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AT A GLANCE 
 

 The total number of food insecure people in the 

Horn of Africa is approximately 8 million people1. 

The majority of those in need of humanitarian 

assistance are in Somalia (2.12 million)2.  

 

 The European Commission on Humanitarian Aid 

and Civil Protection (ECHO) emphasizes that 

millions of people are still depending on 

international assistance for their daily sustenance 

and that funding is still needed, despite eased 

conditions.  

 

 Meteorologically, normal to above normal 

seasonal rains are predicted for much of  the 

Horn region and in some areas of Ethiopia, 

Kenya and South Sudan, localized flooding has 

occurred displacing more than 240,000 people3.  

 

 The consensus of the Greater Horn of Africa 

Climate Outlook Forum (GHACOF32) is that El 

Niño4 weather conditions are developing and 

likely to continue through early 2013. For East 

Africa, the presence of El Niño usually indicates 

wetter than normal conditions during the October 

to December rains.  

 

 The excess rainfall should ease conditions in the Horn however, millions of people could return to emergency 

levels of hunger and malnutrition resulting from the previous planting season’s delayed rainfall combined with 

the current season’s threat of flooding in crop fields. Furthermore, the inability of many households to recover 

from 2011 drought conditions continues to threaten food security in much of the region, especially in Somalia 

where 2.12 million people remain food insecure.   

 

 

LATEST SITUATION 

 

 The higher than normal seasonal July-September rains are expected to replenish water sources and regenerate 

pasture, however excessive amounts of rain may cause flooding in crop fields and erosion. Drier than normal 

conditions may persist in parts of Djibouti.  

                                                 
1
 Does not include South Sudan as it is considered in the Greater Horn  

2
 OCHA Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 

3
 OCHA Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 13August 2012 

4
 Higher than normal (>0.5°C) equatorial Pacific Ocean sea temperatures 
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 Current Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) of 3 and 45 are in effect in Ethiopia and Somalia (1 

is normal and 5 is famine) although conditions are expected to improve by the end of September.   

 Disbursements have been completed for the World Bank Financed HoA Emergency Health & Nutrition Project 

(US$30 million), greatly supporting needs in the Dollo Ado and Dadaab Refugee Camps in Ethiopia and Kenya.  

 The United Nations is reporting that the number of Somalis who have fled their country due to drought and 

conflict is 1.01 million (the third highest number of refugees in the world6. The refugees are spread out in Kenya, 

Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Tanzania and Uganda. Kenya has the majority. The number of 

internally displaced in Somalia is 1.36 million.  

 

International Appeal for Humanitarian Assistance  

 2012 funding calls for $2.50 billion but remains funded at $1.3 billion (52percent):  

Status of funding met per country:  

Djibouti: 40percent; Kenya: 52percent; Somalia: 50percent; Ethiopia: 41percent 

 

 Agencies and Inter-governmental organizations are calling on Governments to prioritize infrastructure 

investment in areas facing food insecurity.  

 The European Commission is providing €22 million to its humanitarian aid in the region. The additional 

financing will help build resilience to future disasters of at least one million Kenyans and Somalis. The new aid 

brings the European Commission's humanitarian aid contribution to the Horn of Africa to €335 million since the 

start of the hunger emergency.  The funds will be channeled through the EU's SHARE strategy (Supporting Horn 

of Africa Resilience).  

 UN-OCHA has released a map showing aid organizations’ work areas.   

 

 

COUNTRY BY COUNTRY SITUATION 

 

Djibouti 

 The food security situation has stabilized in much of Djibouti following favorable rains, humanitarian 

interventions and the generosity from donations received during Ramadan.  

 However, the consecutive, poor rainy seasons from 2011 and early 2012 continue to impact the pastoralists who 

are not able to recover as quickly from their loss of assets such as cattle.  

 The region of Ali Sabieh remains the most food insecure (stressed phase) however, continued humanitarian 

assistance combined with seasonal rains should help households in this area enter the recovery phase.  

