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Somali refugee in Kharaz camp 

Refugee Population 
Refugees recognized by the Government (prima facie) 

Somali 219,057 
Refugees recognized under UNHCR’s mandate 

Ethiopian 5,050 
Eritrean 993 
Iraqi 3,912 

Others 610 
Total 229,622 

New Arrivals at the Coast for 2011 
Somalis Ethiopians Others Total 
27,350 75,651 153 103,154 

New Arrivals at the Coast for 2012 (to 31 August) 
Months Somalis Ethiopians Others Total 
January 1,997 8,465 25 10,487 

February 1,958 10,488 8 12,454 
March 2,425 8,268 0 10,693 
April 2,318 7,445 4 9,767 
May 1,489 6,544 7 8,040 
June 919 3,784 2 4,705 
July 1,462 6,207 3 7,672 

August 2,417 6,034 2 8,453 
Total 14,985 57,235 51 72,271 

 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Internally Displaced Persons Registered by the Government 
Governorate IDPs Returnees 
Sana'a  38,640   
Amran  39,999 4,778 
Hajjah* 110,653  25,081 
Al Jawf  24,700   
Sa'ada  110,000  
Sub Total – north 323,992 29,859  
Aden  139,214 5,286  
Abyan 25,572   
Lahajj 26,294   
Shabwah 2,108   
Hadramout 5,021  
Al-Bayda 1,649  
Sub Total - south 199,858  5,286 

Total Registered Population 523,850 35,145 
*Includes 16,384 IDPs originally from Hajjah, not Sa’ada           .             
 Figures as of 31 August 2012 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background  
Yemen is the only country in the Arabian Peninsula that is a 
signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol. 
UNHCR established its operations in Yemen in 1987 and in the 
south in 1992 in response to the large-scale influx of Somali 
refugees. Yemen is a country that faces major challenges with 
high number of refugees, internal displacement (IDPs) and mixed 
migration. Somalis arriving in the country are granted prima facie 
refugee status, while UNHCR conducts Refugee Status 
Determination (RSD) for other nationalities. UNHCR also 
coordinates on protection concerns and provides assistance to 
IDP populations in the north and south.  

 
Impact of Humanitarian Crisis on Refugees and IDPs 
Yemen remains in the midst of a complex emergency. 
Humanitarian needs continue to grow at an alarming rate with 
record-high levels of IDPs. Conflict in the north since 2004 has 
caused repeated large-scale displacement.  Insecurity hinders 
large-scale return and tribal clashes have created new 
displacement in 2012. In the south, conflict that began in May 
2011 in Abyan Governorate resulted in significant displacement. 
Recent indications are that some IDPs have started to return to 
Abyan and that there may be the possibility of more returns in 
the coming months. UNHCR stands ready, with other 
humanitarian organizations, to help IDPs who decide to return 
voluntarily to rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. UNHCR also 
is supporting the Government to develop a national IDP policy 
focused on supporting durable solutions for IDPs. 
 
Yemen continues to receive an unprecedented influx of people 
fleeing from across the Arabian and Red Sea in search of safety, 
protection and economic opportunities. However, with the 
worsening economic situation and insecurity, many refugees in 
Yemen who were once self-reliant have become increasingly 
vulnerable.  
 

 
 

IDPs from Abyan that had been living in a school in Aden 
preparing to make their return home  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Highlights of the Month 

 The flow of refugees and migrants from the Horn of Africa 
across the Gulf of Aden and Red Sea towards Yemen continues 
to exceed previous records. In the first eight months of 2012, 
more than 72,000 people made this perilous journey compared 
to 60,000 during the same period last year – a 20% increase.  

IDPs 
 UNHCR and the Executive Unit for IDPs co-hosted a Regional 
Consultative Workshop in Aden on “Developing a National 
Policy for Addressing and Resolving Internal Displacement in 
Yemen”.  The purpose was to raise awareness of efforts by the 
Government, with technical assistance from UNHCR, to develop 
a national IDP policy and to solicit the views of key stakeholders 
– government (state, governorate and district), IDPs, and 
international humanitarian partners – on priority issues to 
address in the policy. Participants expressed consensus on the 
need for a national IDP policy in Yemen and agreed on a set of 
recommendations. 
 
