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HIGHLIGHTS 
• CARITAS starts socio-economic project for 28,000 people affected by LRA 
• Protection of civilian actors denounce ongoing child recruitment in Ituri and Katanga  
• Food fairs to assist displaced people in North Kivu and Katanga 
• Over 50,000 people affected by banana disease in North Kivu 
• NGO provides livelihood aid to more than 2,000 fishing  and farming households in Equateur 
 
General Overview 
 
After progress in the fight against cholera was reported last week in the Province Orientale and Bas-Congo provinces, 
the disease appears to be also decreasing in South Kivu with 133 cases with two deaths reported from 20-26 
February –latest numbers provided by the Provincial Health Inspection- down from 141 cases with three deaths in the 
previous week. South Kivu remains the hardest hit province in the country. In Equateur, notwithstanding the fact that 
health officials are still awaiting the results of 20 suspected cholera cases since February to officially declare the 
return of the epidemic, the humanitarian community has started sensitization and water and sanitation interventions, 
and reinforced its support to health structures. More than 21,500 cholera cases with almost 600 deaths were reported 
in the DRC in 2011.   

In South Kivu joint military operations by the Congolese army (FARDC) and the United Nations Stabilization Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO) against the armed movement Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Rwanda (FDLR) are in their third week and leading to “preventive” displacements in the Uvira and Kabare 
territories as populations try to avoid being caught up in violence. Further displacements are reported in Shabunda 
Territory as a result of fighting between local armed group Mayi Mayi Raia Mutomboki and the FARDC. In a separate 
development, Doctors without Borders (MSF) have suspended their activities in the High Plains of Uvira in response 
to an attack on their base in Marungu, while other humanitarian actors have taken additional security measures.  
 
In North Kivu, local Commissions for Population Movements (CMP) have reported more than 11,900 new IDPs –
number needs to be confirmed- in the Walikale, Masisi and southern Lubero territories. The majority of the newly 
displaced persons have been driven from their homes due to confrontations between the Mayi Mayi Cheka and the 
FDLR in Walikale Territory, while others have fled land disputes and fighting between the Congolese Defence Force 
(FDC) and the FDLR in Masisi Territory.  
 
In Ituri District in Province Orientale, the armed group Patriotic Resistance Front of Ituri (FRPI) has taken over the 
village of Bukiringi, 85 km west of Bunia, leading to the suspension of humanitarian activities. The occupation has led 
to population displacements while civilians who are left behind face abuses and are forced to provide food to the 
militia members in this already food insecure zone. Protection of civilian actors further voice their concern about the 
continuing recruitment of children and the likelihood of reprisal attacks by the FRPI on civilian populations if the 
ongoing negotiations between senior FRPI leadership and the Government of the DRC would break down.  
 
In Katanga, the Gédéon Mayi-Mayi group attacked FARDC soldiers in Shamwana village on 29 February, leading to 
population movements of an estimated 26,000 people in the Manono, Mitwaba and Pweto territories.. The new attack 
and increasing recruitment drive, including that of children, further ads to the difficulties faced by humanitarian actors 
to deliver assistance both to this new group of IDPs as well as to more than 16,000 IDPs in the Mitwaba, Pweto, 
Manono and Malemba Nkulu territories as a result of fighting between the FARDC and the armed group last 
December.  
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
CARITAS starts socio-economic reintegration project for 28,000 people affected by LRA 
CARITAS has started a socio-economic reintegration project for more than 28,000 people who have been affected by 
activities of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in Bondo and Butu in the Bas-Uele District of Province Orientale. The project 
aims to improve food security by re-launching the agricultural sector through the provision of agricultural inputs and food as 
well as the improvement of market access through the rehabilitation of 84 km of roads. So far more than 3,000 persons 
have been displaced in 2012 as a result of LRA attacks in the Bas-Uele and Haut-Uele Districts, according to. In total about 
20 attacks –the latest reported on 08 March- have been reported with one person killed and 17 kidnapped. Abducted people 
typically end up as porters while children end up as sexual slaves and child soldiers. As per the numbers compiled by 
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For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-0003750/ +243 82 424 6342 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-2906633 

Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org,  tel. +243-99-8845386 
Niels Stassyns, Reporting and Advocacy Officer, stassyns@un.org, +243 97 000 3772 

 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 
 
 

OCHA and UNHCR, LRA attacks in Congo have caused the internal displacement of 320,000 people while around 30,000 
Congolese citizens have sought refuge in the Central African Republic and the Republic of South Sudan since 2008.  
 

Food fairs target displaced populations and host families in North Kivu and Katanga 
The NGO Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has organised food fairs for 8,115 returnees and IDPS in Kibua in Walikale 
Territory. The fairs were funded by the European Commission (ECHO) within the framework of its project of rapid food 
security assistance to displaced populations. Solidarités International also organised non-food item fairs for 
respectively 2,000 returnees and 2,250 IDPS in Kanune in Walikale Territory.  
 
To respond to the humanitarian needs of 1,379 IDP households and 321 host families in the Mushaba and Miketo 
sites -18 and 32  km from Kalemie-, the national NGO CRAIDI organised four non-food item fairs from 19-26 
February. The Salvation Army on its turn organised three non-food item fairs for 1,750 IDP- and host families in the 
Sango, Lukwangulo and Lukengwe sites in Kalemie Territory between 28 February and 02 March.  

  
More than 50,000 persons affected by banana bacterial disease in Lubero Territory 
According a report released by the Butembo Health District, more than 50,000 people are facing food insecurity in the 
Lubero Territory of North Kivu due to an outbreak of a bacteria that attacks bananas. When the wilt bacteria strikes in 
rural areas, the destruction of bananas typically leads to serious economic, health and food security consequences of 
the affected populations.  
 
Dire humanitarian situation in south-western part of Lubero Territory needs follow-up 
A number of humanitarian needs were identified this week by an NRC evaluation mission in the Luhanga and 
Kasugho localities in the south-western part of Lubero Territory in North Kivu. In Luhanga which counts 180 local 
households, 110 displaced households and 82 returnee households, all houses are in dilapidated state and the school 
rate stands at 46%. In Kasugho, parts of three schools and the health centre have been partially destroyed by a 
violent wind. The mission members advocate interventions in the non-food item and shelter as well as education and 
health sectors.  
 
ACTED provides livelihood inputs to more than 2,000 fisher- and farmer households in Equateur 
The NGO Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development (ACTED) distributed 558 farming kits to 558 
vulnerable households and 909 fishing nets to 909 vulnerable fishermen in the Makanza District of Equateur. During 
the same distribution exercise 219 dugout canoes were also provided to fishermen associations, benefiting 799 
vulnerable households. The distribution took place within the framework of two ACTED food security projects and 
were funded by ECHO and the Pooled Fund (PF) 


