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Afghanistan 

 
This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 
from 12 to 13 March 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 14 March 2012. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

 Avalanche hits Gora Poshalla village in Mandol district in Nuristan. 

 2 people were confirmed dead as a result of the avalanche. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 

 Gora Poshalla village of Mandol District in Nuristan was hit by an avalanche during the early hours of 
12 March.  The affected village is located in the north-western part of the province, near the border 
with Paryan district of Panjsher province. 

 The Deputy Governor for Nuristan reported that at least 13 families were affected and two people were 
confirmed dead as a result of the avalanche. 

 OCHA Jalalabad called in an ad-hoc Humanitarian Regional Team (HRT) meeting on Tuesday 
morning to discuss humanitarian assessments and response strategies based on the 3Ws. 
Representatives from the following organizations attended the meeting; IOM, WFP, WHO, UNICEF, 
FAO, UNHCR, UNAMA, IRC, IMC, NRC, and Shpol. During the meeting humanitarian actors 
highlighted that resources were available to respond to this localized incident. An interagency 
assessment team comprising of IMC, WFP, IOM, and HADAAF (local NGO) will undertake an 
assessment mission to the affected area. 

 By late afternoon on 13 March, IOM reported that the assessment team had reached Du Ab district of 
Nuristan, but were not able to reach the actual village of Gora Poshalla due to insecurity and heavy 
snow blocking the road. 

 According to the assessment team, access to the village is very difficult as the only transportation 
means available are by horse or mule, and it would take approximately three days to reach the actual 
affected area. They also reported that the village is totally under the control of the Taliban and they 
fear attack and harassment from the AGEs. After a few hours the assessment team managed to 
confirm that there was only one house that was destroyed and two people confirmed dead as a result 
of the avalanche. The IMC health supervisor, who was part of the assessment team, confirmed with 
the local clinic that only one household and two people (a woman and a child) had died. Local elders 
also confirm the same number of casualties. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Needs: Medical supplies, winter kits, emergency shelter, NFIs and food items are available from different 
organizations to respond to this emergency.  
Response: An interagency assessment team carried out an assessment on 13 March 2012 in the affected 
area. 
Gaps & Constraints: Search and Rescue (SAR) operation, which no UN or NGO in the ER has the capacity 
to conduct. Accessibility is a challenge due to heavy snow; there is no presence of government authorities in 
the area as the area is reported to be under the control of the Taliban; the location is very remote as there is 
no proper road only an unpaved track accessible only by horse or donkey and on a very difficult terrain. 

IV. Coordination 

 
The current coordination mechanisms responding to this emergency is through the Inter Agency Cluster 
coordination through OCHA and its partner agencies such as WHO, IOM, WFP, IMC, UNICEF, and other 
humanitarian actors who are members of the HRT. 
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OCHA has made contact with ISAF and ANSF/ANA/ANP to alert them and establish initial coordination on 
the situation as there may be a need to use military assets as an option of last resort. 
 

V. Funding 

 
Material resources already available 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
 
OCHA Eastern Region: Kenneth Rogers, Head of Sub-Office, OCHA Jalalabad 
Rogers2@un.org  Tel:+93795878714, or Tel:+93793155894  
 
IOM Eastern Region: IOM, Mr Sadruddin Hasam Safi, OIC IOM Jalalabad 
ssafi@iom.int  Tel:+93777113040  
 
 
OCHA 
Christophe Verhellen 
Public Information officer 
e-mail: verhellen@un.org  
Tel:             +93793001132       
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/  
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