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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 25 September – 01 Oc-

tober 2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.   

 

 
 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck ► steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 

 

he United Arab Emirates (UAE) will reportedly provide USD 100 million to build a dry 

port at Torkham, a major border crossing between Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province 

and Pakistan, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. Nangarhar Customs Director Ihsan-

ullah Kamawal noted that the UAE would also support similar facilities at the Islam Qala dry 

port in western Herat province and the Spin Boldak border crossing in Kandahar province. The 

Afghan government has set aside 32.5 acres of land for the Torkham facility. The plan for the 

UAE-funded border crossings comes shortly after Afghan officials declined a Pakistani offer to 

build “free trade zones” near border crossings, which the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce 

and Industries (ACCI) believed would result in lost revenues for the Afghan government. 

Most of the Chinese workers at the Aynak copper mine in Afghanistan have departed due to 

security concerns, according to Reuters. Rocket attacks and increasing violence near the copper 

deposit, located in Logar province, have scared off workers, and Chinese investors are increas-

ingly questioning their financial backing for the project. The Chinese firms leading up the 

Aynak project say that they have the authority to shut down the project entirely if the Afghan 

government does not meet certain obligations, such as ensuring security. The Aynak mine rep-

resented the largest investment in Afghanistan and was considered key to maintaining econom-

ic stability in the country as the international community’s economic footprint shrinks in the 

coming years. However, the mining project’s future is in doubt as the Taliban increasingly tar-

gets Aynak. According to a Taliban spokesman, “All government offices are corrupt and we 

don’t believe that the money will benefit our nation, but will all be looted. If they (the Chinese 

operators) get permission from us, their lives may be spared.” 

Afghanistan’s Ministry of Commerce and Industries (MoCI) told Tolo News that Russia had 

provided 10,000 tonnes of fuel to Afghanistan under a bilateral agreement focused on stabilis-

ing energy prices in Afghanistan. The head of the Oil and Gas Department within the MoCI 

says that this is the first shipment to Afghanistan and that another 300,000 tonnes of Russian  
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 The UAE government will provide USD 100 million to build a dry port at Torkham.  

 Chinese workers have departed Aynak copper mine due to security concerns. 

 The Afghan government agrees to remove several proposed media restrictions. 

 Taliban members who allegedly killed a woman join reintegration programme.  

 Study finds drone attacks can have unintended effects on local populace. 

 Multiple sources express grave concern over opium from Afghanistan.  

 The Afghan government closes schools and health centres built by the British. 

 IOCs link their investment on the TAPI project to the development of gas fields.  
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fuel are expected to arrive in Afghanistan in the next twenty days. In total, Russia is expected to provide half a million tonnes of fuel 

to Afghanistan this year. The deal was struck after Afghanistan was hit by global spikes in the price of oil which were exacerbated by 

difficulties transporting the fuel to the landlocked nation. 

Wadsam reports troubles for the saffron industry in Herat province in western Afghanistan. In addition to the reduced value of saffron, 

farmers also complain that Iranian traders re-label Afghan saffron as Iranian and then sell it for a significant profit. Some Herati farm-

ers have called on the Afghan government to prevent Iran from doing so and would like support from their government in selling Af-

ghan saffron abroad. Saffron is viewed as a viable alternative to opium poppy cultivation given its high market value. For instance, in 

the Pashtoon Zarghoon district of Herat farmers switched from opium to saffron in the past few years, and today 60% of the district’s 

economy is dependent on saffron. Further demonstrating the potential benefits of the crop, a separate Wadsam article noted that wom-

en in Jowzjan are increasingly requesting help in growing the crop, which they say has helped their province to remain poppy-free for 

the last three years. 

The Afghan president’s office announced that the country’s cabinet has approved the privatisation of New Kabul Bank (NKB), ac-

cording to Pajhwok. NKB houses a portion of the assets formerly owned by Kabul Bank, which had been Afghanistan’s largest private 

financial institution until its collapse in 2010. NKB’s privatisation was approved after a study was conducted by an economic commit-

tee. In closely related news, Tolo News says an Afghan government tribunal referred the head of NKB to Afghanistan’s Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office (AGO) for allegedly failing to cooperate with investigators. NKB CEO Masoud Khan Mosa Ghazi disputes the charges. 

The Afghan government tribunal further found that Mahmood Karzai and Hassin Fahim, brothers of the Afghan president and vice 

president, owe USD 9 million and USD 3 million, respectively, related to the Kabul Bank scandal. 

