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May 15, 2012 

In Focus: The Heglig Oil Dispute between Sudan and South Sudan 

By Angelia Sanders 
 

Tensions in Sudan’s South Kordofan state escalated in March and April 2012 when fighting broke 

out around the Heglig oilfield at the border of Sudan and South Sudan. Heglig is located within the 

Greater Nile Oil Project which was developed in 1996 and is currently operated by the Greater 

Nile Petroleum Operating Company (GNPOC) consortium. The Sudanese government in Khar-

toum has controlled Heglig’s large oilfield, which generates about half (60,000 barrels-per-day) of 

Sudan’s oil revenue, making it an important source of income for the government. According to 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN), Heglig is still a disputed region claimed by both 

countries. Sudan has cited a 2009 ruling by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague 

which states that Heglig is not part of the disputed Abeyi region, and therefore not included in 

Abeyi’s possible vote on secession from Sudan. According to Reuters, maps issued by the court 

appear to put Heglig in Sudan’s South Kordofan state. The BBC reports that Heglig is internation-

ally recognised as Sudanese territory. South Sudan has countered these claims, stating that the 

ethnicity of the local population is South Sudanese.  
 

Due to conflicting reports by the governments of Sudan and South Sudan, as well as rebel groups 

within the region, it is difficult to determine when fighting began within the Greater Nile Oil Pro-

ject region, which comprises parts of both countries. Sudan accused South Sudan of supporting the 

Sudan People’s Liberation Army-North (SPLA-N) rebel group in attacks that took place on 23 

March in Heglig, reports Reuters. However, both the SPLA-N and the South Sudanese government 

deny attacks took place. On 26 March, clashes broke out along the border, with South Sudan 

claiming that Sudan had bombed main oil fields in South Sudan’s Unity state, an oil rich region 

located within the Greater Nile Oil Project. Al Jazeera reporters witnessed an attack by Sudanese 

jets on an oil pipeline in the contested region of Heglig on 04 April.            (continued on page 10) 
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Djibouti 

European Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) reports on 11 May that members of the Djibouti Coast Guard and Navy visited the Spanish 

frigate ESPS INFANTA ELENA, part of Operation ATALANTA. The coast guard members toured the frigate and were briefed on 

Best Management Practices (BMPs), merchant vessel protective measures and procedures to follow when under pirate attack. The 

training will enable the coast guard to inform merchant vessels in the area about best practices and “possibly ensure enhanced coordi-

nation when dealing with piracy events off Djibouti”. The training session for the Djibouti Navy sailors focused mainly on the use of 

Mercury, a secure internet based communications system, which provides connectivity between EU NAVFOR and other military and 

civilian anti-piracy stakeholders.  

 

Eritrea 

Sudan Tribune reports that the Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization (RSADO), an exiled Eritrean opposition group based in Ethio-

pia, alleges that 300 Eritrean Afar refugees and military defectors are being held in a Yemeni prison and risk being returned to Eri-

trea. The refugees reportedly fled to Yemen due to political oppression and are being deprived of their rights. RSADO accuses the 

international community of ignoring the situation and urges them to intervene. The group also calls on Yemeni authorities to release 

the refugees and transfer them to a local refugee camp.  

 

Ethiopia 

Almost 2,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile state have arrived so far this month in Assosa, western Ethiopia, says the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The influx of people is creating a strain on current supplies and services that 

are provided. The Sudanese refugees arrive with “heavy luggage and livestock” to escape violence in their country. More refugees 

are expected to arrive to the region that already hosts 35,000 refugees, most of whom are Sudanese, and UNHCR is making prepara-

tions to receive the influx (see Northeast Africa, Sudan section).  

 

According to Bloomberg, about 4 million hectares of land will be made available for private investors in Ethiopia with the hope of 

expanding commercial farming. Ethiopia is already home to several large-scale commercial growers. Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 

denies accusations by human rights activists that the government is forcibly evicting citizens in western Ethiopia to make room for 

agribusiness investment.  

 

According to the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between Ethiopia and 

Norway which “covers all aspects of the close development cooperation” between the two countries. The MoU aims to improve the 

human rights situation and develop green technology to improve people’s livelihood in the Ethiopia.  

 

The World Economic Forum on Africa 2012 took place from 09 to 11 May in Addis Ababa. The conference, Shaping Transfor-

mation: Africa’s Rising Leaders, included sessions on energy, financial infrastructure, agriculture and health. The forum was attend-

ed by several hundred guests from dozens of countries. Some participants visited the Ethiopia Commodity Exchange (ECX), reports 

Walta Information and Public Relations Center (WIC). The Exchange, which opened in April 2008, has 450 members and 11,200 

clients.  

 

Somalia 

Somalia Report states that Puntland’s President Farole sent an official letter to several high level international officials from organi-

sations such as the African Union, European Union and the United Nations. In the letter, Farole expressed his concerns over Soma-

lia’s draft constitution, suggesting that it does not define the federal system of government, including the distribution of power. Fa-

role states that the draft is not suitable for “a fragmented, war-torn” Somalia and proposed an emergency meeting with the interna-

tional community to discuss his concerns. The Constituent Assembly is scheduled to adopt the draft constitution on 15 May. Drafting 

of a new constitution is part of the “Somalia End of Transition Roadmap”, which was agreed upon in September 2011, states Inte-

grated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). According to a press statement by the EU Council from 14 May, the EU is “concerned 

about delays in implementing key tasks of the Roadmap and Garowe commitments” and calls on the Somali leadership to address the 

issue. The EU will not endorse any further extension of the Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs). 

