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Current Statement

 

The food security situation in Nicaragua is stable, except for the northern dry corridor and northeast region. These 

areas have experienced large crop losses in 2010 and are estimated to be Stressed (IPC Phase 2). In a normal 

year, households in these zones would have food reserves from their own production, but due to the crop losses 

during the first and second seasons of 2010 these stocks are already depleted. 

Although there has been a slight decline in the market food prices, they remain higher than normal for this time of year. The 

combination of reduced stocks and income and higher than normal food prices mean that households may face acute food 

insecurity as the lean season advances. At the national level, prices of basic grains in municipal markets and local grocery 

stores have been stable over the past month. The cost of maize on average is C$4.50/pound, beans are C$17/pound, rice is 

C$12.00/pound, and sorghum/millon to C$3.50/pound.  

During April-May it is expected that primera sowing season will begin in these zones. However, the poorest households have 

limited income to purchase seeds. MAGFOR in conjunction with WFP, FAO and EU funded projects will assist the dry corridor 

during the primera season which should help to alleviate the food insecurity in this zone.  

According to the Outlook Forum of Central America it is expected that the temperature of the ocean will return to normal in 

the next few months and the La Nina phenomena will stop. In the area of concern there is a 40 percent probability that the 

rain will be normal and 35 percent probability that the rains will be above normal. An increase in moisture would be beneficial 

for the primera season. Recent field trips to the zones found that soil preparation for planting has not begun. Land 

preparation for the upcoming agricultural season is likely to start in in the second half of April. (April, 2011) 

Legend 

Direct measurements of current food security outcomes correspond to "Phase 2 Stressed" on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference 
Table

 

Current Anomalies 

Northeast Nicaragua (Livelihood Zone:15, 14, 11 and 
10)

Near-Term Food Insecurity Trend

Category Agro-Climatology and Food Production Markets and Trade Health and Nutrition Civil Insecurity

Anomaly Yes Yes No No

In the apante season some producers replanted several times due to a prolonged dry period in December 2010. Even with 

replanting considerable red bean crop losses occurred. Labor opportunities are very limited, as are seeds for the coming 

primera season. Fuel prices are also high, impacting the cost of other essential products. 

  

The price of red beans are 80 percent higher than the same month last year, and 60 percent above the five-year average. 

Maize prices have been stable in the last three months, but 29 percent higher than the same month last year. Fuel prices in the 

zone are 15 to 20 percent higher than in the capital. The cost of a liter of gasoline in Managua is US$1.23 while in the 

northeast the cost is US$1.41. While the cost of diesel in Managua US$1.13 in this zones US$1.35. 

  

Households in this zone have poor access to food because of a lack of money for purchases and the poor harvests during the 

last seasons. They are already reducing the quantity of food consumed and have removed certain commodities like beans from 

their normal diet.  

  

In this zone the lean season has started and it is expected to continue until the primera season harvest in August. There is no 

government assistance in these zones.  

  

For this zone the Climate Outlook Forum indicates that the rain will be normal so it is expected that the primera harvest at the 

end of August will be good and the situation of food security will improve in this zone by the end of August. (April, 2011) 

Northern Nicaragua - Dry Corridor (Livelihood Zone: 3, 
12, and 13)

Near-Term Food Insecurity Trend

Category Agro-Climatology and Food Production Markets and Trade Health and Nutrition Civil Insecurity

Anomaly Yes Yes No No

As a result of the large crop losses (estimated 90 percent lost) during primera and postrera 2010 and the increase in basic 

grain prices since December 2010, the poorest households in the dry corridor have only one month of maize reserves 

remaining. Households have reverted to eating million, a sorghum like cereal not usually consumed by the population.  The 

peak of the labor season for unskilled workers has come to an end and there are now limited opportunities for employment.  

  

In the Estelí reference market, the prices of beans are 27 percent lower than three months ago, but 60 percent higher than the 

same month last year. Likewise, maize prices have been stable for the last three months, but are 45 percent higher than same 

month last year. 
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Current

Historically, January and February are not considered to be part of the lean season for this zone because families usually have 

maize, beans, and million reserves. Sorghum/millon stocks are carried over from the previous year’s harvest. However, 

according to a recent study by Action Against Hunger, some of the poorest households currently do not have food stocks. Last 

year some communities were expected to produce 12qq/mz of maize and 14 qq/mz of beans but produced only 7 qq/mz and 2 

qq/mz, respectively. 

  

With the end of the peak labor season, households lack income to purchase food and no bean stocks exist this year. Therefore, 

households are depleting maize stocks prematurely, well before the months that are traditionally considered to be the lean 

season. Families are already reducing the quantity of food consumed, migrating to find employment opportunities, and selling 

sorghum/millon reserves.  

  

The government in conjunction with WFP and FAO will assist this zone during the primera season. The climate forecast indicates 

favorable conditions for the primera season which will likely improve food availability and access in these zones at the end of 

the lean season (August). Planting for the primera season will start in May and June, and is expected to bring more 

employment opportunities. (April, 2011) 

Food security conditions improving or expected to improve in the next 3 to 6 months

No significant changes in food security conditions expected in the next 3 to 6 months

Food security conditions deteriorating or expected to deteriorate in the next 3 to 6 months

Core Products Available 

Products Description

Production and Market Flow Map Maps illustrating market catchments and flows for commodities 

important to food security. Read more

 
Nicaragua livelihood 

zone ... 

Nicaragua mapa de 

zonas d ...

Livelihood Zone Map divides the country into homogenous zones within which people share broadly the 

same pattern of livelihood, including options for obtaining food and income and market opportunities. Rea

more

Livelihood Profiles provide a brief economic differentiation between groups (wealth groups) and 

information on the relative importance of different sources of food and income to each. This information 

provides a basis to begin understanding vulnerability to particular events - i.e., which stresses will impact 

which populations and how. Read more
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