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MALI Food Security Outlook Update March 2011 
 

Moderate levels of food insecurity expected in Gao as of April 
 

• This year, there are large-scale brush fires in the Gourma 
area of Timbuktu (livelihood zone 2). Unusual herd 
movements into the Boni and Hombori areas (Mopti) could 
pose a risk of overgrazing and animal watering problems in 
these receiving areas beginning as of April/May.  

 
• Young migrant workers, mostly from the southern and 

central reaches of the country, are returning home from 
Libya. Touareg populations in northern Mali especially 
dependent on migrant remittances from Libya are 
unconcerned by this return migration. Thanks to good 
harvests and a high demand for local labor, the loss of these 
migrant remittances, though important, should not 
significantly weaken their food security situation.  
 

 
Update of the outlook for January through June 2011 
 
Good grain harvests for the 2010-2011 crop year are 
strengthening food availability all across the country. Most poor 
households across the country will not face acute food insecurity 
between now and June (Figures 1 and 2). However, as usual, very 
poor and poor households in the Kidal and Gao regions will face 
small livelihood deficits during the lean season in pastoral areas 
between April and June-July due to last year’s poor grazing 
conditions, which will make them moderately food-insecure 
(Figure 3).  
 
The period from February to May is normally marked by social 
and religious celebrations (festivals, marriages, circumcision 
ceremonies) in farming areas, resulting in heavy grain 
consumption and household spending. However, these 
expenditures should not affect the future food security situation 
of these households with local crop production covering an 
additional one to two months worth of household food needs 
this year.  
 
As usual, many able-bodied workers from the grain-short Dogon 
Plateau area of Mopti (livelihood zone 5) were bringing in the rice 
harvest in rice-growing areas of Mopti between December and February, where they were paid for their labor in kind. The 
larger than usual supplies of rice brought home by these workers this year are helping to raise the levels of family food 
reserves in this area and diversify their diet. 

Figure 1.  Estimated food security outcomes in 
March 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET  

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity 
Scale, please see : www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
Figure 2.  Estimated food security outcomes April 
through June 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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The period from March to June/July is marked by large-scale 
herd movements to dry season grazinglands near year-round 
watering holes, where livestock are expected to stay until the 
first rainfall. These migratory movements are normal, except in 
the Gourma area of Timbuktu where damage to natural 
vegetation from brush fires is creating problems, triggering 
unusual herd movements into the Mopti region. This 
adjustment in normal patterns of seasonal migration should 
suffice to sustain most livestock. Animals in the Gourma area of 
Timbuktu may have a somewhat lower market value than those 
in Mopti, but this is not expected to significantly affect food 
security conditions. 
 
In spite of good harvests all across the country, there was no 
visible drop in grain prices during the harvest season (between 
October and January). The steady rise in prices is attributable to 
a number of different factors, including but not limited to:  

• cash payments for cotton crops in CMDT (Malian 
Textile Development Company) areas, preventing 
farmers from having to sell their crops at low prices 
and allowing them to postpone the marketing of their 
grain (millet, sorghum, and corn) crops;  

• the current organization of farming communities (into 
farmer organizations, cooperatives, associations, farm 
unions, etc.) with real commercial bargaining power; 

• the generally high cost of living, prompting farmers to 
try and align grain prices with rising prices for other 
staple commodities like oil, milk, sugar, and soap;  

• institutional procurements by the OPAM (the Malian 
Produce Board) (7,200 MT for the national food 
security reserve), the WFP (15,000 MT, part of which is earmarked for programs in other neighboring countries), 
NGOs, and associations of cooperatives. 

