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Box 1. Topography type 
 

Flat 28.1% 

Mountainous  22.7% 

Semi Flat  11.2% 

Semi-Mountainous 17.9% 

Not Reported  19.2%   
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abul province, located in south-eastern Afghanistan, has often been described as one of the least 

developed provinces in the country. According to Afghan Analyst Network (AAN) expert Martine van 

Bijlert, the Afghan government’s presence is limited, and public service delivery is low relative to other 

provinces. 

 

According to the Ministry for Rural Rehabilitation and 

Development’s (MRRD) Provincial Profiles, Zabul borders 

Uruzgan province in the North, Kandahar in the West and Ghazni 

and Paktika  in the East. It has an international border with 

Pakistan in the South. The province covers an area of 17,293 

square km and has a varied topography. According to the Afghan 

government’s Central Statistics Organization (CSO), the 

population was 270,600 in 2009, with most residents living in 

rural areas. The provincial capital is Qalat, which has a population 

of about 36,560 inhabitants. However, in July 2011, a senior 

official told Pajhwok Afghan News that the population of Zabul 

has reached 700,000, far larger than the 270,000 reported by the 

CSO. In addition, the World Food Programme (WFP) indicates it 

is providing food assistance to 430,000 people in Zabul, also 

suggesting that the population is greater than the CSO indicates. 

 

Two main rivers irrigate the agricultural lands located along the 

rivers. The first is the Arghandab River, which flows from 

Arghandab to Daichopan and then to Shahwalikot in Kandahar. 

The second, the Tarnak River, flows through Qalat before joining 

the Arghandab River. Agricultural communities are established 

along these waterways. However, the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID) states that severe drought has reduced the overall fertility of the land.  

 

Z 
Figure 1. Districts of Zabul Province 
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Economic Systems 

 

While highly impoverished, Zabul has solid access to irrigated land – when not experiencing a drought – given 

that much of the territory is located on flood plains.
1
 According to a provincial profile of Zabul produced by the 

MRRD, “more than four fifths (85%) of households in the province have access to irrigated land, and nearly one 

fifth (18%) of rural households have access to rainfed land.”
2
 The Afghan government’s 2007/2008 National Risk 

and Vulnerability Assessment (NRVA) supports this finding, noting that Zabul has among the most extensive 

networks of underground irrigation canals (karezes) of any province in the country.
3
 That same documents also 

notes that more than 90% of agricultural cultivation in Zabul is mechanised and that manual cultivation, which is 

highly common throughout Afghanistan as a whole, is nearly absent from the province. 

 

Table 1. Sources of Income in Zabul Province, 2005 
 

Source of income Rural (%) Urban (%) Total (%) 

Agriculture 52 - 50 

Livestock 15 - 20 

Opium 4 - 4 

Trade and Services 17 - 16 

Manufacture 4 - 5 

Non-Farm Labour 38 - 37 

Remittances 1 - 1 

Other 0 - 0 
 

Source: NRVA, 2005; figures for the “Urban” category are not available. 
 

Note: Numbers may not equal 100% given that several respondents reported income from more than one source. 

 

Despite its access to irrigation water, Zabul is described as “the poorest province in Afghanistan” in a 2010 

publication on “Governance, Reconstruction and Development”. The Zabul economy is primarily agricultural; 

industry has not developed as a result of insecurity, according to the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). In a 

survey conducted in 2005, 50% of the respondents in the province indicated that they earned income from 

agriculture and a further 20% from animal husbandry (livestock). Such figures are similar to those for the nation 

as a whole; 47% of Afghans report income from agriculture and 23% from livestock. A significant number of 

residents of the province (38%) also report earning income from non-farm labour, which includes short periods of 

manual work.  

 

A provincial profile of Zabul from the US Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) indicates that wheat, maize, barley, 

almonds, grapes, apricots, potatoes, watermelon and cumin are the most commonly cultivated crops in the 

province. Opium poppies, which are planted each autumn and harvested in mid-May in Zabul, are decreasingly 

grown there. Opium cultivation in Zabul has decreased every year since 2006, according to the annual “Opium 

Survey” conducted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). The summary findings of 

UNODC’s 2011 survey shows that cultivation further declined to 262 hectares (ha) and that that the province was 

the site of a relatively minor amount of poppy eradication (85 ha affecting 45 fields) in 2011. 

