
 
 
HRD Update 
The 2012 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) covering the first half of the year was launched on 19 January. 
The document identifies emergency requirements in the food and non-food sectors based on the findings of the joint 
meher/deyr multi-sectoral assessment conducted in November and December 2011, as well as government early warning 
information. In the first half of 2012, some 3.2 million people will require relief food assistance nationwide. The regions 
with the highest requirements are Somali and Oromia, with 1.1 million (34.4 per cent) and 1 million (33.7 per cent) 
beneficiaries respectively. Overall, some US$168.7 million will be required, including 365,612 MT of food (estimated at 
$122.3 million) and $46.4 million in non-food assistance. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@gmail.com  
 
Food Assistance Update 
As of 18 January, the eighth round of relief food dispatches, targeting 3.1 million people, stood at 92 per cent, including 79 
per cent dispatched to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operations (JEOP); 96 per cent 
dispatched through WFP’s Hubs-and-Spokes programme in Somali Region; and 100 per cent to areas covered by the 
Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS). Meanwhile, relief food dispatches for an exceptional 
ninth round in Somali Region stood at 12 per cent as of 10 January. This round targets 1.4 million people in the region 
and is intended to cover the gap until the start of the first round in 2012 based on the new HRD figures. For more 
information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Health Update 
New suspected cases of measles continue to be reported from the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples (SNNP) 
region, with 68 new cases reported from Keffa and Gamo Gofa zones. As in previous weeks, the highest number of 
reports (66 per cent) came from Gesha woreda of Keffa zone. Experts from the Public Health Emergency Management 
centre at the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI/PHEM) and health partners continue to support 
case management, enhance routine vaccination and strengthen surveillance in affected areas. These three strategies 
have been implemented since the onset of the outbreak in all affected woredas of SNNPR. To systematically prevent new 
outbreaks, a plan has been submitted to the Ministry of Health to conduct a non-selective mass measles vaccination 
campaign for children between the ages of 6 months and 14 years in the affected woredas. The team of experts has also 
recommended the continued enhancement of routine immunization, active case search, effective case management and 
the strengthening of social mobilization activities.   
 
In Gambella region, reported cases of malaria are showing a declining trend, with the outbreak restricted to Abobo woreda 
of Agnuak zone. Despite the decline, the situation in the region requires continued malaria prevention and control 
measures by the Regional Health Bureau and health partners.  
 
Following suspected cases of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) reported from Dollo Ado town, Somali Region, the 
Government launched an investigation in collaboration with WHO and other UN and NGO partners. Two of the five 
reported cases were found to be true AFP cases, and efforts are currently underway to actively search for additional 
cases and to sensitize government and NGO health workers. WHO has recommended sample collection from all 
individuals who came in contact with reported cases, strengthening surveillance and completing the Somali Region’s anti-
polio campaign. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
 
WASH Update 
Water trucking requirements countrywide increased from 69 trucks last week to 71, with needs in Afar (15), Tigray (9), 
Amhara (1), Somali (20) and Oromia (26) regions. Currently, 40 trucks are operational in Elidar (2), Bidu (4), Dubti (1) and 
Erebti (2) woredas of Afar; East Harerge (4), West Harerge (2), West Arsi (1) and Bale (1) zones of Oromia; Afdem (3), 
Ayisha (6), Hadigala (2) and Shinile (2) woredas of Somali; 9 trucks in Tigray and one truck in Amhara regions, leaving a 
gap of 31 trucks. In response to the recurrent water shortages in these drought prone areas, the Government and 
partners continue construction and maintenance of dysfunctional water schemes. In Oromia, UNICEF is currently 
supporting the rehabilitation of one water scheme in East Harerge zone. Over the past week, UNICEF, along with 
partners, deployed two pumps and generators for the development of new boreholes in affected areas in the region. The 
Somali Regional Water Bureau, with support from UNICEF, also continued its regular maintenance of water schemes. Out 
of 287 viable boreholes in the region, 261 (91 per cent) are currently functional. For more information, 
contact:awesterbeek@unicef.org  
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