 

Shabelle Media Network (SMN) reports that a landmine exploded in Beledweyne, central Somalia, as an Ethiopian military convoy 

travelled through the town. The number of military casualties is unknown, but according to an eyewitness, an Ethiopian soldier killed 

two civilians following the landmine incident. “No group or individual has claimed the responsibility for the attack so far”. In other 

security news, two Puntland army officials were killed in the coastal city Bosaso on 10 May, reports SMN. The two victims were shot 

by masked men who were able to escape the scene.  
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India’s Ministry of External Affairs invited the President of Puntland State of Somalia, H.E. Abdirahman Mohamed Mohamud 

(Farole), to New Delhi, reports Garowe. Farole will meet with Indian officials to discuss “capacity building for government institu-

tions, counter-piracy cooperation skills and technology transfer, and trade and infrastructure development”.  

 

UN Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) for Humanitarian Affairs Catherine Bragg states that Somalia remains in a critical humani-

tarian situation with 2.5 million people in the greater Horn of Africa still in need of humanitarian assistance, according to United 

Nations News Centre. Ms Bragg urges the international community to “build on the fragile gains”, and focus on helping people re-

gain their livelihoods. ASG Bragg recently returned from a five-day visit to Kenya and Somalia.  

 

According to Somali Women & Family Affairs Minister Maryan Aweys Juma, many women had to leave their homes and flee to 

Internally Displaced Person (IDP) and refugee camps during the civil war, reports Press TV. Juma says Somali women have suf-

fered, bearing the brunt of the civil war, and were subject to violence, harassment and discrimination. Activists are hopeful that once 

the draft constitution is ratified, women will gain at least 30% of the seats in the Constituent Assembly, giving women a voice and 

ensuring they “will be part of the political process for the first time in almost two decades”. 

 

Piracy 

MT Smyrni, a Greek-owned, Liberian-flagged tanker and its 26 crewmembers were hijacked by ten armed pirates on 10 May in the 

Arabian Sea, reports gCaptain. This was the first successful hijacking of an oil tanker since February 2011. The Suezmax tanker is 

carrying 135,000 metric tonnes of crude oil worth USD 115 million. MT Smyrni, which was traveling from Turkey to Indonesia, 

was attacked while travelling at a top speed between 9—16 knots. With a low freeboard of 7.7 metres, the vessel was more vulnera-

ble to hijacking. “Although Liberian-flagged vessels are permitted to have armed guards, the MT Smyrni did not have a security 

team onboard when it was hijacked”. Reuters informs that a “pirate who identified himself as Ahmed” told Reuters the vessel is 

heading towards the Somalia coast, and is expected to reach Hurdiyo on Saturday. 

 

On 10 May, Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) adopted a resolution “to strengthen the EU naval protection force and 

finance efforts to tackle the causes of piracy”, also calling for special courts for pirates. The press release states that EU NAVFOR 

forces decreased from eight to only two or three vessels since the beginning of 2012. MEPs say they are aware that maritime piracy 

cannot be won by military means alone and the issue needs a comprehensive approach. Furthermore, the MEPs urged the High Rep-

resentatives, as well as member states, to address the issue of the 191 seafarers and seven vessels currently being held by pirates and 

provide a solution for their release. EU NAVFOR’s website lists nine vessels and four Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Air-

crafts (MPRAs) currently supporting Operation ATALANTA.  

 

EU NAVFOR reports that the Dutch frigate VAN AMSTEL boarding team disrupted a pirate mothership off the coast of Somalia. 

The fishing vessel had been captured by pirates 10-days prior and was used as a mothership to carry out attacks on merchant ships. 

The fishing dhow and its 17 Iranian crewmembers were freed.  

 

Bloomberg reports on an incident involving the maritime security provider Trident Group Inc., and its armed guards aboard the Avo-

cet traveling in the Indian Ocean on 25 March 2011. A short video shows the private armed security guards who were ordered to fire 

warning shots at an oncoming skiff with suspected pirates. Several dozens of rounds were fired at the oncoming skiff, likely killing 

some of the suspected pirates. The use of armed guards and force on high seas remain controversial.  

 

In related news, Seacurus Ltc., a London-based marine insurance broker, stated that employing armed guards on vessels transiting a 

high-risk area can reduce the kidnap and ransom insurance by 75%, reports Bloomberg. The coverage is currently held by about 

20% of all shipowners, according to company director Nick Maddalena. 

 

The NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) weekly piracy update during the reporting period 03-09 May informs that there was one suspi-

cious approach in the High Risk Area (HRA). Allied Command Operations (ACO) reports that NATO’s flagship, the Turkish war-

ship TCG GIRESUN, disrupted a pirate action group on a Yemeni type dhow. The GIRESUN’s boarding team boarded the mother-

ship and found 14 suspected pirates, weapons and ammunition as well as seven Yemeni hostages. The dhow was given back to the 

crewmembers. No information was provided about the whereabouts of the pirates. In further NATO-related news, ACO states that 

the Dutch air defence and command frigate HNLMS EVERTSEN has departed Den Helder and will start its support to NATO’s 

Operation Ocean Shield (OOS) in June. The frigate will also serve as the flagship of the Standing NATO Maritime Group 1 

(SNMG1).  
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Algeria 

Al Arabiya reports that the ruling National Liberation Front (FLN) secured 220 of 462 seats, the most seats of any political party, in 

the 10 May elections. Algeria’s Interior Minister Daho Ould Kablia, who announced the results, indicated that the second and third 

largest number of seats went to the National Democratic Rally (68) and moderate Islamist Green Algeria Alliance (48) respectively. 

