
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
Start of the rains in Somalia       Photo:  Órla Fagan/OCHA 
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Gu rains arrive in Somalia 
Rains benefit farmers 

The much-awaited Gu (long) rains began in Banadir region, Lower and Middle Juba and 
parts of Bay and Gedo on 14 April 2012.  

The failure of last year’s main rains caused severe hardship for millions of people, leading 
to famine in six regions of Somalia.  Many thousands died as a result, and millions were 
left food insecure. The crop from the Deyr (short) rains provided food for the first few 
months of 2012 but it is the Gu rains that provide Somalia with its main harvest.   

Many farmers have lands prepared and seeds planted in preparation for the rain.  The 
harvest from the rains is expected in late July/early August.  Forecasts predicted that the 
Gu will be below average but the rains fell heavily in the first few days, raising hopes of 
better rains and an improved harvest.  

Food Security Cluster focus on agriculture  

The Food Security Cluster (FSC) is focusing on agricultural interventions in order to 
maximize the gains made by the Deyr harvest and prevent vulnerability of rural 
households to acute food shortages.  

To maximize the benefits of the Deyr, FSC members supported land-preparation by 
providing tractor-hours, through a voucher system, to increase areas under tillage.  Using 
tractors greatly increases production from hand-tillage and 23,750 hectares under maize 
will benefit 15,4343 households. 

These interventions took place in the districts of Bulo Burto in Hiraan, Buaale in Middle 
Juba, Luuq in Gedo and Kurtanwaarey and Shabaale in Lower Shabelle. More than 
15,000 households will benefit  

Improved seeds were provided to approximately 78,000 households in the hope that the 
Gu 2012 can mirror the last Deyr harvest.  Additionally 13,000 female headed households 
in Gedo, Hiraan, Middle and Lower Juba were provided with vegetable seeds to diversify 
their nutrition and diet and improve income for the family.  

Vaccination campaign for animals 

Livestock is a vital source of income for many pastoralists in Somalia and a source of 
foreign income from exports.  In an effort to keep animals healthy the FSC partners 
embarked on a campaign to vaccinate up to 20 million sheep and goats against Peste 
des Petits Ruminants.   

Vaccinations were already administered to over 2.9 million sheep and goats belonging to 
pastoralists and agro-pastoralists in Gedo, Lower and Middle Juba, South Mudug, Hiraan, 
Galgadud and Banadir.  More than 180,000 shoats (sheep/goat hybrid) were dewormed, 
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treated and sprayed against eco-parasites.  The campaign is expected to run for 10 
weeks.  To maximize the benefits of the rains, the pastoralists were supplied with 96 
collapsible water tanks in Lower Juba, Bay, Middle Juba and South Gedo to supply 
10,000 households with water for about 410,000 animals. 

 

Demands for shelter increase 

While the heavy rain is a 
relief for farmers, it also 
brings many other 
challenges for internally 
displaced people (IDPs), 
whose needs increase for 
warm, dry shelter and who 
face increasing risks from 
malaria, acute watery 
diarrhoea and cholera. 

The rains will cause a 
deterioration of the living 
conditions in the 
settlements around 
Mogadishu, where many of 

the IDPs live in buuls (temporary shelters).  Current shelter conditions offer little 
protection from the heavy rains exposing IDPs to the elements and colder weather.     

In the first two weeks of April improved shelter benefitted 43,446 IDPs in 7,241 housing 
units.  Distribution of emergency shelter kits took place in Mogadishu, Middle Juba and 
Galgaduud, while emergency tents were provided in Mogadishu, and block houses in 
Puntland.  The Emergency Reserve funded 6,430 of the units in Middle Juba and 
Galgaduud.  Despite the gains made in Mogadishu, needs remain high with up to 200,000 
people displaced. 

The increase in transitional shelter interventions (almost double from 15 to 29 per cent), 
was achieved with a carry-over of funding from 2011, however unless new funding is 
received there will be a slow-down in the second quarter of 2012.   

WASH Cluster faces challenges to minimize disease outbreaks with rains 

The likelihood of an outbreak of cholera will increase dramatically with the impact of the 
Gu rains.  The WASH Cluster has identified the priority needs as hygiene promotion, pre-
positioning of supplies and a quick response to sharing reports on outbreaks, especially 
with Health Cluster partners.  The effects of the November 2011 ban on agencies working 
in areas under Al Shabaab control leaves a significant gap for a quick response.  Since 
January 2012, 370,8308 people benefited from hygiene promotion and non-food items 
hygiene packs with 218,316 people newly accessing latrines. 

Alternative sought for aid transport 

Aid for Somalia is often shipped to Berbera Port in Somaliland, because it is a deep water 
port, and then transported by road. Challenges to deliver humanitarian aid arose when 
Puntland authorities withdrew permission for large conveys to travel through the area.  
Currently a maximum of 10 trucks per convey are allowed causing deliveries to be spread 
out over a longer time-frame.  As separate clearance is required for each convoy, this is 
adding to the delay.  An option for agencies is to ship directly to Bosaso to avoid delay. 

Injuries and death rate from conflict rise 
The fatal attack on the National Theatre in Mogadishu by a female suicide bomber on 4 
April 2012 killed six people and left 80 casualties.  The number of dead rose to eight 
when two of the injured died later in hospital.  The Prime Minister was attending a 
celebration of the first anniversary of Somali National TV in the theatre at the time. 
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Baido Hospital received 40 casualties after an explosion at the vegetable market place in 
Baidoa on 9 April 2012 with at least eight deaths reported.   Baido was formerly a major 
base for Al Shabaab until the Ethiopia forces with the Transitional Federal Government 
(TFG) forces seized the town in February.  The increase in such attacks raises fears 
among the civilian population and also raises major protection issues. 