 

Ethiopia 

 At present, an estimated 3.7 million people will need emergency food assistance through the end of the year. 

(FEWSNET). Relief food is currently being dispatched in affected areas by the Government, UN World Food 

Programme (WFP) and various Non-Governmental Organizations.  

 The Government Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector issued a flood alert for the country. Two 

weeks of heavy rains have caused flooding in Afar affecting 5,000 people. In the Amhara region, flooding has 

affected 131,026 people leaving 20,118 displaced.  

 The Government, Ethiopian Red Cross and various agencies have mobilized emergency assistance for flood 

victims.  

 Not all areas of the country are receiving normal rains however. Water shortages continue in other parts of the 

Afar, Somali, Oromia and Amhara regions. Water has to be trucked into these locations.  

 Rising food prices are also affecting the above mentioned areas due to the poor results of the early rain season 

(Belg) which caused a large loss in the recent harvest. General food stocks, especially in drought affected areas, 

                                                 
5
IPC 1: Generally food secure; 2: Moderately/borderline food insecure; Acute food and livelihood crisis; 4: Humanitarian 

emergency; Famine/humanitarian catastrophe 

 
6
 United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian affairs (UN-OCHA) 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14_3W_005_Somali_072612_A4.pdf
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are running low. In the extreme southern regions, the sweet potato crop experienced an 80-100 percent failure 

during the early part of 2012.  

 Currently, United Nations High Commissioner Rights (UNHCR) is reporting that 165,411 drought affected 

Somali refugees are being hosted at five camps in Dollo Ado. A sixth camp was just approved by local officials 

and will open soon to alleviate over-crowding.  

 

Kenya 

 2.2 million people are food insecure in Kenya. UN Food and Agriculture Organizations (FAO) are calling for the 

majority of humanitarian assistance to be focused on small-scale farmers and pastoralists (75 percent of food in 

Kenya is produced by small-scale farmers).  

 As per FEWSNET, the March to May long rains were delayed by up to five weeks in some areas, and rainfall 

has been less than 20 percent of average. Early livestock migrations which limit households’ access to milk are 

occurring in the Northeastern, Eastern, and Southeastern Pastoral livelihood zones. 

 The drier than normal conditions in drought prone areas that were predicted, affected the northeastern regions 

and limited pasture replenishment. Current seasonal rains are expected to ease conditions in these areas. Some 

localized flooding has been reported in the West and Southern regions.   

 Mandera, Wajir and Tana River counties have been experiencing armed attacks which have killed 70 people. The 

conflict arises from disagreement over resources.  

 Kakuma refugee camp in the North is experiencing another influx of people due to fighting in South Sudan and 

those fleeing drought. Approximately 96,000 refugees remain in the camps. Kenya hosts 585,000 refugees, most 

of whom are from Somalia fleeing drought and conflict.   

 

Somalia 

 2.12 million people are in a food security crisis in Somalia with most residing in the southern regions where 

humanitarian access remains very limited. Malnutrition levels in the south of the country remain critical. 1.3 

million people remain in a stressed food security situation and risk falling into a crisis unless further aid can be 

deployed. In additional to the 1.01 million refugees fleeing Somalia, 1.36 remain internally displaced due to 

conflict and drought conditions. Once Africa Union Mission to Somalia and Local Troops re-took the Afgooye 

Corridor, 1,800 returnees moved toward Mogadishu. Up to 120,000 people are living in make-shift camps along 

the road linking Mogadishu to Afgooye.  

 A return to famine conditions is not expected however, FEWSNET maintains its appeal that aid must be 

sustained to prevent a further crisis. Only 50percent of planned beneficiaries have received assistance since 

July/August. In addition, The FAO managed Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit for Somalia (FSNAU) 

Quarterly Brief indicates that the total number of people in a food security crisis is likely to remain unchanged in 

the second half of the year. The agro-pastoral areas of the South (Bay, Juba, Shabelle, Bakook and Gedo) could 

face deteriorating conditions due to below average rains. Attention should remain on this part of the country.  