However, members of the Green Algeria Alliance have called the elections fraudulent and vowed to hold President Bouteflika ac-

countable. Voter turnout was 42.9%, much higher than the low turnout of 35% in 2007. In a joint statement from the European Un-

ion High Representative Catherine Ashton and Commissioner Stefan Füle, the Algerian elections were called “peaceful and orderly” 

with positive developments. A full report on the findings of the European election observer mission in Algeria is forthcoming and 

will highlight areas for improvement.       
 

Meanwhile, leader of the Front for Justice and Development (FJD), Abdallah Djaballah, spoke to Agence France-Presse (AFP) and 

called the recent elections fraudulent. He says the “Tunisian option is all that’s left”, referring to the 2011 ousting of Tunisian lead-

ers. Further, Djaballah says that a grouping of smaller parties may withdraw from parliament in protest over the election results. 

However, analysts say the Algerian election results show that Algerians want stability in the country and fear a return to violence 

that ensued after the 1992 elections in which Islamism was seen as a vehicle for change, reports Magharebia. The Muslim Brother-

hood affiliated Movement of Society for Peace (MSP) is also distrusted as it is part of the current government but also ran as part of 

the Green Alliance.   
 

Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) posted a list of 58 operations it claims to have carried out in Algeria during the past four 

months, reports Associated Press (AP). The operations were concentrated in the mountainous Kabyle region, 50 miles east of Al-

giers, and included bombings and the ambush of police and soldiers. In other security news, on 09 May the Movement for Oneness 

and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO) warned Algerian officials that if their demands are not met in 30 days the lives of hostages are at 

risk, says AFP. The group abducted Algerian consular officials in Gao, Mali on 05 April. They have since demanded the release of 

militant prisoners and a ransom of USD 19.5 million.   
 

Libya 

Two hundred armed men stormed the office of Libyan Prime Minister Abdurrahim el-Keeb on 08 May, killing one security guard 

and injuring three others, reports BBC. The attackers, from the town of Yafran, had gathered outside the offices to demonstrate over 

their grievances regarding the suspension of the reward money for former rebels. Spokesman Nasser el-Manee addressed the media 

and said reimbursement programmes were not cancelled but they were reviewing procedures to protect government funds from cor-

ruption, says the Telegraph. 
 

Libya’s election for the constituent assembly is scheduled for 19 June and the High National Electoral Commission has announced 

the extension of voter registration until 21 May, according to Reuters. An estimated 1.5 million people, or roughly 44% of eligible 

voters, are currently registered; however, calls for boycotts by activists prompted the commission to extend the deadline to allow for 

greater participation. BBC reports that there is a need for massive electoral education among Libyans ahead of the elections. Many 

people are unfamiliar with the electoral process citing only some knowledge from movies and TV. There are concerns by members 

of the academic community in Tripoli that more time is needed for voter education and some suggest security remains an obstacle to 

the elections. In other election news, AFP reports that a newly registered electoral candidate, Khaled Abu Saleh, was assassinated by 

a convoy of armed men in southern Libya who followed him from the electoral commission’s office. The article suggests that contin-

ued violence in Libya calls into question the ability of the National Transitional Council (NTC) to hold free and fair elections.   
 

Reuters reports that Libyan Foreign Minister Ashour bin Khayyal warned Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Terzi that illegal immigra-

tion out of Libya may be on the rise with the deterioration of security in southern Libya and the Sahel region. Terzi urged the Libyan 

government to address these security concerns and prevent the destabilisation of the country. Additionally, Italy will increase its co-

operation on border security and is seeking funding from the European Union in that endeavour. The United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Libya told Inter Press Service (IPS) that people arriving to Libya who originate from West African 

countries typically travel through Chad and Niger to Sabha, while those originating from the Horn of Africa region travel through 

Sudan to Kufra. These migrants then attempt to reach Tripoli or Benghazi on their journey to the Mediterranean Sea, often facilitated 

by human smuggling rings. Meanwhile, Egyptian officials say that a convoy of migrants seeking to cross illegally from Egypt into 

Libya drove into a minefield near the border, killing two people and injuring 29 others, the majority of whom are Egyptian, reports 

Reuters. Elsewhere, in the fourth boat to reach Malta in 2012, 90 Somali asylum seekers arrived from Libya and say that seven fel-

low migrants died on the week-long journey. UNHCR estimates that 81 people have died “attempting to reach Europe from Libya” 

so far this year.    
 

After the fall of the Moammar Gaddafi regime, many people are seeking to reclaim land and businesses expropriated by the former 

government’s redistribution plan initiated in the 1970s, according to New York Times. Decades later, Libyans who lost their land and 
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possessions are taking matters into their own hands to reclaim property, sometimes threatening or using force. The transitional gov-

ernment is urging citizens to wait for the start of an official compensation and relocation programme. The situation is complicated 

by a lack of original documentation by former owners of their property and falsified documents now surfacing.      
 

According to a new report released by Human Rights Watch (HRW), NATO has not fully investigated the deaths of 72 civilians 

from air strikes it conducted in 2011. This new research details eight air strikes HRW says shows an absence of a military target. 

