
 

 
Page 1 

KAABONG 

Drought Bulletin 
  

NOVEMBER 
2011 

 

Drought Bulletin 

 

Table of Contents Page 

District Map 1 

Drought Bulletin summary 2 

Vegetation Condition/   Rainfall/ Temperature 3 

Humidity /   Weather forecast 4 

Livestock Body Condition /  Migration / mortality / abortion 5 

Livestock Diseases / animals in the market/ grazing areas 6 

Crops planted/ Crop Condition / Crop Yield 7 

Household water / water sources / time spent / safe water  8 

Malnutrition / type of food /  migration of people 9 

Price of Firewood , Charcoal and Labor/ Terms of Trade 10 

Freedom of Movement / Coping Mechanisms 11 

Seasonal Calendar 12 

 



 

 
Page 2 

   This Drought Bulletin is a representation of 7 parishes in Kaabong District, namely: Lobalangit of Karenga Sub 

County, Lokanayona, Lodiko and Toroi of Loyoro Sub County, Kasimeri of Sidok Sub County, Lolelia of Lolelia Sub 

County and  Lokolia of Kaabong Sub County. 

 
November received above normal rains. The FAO assessment draft report revealed that excess rainfall during the 

harvest period interfered with the harvesting of sorghum/pearl millet.There was minimal yellowing and shedding of 

leaves among Desert dates and Neem. Mushrooms and mosses’ appearance should have been sparked off by the 
rains. The prediction from the Meteorological Department mentioned that December will likely receive 
normal (45% of chance) to below normal (35%) rainfall 
  

The livestock body condition remained constant at 90% because nutritious/salty pastures and water were still 

available. There was no livestock migration reported. The time spent by livestock to access grazing areas remained 

constant (1 hour) because most livestock were still at the same locations. The calves’ mortality and abortion rates 

could not be ascertained but the Veterinary Office reports that both should have decreased from to 4% due to ECF 

effects. Livestock diseases show some decrease as a result of some on going treatment within the district, these 

disease included ;Trypanasomiais, Anaplasmosis, East Cost Fever, Foot rot, Worms, Ticks and Mange with no 

incidences of CCPP and CBPP reported. No animals were brought to the markets but a few goats and cattle were 

sourced locally for slaughter purposes.  
 

Borehole usage as the main water source decreased from 96% to 65% due to the high breakage rate during the 

month. The quantity of water fetched at households decreased from 114.1L to 89.5L (16.3L to 

12.8L/person/day)which is still below the recommended threshold of 15L/person/day and this is attributed to the 

drying up of rain fed sources, breakage of boreholes and queuing at boreholes. The time spent to fetch water from 

boreholes increased from 1.2 to 1.6 hours due to mostly long queuing and sharing of boreholes with Livestock.   
 

Mainly Cowpeas were planted during the month while threshing and harvesting of Sorghum, Bull rush and 

Sunflower was still ongoing. Charcoal prices remained constant at 5,000 UGX per basin due to the festive season’s 

demand while firewood prices could not be ascertained. The Terms of Trade for Bull/Sorghum and 

Charcoal/Sorghum increased while Labor/Sorghum remained constant due to reduced Sorghum prices.This implies 

that the Pastoralist and Charcoal selling communities are in position to purchase unit of food from the unit sale of 

their proceed. Households consumed mainly Maize, Sorghum and Pumpkins accompanied by Wild 

fruits/leaves/game, Meat, Beans and Cowpeas as a result of the on going harvests. Due to reduced food stocks among 

some households that had not harvested, coping strategies like borrowing food on credit from another household, 

reducing number of meals per day, rely on gifts of food, begging for food, consume less expensive cereals and relying 

on hunting for food were reported.  

 
Households freely moved during day with 99% of households not moving freely at night due to continuous 
threats of insecurity and thieves across the district. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
LIVESTOCK SECTOR 

 Kathile farmers are urged to relocate 

to the plains so as to access better 

pasture for their livestock. 