 As part of a UN integrated project under the GCC Agreement, 
UNHCR conducted staff training on the National Dialogue in 
Haradh, Aden, Amran and Sana’a for UNHCR staff and partners, 
and training sessions for community leaders and Community 
Protection Network members to facilitate structured discussion 
of issues relating to displacement, to the adoption of legal and 
other means to strengthen the protection and rights of IDPs, 
and to durable solutions to displacement. 
 
 Some IDP families that had been in Aden have voluntarily 
returned to Abyan. As a result, 26 schools that had been used 
as collective centres in Aden have now been vacated. UNHCR 
has been providing support to the IDPs in Aden. UNHCR 
through its partner, SHS, has also been distributing basic 
household items and shelter materials to the returnees in 
Abyan. UNHCR has also been supporting the government to 
consolidate the number of schools used as collective centres in 
order to open up learning spaces for students.  
 
 The Protection Cluster for IDPs, led by UNHCR, advocated for 
and facilitated the setting up of coordination mechanisms for 
Mine Action in Yemen to be led by UNDP. The 1st Mine Action 
Technical working group reviewed Clearance, Mines Risk 
education and Victim Assistance, the need to create future sub-
forums at the field offices level (ie. mine action forum in Aden) 
for better coordination, harmonisation of activities and 
protection reporting. 

 

 President Hadi, in his speech to the UN General Assembly on 26 
September in which he made reference to the humanitarian needs 
in Yemen, and in particular those of IDPs and refugees and called 
upon the international community to provide more support to 
meet the humanitarian needs in the country.  
 
 UNHCR participated in a meeting on Yemen hosted by the 
European Parliament in Brussels on 18 September. The event 
focused on the political transition and the National Dialogue, 
humanitarian situation and challenges (with reference to refugees 
and IDPs), support to the Government of Yemen in finding durable 
solutions for refugees and IDPs in Yemen, and the international 
response. 

 
 On 4-5 September a Friend’s of Yemen Donor Conference was held 
in Riyadh to support Yemen’s Transition Plan for Development and 
Stability from 2012-2014. During the discussion on the 
humanitarian situation, Mr. Naveed Hussain, UNHCR’s 
Representative in Yemen, underlined that the continuing and 
unprecedented level of influx of new arrivals (refugees, asylum 
seekers and economic migrants) to Yemen is an issue not only for 
Yemen, but also a regional and international concern. He also 
highlighted the need for a National IDP Policy in Yemen. Donors 
pledged 6.4 billion USD at the conference. 

 
 On the 26 August, Mr. Hussain headed a UNHCR delegation to 
Sa’ada governorate to meet with Executive Council and the 
Governor of Sa’ada to discuss future cooperation and UNHCR 
activities in the area. The delegation discussed humanitarian needs 
and conditions in Sa’ada affecting IDPs. Since 2004, a series of 
armed conflicts have affected more than 1 million people and 
repeatedly displaced populations in northern Yemen. Over 320,000 
people have been displaced by the conflict in the north and are in 
need of durable solutions. 

Refugees 
 The Ministry of Human Rights and UNHCR held a joint Training of 
Trainers workshop for staff from the Ministry of Human Rights and 
the National Subcommittee for Refugees Affairs, which covered 
refugee rights and duties according to the 1951 Convention and 
human rights charters and the importance of having national 
refugee legislation. 
 
 Due to heavy flooding in Kharaz Camp on 15 August nearly 290 
families that had been living in tents and makeshift shelters 
required emergency food and shelter assistance.  
 

For further information: 
Teddy Leposky ● Public Information/External Relations Officer ● leposky@unhcr.org 

Dania Khan ● Executive Assistant/Reporting Officer ●khan@unhcr.org 
UNHCR Website: www.unhcr.org  ●  Mixed Migration Task Force Website: www.mmyemen.org 

 

UNHCR Yemen Rep on mission to Sa’ada visited a school rehabilitated by UNHCR  
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