Affected communities are still looking for answers and HRW urges NATO to move quickly to conduct its own investigations to 

acknowledge the civilian casualties and provide compensation. 
 

Libya Herald reports that following the capture of the Lutfallah II, a ship discovered to be carrying arms for the Syrian opposition 

group, an unnamed Libyan man has been accused of international arms smuggling by a military court in Lebanon. In other news, 

Russia’s outgoing president, Dmitry Medvedev lifted an embargo on arm supplies to Libya, according to ZeeNews. The embargo 

had been implemented in March 2011 when Libya was facing civil war, which brought down the Moammar Gaddafi regime.    
 

Mali 

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) warns it may re-impose targeted sanctions on Mali as it says the 

military junta is seeking to “disrupt the political transition”, reports AP. Coup leader Captain Amadou Sanogo told reporters the 

junta will organise a national convention to determine the new president of the country after the end of the agreed interim govern-

ment period on 22 May. The interim government was given 40 days to hold presidential elections, but this timeframe was found 

unattainable by the interim government, ECOWAS and the junta. Voice of America (VOA) reports that as the Malian interim govern-

ment seeks to re-establish constitutional rule, the pre-coup political and socio-economic situation should be evaluated. According to 

the article, Mali was previously praised by the West as a model democracy in West Africa but in reality it may have suffered from 

corruption and a lack of good governance.   
 

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) latest situation report there are at 

least 146,900 displaced persons in Mali and an additional 190,000 Malian refugees in Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Niger and Algeria. 

Humanitarian organisations continue to be limited in their ability to provide assistance to communities in northern Mali due to secu-

rity concerns. In other news, AP reports that Islamic militant group Ansar Dine has allowed school classes to resume. However, they 

have altered the course curriculum and now require boys and girls to attend school at separate times. Some subjects are now banned 

including philosophy, portions of biology and evolution.   
 

Mauritania 

Mauritanian border police say they apprehended two Malians suspected of plotting a bomb attack on the anniversary of Osama Bin 

Laden’s death, according to Magharebia. The police reportedly found weapons, explosives, electronic devices and maps. AQIM 

says the men were not members of their group, although AQIM is known to threaten journalists to keep them from reporting on ar-

rests of AQIM members.  
 

Nigeria 

AFP reports that on 11 May, Nigerian security forces conducted a raid on militant Islamist group Boko Haram’s base located in the 

northern Nigerian city Kano. Top Boko Haram member Suleiman Mohammed, his wife and five children were taken by security 

forces. Mohammed is thought to be in charge of the group’s operations in Kano. In related news, a joint police and military investi-

gation in Nigeria has revealed a relationship between Boko Haram and an unnamed Algerian terrorist group, says Premium Times. 

The report suggest the Algerian group transferred NGN 40 million (USD 253,000) as a first instalment of a larger plan of coopera-

tion. Boko Haram reportedly receives funding and training from the group in return for the kidnapping of Westerners.    
 

The Nigerian Red Cross says that four villages in Adamawa state, close to the Cameroon border, have come under attack from 100 

armed men. The organisation says that at least 12 people were killed and 48 wounded but that numbers were not able to be con-

firmed due to the inability to reach affected communities. 
 

Tunisia 

Tunisian interim Prime Minister Hamadi Jebali presented his 2012 budget and planning to the Constituent Assembly following his 

first 100 days in office, according to Magharebia. Jebali outlined five priorities: to address poverty, support industry, generate em-

ployment, reduce the cost of living and control rising prices of commodities. To meet these priorities, TND 6.4 billion (USD 4.1 

billion) will be invested in meeting development needs of provinces and a further TND 511 million (USD 327 million) will be allo-

cated for job creation. In other news, the Tunisian News Agency reports that Tunisia’s new constitution will be drafted by 23 Octo-

ber this year. The interim government will also establish a temporary judicial authority, election body and audio-visual communica-

tion division by June 2012. Meanwhile, the Tunisian government has granted a licence to the new conservative Salafist Islamist 

party Islah (Reform) Front to participate in 2013 parliamentary elections, reports Al Arabiya. Salafists had previously denounced 

parliamentary participation in what they deemed a “Western” institution, but with the rise of the moderate Islamist group Ennahda, 

there has been a shift in political attitudes.      
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Egypt 

The Associated Press (AP) reports that Saudi Arabia signed a series of deals with Egypt totalling over USD 1.5 billion on 10 May. 

USD 1 billion of the funds will be deposited in Egypt’s central bank to help stabilise Egypt’s struggling economy. Additionally, 

Saudi Arabia will export USD 250 million worth of butane gas – a fuel used for cooking – to help compensate for the on-going 

shortages within Egypt. According to Reuters, the financial assistance from Saudi Arabia could help Egypt secure a USD 3.2 billion 

International Monetary Loan (IMF); the IMF had made the loan conditional on Egypt’s ability to line up additional financial re-

sources from international donors. In other economic news, a draft budget has been submitted that would increase government 

spending by 15% beginning 01 July 2012, reports Reuters. The budget must be approved by the army-appointed cabinet and then 

forwarded to the newly-elected parliament, where it is expected to cause debate. Al Masry al Youm reports that the proposed budget 

would create a significant budget deficit for fiscal year 2012 to 2013. Hassan Ouda, a budget expert and professor at the German 

University in Cairo, estimates that interest and loan payments account for 60% of the Egyptian budget.  