 

                                                                 
1 The Afghanistan Information Management Service (AIMS) provides a land cover map for the province which shows various forms 

of vegetation as well as the waterways which enable irrigation in the province. 
2 These figures are somewhat contradicted by the 2007/2008 NRVA which indicates that 75% of people in Zabul have access to land 

(irrigated or rainfed). 
3 An article in the World Affairs Journal suggests that the underground irrigation canals, while in place in Zabul, may not actually be 

maintained and may not function in all places. NRVA data from 2005 should be used with caution given that the situation has likely 

changed since that point in time. 

http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/documents/afgh_nrva_2007-08_full_report_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/documents/afgh_nrva_2007-08_full_report_en.pdf
http://www.ihsn.org/home/?q=activities/catalog/surveys/ihsn/004-2005-001
http://www.dvidshub.net/publication/issues/6122
http://www.understandingwar.org/region/regional-command-south-0#Zabul
http://www.understandingwar.org/
http://www.ihsn.org/home/?q=activities/catalog/surveys/ihsn/004-2005-001
http://www.nps.edu/programs/ccs/Docs/Executive%20Summaries/Zabul_Executive_Summary1.pdf
http://www.nps.edu/
http://www.nps.edu/programs/ccs/Docs/Opium/RCSouth/zabul.pdf
http://www.unodc.org./
http://www.aims.org.af/
http://www.aims.org.af/services/sectoral/agriculture/landcover/Zabul.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/documents/afgh_nrva_2007-08_full_report_en.pdf
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/back-beyond-report-zabul-province
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Table 2. Wheat and Opium Poppy Cultivation in Zabul, 2006-2010 
 

Item/Product Unit 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Wheat: Area under cultivation Thousands of hectares - 12.0 (est.) 13.0 (est.) 26 - 

Wheat: Average yield Tonnes / Hectare - 2.50 (est.) 2.85 (est.) 2.04 - 

Wheat: Retail market price (July) AFN/Kg - - 12 18 15 

Opium: Area under cultivation Thousands of hectares 2.54 2.05 1.61 1.14 0.48 
 

Source: The data above is consolidated in the Civil-Military Fusion Centre’s (CFC) Afghanistan Provincial Indicators. 

 

Beyond agriculture, little information is available concerning the economy of Zabul. However, a publication from 

the British Geological Society (BGS) notes that the province is home to gold and copper deposits. As Figure 2 

(below) shows, the northern and western parts of Zabul province contain many of Afghanistan’s copper deposits 

(in an area known as the “copper belt”). Also, prior to the expansion of gold mining in other parts of Afghanistan 

in 2010 and 2011, the Samti placer deposit in Zabul had been the only active gold mine in Afghanistan, says the 

BGS report. “Artisanal miners” mined gold there using hand tools. 

 

Figure 2. Copper Deposits, by Type, in Afghanistan 
 

 
 
 

Source: British Geological Society, “Afghanistan”, Mining Journal, Aug 2006. 

 

Comprehensive information on international and Afghan government efforts to combat poverty and promote 

development in the province is not available. However, the 2010 “Who What Where” (3W) briefing from the 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) notes that the WFP is involved in 

agriculture and food security initiatives in the province and that the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) is involved in education there. IOM’s education work reportedly benefits 600 residents of the province, and 

WFP’s food assistance reportedly benefits 430,000 people. 

 

The Afghanistan “A to Z Guide” produced annually by the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU) 

also appears to suggest that only a small number of development actors are working in the province. In addition to 

provincial departments of agriculture, irrigation and livestock and rural rehabilitation and development, the “A to 

https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/afghanminerals/docs/afghan_supp_final.pdf
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/afghanminerals/docs/afghan_supp_final.pdf
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=2&ved=0CCIQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fochaonline.un.org%2FOCHALinkclick.aspx%3Flink%3Docha%26docid%3D1161819&ei=ZJy5TpmBPMH-2QXdg-zBBw&usg=AFQjCNECmzk0KJZkWpghsNSYSnxGUX4JOg
http://www.ocha.org/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.areu.org.af/Uploads/EditionPdfs/1103E%20A%20to%20Z%20Guide%202011.pdf
http://www.areu.org.af/
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Z Guide” notes only three additional organisations operating there: the Afghanistan Development Association 

(ADA), the IbnSina Public Health Programme and the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

(UNAMA). However, the Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) in Zabul is also actively involved in 

reconstruction and development projects there. Figure 3 (below) shows the sectoral breakdown of spending by the 

PRT – using funds from the Commander’s Emergency Response Programme (CERP) – between March 2010 and 

February 2011. 