A number of other economic development stories, which are summarised below, emerged this past week. 

 Potato production in Bamian is up 20% relative to last year despite the fact that production of many other crops is down due to 

floods and recent cool weather, writes Wadsam. Last year, Bamian produced 200,000 tonnes of potatoes, though production is an-

ticipated to reach 230,000 tonnes this year. 

 Experts from Kabul University told Wadsam that only 3% of Afghans reportedly have bank accounts, a fact which harms the de-

velopment of a modern financial system in Afghanistan and which makes it difficult to repatriate money to Afghanistan once it 

has been sent abroad. 

 Mining Minister Wahidullah Shahrani announced that drilling for oil and gas was to begin in northern Afghanistan later this year 

and noted that Afghanistan had exported half a million tonnes of coal to Pakistan in the preceding year, according to Ariana 

News. Shahrani also revealed that precious stones were being illegally mined in Afghanistan and smuggled into Pakistan. 

 A vocational and sports training centre has been established within a women’s prison in Herat province, reports Wadsam. Women 

at the prison are taught English, computer skills and Quranic recitation and also have access to tailoring, embroidery, carpet 

weaving, knitting and hairdressing courses. 
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

 

he Afghan government has reportedly agreed to soften its stance on several proposed media restrictions, says Reuters. For sev-

eral months, journalists have been critical of a recent draft of the new Afghan media law, which will significantly tighten gov-

ernment control. Media organisations submitted their own revisions after the government made the document available and the 

Ministry of Information and Culture agreed to five of nineteen changes suggested by them. The accepted changes include removing a 

clause which calls for the creation of special courts for alleged media violations. Moreover, the government’s initial proposition to 

restrict foreign programming on radio and TV will also be removed from the document. But the new draft still presents the media 

community with numerous restrictions including a heavy government presence on the High Media Council, which has substantial in-

fluence over legal procedures and ethics. The final draft will be sent to the Ministry of Justice which will review it before forwarding 

it to the parliament, and subsequently the President, for approval. Many media workers have rejected the revised legislation and de-

mand further amendments, including more legal protection, clearer libel laws and greater transparency. This comes as civil society 

organisations say they have submitted their views on the Access to Information Act to the Ministry of Justice, writes Ariana News. 

Justice ministry officials hoped the draft law would be completed within three months and then be submitted to Parliament for approv-

al. 

Addressing the 67
th

 United Nations General Assembly, President Hamid Karzai urged the UN to delist Taliban leaders from its regis-

ter of terrorist individuals to improve reconciliation efforts, writes Dawn. Additionally, President Karzai recognised Pakistan’s critical 

role in the reconciliation process but warned that the recent shelling into Afghan territory might undermine peace efforts. This comes 

as Pakistani Foreign Minister, Hina Rabbani Khar, said Pakistan is working towards a long-term strategic agreement with Afghani-

stan, according to The Frontier Post. “Our military, intelligence and diplomatic contacts could go on in an institutional manner 

through this agreement”, she said, noting the agreement is likely to be finalised in 2013. According to Khaama Press, the National 

Coalition of Afghanistan (NCA), one of the main opposition groups in the Afghan parliament, opposes the proposed bilateral agree-

ment, saying it will have little value or benefit for Afghans. A spokesman for the NCA, Syed Hussain Sancharaki, said, “Pakistan 

should prove its honesty to fight terrorism. All the sanctuaries of the militants inside Pakistani soil should be closed and all those 

T 
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groups which are acting against Afghanistan should be handed over to the Afghan government. The strategic pact will be baseless 

unless these issues have not been resolved.” 

The Senate Complaints Commission has reportedly received 150 written complaints accusing the Public Health Minister, Soraya Da-

lil, of administrative corruption, states Pajhwok Afghan News. Complaints reportedly include accusations of nepotism, illegally hand-

ing out monthly government stipends and intentional delays in the inauguration of medical facilities. Dalil denied the claims, saying 

“All my activities are in accordance with Afghanistan’s enforced laws, nothing went against them, because I know that I am accounta-

ble to you, the people, and history”. The Commission head, Zalmai Zabuli, asked Dalil to return with credible answers within a week’s 

time.  