 Farmers urged to control 

Trypanasomiasis by spraying livestock 

using Tsetse tick and Taktic. 

 

AGRICULTURE SECTOR 

 Farmers are encouraged to properly clean, dry and treat 

their grains with local storage chemicals like Neem, 

wood ash, Mexican marygold (Eureree) after threshing. 

  Farmers are urged to control storage pests by ensuring 

proper hygiene so as to avoid losses. 

 Farmers are discouraged from burning husks, they 

should be spread in the nearby fields/gardens. 

 

Drought Bulletin summary for the Month of NOVEMBER 2011 
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  Vegetation Condition 

Observation %HH 

Desert dates (Ekoteete) becoming yellow 0 

Neem Tree becoming yellow 3 

Desert dates (Ekoteete) shedding leaves 1 

Neem Tree shedding leaves 1 

Mosses and mushrooms are appearing 19 

 

 

 

 

 

  Rainfall 

Temperature 

 

There was no information on 
Temperature for the month of 
November due to technical faults at 
the Automatic Weather Station 

According to satellite imageries, 
November received heavy rains in the 
first two dekads of the month 
compared to last month with the 
highest peak of 71mm received in 
dekad 31. 
 

Source: FEWSNET 
 

There was minimal yellowing and 
shedding of leaves among Desert dates 
and Neem. Mushrooms and mosses 
appearance were sparked off by the 
rains experienced within the month.  
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  Humidity 

  Weather forecast 

There was no information on 
Humidity for November due to 
technical faults at the Automatic 
Weather Station.  
 
 

 

Rainfall Forecast: Valid 1 – 31 December 2011  
There are high chances for near normal conditions over several parts of Kaabong district with the 
probabilities as below:-  
 
 

 
 
It should be however noted that La Niña conditions strengthened across the tropical Pacific Basin 
during November and are likely to peak during December and last at least until the end of March 
2012.  
It is important to note that the Department of Meteorology is closely monitoring the development 
of the evolving La Niña conditions and once these conditions become more pronounced, the 
Department will issue an update accordingly. 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Livestock Migration 

  Calves mortality / abortion (%) 

 

 

 

 

 

There was no livestock migration reported in November. Animal are still in their previous 
locations; Sidok, Lomusian, Kathile, Kalapata, Kapedo. 
 

The livestock body condition remained 
constant because the nutritious/salty 
pastures and water for livestock were 
still available. The 800 cases of 
Trypanasomiasis treated by Veterinary 
Department also helped to improve the 
Livestock Body Condition. 
 

Note: In Kathile, the livestock body 
condition is deteriorating due to 
pastures depletion and muddy Kraal 
conditions as a result of farmers 
refusing to relocate to salty grass areas.  
 

The Calves’ mortality and abortion 
rates could not be ascertained for 
November, however according to the 
District Veterinary Office, the mortality 
rate is estimated at about 4% due to the 
effects of East Cost Fever as a result of 
the rains in the district 
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  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals affected Location No. of animals affected 

Anaplasmosis Cattle All Kraals 8 
Foot rot Sheep, Goats All Kraals 2578 
Abscess Calves All Kraals 3 
Ticks Goats, Cattle All Kraals All animals 
Worms Calves, kids and lambs All Kraals 1544 
ECF Cattle All Kraals 56 
Trypanasomiasis Cattle Sidok 1239 
Mange Goats, Sheep All Kraals 1476 

 

  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 0 Bull calves 0 

Cows 0 Heifer 0 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas 

 

 

 

 

Incidences of Anaplasmosis, Foot rot, East Cost Fever, Mange, Orf, Calf scours are reducing with no 
reports of CCPP and CBPP due to the onset of the dry season which does not favour germ 
multiplication.  
Though treatment of Trypanasomiasis was conducted in the district, cases have increased mostly in 
Sidok Sub County since its a bushy and wet belt with high tsetse flies populations. 

