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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 18 January—24 January 

2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

he Pakistan-Afghanistan Joint Economic Commission (JEC) held its eighth meeting 

from 16-18 January in Islamabad, according to a report from the Afghan Ministry of 

Finance (MoF). Participants, including the Afghan and Pakistani finance ministers, 

discussed transit trade, bilateral trade, reconstruction projects and economic cooperation over 

the course of two days. The Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) 

particularly featured in the discussions given that approximately 700 Afghanistan-bound 

containers have been stuck in Pakistan for several weeks; Pakistani officials are concerned that 

some of the goods in the containers, which are being imported by private firms, may be bound 

for NATO forces in Afghanistan. Following the late November 2011 airstrike that killed 24 

Pakistani soldiers, Pakistan has refused to allow supplies for NATO’s International Security 

Assistance Force (ISAF) into Afghanistan. Following the meetings, Afghan Minister of 

Finance Omar Zakhilwal said the following: “I am convinced that our transit difficulties will 

be attended to by Pakistan’s leadership on an urgent basis.” The Pak Tribune newspaper 

indicated on 18 January that Pakistan would resolve the issue surrounding the 700 containers 

within seven to 10 days.   

Participants at the JEC also pledged to increase the bilateral trade between Afghanistan and 

Pakistan in the years leading up to 2015, says the Associated Press of Pakistan. Bilateral trade 

between the countries reportedly increased from USD 850 million to approximately USD 2.5 

billion over the past four years, and officials from both countries hope that this figure could 

reach USD 5 billion by 2015. To do so, the Afghan and Pakistani governments will consider 

the establishment of a bilateral trade agreement to remove financial and procedural barriers. 

(The APTTA only addresses the movement of goods through one another’s countries and does 

not govern trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan.)  

LiveMint, a Wall Street Journal-affiliated news source, is reporting that the Steel Authority of 

India Ltd (SAIL) and other Indian companies, which won the rights to mine Afghanistan’s 

Hajigak iron ore deposit, will not have financing in place for its mining operations for two to 

three years. The SAIL-led consortium of companies is applying for a loan of USD 7.8 billion 

to finance its investment. The funds are needed in part to help the company construct a large-

scale steel plant, an 800-megawatt power plant and 200 km of railways, roads and power lines 

over the course of eight to 12 years. It reportedly remains unclear whether these Hajigak-linked 

infrastructure projects will be built by SAIL and its partners or by the Indian government, 

which owns SAIL and backed its Hajigak bid. These issues will be addressed during upcoming 

meetings between the Indian firms and Afghanistan’s Ministry of Mines (MoM). These 

meetings will also focus on how to price the iron ore and how and where the proposed roads 

and rail lines will be built. 

In other mining news, Pajwhok Afghan News, is reporting that a draft law on mining 

exploration and extraction is under consideration by Afghanistan’s cabinet and, if approved, 

will allow the MoM to tender the rights to a lithium mine in western Afghanistan. Lithium is 

increasingly in demand for batteries for mobile phones, laptop computers, tablets and other 

portable electronic devices, and the deposit in Herat province could provide a source of 

employment for Afghans and revenue for the government. 
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https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://mof.gov.af/en/news/6378
http://mof.gov.af/en
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Economic%20Stabilization%20Archive/CFC_Afg_AfPak-Transit_Trade_Nov11.pdf
http://isaf.nato.int/
http://paktribune.com/news/Afghan-containers-blockade-issue-to-be-resolved-in-10-days-246823.html
http://app.com.pk/en_/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=175201&Itemid=2
http://www.sail.co.in/
http://www.livemint.com/2012/01/17213304/SAIL-in-no-hurry-to-raise-fund.html?h=B
http://mom.gov.af/en
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-01-17-Draft-Mining-Law-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-01-17-Draft-Mining-Law-PAN.pdf
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Lastly, Pajhwok reports that the price of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) has declined significantly over the course of the past week. 

For instance, one private vendor – who does not receive low-cost gas from the Ministry of Commerce and Industries (MoCI) – 

reduced his retail price from AFN 75 (USD 1.55) per kg to AFN 65 (USD 1.35) per kg. Meanwhile, the cost of food remained stable, 

though the price of petrol rose from AFN 59 (USD 1.22) to AFN 62 (USD 1.28) per litre. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

he Washington Post writes that the diplomatic, military and intelligence branches of the US government hold different views 

on the value of talks with the Taliban. US Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta and some senior military staff have reportedly 

urged the government to use caution in negotiations, particularly in those elements related to prisoner transfers. A senior 

American official told The Washington Post that the US government will lay out confidence-building measures ahead of formal talks 

with the Taliban next week and that any negotiations would likely include the United States, the Taliban and the Afghan government. 