 

In a statement issued on 09 May, the ruling Supreme Council of the Armed Forc-

es (SCAF) reiterated its commitment to “hold the presidential election on the date 

previously determined”, reports al Masry al Youm. SCAF also denounced claims 

that it would rig the elections. On 10 May, Egypt held the Arab world’s first tele-

vised presidential debate, reports the New York Times. The opponents in the de-

bate were leading presidential contenders Abdel Moneim Aboul Fotouh, a former 

leader of the Muslim Brotherhood running as a liberal Islamist, and Amr Moussa, 

the former Arab League Secretary-General who is campaigning as an alternative 

to Islamist rule. Though the candidates disagreed on various points, both agreed 

that the country’s 1979 peace treaty with Israel had to be revised though not an-

nulled, reports AFP. According to al Masry al Youm, Leftists and revolutionary 

forces have failed to choose a single candidate that would represent them. Negoti-

ations to choose a candidate started in April with the aim to form a unified group 

that promoted the goals of building a civil and modern state that prioritises law 

and equality among citizens. According to Reuters, the first round of voting in 

Egypt will begin on 23 and 24 May; however, citizens living abroad began voting 

on 11 May. Though six to eight million Egyptians live abroad, fewer than one million have registered to vote. 

 

On 09 May, female protestors and rights groups accused Egyptian troops and prison authorities of sexual assault during the most 

recent crackdown on demonstrations that occurred on the weekend of 05 May, reports AP. One woman reported that soldiers had 

insulted, groped, smacked and spit at her and other female detainees. She said that male detainees were also threatened with sexual 

assault. Bikya Masr reports that a number of Egyptian human rights groups have submitted a communication to the Attorney Gen-

eral Abdel Meguid Mahmoud to investigate claims that the Muslim Brotherhood’s political arm, the Freedom and Justice Party 

(FJP), promoted female circumcision (otherwise known as female genital mutilation) in the Minya governorate. The procedure and 

doctors who advocate the practice to young girls are criminalised in Egypt. 

 

Egyptian state news source MENA reported that Egyptian security forces seized 40 surface-to-air missiles, mortars and heavy ammu-

nition from smugglers moving along the northern coastal highway from Libya. The smugglers were from the Sinai Peninsula and 

confessed to bringing the weapons into Egypt with the intention of selling them to arms dealers.   

 

South Sudan 

A rebel militia of 215 men under the command of Major General John Dueth Yiech and Brigadier General James Duoth Lam have 

abandoned their struggle against Juba and are now part of the South Sudan army (SPLA), reports the Sudan Tribune. It is assumed 

the group made the decision in response to the offer of amnesty made by South Sudanese President Salva Kiir. The SPLA’s spokes-

person, Philip Aguer, said members of the militia indicated that Khartoum had sent the group to attack the Kadar oil field in South 

Sudan, but instead the group decided to join the SPLA.  

 

The BBC reports that the first planeload of 15,000 South Sudanese stranded in Kosti town in Sudanese White Nile state arrived in 

Juba on 14 May. Citing security concerns, Sudan refused to allow those stranded to travel by barge; thereby, forcing them to travel 

300 km (190 miles) north by bus over the weekend. The returnees will stay at a special camp that has been established near Juba, 

before being relocated to their areas of origin. Some of those “going home” have never previously been to South Sudan. The Interna-
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Abdel Moneim Aboul Fotouh, left, and Amr Moussa 
during the presidential debate in Cairo.  
 

Source: Roger Anis/Agence France-Presse -Getty Images 
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tional Organization Migration (IOM) has appealed for more funding in order to assist with airlifting the returnees. 

 

According to Bloomberg, South Sudanese Deputy Finance Minister Marial Awou Yol said that the country is negotiating loans in 

order to boost the value of its currency as foreign exchange reserves decline following the halting of oil production earlier this year. 

Thus far, South Sudan has secured a USD 100 million line of credit from Qatar National Bank and a USD 500 million loan from an 

unidentified provider. Other loans are being sought from countries such as China with South Sudanese oil possibly being used as 

collateral in order to secure the loans. Yol has dismissed fears of an economic collapse; however, the World Bank has stated that it 

is “deeply concerned with the economic and development impact of the unresolved oil issues” between South Sudan and Sudan.  

 

Sudan  

The Sudan Tribune reports that the Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), a coalition of Sudanese rebels from Darfur and the Sudan 

People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N), said on 10 May that it wants an “inclusive settlement” for the conflicts in Darfur, 

South Kordofan and Blue Nile states and that talks could not deal with each state separately. President Bashir has stated that he 

would not negotiate with the SPLM-N. The African Union, with backing by the UN Security Council, proposed a road map that 

suggests talks take place between SPLM-N and Khartoum based on a framework agreement both sides signed in June 2011. 

 

The head of the SPLM-N, Malik Agar, told BBC that Sudan is blocking aid to rebel-controlled areas in Blue Nile state and that 

200,000 people are in dire need of assistance. Agar stated that “the situation is catastrophic and the vulnerable, the elderly, pregnant 

women and children, are dying on a daily basis”. The approaching rainy season is expected to make the situation worse. PANA re-

ports that the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) signed an agreement with the Japanese International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) worth USD 1.45 million in order to implement “quick-impact agriculture and livelihood projects” for 25,000 house-

holds in South Kordofan and 12,000 households in Blue Nile state. The programme would be implemented this month in areas not 

affected by the violence. UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesperson Andrej Mahecic said at a press briefing on 

11 May that an average of 550 refugees per day are arriving from the Nuba Mountains in Sudan to the Yida settlement in South 

Sudan’s Unity state. This puts the border settlement’s population at nearly 30,000 refugees. The UNHCR has also confirmed the 

presence of 70,000 refugees from Blue Nile state who have crossed into South Sudan’s Upper Nile state. 

