
What’s NeW
Iraq Knowledge Network (IKN) 
The Government of Iraq and United Nations jointly launched the 
results of the Iraq Knowledge Network Survey on 3 December 
in Baghdad. The Iraq Knowledge Network (IKN) is a survey of 
socio-economic statistics collected in 2011 from around 29,000 
households at the district level in all 18 governorates of Iraq. The 
survey is a main tool in the establishment of a socio-economic 
monitoring system for Iraq in an effort to reinforce evidence-
based planning at the national and local levels. The IKN gathered 
a large number of socio-economic indicators related to essential 
services, household expenditure, food, labour and governance. 

Executed under the overall coordination of the Inter-Agency 
Information and Analysis Unit (IAU), the IKN is the result of a 
collaborative process between the Central Statistics Organization, 
the Kurdistan Region Statistical Office, the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), the World Food Programme (WFP), the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and international non-
governmental organization Mercy Corps.

The IKN webpage http://www.iauiraq.org/ikn offers the following 
resources: 

Tabulation Repo•	 rt containing the key indicators, available 
in Arabic. 

Fact Sheets on Governance, Essential Services, Food •	
Security and Expenditure and Labour Force, available in 
English and Arabic. 

A link to the Iraq Information Portal which presents •	
governorate and district level findings disaggregated by 
urban / rural, age and gender, available in English and 
Arabic. 

Press release from the IKN l•	 aunch, available in English and 
Arabic.

Designing the Kurdistan Region statistical 
Office Website
At the request of the Kurdistan Region Statistical Office (KRSO), 
the IAU re-designed and developed the KRSO website. Many 
new dynamic features have been added in the updated design, 
including:

Administration P•	 anel:  Serves to add /edit / delete reports, 
maps, survey reports, news & events and food price index.

News and Events: Dynamic news panel featuring updated •	
news from KRSO and KRG. 

 Dynamic keywords search function: Search the entire website •	
by using different keywords.

Food Price Index tables and graphs: A table and a flash •	
graph explaining food prices over a period of time. 

Flash maps for KRG: Flash maps showing population by •	
district information for the 3 KRG governorates.

Reports and Survey: Access to different reports and survey •	
reports. The data can be filtered by sector and departments.

Dedicated map section:   Includes maps in PDF format. The •	
data can be filtered by governorate names.

Contact us form: It allow users to share their views or ask •	
for help from KRSO using this form panel.

Casualties and security Incidents Database
The IAU, in cooperation with UNAMI Security Information and 
Analysis Unit, has developed a database of incidents and casualties 
in Iraq. The database allows users to track incidents over time (daily, 
monthly, yearly) by governorate, by target and type of attack. The 
database is available from the IAU website www.iauiraq.org or http://
incidents.iauiraq.org.

transferring the Iraq Information Portal 
to Iraq’s Central statistics Office and Web 
Development training 
At the request of the Central Office for Statistics (CSO), the 
IAU has provided three trainings on the use, maintenance and 
updating of the Iraq Information Portal to seven CSO staff. The 
training workshop also included practical exercises, capacity 
development for computer programmers and web developers 
for CSO’s upcoming new website. The training on the Information 
Portal aimed to prepare CSO for ownership of the tool. 

The Iraq Information Portal was handed-over to CSO on the third 
and last workshop, which took place at the end of November in 
Erbil. 

The Iraq Information Portal and the new CSO website are expected 
to be up and running from the CSO server by the beginning of 
2012.

The Iraq Information Portal is a tool which provides a wide range 
of indicators disaggregated by geographical location and gender 
and displayed through maps and graphs. The Iraq Information 
Portal is available on the IAU website in Arabic and English, and 
CSO website http://cosit.gov.iq in Arabic and English.
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The IAU provided a 10-day Technical Capacity Building Training 
Workshop for the CSO and KRSO team on web development 
technology in Amman. The training focused on issues related to 
developing and maintaining the new KRSO website. The IAU will 
continue to provide technical support for the new CSO and KRSO 
websites.

Factsheets 
The IAU supported the UNCT in publishing a series of factsheets 
available in English and Arabic from the IAU website: 

Factsheet theme Partner Content

Essential Services Central Office for Statistics (CSO), 
Kurdistan Region Statistical 
Office (KRSO) and UNCT

Presents a brief analysis of essential services data from the IKN. It shows the sharp 
disparities across Iraq between governorates and urban and rural areas in access to 
health, electricity, water, sanitation, housing and solid waste collection services.

Labour Force CSO, KRSO and UNCT Presents a brief analysis of demographics and labour force data from the IKN. It 
provides statistics at the district and governorate levels and nationally by urban and 
rural areas. 

Governance CSO, KRSO and UNCT Presents a brief analysis of data on important aspects of social life, access to 
information, public integrity, levels of social and political participation, as well as 
prevalence and perceptions of corruption and bribery

Food Security and 
Expenditure

CSO, KRSO and UNCT Presents a brief analysis of food security and household expenditures, levels of 
dependence on the Public Distribution System, as well as consumption expenditure 
patterns for other non-food items from the IKN.

 Oil and Gas UNDP Analyzes developments in the oil and gas subsector, including current and projected 
utilization of reserves, issues related to contracting for oil and gas, and oil’s impact on 
economy and governance.

*To view the content of the factsheets click on theme

COmINg UP
Peace and Development analysis 
The IAU is working with UNDP to implement a Peace and 
Development Analysis initiative. The project seeks to provide 
a better understanding of context specific drivers of conflicts 
and development priorities in the Disputed Internal Boundaries 
(DIBs) areas in the north of Iraq. Field staff from UNAMI and the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) supported the 
implementation throughout eight districts in the governorates 
of Kirkuk, Ninewa, Diyala and Salahadin. Findings expected in the 
beginning of March 2012 will provide first hand information and 
analysis to ensure that development programming in these areas 
is sensitive to local needs and priorities. 

Iraq environment analysis
In response to the severe environmental challenges Iraq faces, 
the IAU has recruited a consultant to conduct an assessment and 
analysis of environmental issues at the governorate level, and to 
develop an environment sensitivity map. The sensitivity map will 
serve to support evidence-based planning, and identify hotspot 
areas that require immediate attention and in-depth analysis. It 
is expected that the sensitivity map will be completed by first 
quarter of 2012.  

Iraq faces a range of environmental challenges, including natural 
and environmental disasters, pressure on the environment and 
natural resources, the impacts of climate change and climate 
variability, in addition to environmental crises resulting from the 
military operations of recent wars.
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