 

Figure 3. CERP Spending in Zabul Province, 01 March 2010 to 28 February 2011 

 
Source: ISAF, “CERP Disbursements by Sector”, released September 2011 

 

Political Systems 

 

In 2009, Mohammad Ashraf Nasseri, an ethnic Kuchi from Paktiya province, replaced Delbar Jan Arman 

Shinwari as Zabul’s provincial governor. Prior to becoming governor, Nasseri worked for the United Nations in 

various capacities. He served as a presidential  advisor and as an advisor to the Minister for Refugees and 

Repatriation.
4
 According to a World Affairs Journal article, Nasseri’s office has been authorised 54 staff positions 

but, as of early 2010, had only six staff members. According to a New America Foundation report, Nasseri has 

been “credibly accused of embezzlement.” The aforementioned World Affairs Journal article also states that the 

Afghan government in Zabul appears almost non-existent, that few of the district governors are literate and that 

“only two actually live in their districts.” Nasseri told The Washington Post in 2009 that the provincial 

government consisted of him and four other Afghans, that there was no money coming to Zabul from the central 

government and that poppies were the primary source of revenue for the area. 

 

The Zabul Provincial Development Committee (PDC) formed in late 2005 is responsible for overseeing the 

progress made on implementation of the Provincial Development Plan. The PDC is intended to involve all 

government line departments and other key stakeholder groups involved in development activities in the province. 

It also has a number of working groups devoted to different sectors, each of which should be chaired by the 

director of the relevant provincial department. In April 2007, UNAMA stated that PDC meetings were being held 

on a monthly basis only if the governor’s presence was assured. Zabul also has a number of other bodies which 

play an active role in development planning at the local level. These include the approximately 150 Community 

                                                                 
4 For information on other provincial officials, parliament members and provincial council members visit the Naval Postgraduate 

School’s Zabul provincial overview. 

http://www.ada.org.af/
http://unama.unmissions.org/
https://ronna-afghan.harmonieweb.org/Lists/Submitted%20Content/DispForm.aspx?ID=3802&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fronna%2Dafghan%2Eharmonieweb%2Eorg%2FPages%2FACSP%2Easpx&ContentTypeId=0x0100C59DF4E9B27E45738E2AAC93D6C3D48300489C516672B559408A9DE7B8EF361353
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCQQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dtic.mil%2Fdoctrine%2Fjel%2Fjfq_pubs%2F0937.pdf&ei=_g3BTpvwC8Ty0gG9hpWuBA&usg=AFQjCNFnOOXSUQx4ws_ahxC3XFeAPM5yqw
https://ronna-afghan.harmonieweb.org/Lists/Submitted%20Content/DispForm.aspx?ID=3802&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fronna%2Dafghan%2Eharmonieweb%2Eorg%2FPages%2FACSP%2Easpx&ContentTypeId=0x0100C59DF4E9B27E45738E2AAC93D6C3D48300489C516672B559408A9DE7B8EF361353
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktiya.aspx
http://www.nps.edu/programs/ccs/Docs/Executive%20Summaries/Zabul_Executive_Summary1.pdf
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/back-beyond-report-zabul-province
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NAF-The%20Battle%20for%20AfghanistanMilitancyConflictInZabulUruzgan.pdf
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/back-beyond-report-zabul-province
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/30/AR2009043004234.html
http://asiafoundation.org/pdf/AG-subnationalgovernance.pdf
http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
http://www.nps.edu/programs/ccs/Docs/Executive%20Summaries/Zabul_Prov_Overview_CCS.pdf
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Development Councils (CDC) in the province established under the MRRD’s National Solidarity Programme 

(NSP). The CDCs are active in development planning at the community and village level.  

 

Table 3. Number of CDCs for Selected Districts 
 

District Number of CDCs 

Qalat 40 

Shajoy 55 

Tarnak Wa Jaldak 55 
 

Source: MRRD; data for other districts was not located. 

