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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 MEXICO: Two deaths and 50 houses damaged from a 6.5 earthquake. 

 MEXICO: Some 900,000 hectares of crops were damaged and 1.7 million farm animals died from drought. 

 GUATEMALA: Some 1,080 people have sought refuge in 16 shelters in response to the cold waves. 
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SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

MEXICO: On 3 December, a 6.5 (Richter scale) 

earthquake killed two people and damaged 

approximately 50 homes. The epicenter was in the 

Guerrero state, 260 Kms South of Mexico City.  The 

quake also left several municipalities without electric 

power. Mexico City suffered a great earthquake on 

September 19, 1985 which left some 6,000 people 

dead. 

Source:  General Coordination, Civil Protection. 

 

The epicenter was 59 km in depth, in a populated  zone of the Guerrero 

State, Southwest of Mexico City. ©República/EFE. 

 

COLD WAVE 

GUATEMALA:  

Some 1,080 people affected by the cold wave have 

sought refuge in 16 shelters during December; 

authorities estimate that these shelters host an 

average of 200 people a day during this season.  

Authorities are advising the population to bundle up, 

especially children and elders, to avoid broncho-

respiratory diseases, and protect themselves from the 

cold. 

Source: National Coordination for Disaster Reduction. 

 

DROUGHT – FOOD INSECURITY 

MEXICO: The most severe drought in the last 70 

years is affecting the Northern states of Durango, 

Zacatecas, Chihuahua, Coahuila and San Luis Potosí. 

These states usually receive around 542 mm of water 

annually; however in 2011 they have received only 

308 mm.  Authorities estimate that more than 

600,000 families have been affected. Farmers have 

lost 900,000 hectares of crops, and 1.7 million farm 

animals died this year from lack of water or pastures.  

Authorities have sent water trucks to 1,500 towns, 

food to farmers who have lost their crops, and 

implemented work for money programs.  .  The 

government declared a state of emergency in the 

states of Durango, Zacatecas and Veracruz, where 

temperatures have dropped to -22°C in mountainous 

zones.  Authorities reported seven people dead.  Cold 

fronts bring dry conditions, and when combined with 

the drought, worsen soil condition. This drought is 

related to the La Niña phenomenon. 

Source: Government of Mexico. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

CENTRAL AMERICA: Central America countries have 

asked the international community to fulfill their 

financial commitments to mitigate the effects of the 

climate change.  In the UN Summit on Climate 

Change in Durban, South Africa, Central America 

representatives stated that because of climate change 

the region is now in a condition of high vulnerability. 

Source: United Nations 


