it is diffi  cult to reach people in 
need with water, food, nutrition and other 
relief interventions. 

According to UNHCR, the number of people 
displaced by the drought has reached an 
estimated 55,000 since 1 December 2010. 
Many have fl ed to Mogadishu, where 
fi ghting has put civilians’ lives at risk. 

Drought and the consequent lack of natural 
resources was also the cause of clashes 
between sub-clans in Mudug, which killed 
seven persons and wounded twenty others 
in the last week of April.

Some rainfalls have been received in various 
parts of the country, but it is too early to 
know if they will have an impact on the 
germination of the crops this season. 

Access

On 19 April, Al Shabaab entered the UN 
Common Compound in Baidoa and looted 
all OCHA offi  ce assets. The reason behind 
the group’s action is still unknown. On the 
same day, Al Shabaab forces arrested health 
workers - mainly medical staff  - working in 
Hawa Abdi Hospital, 20 km southwest of 
Mogadishu. The medical staff  had traveled 
to Wanla Weyne district, in Lower Shabelle 
region, to assist people who needed medical 
attention, without prior notifi cation of the 
local administration. 

Credit: F.Nyakairu/FAO
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Deliberate attacks and occupation of 
humanitarian compounds occurred during 
the reporting period, particularly in Lower 
Shabelle region.

In Mogadishu

Current Situation and Response

Despite the insecurity and lack of resources, 
Mogadishu has experienced an increased 
infl ux of drought-aff ected people in the 
recent months, including April. This appears 
to be the fi rst time ever pastoralists and their 
livestock have migrated into the capital, a 
situation that portrays the severity of the 
drought situation in the country. 

The situation of the people living in 
Mogadishu continues to be a priority for 
the humanitarian community, which strives 
to bring relief to hundreds of thousands 
of people, despite security and access 
challenges. 

Food Assistance:  WFP carried out a general 
food distribution to 50,000 drought-
aff ected people living in 10 settlements 
on the outskits of Mogadishu. In addition, 
19 feeding centres continue to distribute 
cooked meals to 85,000 people on a daily 
basis.  

The NGO Concern distributed food 
commodities through vouchers to 8,400 
people living in three districts, while the 
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local NGO BDG reached 36,000 IDPs living in 
Wadajir district, distributing 27 kgs of rice, 27 
kgs of beans and 13 litres of cooking oil to 
each family. 

Water and Sanitation: Over 483,000 residents 
in Mogadishu benefi tted from the clorination 
of 217 water sources and 58 water points by 
UNICEF, Oxfam and local partners. The NGO 
NRC has provided sanitation facilities to 
70,000 people in Mogadishu.

Health: WHO distributed Emergency Health 
Kits to the main hospitals in Mogadishu 
to respond to the Acute Watery Diharrea 
(AWD)/Cholera outbreak. The kits will assist 
70,000 people for three months. 

UNICEF and partners vaccinated 75,000 
children under 5 years of age against measles, 
17,000 children under 1 year of age against 
DPT, 108,000 women of child-bearing age 
against tetanus and 76,500 children under 
fi ve years of age received a dose of Vitamin A. 

Nutrition: 290,000 IDPs and drought-aff ected 
people are receiving maternal and child 
health care and nutrition supplies though 
UNICEF and its partners.

Education: Local NGO DBG constructed 
seven temporary schools and expanded one 
in Hodan and Wadajir districts of Mogadishu 
and the Afgooye corridor. Approximately 
3,000 students will benefi t from the 
construction of these schools. 

Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFIs): The 
national NGO BDG distributed NFI kits 
including mosquito nets and plastic sheets  
to over 12,000 people in Hodan and Wadajir 
districts in Mogadishu. 

Funding 

2011 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for 
Somalia

US$185m out of $529m requested in the 
2011 CAP has been received so far. Of this 
amount, $74m is carry-over from 2010. As 
the number of people in need of assistance 
increases, humanitarian agencies would 
not be able to address all the needs of the 
population, even if the 2011 CAP were 100 
per cent funded. The 2011 CAP was based 
on 2 million people in need. This fi gure 
increased to 2.4 million following the post-
Deyr assessment. With the current drought 
and confl ict, the number of people in need 
are expected to increase further. Additional 
funding is required from donors to support 
the increasing humanitarian needs.