 

According to the Institute for the Study of War (ISW), Zabul suffers from an acute lack of human capital and 

skilled personnel, as most NGOs consider most of the province too unsafe to work. Agencies such as UNAMA 

and USAID have focused on building the capacity of government institutions so as to improve public service 

delivery in Zabul by embedding technical advisors in government departments.
5
 A USAID project factsheet 

details various initiatives including the training of the provincial council on government accountability standards 

and the training of provincial and district-level civil servants on financial management, human resources 

management, procurement, project management and policy development. USAID also continues to train 

provincial council members on the council’s legal rights, on monitoring and on oversight. Questions of 

accountability persist. According to a Zabul elder quoted in a May 2011 article by The New York Times, the 

government “is very corrupt, but the [Afghan National Army] still has a clean and trustworthy face.” According to 

Integrity Watch Afghanistan (IWA), the majority of survey respondents in Zabul indicated that corruption had 

become a greater problem between 2007 and 2010. 

 

According to the previously-referenced New America Foundation report, Zabul is also host to a Taliban shadow 

administration, dominated by local strongmen who may or may not have formal roles in the insurgency. The 

Taliban collect taxes and commanders often receive regular payments. Additionally, Zabul also experiences high 

levels of narcotics and weapons smuggling, reports ISW. Moreover, UNDP informs that people, particularly 

warlords and politicians, are illegally occupying public land in the province.  

 

Security 
 

The New America Foundation report also points out that, because neither the Taliban nor the international military 

and Afghan government have considered the area a great priority, Zabul’s population is now “largely at the mercy 

of commander networks.” Governance and security challenges are reportedly closely linked in the province. The 

provincial head of the National Directorate for Security (NDS) was killed in October 2011, an event which 

analysts say signals broader dissatisfaction in Zabul with the Afghan government. District elders reportedly 

describe the police as “thieves and drug addicts”, according to the previously noted World Affairs Journal article. 

In addition, night raids, detention of allegedly innocent people, civilian casualties and the destruction of property 

by Afghan and international forces also seem to breed resentment, says the AAN. The number of fatalities among 

international forces in Zabul have risen from 10 in 2007 to 37 in 2010, and total security incidents increased from 

247 to 353 between 2009 and 2010, according to the Afghanistan NGO Safety Office (ANSO). The Washington 

Post reports that insecurity in the province is partly attributable to Zabul’s border with Pakistan, across which 

fighters reportedly move easily. 

 

                                                                 
5 MRRD reports, however, that UNAMA’s presence is largely limited to the capital. 

http://www.nspafghanistan.org/files/Success%20Story%20of%20Zabul%20Province.pdf
http://www.nspafghanistan.org/
http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/
http://www.understandingwar.org/region/regional-command-south-0
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/Fact_Sheet_Zabul_USAID_Activity_Overview_FINAL_Dec_2010%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24/world/asia/24zabul.html?_r=1
http://www.iwaweb.org/
http://www.iwaweb.org/corruptionSurvey2010/NationalCorruption2010.html
http://www.iwaweb.org/corruptionSurvey2010/NationalCorruption2010.html
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NAF-The%20Battle%20for%20AfghanistanMilitancyConflictInZabulUruzgan.pdf
http://www.understandingwar.org/region/regional-command-south-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/region/regional-command-south-0
http://www.undp.org.af/publications/RRERS/Zabul%20Provincial%20Profile.pdf
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NAF-The%20Battle%20for%20AfghanistanMilitancyConflictInZabulUruzgan.pdf
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/back-beyond-report-zabul-province
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NAF-The%20Battle%20for%20AfghanistanMilitancyConflictInZabulUruzgan.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/30/AR2009043004234.html
http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
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Despite security challenges, The New York Times reports that security in Zabul has recently been improving 

thanks to effective leadership by the ANA. The article states the following: 

 

“Afghan Army battalions have deployed in the districts of Zabul, and are the first in the country to 

operate independently. They are emerging as a real authority acceptable to local people and as an 

alternative to both the Taliban and international forces, which are still received ambivalently. 

Increasingly, they are handling security, relations with the people and even dispute resolution.” 

 

Key to the ANA’s success has reportedly been its ability to prove to local communities that its fighters are 

practicing Muslims who operate independently of international forces, who have continued to come under attack. 

