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MAURITANIA  
Food Security Outlook Update March 2011 

Conditions in Aftout, the Central Valley, and the Southeast will require monitoring 
 

• The lean season will start late in rural areas as households of poor 
farmers. Households in the Central Valley and northwestern 
pastoral zone have stocks that can cover their needs until June. 
 

• Rising food prices and solidarity shops market supplies, though 
these are still sufficient to meet local demand. 

 
• The pastoral conditions are satisfactory in most pastoral areas. 

Unknown epizootics of abnormally high magnitude are reported 
nationwide. 
 
 

Update of the outlook through June 2011 
 
Ongoing harvests of flood-recession crops are helping to strengthen 
grain availability in the western and eastern reaches of the Senegal River 
Valley and in agropastoral areas. Market garden crops are already being 
shipped to market, improving household food supplies and income in 
the Valley and in livelihood zone 2 (mixed pastoral and oasis area, with 
wadi cultivation). Output is up from last year. The growing season for 
hot off-season crops has already begun, but these seasonal farming 
activities are limited solely to the western part of the valley (Trarza) and 
involve mostly agricultural entrepreneurs rather than farming 
communities. 
 
Imports of Malian grain into Nouakchott and border areas of the country 
are increasing. Imports from Senegal are picking up, but are still limited 
to corn and rice. 
 
Despite the tightening of supplies of imported crops, whose prices are 
up sharply from March of last year according to a field mission 
conducted in March of this year (by 63% for wheat, 14% for imported 
rice, 42% for sugar, and 40% for oil),  there were no shortages of these 
commodities on any of the markets visited by the mission. The 
government-subsidized shops selling foodstuffs at reduced prices appear 
to be helping many more middle-class customers, who have a consistent 
purchasing power, than poor households, who are generally forced to 
buy on credit. Moreover, many remote rural areas are bypassed by this 
program, whose shops are generally located in seats of local 
government.  
 

Figure 1.  Estimated food security outcomes, 
March 2011 

 
For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity 

Severity Scale, please see: 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale        

Source: FEWS NET 
 

Figure 2.  Estimated food security outcomes, 
April through June 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

http://www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale�
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Pastoral conditions in most rural areas are still satisfactory. Trends in terms of trade are favorable to households selling 
livestock in agropastoral areas. Heavy demand for livestock in February (associated with the religious holidays) emptied 
marketplaces in both Mauritania and Senegal, strengthening demand for small animals. As a result, livestock prices are on 
the rise, while prices for locally grown grain crops are down sharply (Figure 3). 
 
The epizootic outbreaks affecting milk production by 
sheep and cattle and causing large losses of animals 
pose a real problem. However, with the outbreak of Rift 
Valley Fever apparently under control, households in 
Adrar and Inchiri have a renewed sense of confidence 
and have resumed drinking milk and eating meat. 
  
With the exception of that of poor moderately food-
insecure households in livestock-oriented agropastoral 
areas (mainly in Aftout) in the central reaches of the 
river valley (in Boghé, Bababé, M’Bagne, and western 
Kaédi departments) and southeastern rainfed farming 
areas (in Bassikounou and Amourj departments), the 
food security situation of most households is currently 
right in line with livelihood conditions at this time of 
year (no livelihood deficit and no acute food insecurity). 
Poor households in peri-urban areas of Nouakchott 
without a fixed income, which are currently moderately 
food-insecure, could quickly become highly food-
insecure with the steady rise in food prices. The 
government-subsidized shops opened under the 
“Opération Solidarité” program are serving only a 
limited number of households (200 per day) and are 
relatively inaccessible to this particular group of 
households forced, in most cases, to rely on credit and 
borrowing to meet their food needs until able to find a 
new source of income. An estimated 208,000 people are 
food-insecure (representing 9% of the population), 
including 196,000 rural dwellers and 12,000 residents of 
peri-urban areas of Nouakchott. The 250 government-subsidized shops in Nouakchott have the capacity to serve 300,000 
customers. 
 