President Hamid Karzai’s chief of staff, Abdul Karim Khurram, stated that Afghan officials were not being kept well informed about 

the negotiations between the United States and the Taliban, The New York Times reported. Khurram stated that the Afghan 

government is briefed regularly by US officials but requires greater clarity and further details. “We think if it’s not Afghan-led, the 

peace process will not be fruitful,” he said. 

According to McClatchy Newspapers, a suicide attack in Kandahar led General John Allen, commander of US and NATO forces in 

Afghanistan, to state that Taliban leader Mullah Omar “has lost all control over Taliban insurgents”. If Omar was in control, “he 

would immediately denounce these attacks and order his ‘forces’ to stop attacking innocent Afghan civilians”, General Allen 

reportedly said. In related news, Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil, Afghanistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs under the Taliban, told The 

Wall Street Journal that “[t]he Taliban are unified, but they are not 100% under the control of one person.” Taliban field commanders 

in several volatile Afghan provinces said in interviews that they are largely supportive of their leadership’s decision to engage in 

negotiations but cautioned that some of their fellow militants might reject any peace deal, The Wall Street Journal reported. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hina Rabbani Khar, told Reuters that Pakistan’s ties with the United States remain 

on hold following an attack on 26 November 2011 which killed 24 Pakistani soldiers. The Washington Post reported that Secretary of 

State Hillary Rodham Clinton told Khar that the United States reserves the right to attack anyone who it determined posed a direct 

threat to its national security. Khar, in response, stated that Pakistan would not allow violations of its sovereignty and that planes 

entering Pakistani airspace without authorisation risked being shot down. The Pakistani government is reportedly undergoing a re-

evaluation process of its engagements with NATO forces in Afghanistan, a move which Khar told Reuters will “strengthen the 

partnership and [make it] much, much more effective.” 

The Pakistani parliament is expected to deliver a list of conditions for cooperation with US and NATO forces on 30 January, Fox 

News reports. Fox News also learnt that US military trainers will be invited back into Pakistan as early as April or May. This statement 

comes amidst reports that US drone strikes in Pakistan have resumed. Agence France-Presse (AFP) for instance, reported that a US 

drone killed four militants in Waziristan on 23 January. The article also states that Pakistan will likely re-open the Torkham and 

Chaman border crossings into Afghanistan, which have been closed to NATO supply convoys since the November 2011 attack. A US 

Department of Defense (DoD) official told ABC News that the cost of moving supplies has increased by USD 87 million since the 

closure of the border crossings. 

A top Afghan official says hundreds of local and foreign non-governmental organisations (NGO) have been shut down for violating 

the law. Minister of Economy Abdul Hadi Arghandiwal told Radio Free Afghanistan that 600 Afghan and 195 foreign NGOs were 

closed on 18 January because they failed to send biannual reports detailing their activities, progress, and budgets to the Ministry of 

Economy (MoE) as required by law. Arghandiwal added that all NGOs operating inside Afghanistan must have a license and working 

permit from the MoE. Mohammed Hashim Mayar, an advisor to the non-governmental Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan Relief 

(ACBAR) indicated the NGOs in question had been closed according to the law and that “[t]hey were small and had no effective 

activities.” He further noted that “[t]heir liquidation will not have any impact.” 

President Hamid Karzai has finalised a list of new appointees for cabinet-level positions, which will go before the lower house of the 

Afghan parliament, the Wolesi Jirga, for a vote of confidence, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. The ministries of water and power, 

public health, urban development, communications and information technology and higher education are currently being headed by 

acting ministers who have not been approved by the Afghan legislature. Under a law passed by the Wolesi Jirga in December 2009, 

the tenure of an acting minister should not exceed one month, though President Karzai’s government includes several individuals who 

have served as acting ministers for several months. 

