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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Severe drought reduces the 2012 first season food and non-
food crops 

 Agricultural assistance needed for affected vulnerable farmers 

 Production of 2011 maize estimated at record level, but that of 
wheat was reduced 

 Exports of cereals in 2011/12 (March/February) expected to 
reach 2.2 million tonnes 

Severe drought adversely affects the 2011-12 first 
season crops  

Harvesting of the 2011-12 spring-summer first season crops is 
underway. After a good start of the growing season in October and first 
three weeks of November, precipitation became significantly below 
average in December and no rains were recorded in January. The dry 
weather, associated with La Niña phenomenon, coupled with higher 
than normal thermal oscillation, has resulted in severe crop losses in 
the main producing area of the Eastern region and sharply reduced 
yields. Most affected crop is maize, with about 58 percent of losses 
according to preliminary official estimates. The country exports two-
thirds of its maize production but the crop is also an important staple in 
the diet of rural families. Other food crops affected by drought are 
pulses, cassava and groundnuts. Severe losses have also been 
reported for cash crops cotton and sesame and, in particular for 
soybeans -the main source of the country’s foreign exchange- with 
estimated production losses of 56 percent. A detailed estimate of the 
crop damage is not yet available but, overall, early assessments point 
to a reduction in yield ranging from 30 to 70 percent according to crop 
and geographical area. The most hit departments are Itapúa, 
Paraguarí, Alto Paraná and Canindeyú.  
 
The Government declared the State of Food Emergency for three 
months on 17 January 2012, in order to assist the vulnerable affected 
population estimated at over 200 000 families. It will distribute maize 
and beans seeds to peasant families and indigenous groups with 
losses of 40 percent of their crops for planting of the second season 
(Zafriña), about to start.  

Production of 2011 wheat reduced, while maize 
output was record  

Production of recently harvested wheat in 2011 was estimated at 
around 1.2 million tonnes, 17 percent below its level in 2010. This 
mainly reflects freezing temperatures in June and July in the main 
producing areas of the Eastern region reduced crop yields by some 11 
percent. By contrast, the 2011 maize output was estimated at record 
levels. A good output of the first season and a significant increase in 
the area planted of the second season, which more than compensated 
lower yields, led to the high production. 

Record maize exports expected in 2011/12 
(March/February) but low levels of rivers 
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hampering trade activities 

As a result of the bumper crop of last year, and high prices in the 
international markets, exports of cereals in marketing year 2011/12 
(March/February), mainly maize, are anticipated to reach a record level 
of 2.1 million tonnes. However, the current drought situation is 
disrupting trade activities as the low levels of the rivers are hampering 
commercial shipping and delaying transport of commodities to the main 
port of Rio de la Plata. 
 


