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Summary 
The year 2011 was started with the killings of hundreds of persons including the killings 
of high profile personalities, the governor of a province and a federal minister of 
minority affairs, by the extremist religious groups who seeped in to the law enforcement 
agencies. The arrest of one Christian lady, Aasia Bibi, on Blasphemy's baseless charges 
from some mosque leaders leads to the religious intolerance and fanaticism at its highest 
peak. The state played a dubious role to appease the religious extremism.  state remained 
as silent spectator in the country and  killings of Mr. Salman Taseer, former governor of 
Punjab province and former federal minister of minority affairs, a Christian minister in 
cabinet. The government's ineptness to stop the religious and sectarian intolerance has 
strengthened the banned militant religious groups to organize and collect their funds in 
the streets and hold big rallies. This ineptness of the government has helped the forced 
conversion to Islam of girls from religious minority groups. In total thorough out the 
country during the year 1800 women from Hindu and Christian groups were forced to 
convert to Islam by different methods particularly though abduction and rape. 

During the year, only in Karachi, capital of Sindh, 1800 persons were killed and political 
parties from ruling coalition were involved in ethnic target killings. The minister of 
interior says that during two years 3938 people were killed in Karachi city. In Balochistan 
during the year disappearances by the plain clothe persons were continued and more 
than 100 persons were disappeared. Around 100 missing persons were extra judicially 
killed and the family members of the victims claim that these persons were abducted by 
law enforcement agencies.  

Around 1600 persons committed suicides from January to September according to the 
data collected by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. 

The government had extended his appeasement policy towards the fundamentalists and 
helped them to unleash on the forces of tolerance and enlightened which in result made 
the Muslim extremists as the ''Heroes of Islam''. The government's actions have polarized 
the society on religion basis which is harming the democratic process.  

The state has become dysfunctional in providing basic human rights to the people. 
Though the parliament exists it either cannot assert its constitutional duties or does not 
want to assert itself in the presence of the powerful military which is dominating both 
internal and external affairs. The parliament has not been allowed to implement the 
financial, external and judicial matters which are still beyond the access of elected 
representatives of the people. This is despite the fact that this power was supposed to 
have been handed over after eleven years of military rule. It is dysfunctional in the sense 
that it has ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and 
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the Convention against Torture (CAT) but then immediately revealed reservations on 
many of their articles making their ratification harmless to the state. Then, when the 
cabinet decided to withdraw some of reservations the government has conspicuously not 
implemented its own decision. 

The government of Pakistan has dodged not only UN but also the European Union who 
pursued the government to withdraw all the reservations on the many articles of the 
ICCPR and the CAT.  The European Union had conveyed that these reservations had 
made Pakistan ineligible for the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) Plus status to 
be accorded in 2014 by the European Union. To settle the issue, the Prime Minister 
chaired an Inter-Ministerial Meeting, the cabinet, at the end of June 2011, in which it was 
decided to withdraw the reservations on Articles 6, 7, 12, 13, 18, 19 and 40 of ICCPR. 
The reservation on Article 3 was narrowed down to Personal Law and Law of Evidence, 
and the reservation on Article 25 was restricted to the election of the President of 
Pakistan. 

On the CAT it was decided to withdraw reservations on Articles 3, 4, 6, 12, 13 and 16. 
The reservation on Article 8 was retained. The declarations on Article 20 as provided in 
Article 28 (1) and Article 30 (1) were also retained. 

This eye wash effort, to make fools of the international community, was done by the 
government to avail itself of multiple trade concessions, privileges and enhanced trade 
activities with the European Union. However, its past record of dealing with pledges 
before the UN Human Rights Commission is not good and it is yet to be seen if the 
government will actually withdraw the reservations on the ICCPR and CAT in deed as 
well as in writing.  

Before her election to the UN HRC the government of Pakistan pledged that it would 
change the laws of the country according to the different covenants and conventions of 
the UN and abide by the international norms. But none of these pledges have been 
complied with. 

Pakistani society and the government remain under the strong hold of the military which 
does not allow them to interfere in the affairs of the armed forces. Pakistan remains a 
highly militarized society where economic, political, foreign affairs and judicial policies 
are dictated by the military. The laws for the benefits of women, religious minorities and 
against the torture and enforced disappearances cannot be made without the prior to 
approval from the military. The parliament has been made redundant and the decisions 
of the parliament are occasionally reverted through the judiciary on the behest of the 
military.  

The government has also pledged several times to the international community that it 
will stop the discrimination against religious minorities and women. However, it is quite 
evident that, not only has the government done nothing in these matters, but that 
discrimination has increased in comparison with the previous military government.  
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One of the most glaring problems in the country is that the government has failed to 
reign in the religious militancy by the banned Islamic groups who are openly teaching 
their militant messages and collecting funds from the street in full view of the police 
stations. The forced conversion of Hindus and Christians to Islam through the abduction 
of girls and rape and forcibly signing of the marriage certificates, an official government 
document, in captivity and under duress has been rampant. Around 2000 girls from 
minority groups were forced to convert to Islam according to the different Christian and 
Hindu organizations. This is also confirmed by the boasting of the heads of the different 
Muslim seminaries (Madressas) who express pride in their forcible conversion.  

