
 

RESPONSE TO IVORIAN REFUGEE CRISIS IN LIBERIA 

Weekly Sitrep No 9 :  26 March - 2 April 2011 

Visits 

United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos, was in Liberia 
between 1-3 April. She visited the refugee 
influx area in Toe Town, Grand Gedeh 
County, on 2 April, where she interacted 
with both refugees and members of the host     
community. She was accompanied to the 
field by UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General, Ellen Margrethe Løj,    
Government and UN officials. 

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, Hilde 
Johnson, visited refugee sites throughout 
Nimba and Grand Gedeh Counties during the 
week.  
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HIGHLIGHTS AND SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 

According to UNHCR, an estimated 125,266 Ivorian refugees have arrived in Liberia since November 2010. Some 
81,540 Ivorian refugees had been registered under a rapid emergency registration process conducted between 
24 February and 1 April 2011. However, this figure may include more than one registration as a result of          
movement of some refugees between Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire. So far, 43,726 refugees have been individually 
registered.   

It is estimated that close to 14,000 Ivorians crossed into Liberia’s south eastern Grand Gedeh County between 
21 and 31 March as a result of increased fighting in Côte d’Ivoire which shifted toward the south of the country 
and to the commercial capital Abidjan. On 30 March, some 2,000 Ivorian refugees crossed into Grand Gedeh 
through the Tempo border point. Most of the refugees are in Tanzon, Gbarzon and Tchein districts. There are 
now more than 30,000 Ivorian refugees in Grand Gedeh.   

Some 200 Ivorians crossed into Loguato in eastern Nimba County in the past week. However, there is a  general 
decrease in movement along the border in Nimba County 

 
Response to refugee influx in Grand Gedeh: 
 

Additional staff have been deployed to Grand Gedeh County. 17 additional registration officers have been      
recruited and deployed to assist with the rapid registration process. 

Several public buildings (except schools) have been made accessible by Government of Liberia, County            
Administration and community officials to serve as temporary accommodation for refugees. Additional tents 
have also been transported to Grand Gedeh County. 

High energy biscuits are being distributed to refugees in Grand Gedeh, while mobile health clinics are being    
organized by MSF-H. 

Refugees have used boats at many border crossing points to 
enter Liberia 
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 HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

Food remains the number one priority for refugees and host communities. There continues to be the urgent 
need to provide health, water and sanitation, and protection assistance to refugees.  
UN and aid agencies have highlighted the need to bolster efforts to improve road and bridge conditions ahead 
of the onset of the rainy season in Liberia.  

 
RESPONSE AND COORDINATION 

Protection 

Border monitors indicate that many Ivorian refugees are reportedly waiting on the Ivorian side of the Cavalla 
river to cross over into Liberia. ICRC reported that an estimated 
3,000 people who were already in Tempo Town requested to be 
moved from the border after hearing gunshots across the border in 
Côte d’Ivoire. 

IOM transported Malian nationals (10 families / 16 individuals) 
from Toe Town to Saclepea in preparation for return to their    
country of origin. 

EQUIP reported eight cases of SGBV in the host communities,    
including one that took place in Ivory Coast. These incidents were 
documented and referred for appropriate medical and legal        
services. SBGV referral and reporting methodologies are currently 
being harmonized.  

UNHCR convened a workshop in Saclepea on 28-29 March on “best 
interest determination” (BID) for Governmental and other           
implementing partners involved in child protection. Participants 
included: Save the Children UK, SEARCH, EQUIP, LRRRC, Ministry of 
Health and Social Welfare, Ministry of Gender and Development, Ministry of Justice, Police (children and 
women section), Smile Africa International and UNICEF. The objective of the workshop was to increase knowl-
edge on the principles, standards and procedures of BID for children at risk. 

 
Food Security and Nutrition 

The second cycle of food distribution on the Gborplay axis remained suspended owing to a broken bridge in 
Zorgowee.  It will resume as soon as the rehabilitation of the 
bridge is    complete. 

General food distribution (1 month ration) is expected to 
commence in Bahn camp on 2 April; in B’hai Nicko, Goyeazon,    
refugees requested tools to start cultivation. The community 
has already provided land.  