Common Humanitarian Fund 

In 2011, in addition to the 36 projects (mostly 
addressing drought response) funded from 
the emergency reserve of the Common 
Humanitarian Fund, 90 new projects are 
being funded under the second Standard 
Allocation. Considering the importance of a 
strategic response to the eff ects of drought 
throughout the country, these projects 

are mainly targeting support to people’s 
livelihoods, water interventions, nutrition 
interventions, food access and health. In 
addition, projects will provide assistance 
to internally displaced people in Puntland 
and provide crucial common services. These 
projects are designed to bring relief to 
approximately 1.8 million people in crisis. 
For more information, please visit http://
ochaonline.un.org/somalia/chf.

Education of children suff ering the impact of drought

Research conducted in early April by agencies working in the fi eld of education shows an 
alarming  38 per cent decrease in school enrollment in the last fi ve months in south and 
central Somalia, due to confl ict and drought. 

The main reason for the decrease in school enrollment is the fact that over 6,300 teachers 
have been displaced and parents are no longer able to aff ord paying school fees because 
of the eff ects of the drought. Female students are the most aff ected with drop-out rates 
of 57 per cent.

Education partners are struggling to respond to the alarming situation, especially in 
south central, where all school feeding programmes have been suspended. In more ac-
cessible areas, such as Sool and Sanaag, NRC is trucking water to 17 schools three times 
a month, and school feeding programmes are ongoing in parts of Puntland and Somali-
land.

Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD)/Cholera Outbreak

A cholera outbreak was declared on 31 March in Mogadishu, after 6 cases tested positive 
and were laboratory confi rmed. In the fi rst two weeks of April alone, 2,169 cases of AWD 
with 22 related deaths were reported in south central Somalia. More than 77 per cent are 
children below the age of fi ve. 

During those same two weeks, 314 cholera cases (88 per cent below the age of fi ve) were 
reported in Mogadishu, of which 8 cases died. WHO is distributing health kits in Moga-
dishu to assist 70,000 patients for three months.

credit UNICEF

Highlights
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Area of Intervention Activity Number of Benefi ciaries

Food Assistance • WFP dispatched 5,600 metric tons of mixed food 
commodities through emergency school feeding, food 
for assets, food for work, food for training, nutrition 
programmes, general food distributions and wet feeding 
throughout Somalia

• Concern distributed assorted food commodities in three 
districts in Mogadishu

760,000 
(290,000 from Mogadishu, 

269,000 from central Regions, 
132,000 from Somaliland and 

69,000 from Puntland)

8,400

Health • WHO is distributing Emergency Health Kits in response to 
the Cholera/AWD outbreak in Mogadishu

• UNICEF vaccinated children for measles, DPT and gave 
Vitamin A doses; vaccinated women of child-bearing age 
against tetanus

• UNICEF provided medical consultation and emergency 
treatment in Diinsoor, Bay Region

70,000 for three months

108,000 women and 168,000 
children

1,300

Shelter and Non-Food Items 
(NFIs)

• NRC distributed 150 sanitation kits in Wadajir district in 
Mogadishu

• NRC distributed Shelter kits in Banadir IDP settlement
• DBG constructed 200 temporary shelters and distributed 

2,000 mosquito nets and plastic sheets in Hodan and 
Wadajir districts of Mogadishu

• UNHCR provided NFIs to vulnerable IDPs, IDP families 
aff ected by fi re outbreaks and returnees in Galmudug 
Region, in Bossasso and Garowe

900

720

3,200

2,800 

Nutrition • UNICEF treated children under fi ve years of age for 
malnutrition in Sool and Sanaag regions

22,600

Education • Local NGO DBG constructed seven temporary schools 
and expanded one in Hodan and Wadajir districts of 
Mogadishu and the Afgooye corridor

• National NGO NOPAD trained 40 teachers and 40 
Community Education Committees in Gedo

3,000

Water Sanitation and Hygene • NGO COOPI distributed water treatment tablets in 
Diinsor, Bay region

• NGO partners distributed water through the voucher 
system in Mudug region

• National NGO GREDO installed two submersible water 
pumps in Bay region

• NGO partners rehabilitated 26 boreholes and shallow 
wells in Sool Sanaag and Togdheer

• Solidarité completed a water trucking project in 
Weste Bandera and East of Ceel Waaq; completed the 
construction of four infi ltration wells in Bardera district 
and distributed chlorine sachets and chlorinated water in 
Bardera town

4,600

113,000

16,200

47,300

161,000

Agriculture and Livelihoods • FAO distributed drought-tolerant seeds in Middle Juba
• Partners provided water for livestock throughout the 

country
• Partners support ed pastoralists and agro-pastoralists 

through cash-for-work projects throughout the country

6,000
70,000

31,500

Humanitarian Response in April


