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Burundi 

MAG Burundi started in 2007 with a programme to support the Government of Burundi in reducing 
the threat of SALW and unsecured stockpiles.  MAG is currently offering technical support to the 
Weapons Destruction Workshop and is supporting the Burundian Government in implementing the 
Nairobi Protocol - Articles 6, 7, 8 and 9.  

Funded by the German Government and Foundry 47, the Force de Défense Nationale (FDN-

Burundian army) SALW Destruction Team continued to collect SALW at the start of August. For four 

days, the collection was primarily done in the First Military Region. Two sites and two units were 

visited where the team collected 1,358 items of ammunition, 2,145 cartridges and 326 miscellaneous 

items which were obsolete or unserviceable. Following stand down, MAG-FDN activities then 

resumed with two refresher training sessions on 22 August.  

Activities during August impacted on 400 people living close to the FDN ammunition depots by 

significantly reducing the risk of them being affected by an accidental explosion. 

MAG continues to look for funding to implement other PSSM projects with the FDN, mainly the 

rehabilitation or construction of armouries and ammunition depots, and the training of armourers. 

MAG delivers a range of projects globally dealing with different aspects of human security issues, 
providing appropriate responses in post conflict countries through Small Arms and Light Weapons 
(SALW) destruction projects as well Physical Security and Stockpile Management (PSSM) 
activities. This coordinated and integrated approach supports states to develop sustainable 
solutions to armed violence, and is an essential contribution to local, national and regional security 
and aspects of Armed Violence Reduction (AVR).  

MAG is currently undertaking projects in Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Iraq, 
Somalia and the Republic of South Sudan.  

Iraq: MAG’s CW Disposal team in Chamchamal 

preparing for a controlled bulk demolition 

Burundi: Cartridges in poor condition collected in 

Bujumbura and awaiting destruction 
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A summary of the outputs from the month of August can be found below: 

Summary Table Number collected 

Weapons 0 

Barrels  0 

Magazines 0 

Ammunition 1,358 

Small Arms Ammunition (SAA) 2,145 

Miscellaneous items  326 

 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

MAG DRC launched a nationwide SALW destruction and PSSM programme in September 2006 and 
in May 2007 received written authorisation from the Ministry of Defence to destroy surplus military 
stocks in all Military Regions.  A destruction centre was established by MAG at the Central Logistics 
Base in Kinshasa. In 2008 MAG received written authorisation from the Ministry of the Interior to 
commence these activities with the Congolese National Police (PNC). MAG DRC is the only NGO 
working in PSSM/SALW fields with authorisation from the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Interior 
to destroy surplus military and police stocks. 

MAG DRC operates one destruction team based at the Central Logistics Base in Kinshasa under 
funding from Foundry 47, with the deployment of an additional mobile SALW team and assessment 
team expected to recommence shortly, following confirmation of continuation US Department of State 
Political Military Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (PMWRA) funding. Under a grant from 
the German Government (through UNDP) which finished in March 2012, MAG also completed Phase 
I of a weapon securitisation project to build the Forces Armées de la DRC (FARDC) capacity in the 
management of SALW, and to conduct armoury assessments. In July, MAG commenced Phase II of 
the project, funded by the Australian Government which will rehabilitate some of those FARDC and 
PNC armouries assessed in Phase I. 

In March 2012 MAG DRC secured funding from the British Ministry of Defence (MoD) to expand its 
PSSM activities into the East of the country. Under this project, which finished at the end of July, MAG 
improved the security of FARDC and PNC weapon storage facilities in Kinshasa and Eastern DRC by 
implementing physical improvements and through the installation of prefabricated container units and 
weapons racks. MAG also started an additional project in June 2012, to construct an FARDC 
ammunition depot in Kisangani, financed by UNOPS. The objective is to provide secure storage for 
400 tonnes of ammunition, which will include finalising the design, work site grading, and construction 
of the facility and infrastructure for access.  

Work continues at the Arms Destruction Workshop at the Central Logistics Base, where in August, 
999 weapons were destroyed. To date, MAG DRC has destroyed a total of 129,799 weapons and 
865.78 tons of ammunition. 

Under UNOPS funding, MAG completed and issued the necessary tender documents for the 
construction of the ammunition depot facility in Kisangani. Work will commence on the depot as soon 
as the applications are reviewed and an implementer for this construction work has been selected. 

Iraq 

MAG Iraq started implementing a weapons disposal programme in August 2007 with the support of 
the US Department of State PMWRA.  To date, the MAG Iraq Conventional Weapons (CW) Disposal 
teams have successfully responded to more than 14,353 emergency tasks to safely remove and 
destroy 441,219 CW items.  Since it began MAG Iraq's CW programme has directly benefited more 
than 1 million individuals.   
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MAG’s Small Arms and Light Weapons Risk Education (RE) programme began with RE sessions in 
schools in July 2008.  Working with local partners, MAG’s SALW RE warns children of the threats of 
playing with SALW, with the aim of reducing the risk to children in homes with unguarded SALW. 

The MAG Iraq programme was stood down for the majority of August during Ramadan. All operations 

were resumed in the final week of the month, when teams began by participating in refresher training 

conducted by the programme’s Training, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit. 

