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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: 811,240 people affected by the second cold wave of 2011. 

 BOLIVIA. Seven departments affected by rain and hailstorms.  Two people have died. 

 COLOMBIA: Some 700,000 people in the city of Cucuta were affected by an oil spill.  
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RAIN - FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Rains affected some 811,240 

people and caused 148 deaths during the period 

of 1 September to 16 December 2011. The 

departments of Magdalena, Cesar, Chocó and 

Córdoba received a double impact from flooding 

and effects of the armed conflict.  During the 

last two weeks, seven of the 21 dams in affected 

areas have overflowed. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

COSTA RICA: In the last week, close to 1,030 

people were evacuated from the Northern and 

Caribbean areas due to heavy rains. Evacuees 

were housed in 12 emergency shelters. The 

most affected area is the canton of Sarapiquí in 

the province of Heredia 

Source: National Emergency Commission (CEN). 

 

BOLIVIA: Seven departments were affected by 

rain and hail. The municipality of Guayaramerín, 

in the department of Beni, was declared under a 

state of emergency after 10 hours of rain. In the 

department of Potosi, hail damaged 80 percent 

of the houses in 11 communities. Two people 

died in Santa Cruz due to flooding. Authorities 

announced that 20 municipalities are currently 

affected by the rainy season. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 

OIL SPILL 

COLOMBIA: On 12 December, an oil spill 

affected the water intakes supplying 700,000 

people in the city of the Cucuta and surrounding 

areas (North of the Santander department). A 

sanitary and environmental emergency was 

declared.  Ecopetrol, the oil company, collected 

oil at control points and cleaned the affected 

areas. Health authorities have implemented 

contingency plans, and have taken measures to 

optimize water use in health centers. 

Source: Pan American Health Organization. 

Some 700,000 people have been affected by an oil spill.  
Authorities are distributing water from trucks. ©PAHO. 
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DROUGHT 

MEXICO: Floods, extreme cold and drought 

have affected over 600,000 families in nine 

states. The most affected states are Oaxaca, 

Durango and Chihuahua, where the food 

situation has become critical. Six million people 

lack access to potable water. Authorities 

continue to deliver water, food, and blankets to 

the affected. 

Source: Secretariat for Social Development. 

 

COLD WAVE 

GUATEMALA: Approximately 1,000 people, 

mainly from the Central and Western highlands, 

sought refuge in 17 official shelters.  Although 

weather conditions have improved slightly, the 

population continues to seek refuge in shelters. 

Source: National Disaster Reduction Coordinator  