In the first three weeks of 2012 there were 667 injuries from conflict with 11 deaths and 
one death of a child under the age of five.  From 1 January until 8 April 2012 injuries rose 
to 1,957 people in Mogadishu with 163 (8.3 per cent) of the cases in children under five 
years.   

Challenges remain for the protection of civilians in conflict 

The protection of civilians continues to be a major challenge in Somalia following 
protracted violence.  The fighting between TFG/AMISOM forces and Al Shabaab resulted 
in further displacement and continues to hinder humanitarian interventions and impede 
access to some regions in southern and central Somalia.  In Lower Shabeele, Banadir 
and Lower Juba regions there was an increase in displacement of people with 21,000 
movements recorded over the previous two weeks compared to 16,000 reported over the 
prior reporting period.  About 300 families returned from Ethiopia to Labissaagale in 
Somaliland. 

Media reports during the week indicate that at least 150 families fled their homes in 
Afmadow town, Lower Juba region.  Insecurity and heightened military tension between 
Al Shabaab and the Transitional Federal Government/Kenyan defense forces is believed 
to have caused the displacement.  Conflict is ongoing since October 2011 causing 
temporary displacements in areas such as Qooqaani, Taabta, Hayo and Badhaadhe 
towns.  

The region’s trade and commercial routes remained closed affecting the livelihoods of the 
region’s entire population.  Humanitarian access is also challenged by persistent 
insecurity. Displacement will affect agriculture production at a time when farmers should 
be planting for the Gu harvest. 

Low attendance in school was reported in Hiraan due to conflict and drought as well as in 
Al Shabaab controlled areas.  Insecurity has posed a challenge for Education Cluster 
members to operate, particularly in areas outside Beletwyne district, while the occasional 
curfew around the town also affects school attendance.  In areas of Hiraan students are 
dropping out of schools to join their parents in search of water and pasture for their 
animal.   

Aid agencies to receive $37 million from CHF  
Funding approved by Humanitarian Coordinator 

The Humanitarian Coordinator has provisionally approved funding of almost £37 million 
from the Common Humanitarian Fund to meet the immediate needs of the Somalia 
people. As many as 152 proposals were considered with 62 proposals that best fitted the 
four main priorities to assist the needs of the population in humanitarian emergency (HE), 
recommended.   

 
Per Cluster Funds Allocated 

Shelter/NIF $10 million 

WASH $9 million 

Health $7.8 million 

Food Security $5.25 million 

Nutrition $3.9 million 

Protection $2 million 

Enabling Programmes $2 million 
Source: OCHA/Common Humanitarian Fund 

Further details are available on http://www.fts.unocha.org 
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For further information, please contact:  
Órla Fagan, Reports Officer, fagano@un.org,  Tel. (+254) 78 6527210 
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 73 4800120  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

Storage Units now available for agencies 
To meet logistical requirements five new mobile storage units (MSUs), measuring 10 
metres x 32 metres arrived in Mogadishu.  Organisations can lease the units from the 
Logistics Cluster free of charge, which can then be transported to where they are 
required. 

The Gu rains will leave roads impassable and the units can be used to pre-position stock 
during the rains as well as in areas that are newly opened up to aid delivery.   

Each MSU is capable of storing 320 square metres of storage capacity and can hold both 
food and non-food items.  The organisations leasing the MSUs will be responsible for 
managing, installing and transportation of the units to their final destination. 

Largest shipment of cargo arrived since September 2011 

The two vessels that arrived in Somalia at the end of March 2012 carrying humanitarian 
aid delivered a combined total of 451 metric tons.  This is the largest shipment of 
humanitarian cargo since the beginning of operations in September 2011.  The cargo 
included WASH items, shelter items, medicines, agricultural equipment, construction 
materials and mixed food. 

Reunification of families continues 
Brother and sister reunited after 20 years 

Two people were reunited with family members through a mobile phone service facilitated 
by INTERSOS. One case involved two brothers separated for five years while the second 
case involved a brother and sister separated for twenty years.  The brother now lives in 
the United Arab Emirates, while his sister in an IDP settlement in Mogadishu.   Intersos 
Family Tracing and Reunification registered 382 people of concern between 31 March 
and 12 April 2012.  The announcement of 300 names of missing people continues 
through local radio with coverage in Dadaab, Dolow, Mogadishu and Kakuma.  

Coordination and Cluster Events 
A high level meeting to discuss a strategy for handling the IDP situation in and around 
Mogadishu took place between the TFG Prime Minister, representatives of the UN 
agencies, the Disaster Management Agency, AMOSOM and the Mayor of Mogadishu on 
12 April 2012. The TFG proposed an additional site to handle the extra load of IDPs who 
are in unsuitable locations and unable to access services.  It was agreed that any 
movement of people to a new site will be on a voluntary basis and only when facilities are 
in place.  

The besieged town of Hudur, where no commercial trucks are permitted could face 
severe food shortages in the near future.  A meeting took place on 12 April with the Bay 
and Bakool Inter-Cluster Working Group to discuss ways of resolving the situation.  Save 
the Children and GREDO (a local NGO) reported that they plans to implement nutrition 
activities in the region. 

On 11 April, the Minister of Environment of Puntland appealed to the humanitarian 
agencies to assist government to develop a broad strategy to tackle recurrent drought 
and reduce costly water trucking in the Garowe area. A task force was set up to develop 
a drought response strategy comprising of the relevant UN agencies with the relevant 
ministries and the Puntland State Agency for Water, Energy and Natural Resources.  


