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Introduction 
 

In Misurata, it is reported that seven dead and 
four injured rebel fighters were received by the 
hospital after Gaddafi forces attacked a rebel 
checkpoint with artillery fire and rockets. 
However, in the contested area of Tripoli 
Street, rebel forces are making gains. 
 
Doctors in Misurata report that the situation is 
critical, with many dead and wounded daily, 
due to constant shelling and bombing. 
 
The Australian Government funded fifth IOM 
boat, evacuated 1,091 people from Misurata. 
The “Red Star One” vessel later arrived in 
Benghazi, where International Medical Corps 
provided medical support upon arrival. Most of the passengers were from Niger, however a small 
number of refugees from Sudan, Egypt and Tunisia as well as Libyan medical cases and 
accompanying family members were aboard the vessel. The sixth evacuation is scheduled to depart 
Benghazi tomorrow. 
 
Pro-Gaddafi forces have taken the Dehibat-Wazin border post and the towns of Wazin and Al 
Ghazaya. As a result, opposition forces retreated into Tunisia and Gaddafi troops followed them over 
the border, with 25 vehicles travelling into Dehibat that were firing randomly. In response, the Tunisian 
military sent reinforcements to the border prompting Gaddafi troops to turn back.  International 
Medical Corps staff were in Dehibat at time, but were unharmed in this incident.  
 
Nalut is also under attack, with grad missiles being fired into the town. The water tower, which is 
location 300 meters from the hospital has been hit. 
 
Al Jazeera also reports heavy clashes between rebels and Gaddafi forces in the remote Kufra basin in 
Libya's remote southeast. 
 
As of April 28, 2011: 

 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 
Six injured pro-Gaddafi soldiers from fighting in the Dehibat-Wazin border area were left on Tunisian 
soil.  The Tunisian military, along with International Medical Corps staff, accompanied their transfer to 
the Dehibat hospital.  An Al Jazeera journalist was also slightly injured.  When the Dehibat population 
heard there were pro-Gaddafi soldiers in the hospital, some tried to enter the hospital in an apparent 
effort to attack them. The military, however, prevented their entry and the situation has since calmed 
slightly. In response to today’s incident in Dehibat and ongoing nearby fighting, International Medical 
Corps has sent a medical team to Dehibat to assist if needed. 
 
The number of people in the Dehibat camps has risen to 3,400. This follows reports that civilians in 
the town of Al Ghazaya were yesterday instructed by rebel forces to leave the area due to the 
anticipated fighting that did indeed eventuate today. 
 
 



 

 

 
WESTERN LIBYA 
 
In Nalut, the hospital received two dead from 
Wazin and one injured from Zintan who was 
wounded two days prior.  Needs are ongoing as 
casualties continue to be received. 
 
In Misurata, International Medical Corps today 
delivered further medical and surgical supplies to 
the Misurata Hospital. Deliveries of needed 
supplies will also be provided for two clinics. 
Additional supplies are planned to be shortly 
delivered which include medicines and medical 
supplies (including lumbar puncture needles, 
surgical blades, skin staplers, local anesthetics, 
medications for heart failure and diabetes 
medications) and over 10,000 kilos of food.  
 
Registration records at the facilities indicate 
3,878 wounded and 473 registered deaths since 
the outbreak of violence. As approximately 10% 
of the wounded have resulted in amputations, a 
prosthetics program is immediately required to 
assist these large numbers of amputees. 
 
Periodic evacuations of patients (especially ICU 
patients and major surgical cases) to alleviate 
pressure on hospitals continues to be greatly 
needed. The hospital, that was formerly a clinic 
with only five OTs, seven ICU beds and very 
limited space, now receives approximately an average of 20 emergency cases per day with up to 70 
on some days. The provision of a field hospital would also assist in reducing the over-stretched 
capacity of health facilities. Needed medical staff include neurosurgeons, anesthesiologists, thoracic 
surgeons and nursing staff. Supply needs include constant re-supplies of consumables (especially 
surgical gowns, infusions and anesthetic and analgesic medications) and medical equipment and 
instruments. International Medical Corps is focusing efforts to respond the above urgent needs. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
The IOM vessel, with 1,091 people onboard arrived in Benghazi. The boat was equipped with three 
intensive care units to address the most critical cases, including a French blogger who suffered a 
severe gunshot wound to the neck. 55 wounded passengers were on board, the majority whom had 
indirect wounds from explosions and shrapnel. Five were in serious condition. International Medical 
Corps continues to provide medical support to injured evacuees upon arrival in Benghazi and to 
arrange onwards transfers to Benghazi health facilities.  
 
The IDP camp in Benghazi is starting to become crowded, with over 3,000 people. To allow space for 
additional arrivals of evacuees, onwards evacuations are immediately needed. 
 
The team continues in activities to support areas of IDP concentrations and is planning further 
distributions including hygiene kits, blankets, kitchen sets and mattresses.  
 
To improve support and services for GBV survivors, International Medical Corps is currently 
conducting training at the Benghazi Psychiatric Centre., the main referral point for psychological 



 

 

support of sexual assault victims. In addition, psychological first aid and GBV guiding principles 
training is also planned for Benghazi Medical Centre.  
 
To established referral pathways for survivors of sexual assault, International Medical Corps is 
currently assessing and evaluating services available. Current information indicates that clinical 
management of rape is not offered at any of the health clinics and that there is only a small shelter 
available. These services will need to be established prior to conducting awareness raising activities.  
 
To address nursing staff shortages in Eastern Libya, International Medical Corps is planning to shortly 
provide 30 nurses to health facilities. These are in addition to the 20 nurses that have already been 
provided and are working in local health facilities.  
 
As part of International Medical Corps efforts to provide support and supplies for eastern Libyan 
health facilities, the team is endeavoring to provide short term supplies of antiretroviral drugs and TB 
medications to the Benghazi Center of Infectious Diseases and Immunity. In addition, following a 
request from Transitional National Council and identified need, International Medical Corps is 
endeavoring to assist in the establishment and operation of a rehabilitation centre facility in Benghazi, 
with artificial limb provision, therapy and training. 
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