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Nepal: Updates on the Flooding in Seti River 
Situation Report-04 

10 May 2012 

This report has been prepared by OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit with direct field observation of the UN team, 
information from District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC), Security Forces, Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) and other 
humanitarian agencies involved in response activities. This will be the final report from OCHA HSU in Seti River 
Flooding. Please contact Mr. Andrew Martin (martin14@un.org) or Mr. Yadav KC (kcy@un.org) for further information. 

I. Background: 
A landslide near Machhapuchhre Mountain in Kaski district triggered a catastrophic flash flood in Seti 
River, sweeping settlements and breaching the river banks downstream on 05 May 2012 at around 0930 
hrs. Kharapani settlement (also known as Tatopani) in Sardikhola Village Development Committee 
(VDC) and Sadal village in Machhapuchhre VDC are worst hit by 
the powerful outburst. Total of 26 bodies have been recovered and 
51 persons have reportedly been missing as of 10 May 2012. Out of 
26 bodies 18 have been identified and handed over to their 
families and relatives. Five persons who were injured during the 
incident are now under treatment in hospitals in Pokhara. A total 
five children were orphaned due the incident.  Most of the 
deceased are pilgrims, people picnicking, locals, tourists and 
laborers working on sand/stone quarry in the river bank. The 
worst hit area of Kharapani/Tatopani is some 40 km north from 
Pokhara valley and Sadal village is further two and half hours 
walking distance from there.   

 
II. Situation Overview: 
Total of 20 houses, two temples, one community building have been completely swept away by the 
flooding.  A half kilometer of the road section, three suspension bridges, water supply system to the 
Pokhara valley (which supplies around 60 percent of water supply in the valley) and electric poles have 
been damaged. It was observed that another water supply system which supplies around 20 percent of 
water for the valley is also partially damaged by the flooding. If this system collapses, there will be 
shortage of water supply by 80 percent in Pokhara city. The flood affected families in the major two sites 
in Kaski district are comparatively less than non local residents especially visitors, pilgrims, students 
having picnic, labors etc. District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC) and Nepal Red Cross Society 
(NRCS) have already provided the immediate cash and NFI support to the flood affected families and the 
families of the deceased.  
 
The DDRC is taking the lead on all rescue/relief and recovery of 
dead body initiatives in the district. The security forces (Nepal 
Army, Nepal Police and Armed Police Force) are coordinating well 
and effectively fulfilling their SAR functions. All other 
humanitarian partners are coordinating with the DDRC with 
support from UNOCHA and UNFCO. 
  
A team led by the DDRC went to the affected area on 09 May 2012 
and completed a rapid assessment as well as damage assessment. 
Representatives of government Agencies (District Administration Office, District Development 
Committee, District Education Office, Nepal Army, Nepal 
Police, Armed Police Force, District Livestock Office, District 
Technical Office), Nepal Red Cross Society, UN Agencies 
(OCHA, UN  Field Coordination Office, UNICEF, WFP, WHO) 
and OXFAM participated in the assessment.  
 
The damage assessment team submitted its report to the chair 
of the DDRC on 09 May 2012. According to the preliminary 
damage assessment report, total estimated NRs 49,628,000 
worth of property has been lost due to this incident. The DDRC 
is studying the report and is going to hold a DDRC meeting 
soon to discuss the report.  

Security Forces Excavating the Buried Sites in Kharapani 

One of the Water Supply Systems to the Pokhara Valley 

Local people crossing a temporary bridge after the suspension bridge was swept away 
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Response Activities: 

• Security forces (Nepal Army, Nepal Police, Armed Police Force), in coordination with other 
partners are heavily involved in searching for missing people using excavators and other heavy 
equipments along the Seti river banks, total five excavators have been mobilized to search for dead 
bodies; 

• Two teams were mobilized on 08 May 2012 to have a damage assessment and rapid assessment of 
the worst hit area which was led by the DDRC and supported by the UN Agencies and other 
humanitarian partners; 

• DDRC and NRCS district chapter provided cash support, non-food items (NFI) and food items to 
the affected population; 

 
III. Major Issues and Challenges: 
After the joint assessment, it can be concluded that there are no major humanitarian concerns in the 
flood effected area itself which requires outside support. The DDRC and NRCS are managing it locally; 
however, 

• There is still difficulty identifying some of the dead bodies; preserving them and estimating the 
exact number of missing;    

• PEOPLE IN POKHARA CITY MAY USE UNPROTECTED WATER SOURCES BECAUSE OF 
LIMITED SUPPLY OF SAFE WATER IN THE CITY BUT THERE MAY BE A REQUEST FROM 
THE DDRC FOR REPAIR OF WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM; 

• There may be a major public health issue because of scarce water supply in the city, the British 
Ambassador has committed to provide 400,00 liters of potable water per day to Pokhara residents 
to assist through the British Gurkha Welfare Office; 

• Some people have lost their personal documents like citizenship certificate and land ownership 
documents during the incident; 

• Students of both sides of the Seti River who are unable to attend school because of the bridge 
damage; 

• Some families of the missing have already started the last rituals without recovering the bodies and 
are asking for relief from the government, which has some legal implication; 

• Families who have lost their relatives may need some psychosocial support because of the trauma; 

• The question of care for those children who lost their parents during the incident. 
 

 