In related news, Tolo News reports that the Kabul Primary Court has sentenced former Nuristan provincial governor, Jamaluddin Badr, 

to two years in jail for the embezzlement of 9 million AFG (USD 180,000) from the monthly salaries of provincial police forces in a 

case involving at least five other provincial officials. The embezzlement led to the resignation of many policemen and increased inse-

curity in the province. Former police chief, Shas-ul-Rahan Zahed, was sentenced to six years in prison and former provincial finance 

manager was sentenced to 10 years. The head of the crime department, the salaries distribution team and an accountant have also been 

sentenced to 1.5 years in jail. 

A three-judge panel has ruled in favour of Afghanistan’s national security adviser, Rangin Dadfar Spanta, after concluding that former 

Deputy Attorney General Fazel Ahmed Faqiryar falsely accused him of corruption, writes The New York Times. According to the arti-

cle, this is a rare example of a senior government official turning to the courts and the public to disprove allegations. Faqiryar was 

ordered to pay a modest fine, about USD 300; however, Faqiryar said he would appeal since he believed the verdict was politically 

motivated.  

A number of Taliban members who allegedly killed a woman on the charge of adultery two years ago in the Qads district of Badghis 

have allegedly joined Afghanistan’s Peace and Reintegration Programme and continue to defend their decision to execute her, Badghis 

deputy governor, Abdul Ghani Sabari, tells Tolo News. The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission office in Herat prov-

ince condemned the action, and called for an investigation and trial for those responsible. It remains unclear both in law and in prac-

tice whether those who have committed serious crimes but join the government reconciliation programme are held accountable for 

their past actions. This comes as the Afghan Women’s Network has accused the government of failing to abolish “kangaroo courts” 

which perpetuate violence against women, states Pajhwok.  

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared this past week, including those summarised below. 

 Afghan interior minister Mujtaba Patang said police have arrested a religious cleric who issued a verdict to lash a fifteen- year-old 

girl in Ghazni province earlier this month, according to Khaama Press. The lashing of the girl drew condemnation from the Af-

ghan parliament and prompted more than 100 women to march in protest in Kabul, states euronews. 

 Stanford Law School will help design a law degree programme for Afghanistan under a USD 7.2 million grant from the US State 

Department, writes the National Law Journal. The money will be used to establish a five-year B.A./LL.B. program at the Ameri-

can University in Kabul, which offers English-only programmes.  

 General Baba Jan, commander of the 303rd Pamir Zone police force, said the crime rate has increased in the northern areas of Af-

ghanistan, reports Ariana News. Police assessments reportedly note an increase in organised crime rings, particularly in Baghlan, 

Kunduz, Faryab and Balkh provinces. 

 Afghanistan has welcomed a Pentagon decision to place US Marine Staff Sergeants Joseph Chamblin and Edward Deptola on tri-

al for urinating on the bodies of dead Taliban fighters and for taking photographs with them, says Agence France-Presse. 

 Afghan police have arrested two kidnappers for their suspected involvement in the murder of a thirteen-year-old boy and the rape 

of a thirteen-year-old girl in Baghlan province, officials tell Tolo News. The Afghan forces reportedly apprehended the two kid-

nappers in Seya Sang village of Baghlan’s Khenjan district. 
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                               Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org 
 

 report by Stanford and New York Universities has questioned the efficacy of US drone strikes, especially in north-west Paki-

stan, states the BBC. The use of drones has led to “substantial levels of fear and stress” within civilian communities, the report 

said. However, the authorities keep independent media and researchers out of the tribal areas where most drone attacks occur, 

so the physical and emotional effect on civilians has been difficult to assess. The report upholds the claim that that a significant major-

ity of those killed by the drones are combatants. However, the report stresses the attacks cause property damage, severe economic 

hardship and emotional trauma for the injured and their families. 

Asylbek Jeenbekov, Kyrgyz parliamentary speaker, is concerned that that Afghanistan’s opium crop is a danger to countries through-

out Central Asia, says Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Jeenbekov said in a statement to the UN General Assembly in New York on 

September 27: “For many years Afghanistan has been the biggest producer and exporter of drugs. The growing emergence of this 

deadly crop is harming the countries of Central Asia as they find themselves on the northern transit route towards Europe and Asia but 

they are also progressively becoming end users too.” Also at the UN, Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari highlighted Pakistan’s ef-
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forts in deepening ties with Afghanistan’s leaders but said the profits from the opium trade in the neighbouring country were funding 

terrorist activities in the region and across the world, reports Press Trust of India. “Despite the presence of international forces in Af-

ghanistan, the size of the heroin trade has increased by 3000 percent in the last decade,” said President Zardari who also blames the 

heroin industry for eroding the social fabric of Pakistan’s societies. In another opium-related statement, Russia’s anti-drug chief, 