Figure 5. Review of conditions in food-insecure areas 
AREA PRODUCTION/ 

AVAILABILITY 
INCOME / ACCESS STRATEGIES LEVEL OF ASSISTANCE 

PERI-URBAN 
AREAS OF 
NOUAKCHOTT 

No crop 
production 

*Falling incomes   
(Figure 4) 
*Few employment 
opportunities 
*Slump in business in 
the informal sector, 
which is a source of 
both food and income 

*Cuts in food intake 
*Consumption of second-rate 
foods 
*Skipping of meals 
*Community assistance 
(borrowing) 

*The “Opération Solidarité” 
assistance program is inadequate. 
There are too few government-
subsidized shops, they do not give 
credit, they ration purchases, at 
most, they serve only 200 
households a day, and they close 
by 6:00 PM. 
*Fewer opportunities for buying 
on credit from neighborhood 
retailers, who have cut back their 
sales of wheat, rice, sugar, and oil 
due to competition from the 
government-subsidized shops. 
 
 

Figure 3. Trends in terms of trade in areas visited by the 
mission 

 
Source: Joint FFP/ FEWS NET/WFP/CSA mission  

Figure 4. Terms of trade for unskilled labor versus rice (blue) 
and wheat (red) on the El Mina market, per kg of rice and 
wheat 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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CENTRAL RIVER 
VALLEY 
(CENTRAL 
REACHES OF 
LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 7) 

*Poor harvest of 
rainfed grain crops 
*Low yields of 
substitute crops 
(watermelons, 
cowpeas) 
*Poor walo 
harvest 
*High water 
charges for 
irrigated crops 

*No seasonal farming 
activities serving as a 
potential source of 
income (no hot off-
season farming 
activities) 
*Sharp decline in cash 
remittances 
*Slight pick-up in 
Senegalese grain 
exports 
*Slow improvement in 
terms of trade for 
households selling 
livestock  

*Cuts in food intake 
*Skipping of meals 
*Consumption of second-rate 
foods 
*Increased sales of animals 
*Mass out-migration 
*Borrowing 
*Foraging for wild plant 
products (despite the 
government ban on cutting 
down trees and gathering 
straw). 

 

Government-subsidized shops 
The government recently 
announced plans to reinforce 
village-level food security 
reserves (SAVS) in rural areas 
(allocating 3 MT of grain to each 
SAVS). 

AGROPASTORAL 
AREAS 
(WESTERN 
REACHES OF 
LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 5) 

*Good harvest of 
rainfed crops but 
poor harvest of 
flood-recession 
crops 
*Epizootic 
outbreaks killing 
animals and 
reducing milk 
production 

*Falling incomes (slight 
pick-up in sales) 
*Increased expenses 
(purchases of drugs; 
higher prices for 
foodstuffs and animal 
feed for the on-site 
feeding of sick animals) 

*Increased sales of animals 
and unloading of sick animals 
at distress prices 
*Mass out-migration 
*Reliance on commercially 
marketed powdered milk, 
whose price is steadily rising 

Government-subsidized shops 
SAVS 

SOUTHEASTERN 
RAINFED 
FARMING 
AREAS 
(SOUTHEAST-
ERN REACHES 
OF LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 6) 

*Poor harvest of 
rainfed grain crops 
 

*Lack of farming 
activities serving as a 
potential source of 
income 

*Skipping of meals 
*Cuts in food intake 
*Increased sales of animals 
and unloading of sick animals 
at distress prices 
*Mass out-migration 

Government-subsidized shops 
SAVS 

 
Conditions in mixed pastoral and oasis areas with wadi cultivation (livelihood zone 2) are, once again, relatively good, 
where an outbreak of Rift Valley Fever causing losses of animals and human lives has finally been contained. Households 
have resumed drinking milk and eating meat, and good harvests of market garden crops are a source of both food and 
income. Harvest forecasts for bottomland grain crops and date crops are encouraging. According to the Locust Control 
Center (CLAA), there is no major threat to crops, which are currently in the maturation stage of their growth cycle. 
 
Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 