 

Susan Manuel, spokesperson for African Union and UN Peacekeepers (UNAMID) reported that “the Khartoum government has 

asked us not to fly directly between el Fasher (Darfur) and Entebbe (Uganda). They’ve asked us to reroute our aircraft to go 

through Khartoum”. The request by Khartoum comes as relations between Sudan and Uganda appeared to deteriorate over 

Uganda’s support of South Sudan. Sudan denies that the decision was related to politics. According to AP reports, Ugandan offi-

cials have stated that allegations by Sudan that Uganda is supporting anti-Sudan rebels are unfounded and a tactic being used to 

divert attention from Uganda’s claim that Sudan is sheltering the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) leader, Joseph Kony. Sudan de-

nies supporting or hiding Kony; however, according to AFP, a top UN envoy has reported that Kony may now be in Darfur. A mul-

ti-national force has been pursuing Kony in the Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan and Ugan-

da. 

 

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has called on Sudanese security services to immediately release Sudanese journalist 

Faisal Mohamed Saleh. Saleh was arrested on 08 May at his home and was taken to an undisclosed location. Saleh has been a fre-

quent critic of Sudan’s human rights and press freedom record. In other news, after four months in detention by Sudan’s intelli-

gence service, the case of detained opposition leader, Hassan al Turabi, and fellow Popular Congress Party (PCP) member Ibrahim 

al Sonosi was referred to the police for investigation, reports AFP. PCP human rights secretary and lawyer, Hassan Abdulla al Hus-

sein reported that an investigator told him that the two party members were accused of “destroying the constitutional system of the 

state, creating war against the state and creating war against the Sudanese Armed Forces”. According to the Sudan Tribune, in past 

allegations, Sudanese officials accused Turabi of supporting the Darfur Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) and coordinating 

with the newly-formed SRF. In a recent interview with Reuters, Turabi announced that “hatred for the regime is intensifying now in 

the country” and that “the economic crisis has intensified and this is very dangerous”.  
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Governance 

Amid widespread violence, the Syrian government pushed forward with its plans for parliamentary elections on 07 May, according 

to al Arabiya. The elections were held despite previous calls by the opposition to boycott elections, and opposition leaders called the 

elections a “charade”, reports the Guardian. A day after elections, United Nations Special Envoy to Syria Kofi Annan gave a 

“sobering” assessment of the current situation in Syria indicating that torture was worsening within the country and that the govern-

ment appeared to be using heavy weapons against civilians. Annan warned that Syria could descend into civil war, according to the 

Associated Press (AP). Despite his assessment of the situation on the ground, UN nations remain committed to Annan’s six point 

peace plan and still intend to deploy 300 ceasefire monitors to Syria by the end of May.  
 

US Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice told Reuters on 10 May that it is too early to call the Annan Peace Plan a failure. 

Earlier in the week, Rice told the UN Security Council that the Syrian government had not yet complied with any of the stipulations 

outlined in Annan’s six-point plan. However, Rice stated, “I don’t think it’s time yet to say that the [UN truce monitoring] mission 

and the Annan initiative has failed,” implying that the peace plan could end the violence and begin a transition to a government with-

out Assad if fully implemented. The European Union (EU) indicated on 14 May that they will continue supporting the UN Envoy to 

Syria and indicated that the plan was “not dead”, reports Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA). Despite the ceasefire, EU Foreign Poli-

cy Chief Catherine Ashton announced that EU Foreign Ministers had agreed to impose further sanctions on Syria, according to Unit-

ed Press International (UPI). These include an asset freeze and visa ban on two companies and three individuals thought to be 

providing assistance to the Assad regime. 
 

Syrian National Council (SNC) leadership indicated that it would not join Arab League-sponsored talks scheduled for 16 and 17 

May in Cairo Egypt, according to Reuters, due to the fact that the Arab League has not recognised the SNC as the legitimate body 

that speaks for the Syrian opposition. Invitations to participate in the Arab League meeting were issued to individual SNC members 

and not to the council in its entirety. Political infighting has prevented the SNC from gaining international recognition as the legiti-

mate representative of the opposition in Syria. Reuters notes that there may be a restructuring of the SNC forthcoming in an effort to 

garner broader international support. 
 

According to a senior Israeli military official, Israel is closely monitoring the unrest in Syria over concerns that a collapse of al As-

sad’s regime could see the strategic Golan Heights fall to “groups like al Qaeda”, reports AFP.  
 

Protests 

Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that “tens of thousands” of protesters ignored Syrian Regime gunfire and took to the streets on 

11 May in protest of recent bombings. Eleven people were killed across Syria in areas such as Hama and southren Daraa. Amidst the 

fighting, an 11-year-old was killed by Syrian forces. In Aleppo, Reuters reports that activist video footage shows hundreds of pro-

testers on 11 May marching and chanting “peaceful, peaceful” before scattering at the sound of gunfire. Later, the Syrian Observato-

ry for Human Rights reported that one protester was killed in Aleppo.  
 