There are no animals in the market for sale because people have enough food. The few goats and 
cattle on sale are for slaughter purposes in Butchers. 

The time spent by livestock to 
access grazing land remained 
constant because most 
animals were still at their 
previous locations and as well 
pastures and water were still 
available. 
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  Type of crops planted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Yield 

The FAO assessment draft report revealed that excess rainfall during the harvest period 
interfered with the harvesting of sorghum/pearl millet. The total grain production by Middle 
households showed that the performance of Kaabong in 2011 is more or less similar to 2010. 
 

Source: FAO HEA Presentation. 

No major crop planting was seen in 
this period however threshing and 
harvesting of Sorghum, Bull rush and 
Sunflower is ongoing.  

There was cowpeas’ planting. 
Vegetable planting is expected to 
take place around water points in 
December.  
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household (Litres) 
October 2011 November 2011 

114.1 89.5 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Borehole usage decreased from 
96% in October to 65% in 
November due to breakage of some 
boreholes.  
 
 

No water quality assessment was done in November. 

Safe water points 

The daily household quantity of water fetched decreased due to the drying up of rainfed sources, 
borehole breakage rate and long queuing at boreholes. This implies that each household member 
has 12.8L/day, which is still below the minimum threshold of 15L/person/day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The time spent to fetch water from 
boreholes increased from 1.2 to 
1.6 hours because there was long 
queuing in the few boreholes since 
most of them had broken down, 
also there was sharing of 
boreholes with livestock. 
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Type of Food Eaten 

Incidence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated 
October 2011 November 2011 

0 5 

 

 
 

There was no information on the GAM and SAM rates for the month of November. 
 

Household consumed mostly 
Maize, Sorghum and Pumpkins 
which were accompanied by 
Wild fruits/leaves/game, Meat, 
Beans and Cowpeas.  
 
The consumption of these 
especially fresh foods is 
attributed to the ongoing 
harvests by most households. 

There were no migrations of people out of their Sub Counties / district except for relocation of 
some households to new settlement sites as depicted from the table above. 
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Terms of Trade 

 

 

 

 

 

Price of Firewood and Charcoal (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Firewood prices could not be 
ascertained but prices are likely to 
reduce in December due to the 
reduction or no rain. Charcoal prices 
remained constant at 5,000 UGX per 
basin due to the festive season’s 
demand. Prices are likely to remain the 
same in December because of the 
festive season. 

Prices of casual labor 
decreased from 3,000 UGX to 
2,307 UGX due to the fact that 
most agricultural activities 
were almost complete and thus 
no or little demand for the 
labour force.  
 

The Terms of Trade for Bull/Sorghum 

increased due to reducing Sorghum 

prices and increased Bull prices. 
Sorghum prices decreased from 
60,000 UGX to 50,000 UGX due to 
the stabilizing effect of the on going 
harvests. Bull prices could not be 
ascertained but according to the 
District Agriculture Office, prices 
increased from 750,000 UGX to 
800,000 UGX because the demand 
is high and as well animals are 
healthy. Charcoal/Sorghum ratio 
increased while Labor/Sorghum 
remained constant and this implies 
that labor dependant households 
had inadequate money to purchase 
food for their families. 
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coping Mechanisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The security situation was calm. All 
households freely moved during day 
with 99% of households not moving 
freely at night due to the insecurity 
threat and thieves across the districts. 

Due to reduced food stocks in households that had not harvested, coping mechanisms such as 
borrowing food on credit from another household, reducing number of meals per day, rely on 
gifts of food, begging for food, consume less expensive cereals and relying on hunting for food, 
were mostly reported. Note that there was a general increase in the employment of the above 
strategies because of the cultural practices during harvesting season. Food distribution under 
Food For Work and Extremely Vulnerable Individuals also took place all over the District. 
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Seasonal Calendar 

 
 

 
 

 
 


