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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 PERU: 1,690 people affected by rains. More than 560 houses destroyed. 

 BRAZIL: 2,1 million people affected by rains.  38,000 people have evacuated their homes. 

 CHILE: Forest fires are under control, 45,000 hectares were burnt. 

 PARAGUAY & BRAZIL: Drought is affecting agriculture and a 25 per cent decrease in harvest is expected. 
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 

PERU: Some 1,690 people have been affected 

by rains in January 2012; 103 people are in 

need of humanitarian assistance and nearly 566 

houses have been damaged.  Local authorities 

are providing mattresses, blankets, temporary 

roof repairs, kitchen utensils and tools. The most 

affected departments are Arequipa, Apurimac, 

Lima and San Martin.  

Source: National Institute of Civil Defense. 

 

BRAZIL: The current rainy season, which began 

in October 2011, is worsening.  Brazilian 

authorities estimate that 2.1 million people have 

been affected, mostly in the states of Minas 

Gerais and Rio de Janeiro. Some 38,000 people 

have fled their homes, 13 have died and 103 

municipalities are under a state of emergency. 

Authorities in the state of Rio de Janeiro ordered 

4,000 people in the town of Tres Bandas to 

evacuate after a water contention dam flooded 

the community. Similar floods in January 2011 

left 900 people dead in the mountain region of 

Rio de Janeiro. At that time it was estimated 

that 2.6 per cent of the Brazilian population (5 

million people) lives in high risk areas. 

Source: Brazil Civil Defense / Prensa Latina. 

 

The road that dams the Murise River (Minas Gerais) collapsed during 
the floods. © (EFE). 

 

EPIDEMIC 

BOLIVIA: Health authorities declared a state of 

alert and emergency for dengue. It is the type 2 

strain of the virus that is circulating, which is not 

the common type. Since October 2011, five 

people have died from dengue and there have 

been more than 400 confirmed cases and 1,200 

suspected cases. In 2011, there were 5,000 

confirmed cases of dengue.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 
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WILDFIRE 

CHILE: Most of the wildfires in southern Chile, 

which burned 45,000 hectares, are under 

control. The regions of Bio Bio and Maule were 

the most affected.  Local authorities report more 

than 1,600 people affected and 190 houses 

burnt.  Other fires in the National Park of Torres 

de Paines, in the Chilean Patagonia, are also 

under control, which consumed 14,504 hectares.  

Source: National Emergency Office /Ministry of Interior. 

 
Some 45,000 hectares were destroyed by fires. Local authorities 
have the situation under control. ©EFE. 

 

DROUGHT – FOOD INSECURITY 

PARAGUAY: Approximately 40 per cent of corn, 

soybeans and grass of Alto Parana have been 

affected by the lack of rain in the region. This 

year production is expected to drop by 20 per 

cent. Insect plagues have also affected harvests, 

which are expected to yield 7 million tons, as 

opposed to 8.6 tons in 2011.  

Source: Agricultural Coordinator of Paraguay. 

 

BRAZIL: Over the last two months, the states 

of Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina and 

Parana, the main producers of soybeans and 

wheat, have been affected by drought due to 

high temperatures and lack of rain.  Losses 

associated with this drought are estimated at 

US$1.5 billion and nearly 860,000 people have 

been affected.  Approximately 25 per cent of 

soybean production has been lost in the state of 

Rio Grande do Sul.  

Source: Government of Brazil. 

 

COLD WAVE 

GUATEMALA: Last weekend, approximately 750 

people sought refuge in the 21 shelters activated 

for the cold season. In this 2011 – 2012 cold 

season more than 11,300 people have been 

sought refuge from the cold throughout the 

country. The department of Sacatepequez has 

the highest number of people seeking shelter 

from the cold (approximately 25% of the total).    

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction.  

 