Lebanon’s Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah told AFP in a separate report, that Syria was at a crossroads and the country would 

either descend into the abyss like Iraq or would move towards reform within the country. Nasrallah accused countries such as the 

United States, Israel and some Arab states of “stoking” terrorism in Syria. Hezbollah has expressed its continued support for the As-

sad regime and is considered to be Iran’s proxy in Lebanon. 
 

Security 

A twin suicide car bomb attack outside a military intelligence building killed 55 people and injured 372 others on 10 May, reports 

AP. According to another AP article, the blasts showed an alarming “ruthlessness” as the bomb was detonated during rush hour with 

a second, larger blast shortly following to maximize casualties. A Syrian expert, Bilal Y. Saab from the Monterey Institute of Inter-

national Studies, suggests the violence in Syria is trending toward “another Iraq”and noted that the Damascus bombings had the hall-

marks of al Qaeda. US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta stated on 10 May that “[w]e do have intelligence that indicates there is an al 

Qaeda presence in Syria, but frankly we don’t have very good intelligence as to just exactly what their activities are”. The National 

reports that a little known militant group called al Nursa Front claimed responsibility for the dual bombings in response to “the brutal 

suppression of protesters” by the Assad regime. According to the article, Al Nursa Front has claimed responsibility for other recent 

attacks including a bombing earlier this month in Damascus. Intelligence officers say the most recent bombings fuel speculation that 

radical Islamists have gained influence in the ongoing conflict and some believe that al Nursa could be a front for an al Qaeda branch 

operating in Iraq. 
 

Daily Star reports that, on 09 May, a roadside bomb narrowly missed injuring the leader of the UN observer team that had just 

passed the location where the explosion occurred. The event injured several Syrian soldiers and underscored the fragility of the inter-

national ceasefire. According to the article, there are 70 UN observers in Syria presently with more than 100 observers scheduled to 
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be in place in the next several days.  
 

Reuters reports that Syrian forces foiled an attempted suicide car bombing in Aleppo on 11 May. The car was packed with 1,200 kg 

of explosives. The would-be bomber was killed in the al Shaar district of Aleppo where an increase in street protests have been wit-

nessed. Also in Aleppo, a violent explosion targeted the Ba’ath party headquarters on the evening of 11 May, according to AGI. 
 

On 12 May, eight more people were killed even as the presence of UN observers had increased to almost half of its planned 

strength, according to al Jazeera. A man and woman were killed in Idlib province as fighting between rebles and security forces 

broke out. Another person was killed in pre-dawn shelling of the village of Mork in central Hama province and a forth person was 

killed by sniper fire in Deir Ezzor. Also, four soldiers were killed in clashes with armed rebels in Hantuten village, Idlib province. 
 

AP reports that Syrian forces raided the village of al Tamana, an impoversished and predominately Sunni farming village on 13 

May, killing at least five people. During the raid, security forces burned homes and looted stores in what many see as a sign of dete-

riorating relations between religious groups. AP incidates the raid began late in the evening of 12 May and continued into the early 

hours of 13 May. One villager noted that relations among the differing religions were good before the [Syrian] uprising, but had 

worsened, as some Sunni villages have supported the anti-Assad uprising. 
 

Opposition forces killed 23 Syrian soldiers in Rastan during pre-dawn clashes on 14 May, according to Reuters. Attacks on Syrian 

soldiers were in response to the killing of nine anti-Assad people in the town. Rastan has “slipped in and out” of government control 

throughout the 14-month-old uprising. A member of the Free Syrian Army in Rastan told Reuters that “shells and rockets have been 

hitting the town since three a.m. at a rate of one a minute. Rastan has been destroyed”. In total, AFP reports that 33 people were 

killed in violence across Syria on 14 May. 
 

Lebanon 

Recent clashes between Lebanese Alawites and Sunni Muslims are said to be a response to the recent arrest of Sunni cleric Shadi al 

Moulawi, who was arrested for his alleged involvement with an unnamed terrorist organisation, according to Reuters. However, 

Islamists maintain Moulawi was working with Syrian refugees who have fled Syria for Lebanon. There is speculation that opposi-

tion supporters such as Moulawi are using their refugee work along the Syrian Lebanese border to smuggle weapons and supplies to 

the opposition.  
 

Sectarian violence linked to the unrest in Syria coupled with the arrest of Shadi al Moulawi spilled over into the northern Lebanese 

city of Tripoli on 13 May, according to the AP. One soldier and two civilians were killed in street fighting. According to reports, 

gunfire broke out between residents from a predominately Sunni neighbourhood in Tripoli, who “hate” Syrian President Assad, and 

the Alawite sect, who are Assad backers. Reuters reports that medical sources indicated two men were killed with at least 20 more 

civilians injured in the fighting. Machine guns and rocket propelled grenades were used in the clashes.  

  

Humanitarian Affairs 

According to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), fighting in parts of Syria is beginning to resemble “guerilla 

war”. Jakob Kellenberger, president of the ICRC, reported that in the central city of Homs and in Idlib, fighting has shifted and is 

now considered “noninternational armed conflicts”. Lebanon’s Daily Star indicates that the number of civilians aided by the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is rapidly increasing. Each week, the UNHCR increases the numbers of civilians it is 

assisting by 2,000 in relation to the Syrian crisis. Currently, the UNCHR reports it is assisting 26,000 displaced Syrians in the coun-

try. 
 

