
  

 

 

 
MAIN ISSUES DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD  

Overall, the security situation in Somalia continues 
to be tense. There were several reports of Al-
Shabaab attacks in Mogadishu.  Somaliland and 
Puntland experienced relative stability. .  

There were several reports of displacement of 
populations following the military activities by pro-
TFG forces in south central Somalia. In Afgoye alone, 
18,000 individuals reportedly fled to Mogadishu. 
 
 

KEY CONSTRAINTS ON ACCESS 
 

OCHA Somalia and its partners monitor the following 
categories of access-related issues1: 

1. Military operations and on-going activities 
impeding humanitarian operations 

On22 May, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi reaffirmed his country's intention to 
spread its military operation in Somalia, 
including by attacking Kismayo, which is an Al-
Shabaab stronghold. In the past reiterated, the 
PM had stated his intention to pull the EDF 
troops out of Somalia as soon as possible. His 
latest remarks, however, cast doubts on how 
long the Ethiopian forces will stay.  

 On 22 May, the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) and the Somalia National Army (SNA) 
launched a planned operation in the Afgoye 
corridor, west of Mogadishu. In the first two 
days of military offensives, SNA/AMISOM forces 
avoided using the tarmac road linking 
Mogadishu to Afgoye town to minimise impact 
on civilian populations. Humanitarian service 
deliveries in the corridor were suspended due to 
military activity. A number of humanitarian 
actors have also been reticent to resume 
activities in the Afgooye area as following the 
take over the security situation has remained 
highly volatile.  

2. Interference in the implementation of 
humanitarian activities  

 02 May, troops loyal to the Dollow acting Distric 
Commissioner fired upon an NGO vehicle for 
unknown reasons, no injuries resulted.  

                                                 
1 The information quoted is collected from various sources and 
represent OCHA’s most reliable sources. However, under-reporting 
and validation of events are chronic challenges; therefore, this 
information should only be as considered indicative. 

 

 04 May, one local staff of an INGO was arrested 
during a security operation in Wardhiigley 
district in Mogadishu. The staff was released 
after four days of detention, no charges were 
pressed against him. 

 08 May, in Ceel Buur, Galgaduud region, , 
taxation demands of USD$1000 were made to 
humanitarian organisations and their 
contractors. An INGO had to scale down their 
activities in their MCH due to these demands. 

 09 May, the local head of office of an INGO in 
Baidoa was killed. The reason for the killing is yet 
to be ascertained. 

 22 May, the Al Shabaab Office for Supervising 
the Affairs of Foreign Agencies (OSAFA) 
reiterated its existing ban against WFP and 
threatened serious consequences for any locals 
who agreed to work with WFP. 22 May Al Shabaab Office for Supervising the Affairs of Foreign Agencies (OSAFA) issued a statement on amiirnuur.com stating that WFP is jeopardizing their (AS and business peoples) effort of business activities by negatively impacting the food prices. In  

3. Restrictions on or interference with the passage 
of agencies, personnel and goods 

 25 May, trucks rented by an UN agency carrying 
food aid from Berbera to Garowe were held by 
local clan militias in Laas Caanod District, Sool 
region. The trucks were released on 28 May. The 
motive of the incident seems to be 
economically-based. 

For physical road conditions see Logistics Cluster 
map: 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/somalia-
physical-road-conditions 

PIRACY UPDATE 

On 15 May, the UN Security Council unanimously 
adopted a UN resolution (1851) authorizing for the 
first time international operations against pirates on 
land in Somalia. The resolution authorizes states 
already involved in fighting the piracy off Somalia 
coast to "take all necessary measures that are 
appropriate in Somalia" to suppress "acts of piracy 
and armed robbery at sea. 

Current vessels and hostages held by Somali 
pirates: (source ICC) 

 Vessels: 12  

 Hostages: 178 

4. Violence against humanitarian personnel and 
facilities 

9 incidents involving humanitarian personnel and 
facilities were reported during May. 
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 14 May, nutrition supplies of an INGO stored in 
warehouses in three locations in Hiraan were 
reportedly taken by Al-Shabaab. The 
organisation had been banned from working in 
Hiraan in January 2012. 

 19 May, unknown gunmen reportedly opened 
fire at the compound of a LNGO in Balambale in 
Galgaduud Region. Two NGO staffs and 
watchmen were injured. The motive of the 
attack is reportedly related to a dispute over a 
goat and cash distributions carried out by the 
NGO. 

 25 May, two trucks reportedly carrying UNIMIX 
and other food items from UNICEF were 
intercepted by Al-Shabaab at Karaban village in 
Bay region. The trucks were taken to Wajir and 
off loaded by Al-Shabaab in Wajir. 

 31 May, militia reportedly dressed as TFG 
military looted a health facility in Ceelasha, 
Lower Shabelle taking medical drugs and 
laboratory equipment and supplies.  

DIRECT HUMANITARIAN INCIDENTS BY MONTH & 
REGION 

Chart: Direct Humanitarian Incidents - Average monthly 
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5. Attitude towards the humanitarian community  

Negative statements regarding the international 
community or aid workers were recorded during the 
reporting period. 

 The TFG DC for Beletweyne Mr. Sheikh Osman 
Barre Mohamed addressed a letter to all INGOS 
operating in Beletweyne, stating that reports 
that a mayor has been appointed for 
Beletweyne town were "false". In the same 
document the DC further warned that 
"appropriate measures" would be taken against 
any aid organization that collaborates with the 
said mayor.  

6. Targeting civil society and media 

6 journalists have been killed in Somalia during 2012, 
making it one of the world’s most dangerous 
countries for journalists to work in.  02 May, a Somali 

journalist was killed in Galkayo, Mudug. The motive 
behind the attack is unknown. 

 24 May, a Somali journalist was killed in 
Mogadishu, Benadir. The motive behind the 
attack is unknown. 

INTERNATIONAL STAFF PRESENCE 
 
 

The following is the geographic breakdown of UN 
International staff presence in Somalia in May 2012.  

UN INTERNATIONAL STAFF 

 
Source: UNDSS – International Staff = 183 

 

ACCESS ANALYSIS 
 

 
In the first half of 2012, humanitarian access saw 

little improvement in south central Somalia, despite 

the fact that some areas in southern Somalia 

changed administration. The main access challenges 

faced are general insecurity, unclear administration, 

interference in and impositions on working 

modalities, the continued ban by Al Shabaab, 

hindrance or corruption in IDP settlements, and 

attacks on humanitarian compounds. Humanitarian 

organisations have continued try and adapt to the 

changing operating environment, developing diverse 

programming modalities. Changes in the 

administrative control of areas have been generally 

followed by a period of heightened insecurity, which 

has not allowed for a major expansion of 

humanitarian presence and activities.       There 

continues to be a need to carefully manage the issue 

of perception and to reaffirm the neutrality and 

independence of humanitarian action.  