FAO is supporting the food production needs of 86 refugee 
households in Bahn camp through the distribution of vegeta-
ble and short cycle crop production kits. The distribution took 
place on 30 - 31 March.  

In Nimba (Northern Logatuao axes), the Liberian Red Cross 
with support from ICRC distributed agricultural tools (files, 
cutlasses, rubber boots, axes, shovels, hoes, diggers) to thousand farmers in 20 host communities in prepara-
tion of the distribution of seed rice. 

 
Shelter 

The voluntary relocation of refugees to the Bahn Camp continues. A total of 122 refugees from New Yorpea 
were transferred on 31 March and 1 April, while 135 refugees from Karnplay were transported to Bahn on         
1 April. As of 1 April, there were 2,929 refugees, including 85 spontaneous refugee arrivals at the Bahn Refugee 
Camp. 

Emergency pitching of tents in the Ziah Town centre in Grand Gedeh is underway to accommodate refugees , 
while the clearing of the Ziah Town transit centre is ongoing. Currently 93 people are accommodated in 12 
tents. 

Plot demarcation is ongoing in Bahn Refugee Camp with a total of 108 plots marked. Stockpiling of materials 
and packaging of shelter kits (tools) continued, with 100 kits now ready for allocation to families to construct  
their own shelters. Refugees have submitted a list of households ready to construct their own shelters as well 
as lists of skilled workers.  
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In Grand Gedeh, a majority of the refugees are 

women and children. Many have fled fighting and 

walked for several days before arriving in Liberia 

FAO has provided seeds and short cycle crop  production kits 



  
Health 

Liberia has completed a five-day national polio immunization campaign targeting 900,925 children under 5 
years old, including 12,250 refugee children. The second round of immunization integrated with yellow fever 
vaccines for the same age group will take place between 22-25 April in the Counties hosting refugee  
populations.  

WHO has donated two interagency health kits ( each kit provides for 10,000 people for 3 months) to the  
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to be used by the NGO Merlin to assist refugees and host communities 
in Grand Gedeh County. 

UNFPA has delivered Reproductive Health (RH) kits to the County Health Teams in Nimba and Grand Gedeh 
Counties to assist refugees and host communities. UNFPA is also mobilizing dignity kits for approximately 
5,000 refugees in Nimba County.  

A total of 3,417 outpatient consultations were conducted in Nimba County. Out of this total, 60% were       
refugees. 380 consultations were conducted at the Bahn Refugee Camp. In Grand Gedeh County, health     
services are being provided through the existing public health facilities and at the Toe Town transit site.  

Following the UNICEF supported PMTCT/ART trainings undertaken in February, three teams of clinical mentors 
were deployed to Nimba by the National Aids and STI Control Programme (NACP) to provide on-site            
mentoring and supervision of quality service delivery at health centres and hospitals (Bahn Health Centre, G. 
W. Harley Hospital, Karnplay Health Centre, Jackson F. Doe Hospital, Saclepea Health Centre, and Ganta 
United Methodist Hospital).  Mobile ART services were delivered by the NACP in Beolooya with support from 
UNICEF and implementing partners (IRC and Equip) and the Nimba County Health Team.  

The HIV audio-visual mobile van reached Gborplay and Beoyoolar in Nimba County on 30 March; 140 people 
(refugees and host population) participated in sessions on basic knowledge of HIV and prevention methods, 
including distribution of condoms.  

 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

In response to the refugee influx in Grand Gedeh the following was achieved during the reporting period:  

Zleh Town axis: the Red Cross movement completed 5 hand pump repairs 

Janzon Town axis: Solidarities International and Oxfam GB have commenced water trucking and         
emergency trench latrine construction in Janzon and Biwaydee districts. 

Garley Town axis: the Red Cross movement completed 1 hand pump repair 

Tempo axis: CWW have started WASH NFI distribution  

UNICEF has supplied 70,520 bars of soap and 1,500 jerry-cans to partners working on the Toe Town and     
Janzon axes in Grand Gedeh County, while small treated water supply systems have become operational at 
transit centres and way stations in Zorgawee and New Yorpea in Nimba.  