On 28 August 2011, suicide bombers attacked the base of the Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT), Khaama 

News reported. 

 

The most notable, recent security achievement in the province came on 06 November 2011, when a combined 

Afghan and ISAF force discovered a store of munitions during a routine patrol in Qalat district. The cache 

contained 220 pounds (100 kilograms) of explosives and other bomb-making materials. 

 

The Social System in Zabul 

By most indications, Zabul remains one of Afghanistan’s most conservative areas.
6
 The province is described as 

highly traditional. Ethnically, Zabul is majority Pashtun. According to the New America Foundation report noted 

above, the Tokhi, an influential Ghilzai Pashtun tribe, are said to make up 40% of the provincial population and 

currently hold many local government positions. 

Table 4. Education Indicators for Zabul Province 

Children in school Girls in school Overall literacy rate 
Villages with 

primary schools 

Students with high 

school within 5 km 

31% 19.6% 1% 5% 11% 

 

Source: The data above is consolidated in the CFC’s Afghanistan Provincial Indicators. 

 

According to a December 2010 Fact Sheet, USAID has invested heavily in both the education and health sectors. 

Education improvements in Zabul include teacher training, providing primary school textbooks, supporting 

community-based education and promoting literacy campaigns and “employability” training. As of December 

2010, USAID had constructed one school, supported five community-based school classes, printed over 465,000 

textbooks and provided radio-based teacher support programmes. More recently, Sada-e-Azadi reported on 18 

July that 21 schools in the province have been reopened this year but 150 remain closed due to security concerns. 

 

  

                                                                 
6 For a very comprehensive and useful explanation of the social system in Zabul province as of 2005, including specific, detailed 

discussions of health, education, and social protection, please see the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development’s (MRRD) 

provincial profile for Zabul. Additionally, many metrics were pulled from the Cimicweb API Page for Zabul and from the USAID 

Fact Sheet on the province. For an illuminating case study on lessons learned in health care provision in Zabul and Uruzgan 

provinces, see this report. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24/world/asia/24zabul.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.khaama.com/militants-attack-us-base-in-zabul
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/isaf-joint-command-evening-operational-update-nov.-6-2011.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2010/12/03/afghan-womens-uncertain-future.html
http://www.humansecuritygateway.com/documents/NAF-The%20Battle%20for%20AfghanistanMilitancyConflictInZabulUruzgan.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/Fact_Sheet_Zabul_USAID_Activity_Overview_FINAL_Dec_2010%5b1%5d.pdf
http://sada-e-azadi.net/Joomla/index.php/en/component/content/article/3977-zabul-doctors-bring-help-to-remote-villagers
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CBwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mrrd.gov.af%2F&ei=pn-5TvXiBseg2AXppLibBw&usg=AFQjCNGVFwtGUOflx61dnJ1o5izI5pqLFg&sig2=72k_VT59p2HLxdZFKkmZzw
http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/Fact_Sheet_Zabul_USAID_Activity_Overview_FINAL_Dec_2010%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/Fact_Sheet_Zabul_USAID_Activity_Overview_FINAL_Dec_2010%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.phc-amsterdam.nl/userfiles/file/folder1/Lessons-Learned-dissemination-paper.pdf?PHPSESSID=c495fa7b3ea6e2e4bb3c497a964c747d
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Table 5. Health Indicators for Zabul Province 

# of health 

centres (2005) 

Population with 

health centre in 

village 

# of hospitals and 

beds (2007) 

# of 

doctors/nurses 

(2007) 

# pharmacies 

(2007) 

Maternal Mortality 

rate 

7 1.4% 2/80 24/66 62 
21 deaths per 1,000 

live births 
   

Source: The data above is consolidated in the CFC’s Afghanistan Provincial Indicators. 

 

More than 60% of the Zabul population must travel more than 10 km to get to a health centre; only 1.4% of the 

population has access to a health centre in their village. Only 41% use “improved” drinking water sources such as 

piped systems or handpumps. According to the 2007/2008 National Risk and Vulnerability Analysis (NRVA), 

Zabul is one of only four provinces (along with Ghor, Daikundi and Uruzgan) in which 25% or less of the 

population can reach a healthcare facility in less than one hour. The percentage of women in Zabul who have 

heard of iodised salt (useful in preventing goitre and other forms of illness) is only 9% compared to 83% of 

women in Kabul province. Such health challenges are exacerbated by nutritional and food security challenges. 