In other news, a leading international rights group has urged President Karzai to appoint independent and experienced experts to fill 

open positions on the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC). Human Rights Watch (HRW) said the president 

should ensure that the body maintains its credibility and effectiveness. Several commissioners’ terms expired in December 2011, and 

another three were reportedly removed from the commission by the Afghan president, Reuters reported last month. 
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https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-01-17-Gas-Down-Price-Update-PAN.pdf
http://moci.gov.af/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/us-sees-opening-for-peace-talks-among-taliban-us-and-karzai-military-cia-are-cautious/2012/01/20/gIQA3XE0CQ_story_1.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/us-sees-opening-for-peace-talks-among-taliban-us-and-karzai-military-cia-are-cautious/2012/01/20/gIQA3XE0CQ_story_1.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/world/asia/afghan-aide-to-karzai-complains-about-united-states-taliban-talks.html?_r=1&ref=world
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/canada-in-afghanistan/killed+Afghanistan+suicide+bombings/6020705/story.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203735304577166703143061354.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203735304577166703143061354.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/19/us-pakistan-usa-idUSTRE80I17Z20120119
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/19/us-pakistan-usa-idUSTRE80I17Z20120119
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/as-us-pakistani-relations-sink-nations-try-to-figure-out-a-new-normal/2012/01/13/gIQAklfw3P_story.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2012/01/20/exclusive-pakistan-official-says-us-military-will-be-allowed-to-return-but-not/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jX9Aa6MkUfhwvQdn_0eY3--_UjHA?docId=CNG.5fa661bb3a769ff2c8863ffeda85dc34.5d1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jX9Aa6MkUfhwvQdn_0eY3--_UjHA?docId=CNG.5fa661bb3a769ff2c8863ffeda85dc34.5d1
http://www.defense.gov/
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/01/nato-supplies-to-afghanistan-keep-flowing-but-at-a-price/
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan_shuts_down_hundreds_of_ngos/24457124.html
file:///C:/Users/513267/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PSA12541/english.moe.gov.af
http://www.acbar.org/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_KarzaiFinalisesListofCabinetPicks.pdf
http://wj.parliament.af/english.aspx
http://www.aihrc.org.af/en
http://www.hrw.org/
http://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFTRE7BM0OK20111223


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 January 2012  Page 3 
 

The Associated Press (AP) is reporting that President Karzai has met with a delegation representing Hizb-e Islami (HIG) last week. 

Ghairat Baheer, the son-in-law of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who heads HIG, told Reuters that he has held “productive” exploratory talks 

with top US officials. Hekmatyar was put on the US Department of State’s (DoS) terrorist watch-list eight years ago for supporting 

Taliban and al Qaeda attacks.  

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Affairs                                Matthew Hall  ► matthew.hall@cimicweb.org 
 

he New York Times reports the number of polio cases in Afghanistan tripled between 2010 and 2011 despite intensive efforts 

over the past several years to eradicate the highly contagious disease. Last year, 25 cases were reported, thus leading experts to 

conclude that efforts to eradicate polio were working. Last year’s figure of 76 reported cases has raised concern among 

experts, given that each reported case is believed to be an indicator of hundreds of “silent” cases, particularly among children. 

Heavy snowfall across Afghanistan has resulted in 20 deaths thus far this winter, according to an 18 January Reuters article. 

Agriculture experts believe that the snowfall, while dangerous and making it difficult for some communities in the North to access 

food and humanitarian supplies, will help the country’s water table to rise. In 2011, for instance, 80% of the country’s non-irrigated 

wheat crop was lost to drought. For further information on this topic, see the forthcoming CFC report on “Drought and Food 

Insecurity in Afghanistan”. 

There were a number of stories regarding winter aid distribution in Afghan media outlets this week. Bakhtar News Agency says more 

than 1,200 displaced families living under tents in the Qamber Square area of Kabul have received firewood provided by the Ministry 

of Refugees and Repatriation (MoRR). According to the article, a German organisation has also provided firewood, winter clothing, 

heaters and blankets worth EUR 600,000 to nearly 3,900 displaced families living under tents throughout the Afghan capital. 

Meanwhile, in Nangarhar province, Pajhwok Afghan News reports that 474 families that were recently deported from Pakistan 

received food items and warm clothing from the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS). The article also detailed the distribution of 422 

tonnes of wheat to 3,000 families in Samangan province. Each family received 450 kg of wheat. 