 

South Sudan 

 3 million people in the country remain at risk for food insecurity. IPC 4 (emergency) levels of food security are 

occurring along the north-south border of Sudan. Abyei and South Kordofan are the areas which are most 

affected but the situation should ease with the arrival of the seasonal rains.  

 Conflict amid rising tensions with Sudan has caused more than 200,000 people to be displaced, especially in 

South Kordofan due to the conflict between Susan Armed Forces and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement. 

Inter-tribal conflict is also created displacement with many fleeing to refugee camps in Ethiopia. There has also 

been a blockade of trade to the south since May. Even with alternative routes being worked out through Eastern 

Africa, high food prices and limited availability of food are hurting poorer households (which rely almost solely 

on food purchasing during the lean season) the most.  

 A massive health and hygiene outreach program has been launched by local and international agencies due to the 

large amount of refugees suffering from respiratory infections, diarrhea and malaria.  

 The Yida refugee camp now hosts 60,000 people and averages 300-500 new arrivals daily (UNHCR). Due to the 

influx, malnutrition rates and child mortality are on the rise.  
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 The conflict will also aggravate crop production in the south and north. Unity, Jonglei and Warrap states will be 

the most affected. Traditional movement of cattle herders to the North are also being interrupted by the conflict.  

 

WORLD BANK RESPONSE 

KEY ACTIONS 

 

Regional:  

 The HoA Emergency Health & Nutrition Project (US$30 million) completed its disbursement in May 2012.  

 A US$430,000 GFDRR grant to the IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre (ICPAC) is 

strengthening its institutions and contributed to the 30
th

 Greater Horn of Africa Climate Outlook Forum 

GHCOF held in Kigali on 27
th

 to 29
th

 February 2012and the GHCOF 31 held in Djibouti 29
th

 to 31
st
 June 

2012. Also a multi-stakeholder Inter Agency Flood Contingency Workshop for Sudan on June-July-August 

season was financed through this grant. 
Ethiopia:  

 Training on Post Disaster Needs Assessment, with over 70 federal and regional government staff, was conducted 

from June 18-22, 2012.  This training included a ‘hands-on’ learning experience and field trip to drought affected 

Boset Wereda. This capacity building exercise enhanced the government’s capacity to identify and form a 

national experts’ team which can undertake quick drought and other disaster related assessments.  In the view of 

on-going drought, such expertise will be very beneficial in assessing disaster situation and planning for 

resilience.  

Kenya:  

 Kenya Agricultural Productivity and Agribusiness Project: Drought related activities are being scaled up in the 

identified districts.   

 Health Sector Support Project is ongoing in full swing. This is one of the first WB’s projects supporting large 

scale nutrition interventions targeting the resident populations who are equally vulnerable compared to refugees 

in the camps. 

Somalia:  

 The US$5 million Somalia Drought Management and Livelihood Protection Project from GFDRR and the US$ 

4 million funded World Bank State and Peace Building Fund (SPF) supported FAO is supplying 97,008 people 

with cash-for-work activities for the rehabilitation of productive infrastructures.  

 Since April 2012, all participants in the program have completed the work. Additionally, the projects supported 

210,000 people in crisis with seeds for drought tolerant crops. All seed distributions were completed.  

Uganda: 

No new updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WB Horn of Africa Drought Response Contacts 

Doekle Wielinga, AFR DRM Coordinator, AFTN2, WB Washington DC, AfricaDRM@worldbank.org   
Disaster Risk Management Website 
Sources: OCHA Sitreps, Relief Web, FEWSNET, UN agencies, press releases from various media sources, WB Staff 

mailto:AfricaDRM@worldbank.org
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/0,,contentMDK:23199686~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~theSitePK:258644,00.html