More than three-quarters of the population received food aid. 

Table 6. Food Security 

Population having problems 

satisfying food needs 

Population receiving less 

than minimum daily caloric 

intake 

Population with low dietary 

diversity and poor or very 

poor food consumption 

Population receiving food 

aid 

61% 38% 93% 81% 

 

Source: The data above is consolidated in the CFC’s Afghanistan Provincial Indicators. 

 

Infrastructure 

Zabul’s Provincial Development Plan highlights that the provision of basic infrastructure, including water and 

sanitation, energy, transport and communications, is one of the key challenges for the province. Improved 

infrastructure is necessary to promote economic growth, increase employment and accelerate agricultural activity. 

However, according to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Zabul province is not connected to 

the main electrical grid. Electricity is provided via independent generators and other small-scale sources. The 

planned construction of small dams could provide electrification in the near future, though they have reportedly 

been held up due to insecurity and the risk of sabotage. 

With regard to water and sanitation infrastructure, the 2005 NRVA indicates that 87% of Zabul residents have 

access within the community to a source of drinking water; 9% have to travel less than one hour, 3% between 1-3 

hours and 1% between 3-6 hours. In terms of sanitation, 83% of Zabul residents use the traditional covered 

latrines.  

UNDP points out that the only paved road in the province is the portion of Ring Road that goes through the 

province and links Qalat with Kandahar. The other roads linking Qalat with the districts and districts with the 

districts are generally in poor condition. 

  

https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/asia/documents/afgh_nrva_2007-08_full_report_en.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
http://www.mrrd-nabdp.org/Provincial%20Profiles/Zabul%20PDP%20Provincial%20profile.pdf
http://www.undp.org/
http://www.undp.org.af/publications/RRERS/Zabul%20Provincial%20Profile.pdf
http://home.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp193560.pdf
http://www.undp.org.af/publications/RRERS/Zabul%20Provincial%20Profile.pdf


 
 

November 2011  Page 8 

                      A f g h a n i s t a n  R e s o u r c e  D e s k :  Z a b u l  P r o v i n c e               

     

Table 7. Road Types 

District 
Usable by Cars All 

Season 

Usable by Cars Some 

Seasons 
No roads 

Ghalat 50.5% 47.3% 1.1% 

Shah Joi 56.8% 35.5% 0.0% 

Mizan 2.0% 58.6% 39.4% 

Tarang va Jaldak 63.5% 34.0% 1.3% 

Shinki 19.0% 12.1% 0.9% 

Atghar 21.6% 78.4% 0.0% 

Shamal Zaei 40.3% 32.1% 0.4% 

Nobahar 13.0% 41.3% 4.3% 

 

Source: NRVA, 2005 

Table 8 (below) provides a different manner of considering road quality within the province, in terms of average 

travel times between the provincial capital and other significant towns and cities. 

Table 8. Road Travel Times 

From To Time Road Condition 

Qalat Kanadahar 2 hours for 150 km Excellent (asphalted) 

Qalat Shinkay 
3 hours in the summer and 4.5 

hours in the winter for 100 km 
Fair (hard packed gravel) 

Qalat Shahjoy 1.5 hours for 110 km Excellent (asphalted) 

Qalat Mizan 
3 hours in the summer and 4.5 

hours in the winter for 100 km 
Extremely poor (dirt tracks) 

 

Source: NRVA, 2005 

With regards to telecommunications infrastructure, conditions in the province have improved significantly in 

recent years. As a CFC document entitled “Telecommunications and Mobile Phone Companies in Afghanistan” 

explains, the four major Afghan telecommunications companies, AWCC, Roshan, MTN and Etisalat, are active in 

Zabul. Mobile phone networks primarily cover Qalat and the Ring Road but are spreading.     

Conclusion 

With a contentious border region intensifying insecurity and with a relatively limited government presence, the 

sparsely populated province of Zabul lags behind other provinces in social and economic development terms. 

Efforts by international organisations to boost the local economy, to build local governance and to promote social 

development are underway. 

 

http://home.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp193560.pdf
http://home.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp193560.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20Afghanistan%20-%20Public%20RFI%20Responses/CFC_Afghanistan_RFI_Mobile_Phone_Operators_Sep2011.pdf