The Guardian details a booming business in forged documents, which are reportedly used to help smuggle Afghans into Europe and 

Australia. The documents include falsified marriage certificates and employment-related materials as well as more expensive items 

such as forged passports and invented death letters from the Taliban, which could be used as part of an asylum application. The most 

expensive package of documents costs USD 20,000. Most of the asylum seekers are, according to the article, young males. According 

to Afghan government statistics cited by The Guardian, 50,000 Afghans are believed to enter Greece illegally every year. In a related 

story, The Daily Telegraph reports that the number of Afghans applying for official political asylum abroad in the first 11 months of 

2011 was 30,000, up 25% from 2010. According to the article, Afghans are seeking work and are concerned about what will happen to 

Afghanistan as foreign troops reduce their numbers.   

 

 

Infrastructure                                              Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

 

yed Naveed Qamar, Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Water and Power, and Omar Zakhilwal, the Afghan Minister of Finance, met 

to review bilateral energy projects, reports the Pakistani International News Network. The ministers discussed the status of the 

Central Asia South Asia Electricity Trade and Transmission Project (CASA-1000). According to the article, the CASA-1000 

involves the establishment of a dedicated 1,300 megawatt (MW) power line that would supply Pakistan, via Afghanistan, with surplus 

energy generated in the summer by Tajik and Kyrgyz hydro-electric plants. The CASA-1000 project is expected to be finished in 2016 

at an estimated cost of USD 873 million. The preparatory phase of the project will be funded by the World Bank, the International 

Finance Corporation (IFC), the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) and the United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID). In addition, the Afghan and Pakistani minister discussed potential future projects, including one which would enable 

T 

S 

DECEMBER 2011 BONN CONFERENCE PAGE ON CIMICWEB 
  

The Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) developed a unique web page focused upon 

the Second International Bonn Conference on Afghanistan at its CimicWeb portal. 

While the conference is now complete, this page continues to feature open-source 

information from relevant organisations and think tanks alongside a chronological 

listing of documents from past events such as the July 2010 Kabul Conference on 

Afghanistan. It also includes documents which emerged during the course of the 

Second Bonn Conference itself. For further information on this page, contact the 

CFC at Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5g1B1pmXlklNUzvwA5_TR61arl8EA?docId=81e930fa26a5411a955b125e329e7198
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-hekmatyartre80m0tq-20120123,0,5292410.story
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/18/world/asia/after-years-of-decline-polio-cases-in-afghanistan-rise.html?_r=1&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/18/afghanistan-snow-idUSL3E8CI4LX20120118
https://www.cimicweb.org/Pages/CFCAfghanistanReports.aspx
http://bakhtarnews.com.af/eng/social/item/838-families-living-under-tents-receive-aids-in-kabul.html
http://morr.gov.af/en
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-01-17%20Hundreds%20of%20Families.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/lang/en/pid/1
http://arcs.org.af/en
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Samangan.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/18/afghanistan-people-smugglers-taliban-europe
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/9030969/Afghan-asylum-seekers-at-highest-numbers-for-a-decade.html
http://www.onlinenews.com.pk/details.php?id=188265
http://www.forum-adb.org/inner.php?sec=13&ref=extras&id=141
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www1.ifc.org/
http://www.isdb.org/irj/portal/anonymous
http://www.usaid.gov/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Pages/Bonn_Conference_2011.aspx
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 January 2012  Page 4 
 

Pakistan to import electricity from Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan through Afghanistan, as well as hydropower projects currently in 

progress on the Kunar and Kabul rivers. (See the CFC thematic report on “Afghanistan’s Transboundary Water Resources: Regional 

Dimensions” for further information on this topic.) 

The Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (MCIT) has announced that the first Afghan satellite will be launched in 

2013, reports Outlook Afghanistan. In addition to providing 3G wireless internet services, the satellite will reduce transmission costs 

for TV channels and radio stations and enhance the quality of their transmissions. A yet-undisclosed foreign company will be 

responsible for launching the satellite under an agreement signed with the ministry. The 3G technology will be linked to the planned 

distribution of computerised identity cards across Afghanistan. Furthermore, Tolo News reported that the MCIT will soon release the 

names of the telecommunication companies that will provide 3G services.  

The Asian Development Bank (ADB)’s Country Director, Robert Gordon, and Afghanistan’s Finance Minister signed a USD 75.4 

million agreement to fund the installation of the third turbine at the Greshk Dam in Helmand province, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. 