AFP reports that Syria has declined to submit a report on torture within the country to the United Nations. Joao Nataf, committee 

chair for the UN Committee Against Torture, indicated that it was not certain if Syria would actually attend a meeting with the com-

mittee scheduled for 15 May to discuss the current situation in Syria. However, if Syria attended the meeting, they would not be 

submitting a report. 
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(continued on page 1) 

South Sudanese forces responded with anti-aircraft fire and re-

ported that a Sudanese MiG-29 jet fighter was brought down dur-

ing the fighting.  After further fighting, South Sudanese troops 

seized Sudan’s Heglig oilfield from the Sudanese Armed Forces 

(SAF) on 10 April and, according to the Sudan Tribune, South 

Sudan’s government shut down oil production in Heglig. On 15 

April, Unity state’s information minister Gideon Gatpan reported 

that bombing raids killed 10 civilians and wounded 14 more. The 

UN mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) confirmed that two 

bombs fell inside their camp but believe that it was unlikely that 

the UN was being specifically targeted. On the morning of 23 

April, the SAF conducted an air raid on the Unity state capital of 

Bentiu and neighbouring Rubkotna town. Reports indicate that 

the bombs targeted a river bridge. One small boy was confirmed 

dead, with unconfirmed reports of three more civilian deaths. 

Thousands of residents have also fled the area because of fighting 

(see Sudan section in Northeast Africa, page 7). Following visits 

to South Sudan in May, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Navi Pillay said that Khartoum has carried out “indiscriminate bombing without consideration that civilians are living there” and 

that she was “saddened and outraged” by the bombings.  
 

Fighting continued throughout April and into early May. Al Jazeera reports that an Agence France-Presse (AFP) news agency cor-

respondent said he saw “piles of corpses” clad in South Sudanese military uniforms scattered beneath trees. A South Sudanese sol-

dier in Unity state said that there were many bodies on the front line and that it was “impossible to bury them or bring them back”. 

General Kamal Abdul Maarouf, a Sudanese army commander, reported that 1,200 South Sudanese troops had died, a figure South 

Sudan has denied. South Sudan’s army has instead said that 19 of their soldiers were killed and 240 Sudanese troops had died. South 

Sudan’s army reported on 22 April that it had removed its troops from the Heglig oil field it had seized on 10 April. Officials stated 

that South Sudan withdrew in order to avert a return to all-out war with Sudan.  
 

On 02 May, the UN Security Council (UNSC) unanimously backed a US-drafted resolution calling on Sudan and South Sudan to 

unconditionally withdraw troops to their own territories and immediately halt the current violence. Additionally, the resolution 

called on both sides to return to negotiations within two weeks and reach an agreement within three months on outstanding issues. 

According to the resolution, if either side fails to abide by the terms, “additional measures” could be taken which could include 

sanctions. A number of opposition parties in Sudan have called on the government to accept the resolution; however, there are those 

within the Sudanese government who oppose the plan. Though the government has agreed to return to the negotiating table, Sudan 

has insisted on retaining the right to self-defence. South Sudan has also maintained that its actions in the Heglig region were for self-

defence, with South Sudanese President Salva Kiir earlier stating that South Sudan would only leave Heglig if a “clear mechanism 

and guarantee” are in place that would ensure Sudan could not use the area to attack South Sudan, reports VOA. African Union (AU) 

mediator Thabo Mbeki has warned the UN that hardliners in both of the Sudans are gaining more control and affecting the negotia-

tion process and that both sides are locked in a “logic of war”. 
 

The day after the UNSC resolution passed, South Sudan and Sudan began accusing each other of breaching the resolution. Al 

Jazeera reports that a South Sudanese military spokesman, Kella Dual Kueth, said Sudan had bombed and shelled South Sudan on 

07 and 08 May in the states of Upper Nile, Unity and Northern Bahr el-Ghazal. Khartoum has denied these claims.  The UN Interim 

Security Force for Abeyi reported that South Sudan withdrew its police force from the Abeyi region on 11 May, five days before the 

UNSC 16 May deadline for both sides to remove their forces from the broader Heglig and Abeyi region. Sudan’s foreign ministry 

stated on 13 May that Sudan would only remove its several hundred troops from Abeyi after a joint administrative body for Abeyi is 

established. Deputy Chairman of the advisory committee for Abyei, Luka Biong, told Radio Dabanga that local residents have ex-

pressed concern over the potential power vacuum that will occur with the withdrawal of the police force.  
 

Sudanese officials allege South Sudanese who occupied the disputed border region between Sudan and South Sudan intentionally 

damaged the Sudanese pipeline that connects Heglig’s oilfields to Port Sudan. South Sudan’s army counters the accusation and stat-

ed that Sudan had bombed the Heglig area “indiscriminately” which resulted in the damage to the pipeline. According to the Satel-

lite Sentinel Project (SSP), a Harvard University humanitarian initiative, the SSP found evidence of destruction of key oil pipeline 

infrastructure in Heglig. SSP could not determine when the damage to the pipeline occurred or identify the party that damaged the 

fields. Sudan reported on 02 May that the Heglig oil field had been repaired and was pumping oil, though it could take months to 

return to full production.  
 

Angelia Sanders is a Desk Officer at the CFC. She holds a Masters in Public Health and a MA in International Relations. Her work experiences include the Peace 

Corps in Kenya and three years in South Sudan working for the Carter Center. 
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