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SPECIAL REPORT 
ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN COUNTRY TEAM 

Horn of Africa Drought Driving Emergency Needs in Ethiopia; Humanitarian 
Response Must Be Scaled Up 

 

(27 April 2011, Addis Ababa):  The La Niña-induced drought that 
has set in over much of the Horn of Africa has left more than 2 million 
people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance in the southern and 
southeastern lowlands of Ethiopia, with emergency conditions likely to 
persist until the next rainy season arrives in October. 

With the end of the long gu/ganna rainy season in pastoral areas fast 
approaching at the end of April, a second consecutive season of very 
poor rains is increasingly likely. The Government of Ethiopia has 
described the situation in some southern and southeastern areas as 
‘critical’ with regards to pasture and water. Affected parts of the 
country include all nine zones of Somali Region; Borena and parts of 
Bale, Guji, Arsi, East and West Hararghe zones of Oromia; and South 
Omo, Konso and Derashe Special Woreda of SNNPR. Increasingly, 
northern Afar is also reporting drought effects. 

Recognizing the severity of the developing situation, the Government 
of Ethiopia on 12 April presented updated figures for the number of 
people affected by the drought and who require urgent assistance. 
More than 2 million people were identified to be in need of relief food 
and non-food assistance in Somali and the lowlands of Oromia and 
SNNPR. This is in addition to some 1,043,000 people throughout the 
rest of the country who also require relief food assistance, according 
the Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) released in 
February 2011. The resource requirements to support the ongoing 
emergency response were also updated, with the Government calling 
for an additional $75 million for priority responses in these areas in 
the next two months (April and May). 

With this Special Report, the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team 
(EHCT) signals its concurrence with the Government that the existing 
humanitarian response must be scaled up to meet increasing needs. 
As a result, additional humanitarian resources – particularly funding – 
will be required to support expanded operations in the coming months 
and avoid critical pipeline breaks. 
Humanitarian Impacts of the Drought 
Pasture and traditional water sources un-replenished by rains have 
been depleted in most of the affected areas. Animal body condition is 
declining rapidly, resulting in lower livestock prices at market even as 
the price of staple cereals is increasing. The recent unrest in the 
Middle East and North Africa temporarily led to declined demand for 
cattle exports from Ethiopia, while global food and fuel prices rises 
have increased the cost of buying and importing foodstuffs and other 
essential goods. 

These factors have resulted in early indications of growing food and 
nutritional insecurity in most of the drought-affected areas, 
dependence on water that has to be trucked in over long distances, 
and increasing livestock deaths. There is also heightened risk of 
disease outbreaks, including measles, malaria, meningitis and acute 
watery diarrhoea (AWD). Since the beginning of 2011, measles 
outbreaks have been reported in all regions except Gambella. School 

drop outs have increased as children move with their families in 
search of water. 
Strengthening the Response 
Over and above the early release of revised emergency requirements 
for the most-affected regions, the Government has taken a number of 
other steps to strengthen the response. The Multi-Agency 
Coordination (MAC) forum – a special coordination forum – has been 
activated at the federal level, and Incident Command Posts in Yabello 
(Oromia), Jijiga and Gode (Somali) have been activated at the 
regional level. The membership of both mechanisms has been 
expanded to include representatives of the international community. 
The Government has also decided to conduct an expedited needs 
assessment in early May in the areas affected by the La Niña 
conditions. The assessment is important to facilitate a better 
understanding of the developing situation and its impact on lives and 
livelihoods in the areas affected by the La Niña episode. 
Assistance Provided 
The Government, United Nations, international and national NGOs, 
humanitarian donors and various civil society and private sector 
organizations have stepped up their response, including: 
• Water trucking to more than 2 million people in 52 woredas of 

Somali Region and 28 woredas of Oromia, as well as in parts of 
Afar  

• Relief food distributions to food-insecure households 
• Targeted supplementary feeding for moderately malnourished 

individuals  
• Provision of livelihood supports, including livestock de-stocking, 

enhanced animal health care and provision of feed for core 
breeding livestock 

• Intensified nutritional and disease surveillance and case 
management  

• Prepositioning of WASH, Health and other non-food supplies in 
drought-affected areas 

What is La Niña? 
A La Niña episode is a meteorological phenomenon resulting from 
lower-than-normal surface sea temperatures in the Pacific Ocean.  
While La Niña is typically associated with increased rains and 
flooding in southern Africa, it generally brings below-normal rains to 
the Horn of Africa, including the southern and southeastern lowlands 
of Ethiopia.  On the other hand, La Niña episodes are al so 
associated with heavier-than-normal rains during the June to 
September rains in central and highland areas.  The current La Niña 
is expected to dissipate in June 2011. 
Who are the EHCT? 
The Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team (EHCT) comprises 
representatives of the United Nations agencies, international and 
national NGOs and humanitarian donor community. The Red 
Cross/Red Crescent Movement participates in the EHCT as 
observers. 