Of the total funding, USD 40 million will be provided by the ADB and USD 20 million by the United Kingdom; the remaining USD 

15.4 million has been allocated by the Danish government. The project will be implemented with the support of Da Afghanistan 

Breshna Sherkat (DABS), Afghanistan’s state-owned utilities company. According to DABS, the installation of the third turbine, 

which is estimated to require two years, will increase the dam’s electricity output from 1.2 MW to 4.5 MW.    

In addition, a number of individual infrastructure developments, which are summarised below, were reported by the media during the 

course of the last week. 

a. According to Khaleej Times, the United Arab Emirates will set up a renewable energy project in Afghanistan. The project will 

provide eight isolated villages with solar-powered home appliances.  

b. USAID handed over an integrated waste management project in Paktika province to officials in the Sharana municipal government, 

reports a USAID press release. The project, which was launched in 2010, included the provision of dump trucks, the hiring of 

cleaning crews, the installation of 70 trash bins across the municipality and the purchase of equipment for a municipal landfill.  

c. The Afghan government has pledged USD 15 million for the renovation of a fertiliser production plant in Kod-o Barq in Balkh 

province, reports Tolo News. Due to problems with the gas pressure, the plant’s production has decreased significantly.  

d. Forty schools and four major roads will be constructed across Nuristan province, reports Pajhwok. The projects will be funded by 

the Ministry of Public Works (MoPW), the Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) and international development agencies.  

  

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org                                         

 

our French soldiers who were engaged in a training mission were shot dead by an Afghan National Army (ANA) soldier in 

Kapisa province on 19 January, the BBC reports. Sixteen other French soldiers were injured in the incident; the suspect has 

reportedly been arrested. French President Nicolas Sarkozy has suspended the training programme for French soldiers in 

Afghanistan, and French Defence Minister Gerard Longuet has been tasked with investigating the circumstances surrounding the 

shooting. President Sarkozy has raised the prospect of an early withdrawal of all French troops if “security conditions were not re-

established,” reports the BBC. 

In a related story, attacks by Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) against NATO troops are on the rise, according to The New 

York Times. This trend is demonstrated by the increasing number of instances in which ANSF members have opened fire on NATO 

forces who are fighting beside and training the ANSF. 

A tribal leader was shot dead while praying in a mosque in Kandahar on 

Tuesday, 17 January, United Press International reported. Gunmen entered the 

mosque and shot Mohammad Nahim Agha Mama, the provincial governor’s 

office said in a statement which was cited by Khaama Press. Taliban 

spokesman Qari Yusuf Ahmad claimed responsibility for the attack. Also in 

Kandahar, on 15 January, two people who were planting mines on a road in the 

Maiwand district were killed when one of their devices blew up prematurely, 

according to Bahktar News Agency. Zulmay Ayoubi, the Kandahar governor’s 

spokesman, said the two had implanted eight mines when the explosion 

occurred; Ayoubi said the other devices were subsequently cleared from the 

roadway. 

A leader of the Haqqani Network was captured in Khost province on 17 

January as his group was planting a roadside bomb, according to Tolo News. 

Security forces witnessed the group planting the bomb and called in an 

airstrike; the strike killed two, and three others were detained.  Additionally, 

Tolo News reports that a joint operation involving Afghan and NATO forces 
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resulted in the capture of a Taliban leader in the Panjwayi district of Kandahar on 18 January. The Taliban leader had reportedly 

conducted direct-fire attacks targeting Afghan security forces and planted roadside bombs throughout another district. Other suspected 

insurgents were detained during the operation.  

Two major attacks in Helmand province were reported this past week. During the first attack, a suicide bomber detonated his 

explosive-laden motorcycle in a bazaar in the Kajaki district of Helmand province on 18 January, killing 14 people, including three 

policemen, and injuring 23 others, according to Pajhwok. The second attack, which occurred in Helmand’s Nad-e Ali district, targeted 

an official with the National Directorate of Security (NDS), who was killed along with two colleagues and a provincial council 

member. The Taliban claimed responsibility for the second attack but, according to available reports, had not publicly claimed 

responsibility for the first. 

A suicide bomber killed seven people and injured eight others near the entrance to Kandahar airport on 19 January, Tolo News 

reported. NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) has a large presence at the airport, though no ISAF personnel were 

killed or injured in the attack. A local security official said the dead included three civilians and a child. A Taliban spokesman 

subsequently claimed responsibility. 