 
In spite of this upward trend in prices during the harvest season as of the end of February of this year, grain prices were 
comparable to or below last year’s prices. Looking ahead, market demand will falter with the conclusion of institutional 
procurements (by the beginning of March in the case of the government and by April in the case of the WFP), while farmers 
in CMDT areas of Sikasso and rice cooperatives in village-level irrigation schemes currently stockpiling their crops will be 
forced to begin selling their rice in April-May to finance preparations for the next growing season (May). The resulting 
increase in supply will stabilize or reduce prices, particularly with this year’s lower than usual demand from grain-short 
farming households after the last good growing season. Moreover, as projected in the January Outlook report, grain prices 
will most likely hover around the average. 
 
As far as grain access is concerned, on-farm production by most households in southern farming areas could cover their 
food needs until June, and the normal lean season in farming areas will begin in July and run until September. Households 
in urban areas dependent on local markets for their food supplies will be able to buy grain at relatively affordable prices 
comparable to prices at the same time last year.  
 
After spiking in November of last year with the celebration of Tabaski, prices for animals on livestock markets have 
generally been stable. The main explanation given for this state of affairs is the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, which is the region’s 
largest importer of livestock. However, movements in prices on markets in the Gao and Kidal regions (livelihood zones 2, 3, 
and 4) have been rather unusual, where livestock prices in general and prices for small animals in particular rose sharply (by 
21 to 43 percent) between November of last year and February of this year. This could be due to a smaller market supply of 
animals after the large losses of livestock during last year’s lean season and a larger demand from middle-income and 
better-off households looking to rebuild their herds and for programs for the redistribution of small animals to poor 

Figure 3. Livelihood zone map 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET 



MALI Food Security Outlook Update March 2011 
 

 

 Famine Early Warning Systems Network  
 

3 

households mounted by the country’s food security partners in Gao (where Action Against Hunger will distribute an 
estimated 2,400 small animals) and Kidal (where the FAO will distribute another 2,300 head of livestock).  
 
As predicted in the January Outlook report, livestock prices will exceed the nominal five-year average, at least in these high-
risk areas for acute food insecurity in the northeastern part of the country. Prices could outstrip the average by more than 
expected with the implementation of scheduled herd rebuilding programs. Terms of trade for goats-millet will be well 
above the five-year (2006-2010) average, particularly in the Gao and Kidal regions where animals sell better than in other 
parts of the country and grain prices are average. An adult goat sold in February of this year brought in approximately one 
and a half times the usual amount of grain in Gao and Ansongo departments and a third more in Ménaka department. 
However, the normal seasonal rise in grain prices between March and June/July of this year will mean a slight decline in 
these favorable terms of trade for pastoralists. 
 
With milk production at its lowest level of the year, demand for grain as a substitute food increases during the lean season 
between March and June/July in pastoral areas in general and, in particular, in agropastoral areas of livelihood zone 4 and 
pastoral areas of livelihood zone 2. This year, with the reduction in the size of animal herds after the 2009/10 crisis, there is 
less demand for labor for the tending of animals, which is the main source of income for poor households. Moreover, very 
poor and poor households looking to protect and rebuild their herds will sell fewer animals than usual. In all likelihood, the 
rise in prices for livestock will not completely make up for the loss of income from fewer than usual sales of animals. Poor 
households will have only limited recourse to gifts and loans from better-off households due to their already high levels of 
debt. The only advantage for poor households, this year, is that they will not have high livestock maintenance costs. Very 
poor and poor households relying on ongoing or scheduled food and non-food aid will not incur typical non-essential 
expenses (livelihood deficit). 
 
The repatriation of Malian citizens living in Libya was not foreseeable at the time of the publication of the January Outlook 
report. However, this should not significantly affect the food security outlook, since these are mostly youths from southern 
and central Mali who could be supported by their families in a good crop year. The crisis in Côte d’Ivoire is becoming more 
militant, producing its own share of refugees. The large numbers of Malians living in the Abbobo and Adjamé districts of the 
capital, the epicenter of the fighting in Abidjan, will most likely try and return home. Thus, with more than 2 million Malians 
currently living in Côte d’Ivoire, this will have a major impact on the food security outlook.  
 
Seasonal calendar and critical events 
 

 
Source: FEWS NET 