Viktor Ivanov, said he fears that drug trafficking from Afghanistan will increase after NATO troops withdraw in 2014, according to 

The Business Recorder. Ivanov said Afghanistan stockpiled enough narcotics to keep the trade going for another decade. “We estimate 

that opiates from Afghanistan make up thirty per cent of all narcotics in Russia,” he said. Moscow has continually lamented that the 

International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) is not doing enough to combat opium cultivation in Afghanistan. 

Local police forces are being strengthened in Ghazni province to help prepare for the third round of security transition, according to 

Ariana News. Local officials are taking advantage of the people’s uprising and claim the establishment of local police are effective in 

supporting the security forces; however, other Ghazni residents say the local police are merely a “rogue militia”. Nonetheless, Esmat-

ullah Alizai, a police commander in Ghazni said that the creation of a local police helped improve security and included recruits that 

were approved by tribal elders and security forces. In a related development, the Ministry of Interior Affairs says that security forces 

will disarm irresponsible armed individuals who harass people while representing themselves as local police, reports Ariana News. 

“To prevent opposition from gaining influence among local police, they are being trained with improved cultural and religious aware-

ness and to better recognize basic human rights,” said the Minister of Interior Affairs, Ghulam Mujtaba Patang.  

A young potential suicide bomber surrendered to Afghan security forces in Helmand province, Khaama Press notes. The boy, twelve-

year-old Niyaz Mohammad, told reporters that he was recruited by the Taliban to sacrifice himself in a bombing some months ago 

because his entire family was killed in a NATO airstrike in Kajaki district. Nabeel said teenagers are often recruited as suicide bomb-

ers because they are jobless. 

In other news around the country: 

 Two NATO soldiers were killed in an insurgent suicide bombing and gun battle in Logar province Wednesday, Agence-France 

Press says. Afghan and NATO officials note the suicide attack was followed by small arms and rocket fire near Pul-e Alam, the 

provincial capital. 

 Two days after joint operations resumed, Afghan officials say a misunderstanding resulted in the death of three Afghan and two 

American soldiers, when a clash ensued between Afghan National Army (ANA) and US forces in Wardak province on 30 Sep-

tember, reports The New York Times. It is not yet clear how the incident ignited. Afghan officials claim that Americans attacked 

an ANA checkpoint and the Afghan soldiers returned fire. However, Deputy ISAF commander, Lt. Gen. Adrian Bradshaw, stated 

that what was initially thought to be an insider attack is now believed to have potentially involved insurgent fire.  

 Three NATO soldiers, an Afghan police commander, and as many as nine other Afghans died when a suicide bomber attacked a 

joint Afghan and NATO patrol in Khost province on 01 October, according to Tolo News. 
 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                    Rainer Gonzalez ► rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

everal schools and health centres built by the British government during the last ten years have been shut down in Helmand by 

the Afghan government due to a lack of resources, reports the Guardian. According to the article, a confidential UK government 

report reveals that some of these projects were developed without enough involvement by the Afghan local institutions and 

without considering how they would meet the operation and maintenance costs. The same report asserts that the British “had built too 

much” in the province under their policy to win “hearts and minds” among the population. One official said: “Of course we built too 

much. We did not think about how the Afghans would pay for it. But it was understandable. Nobody is blaming the military. We 

wanted to show them what we could do for them, but without regard for sustainability.” Senior British officials are in the province 

working with local stakeholders to identify which schools and health centres are critical and should remain open; the ones that do not 

fall into this category could be phased out between now and the end of 2014. Catriona Laing, head of Helmand’s Provincial Recon-

struction Team, said the United Kingdom is prioritising large population centres such as Lashkar Gah and Gereshk; schools and health 

centres located in more remote and insecure areas will be more vulnerable to closure. Richard Stagg, the UK’s ambassador to Afghan-

istan, told the Guardian the overbuilding results from a desire to show commitment to the reconstruction of Afghanistan. He recog-

nised that between 2003-2008 a very “expansive view” was developed going further to state, “We focused on the physical and visible 

rather than the human capital which would manage the country in the longer term.” The report concluded that a “mismatch” exists 

between the “value of the assets and the Afghan government’s ability to maintain them”.  