Sixteen insurgents were killed and 10 were taken into custody as part of operations conducted by Afghan and ISAF forces this past 

week, according to Tolo News. An Afghan Ministry of Interior (MoI) statement cited by Tolo News says the operations took place 

across central and southern Afghanistan. The Afghan and ISAF forces also seized small arms and ammunition as well as 200 kg of 

opium and a vehicle, the statement said. 

An Associated Press article says that an American military helicopter crashed in Helmand on 19 January, killing all six US Marines on 

board. A source in the US Department of Defense (DoD) says there was no indication that the crash resulted from enemy action.  
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akhtar News Agency reports that the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Ministry of Education (MoE) signed a 

USD 55.7 million agreement. The UNICEF funds will support education-related capacity building programmes and the 

construction or rehabilitation of 2,500 schools. Other priorities specified in the agreement include increasing the number of 

female teachers and enhancing the professional skills of 6,000 teachers. In related news, Pajhwok Afghan News reports that 

construction of 40 schools has been completed in nine districts of Wardak province at a cost of USD 2 million, which was provided by 

the World Bank. Wardak Governor Muhammad Haleem Fidayee urged the Afghan MoE to build 30 more schools and to provide other 

forms of support to education in the province. The Minister of Education responded to the governor’s request, indicating that it would 

be fulfilled during this coming year.  

According to an article in Forbes, Afghan women have made great strides over the past ten years but still have a long way to go to 

gain and protect their rights. The article cites recent surveys of Afghans which show that there is increased support for girls’ education 

but reduced support for women working outside of the home. The article says that, despite such challenges, advances have been made 

in improving women’s economic position through education, small-scale entrepreneurial opportunities and “peer-to-peer” training 

programmes. 

Pajhwok says the first of seven air pollution gauges has been installed in Kabul by the Afghan government’s National Environmental 

Protection Agency (NEPA). The gauge, which cost USD 302,000 and was designed by an Austrian company, can detect the levels of a 

variety of harmful gases, including ozone, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and nitrogen dioxide. In other health-related news, 

officials from the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) in Kandahar set fire to 12 tonnes of expired food items, according to Bakhtar, 

Officials had operated a four-day investigation of local shops, looking for and confiscating expired food items. 

Pajhwok says a 20-bed maternity home funded the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (MRRD) has been inaugurated 

in the Mirbacha Kot district of Kabul. The maternity home will serve four districts that did not previously have access to a maternity 

home. According to an official cited in the article, 20% of the cost of the construction was provided by local residents. Also in Kabul, 

a health project costing USD 3 million was inaugurated at the Dashti Barchi Hospital, according to Bakhtar. The project will improve 

health services, in part by providing medicine and equipment to 44 different health centres. The programme was funded by the World 

Bank and the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

An outbreak of a mysterious disease, which some local doctors and officials believe to be chicken pox, has occurred in remote areas of 

Ghor province, as detailed by Pajhwok. The disease has reportedly killed 13 children and left many more ill in the province. Twelve of 

the deaths occurred in the area of Faiq, which does not have a medical clinic.  
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 “Collective Identities, Institutions, Security and State Building in Afghanistan”, in The Impact of Gender Quotas, Oxford 

University Press, January 2012, by Anna Larson. 

 Power Struggle Over Afghanistan: An Inside Look at What Went Wrong--And What We Can Do to Repair the Damage, 

Skyhorse Publishing, January 2012, by Kai Eide. 

 “Security Sector Governance in Pakistan: Progress, But Many Challenges Persist”, SSR Issue Paper, Centre for International 

Governance Innovation (CIGI), January 2012, by C. Christine Fair. 

 “Consolidated Appeal for Afghanistan 2012”, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-

OCHA), December 2011. 

The readings and resources above were brought to the attention of the CFC’s Afghanistan Team during the course of the past several weeks. The CFC does not 

endorse any of these documents or their content. If you would like to recommend a report or website for this section of the “Afghanistan Review”, please send the 

file or reference to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC welcomes all recommendations but is not obliged to print them. 

 
 

 

 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all 

deploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on the following dates: 26-31 MAR, 02-07 APR 

and 18-23 JUN. Participants will be enrolled on a first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of 

Agriculture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further information. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the 

“Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 
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