At Bahn Refugee Camp, treated water production is 63.5m3/day.  

Water quality monitoring in the field is ongoing. Samples from small water systems in Bahn and Karnplay have 
been collected for chemical analysis at the MoH laboratory in Monrovia, and at a laboratory in Senegal.  

In Nimba, the Red Cross Movement water purification and distribution unit in Buutuo provided on average 
35,000 liters of water per day to up to 15,000 refugees and residents. 

 
 
Education 

As of 27 March, 608 children were attending school at Bahn     Refugee Camp.  Classes are taking place in the 
Child Friendly Space, as Save the Children continues repairs of the 
storm damaged roof of the school. 1,060 refugee children are 
attending school in the 15 designated host communities. Classes 
are being conducted after the Liberian school timetable ends or in  
separate classrooms. IRC reported low school attendance rate in 
refugee classes. Some parents have attributed this to the lack of 
food as they had not received their rations. 

Seventy secondary school children have been registered at Bahn 
Refugee Camp. UNICEF has distributed more supplies to its part-
ners this week, including tents for temporary learning spaces, 82 
Early Childhood Development kits, 90 recreation kits, and 164 
School in a box kits, each cater to 80 primary school-age children. 
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Classes for refugee students are conducted in French 



 
CHALLENGES 

Roads and bridges are in extremely poor condition and have already hampered aid assistance, and refugee      
relocation.  

Urgent funding is required to be able to respond effectively and immediately to the needs of refugees.  
 
 
FUNDING  

According to the Financial Tracking System (FST) as of 25 March 2011, US$ 38,334,626 has been committed to 
the US$ 146 million Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan for Liberia (EHAP). 
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REGULAR  COORDINATION MEETINGS – MONROVIA  
 

1. Humanitarian Action Committee (HAC): every Thursday, 11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

Venue: Jordan Ryan Conference Room, Bryant building, Mamba Point (opposite UNICEF).  
Contact: Nyenetue Romeo Bloh, HCSO, UNMIL.   Email: bloh@un.org.  Mobile: 05319860 
 

2.     Operations Coordination Meeting: every Friday, 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Venue:  UNHCR Conference Room, Mamba Point (opposite US Embassy Gate 3) 
Contact: Dokie Nah, UNHCR     Email: Nahd@unhcr.org Mobile:06870817 
 

3. Sectoral meetings  

The Interagency Coordination Meeting, led by LRRRC and UNHCR, have been moved from Ganta to  
Sanniquellie.  It meets every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

Weekly sectoral meetings: Education (led by MOE) every Tuesday in Saniquellie; Protection sector (led by 
UNHCR) every Wednesday at UNHCR in Saclepea; Health and WASH sector (led by the County Health Team) 
every Wednesday in Sanniquellie. New sub-sector working group on child protection and SGBV, meets every 
Wednesday in Saclepea. 

 

CONTACTS 

1. For submissions to this sitrep, and general information: Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office: Manzoor Khoso.  
Email: khoso@un.org.  Mobile: 05319901 

2. UNHCR: Sulaiman Momodu (Communications Officer)  Email: Momodu@unhcr.org   Mobile: 06 493862  

3. UNICEF: Miraj Pradhan (Communication Officer)            Email: mpradhan@unicef.org        Mobile: 06282074  

4. WFP: Aaron Sleh                Email: aaron.sleh@wfp.org          Mobile:076500248 

5. WHO: Dr. Clement Peter              Email:clementp@lr.afro.who.int  

6. LRRRC: Edward Kemokai                                                                                                                    Mobile: 06-670822 

ASSESSMENTS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE 
 

1. UNICEF, with government and partners, is currently visiting nutrition sites in Nimba to review field implementa-
tion, and conducting needs assessment in Grand Gedeh.  

2. UNHCR Team, carried an Assessment Mission of Camp and Transit Center around Fish Town (River Gee) and 
Little Wlebo (Maryland) on 29-30 March 2011 

3. Website of the United Nations in Liberia: www.unliberia.org  

4. UNHCR Information Portal:    info.unhcr.org/liberia  
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