In similar education news, the US government has moved to financially rescue the Afghan-Canadian Community Centre, a hallmark 

of Canada’s commitment that has provided education to thousands of girls in Kandahar, reports The Star. One year after John Mac-

donald, Canadian Prime Minister, ordered the withdrawal of military and civilian personnel from Kandahar, the Canadian Internation-

al Development Agency (CIDA) decided to cut off funding to the school. The institution, now called the Kandahar Institute of Modern 

Studies, will receive USD 150,000 from the US Department of State to keep running the popular afternoon programme, which edu-

cates 1,600 female and male students. Meanwhile, more than twenty schools have been closed in Zabul province due to insecurity and 

threats from insurgency, reports Tolo News. Although Shamulzai district governor, Barat Khan, said that the security issues will soon 
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be tackled, many families have suggested that they would flee to Pakistan if problems persist. Conversely, the United Nations Chil-

dren’s Fund (UNICEF) will provide USD 25 million for the construction of 75 schools in central provinces, reports Wadsam.  

The International Oil Corporations (IOCs) that showed an interest in the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipe-

line have linked their investments with the development of the Yolotan-Osman gas field in Turkmenistan, reports The News. The 

Asian Development Bank (ADB) is also in favour of IOCs developing the upstream gas fields; however, Turkmen law precludes IOCs 

from participating in these activities. Pakistan, which is desperately in need of gas, is concerned that this dispute could delay the pro-

ject even further. In addition, Trend claims that Chinese increasing gas demands could eventually hinder the TAPI gas pipeline. China 

and Turkmenistan are already connected by a pipeline that goes through Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. If China asks for additional gas 

supplies, Turkmenistan could prefer to satisfy China’s demands instead of venturing into the TAPI, a much more, expensive, uncertain 

and risky project. The Business Recorder highlights that in the meantime the four countries involved in the TAPI pipeline have agreed 

during a meeting of the steering committee to form a Special Purpose Vehicle, called TAPI Ltd., which will be located in a third coun-

try.  

Eight million children under five were vaccinated against polio during a three-day nationwide campaign in Afghanistan, informs a 

United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) press release. The campaign, coordinated by the World Health Organi-

sation and the Ministry of Public Health, involved 55,000 service providers, 45,000 of which were volunteers. The campaign was syn-

chronised with a nationwide anti-polio campaign in Pakistan and focused on the border regions of Helmand and Kandahar, where the 

majority of the polio cases were reported, as well as on children travelling through border crossings.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged this past week, including those summarised below. 

 The ADB has announced the extension of the 157 km long power transmission line from Tajikistan-Kunduz (Kunduz) to Taloqan 

(Takhar), says Pajhwok Afghan News. The new 220 MW power line will provide electricity to 40,000 Afghans.  

 The Japanese International Cooperation Agency will fund 28 projects in Nangarhar at a cost of USD 13.5 million, reports Wad-

sam. The project will include the construction of eleven rural roads, fourteen schools and three health clinics.  

 The Ministry of Public Works signed an agreement with a private company to reconstruct the Doshi-Pul-e Khomri road in 

Baghlan province, highlights Wadsam. The road will cost USD 17.8 million and will be completed in fifteen months.  

 
 

 

  

 “Drought Response Lessons Learned Exercise on Food Security and Agriculture based Interventions”, Food Security and Agri-

culture Cluster, July 2012.  

 “Wheat Markets and Wheat Availability in Afghanistan”, Food Security Response Analysis Support Team Afghanistan, Sep-

tember 2012. 

 “DEWS Weekly Epidemiological Report. WER-36”, Afghanistan National Public Health Institute, September 2012. 

 “DEWS Weekly Epidemiological Report. WER-38”, Afghanistan National Public Health Institute, September 2012. 

 “Humanitarian Implementation Plan: Pakistan”, European Commission Humanitarian Department, September 2012.  

 “Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund: Quarterly Report”, the World Bank, September 2012.  

 “Rapid remittance assessment in Bamyan and Wardak Provinces”, USAID, September 2012. 

 “Humanitarian Bulleting Afghanistan. Issue 07”, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, September 2012.    

 “The Employment Challenge in South Asia’s Conflict Zones”, The World Bank, September 2012. 

 “Taliban Militants Striking Pakistan from Afghan Territory”, The Sentinel, Combating Terrorism Center, September 2012 by 

Zia Ur Rehman. 
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