When operations recommenced, three CW Disposal response teams deployed to reported stockpiles 

of CW. Teams deployed 22 times from the programme’s two operations bases to different villages, 

completing 59 emergency conventional weapons destruction tasks in Sulimaniyah, Dohuk, Mosul, and 

Kirkuk Governorates. This month, 206 CW were safely destroyed, including items of 70mm PG, anti-

personnel landmines, anti-tank landmines, fuses, mortars, projectiles and SAA in addition to several 

other types of Unexploded Ordnance (UXO). Teams destroyed one stockpile. 

The MAG Community Liaison (CL) teams funded by PMWRA delivered five RE sessions to 91 

shepherds and students in Dohuk governorate. 

Somalia 

MAG commenced Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) and PSSM activities in the Puntland region of 

Somalia in May 2008 with funding from the US Department of State PMWRA.  MAG trained an EOD 

team consisting of seven Puntland Police officers and provided technical assistance and equipment 

for the team performing EOD activities throughout Puntland. More recently MAG carried out an 

armoury survey, refurbishment and training project in Puntland funded by the UK Government, and is 

currently deploying two CL teams to deliver Emergency Mine Risk Education to NGO personnel to 

enable them to implement essential humanitarian activities without the threat of mines and UXO. 

To further address EOD and PSSM needs in Somalia, MAG established a project with funds from the 

UK Government’s Africa Conflict Pool Programme (ACPP) in June 2011 in South Galkayo, Galmudug 

State, to pioneer these efforts in the southern regions using a similar model to that which was 

successful in Puntland.  A base was also been established in Hargeysa, Somaliland, with funding 

from AusAid, addressing safe storage mechanisms for police armouries.  A PSSM project began in 

2011 and the programme works closely with Somaliland authorities to provide appropriate equipment 

and training, and to reduce the risk of leakage from stockpiles being managed by the national 

authorities.  

In addition, MAG has been deploying one EOD team in South Central Somalia to carry out stockpile 

destruction and battle area clearance missions, with the support of a local CL team trained by MAG. 

Puntland 

The CL team continued to deliver training to NGO staff in Garowe with 32 people being trained this 

month. The Emergency RE funded by ACPP finished at the end of August. MAG attended various 

meetings with the authorities in preparation for a new PSSM project in Puntland which should 

commence in October and see the construction / refurbishment of three armouries and training of 10 

Police Officers as Armoury Managers. 

Somaliland 

MAG received funding to continue PSSM activities in Somaliland for the next year. It is planned that 

10 armouries will be constructed, for both the Police and the Maritime Police; refresher training will be 

carried out for all personnel trained in the previous project; and an additional training course will be 

organised for 30 Policemen to be trained as Armoury Managers and 10 as Supervisors, thus further 

strengthening the Somali Police capacity to manage weapons stockpiles. 
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South Central Somalia 

MAG’s operations have been suspended in Abudwaq due to security reasons and all international 

staff have been pulled out. MAG does not plan to return to South Central as long as the level of 

security remains unacceptable to deploy international staff. 

Republic of South Sudan 

MAG has been implementing CW disposal activities in South Sudan since 2005. During the month 

MAG deployed two EOD teams and three Multi-task Teams (MTT) in Central and Eastern Equatoria 

States. MAG also deployed three CL teams in Upper Nile State, and five CL teams in Central, Eastern 

and Western Equatoria.  

 

One EOD team and two MTTs conducted EOD spot tasks during the reporting period in Central 

Equatoria State. EOD3 completed 42 Spot Tasks in Juba County, removing three anti-tank mines, 76 

items of UXO and 252 items of SAA. The team conducted visual inspection on 105,000m
2 
of land 

surrounding the spot tasks. MTT1 completed four spot tasks, visually inspecting and releasing 

10,000m
2
 of land in Liriya County. The team removed and destroyed four items of abandoned 

explosive ordnance (AXO) during these activities. MTT2 also conducted four EOD spot tasks in Yei 

County, removing 1 anti-personnel landmine and three items of AXO, and visually inspecting 5,000m
2 

of land. The other two teams conducted minefield clearance activities, removing 6 anti-personnel 

landmines. CL teams gathered information and reported seven new Hazardous Areas (HAs) for follow 

up activities. Below is a summary of the outputs for August:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary Table Number removed and destroyed 

Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) removed/destroyed 

AP mines 7 

AT mines 3 

 SAA 252 

 AXO 7 

 Other UXO 76 

Total ERW removed/destroyed 345 

 

Visual Inspection 120,000m
2
 

Spot tasks completed  50 

Newly reported HAs 7 

MAG would like to express its gratitude to the following current donors to our PSSM and SALW projects 
around the globe: 

• AECID (Spanish Government) 

• Act for Peace 

• Australian Government 

• CIDA 

• DFID 

• Dutch Government 

• EU 

• Foundry 47 

• German Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

• Stichting Vluchteling 

• UK Government 

• UNDP  

• UNMAS 

• UNOPS 

• United States Department of State, Political Military Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement 