Nearly 161 persons were laid with blasphemy charges in the country this year so far. 
Nine of them were extrajudicially murdered. Murders in the name of Karokari, (killings 
in the name of honour), are reported daily.  

Target killings in Karachi and different parts of Balochistan are on the rise. Sectarian 
killings have been continuing, even without any consideration of Eid days or Ramadan 
(Islamic festivals). 

Rather than make any attempt to control the religious extremists the government is 
following a policy of appeasement with the religious militants and banned groups to 
avoid open confrontation with them. This policy has cost them one governor, a federal 
minister and ordinary citizens who oppose the extremist Islamist thoughts, intolerance 
and terrorism.  

The government has not made any progress in the draconian Blasphemy law which has 
taken many lives including the high profile personalities of the government but, instead, 
authorities are covertly patronizing the militant groups. The courts, which claim to be 
independent after 2007, have proved themselves to be friends of the militants and the 
terrorists. In many cases the terrorists were released by the courts, especially from the 
higher courts on the plea that the prosecution has not made its case properly but no 
reforms were suggested to the prosecution. The high profile terrorists, who openly boast 
of having killed hundreds of people, were released by the courts.  

The government has not introduced any reforms in the judicial criminal justice system. 
The present criminal justice system is generally based on torture, ill treatment and 
corruption which always provide impunity to the perpetrators. In addition the Shariah 
laws are thought to be the best way to get impunity. The two laws are running parallel to 
each other, the Islamic and secular. The rule of law has deteriorated because of two laws 
systems. 

The investigation system remains the main cause of torture and ill-treatment and illegal 
detention. Still the torture is treated as the best way for the investigation system. Every 
year thousands of people are tortured in custody at either the police or army's illegal 
detention centers. Every police station in the country is running private torture centers 
besides the police stations themselves or conducting torture in private houses. The 
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military, navy, Air force and Para-military forces are all running torture cells. They not 
only torture the opponents but also using torture cells to settle their petty issues. 

A new phenomenon has been introduced during the civilian government that torture is 
exhibited in open places by the police and military, even to the point that they take 
videos and make them public in their notorious design of scaring the population at large 
about their strength of power. These videos are available on YouTube. There are many 
cases where women were tortured in open places by the male officials. No one has been 
arrested on the charges of torture. The government is reluctant to criminalise torture in 
custody which provides impunity to the law enforcement agencies. 

During the year 2011 government could not stop the enforced disappearances by the 
military, Para-Military forces and their spy agencies. A new process in the cases of 
disappearances was introduced by killing the persons extrajudicially so as to eliminate the 
evidence of enforced disappearances and torture in custody. During the year 2011 more 
than 100 persons were extrajudicially killed after being reported missing due to arrest by 
the law enforcement agencies, particularly by the Frontier Corp (FC), a Par-Military 
organization, and spies from the intelligence agencies. The open secret of disappearances 
illustrates the grip the military establishment retains over Pakistani society, including its 
dysfunctional justice system and feeble civilian government, which has repeatedly vowed 
to stop the problem. A government commission was informed about the missing of 
hundreds of people has traced several dozen missing people and publicly said Pakistani 
intelligence agencies are involved, but it has held no one accountable. The military does 
not allow the judiciary to interfere with its affairs and the judiciary itself keeps its distance 
from taking the cases against the military because judicial officials know their fate well. 

The index of poverty has declined in comparison with last year. 30.6 per cent of 
Pakistanis were living below the poverty line in 1998-99. 28.3% living below the poverty 
line in 2004-5 (World Bank). One per cent (0.64 per cent plus 0.37 per cent) of 
households owned over 35 acres. 9.66 per cent owned between five and 12.5 acres.18.25 
per cent households owned less than five acres of land.  

67 per cent of Pakistan’s households are landless. 86 per cent of the households in Sindh 
were landless, 78 per cent in Balochistan, 74 per cent in Punjab were landless. Pakistan, 
where approximately two-thirds of the people live in rural areas, rural poverty is a major 
destabilising factor. Authoritative studies have documented rising poverty levels with a 
decreased capacity to acquire and hold land which is the main source of subsistence in 
the agricultural areas. The evidence of the income disparity rampant in Pakistani society 
is bolstered by statistics, with the Lorenz curve of 2001-02 for Pakistan lying below the 
1984-85 levels. (M. Zaidi - Dawn, Oct. 17, 2011). 

This year the floods have added more havoc to the poverty ridden people. More than 
200,000 people are displaced and hundreds of thousand houses were destroyed in the 
floods. The negligence of the authorities and improper mechanisms to deal with natural 
disasters has put the lives of millions of people in peril after the heavy rains. As a result 
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the lives of the people have been drastically affected with the destruction and loss of vast 
areas of agriculture lands. More than 1,600 people have been killed by the flood waters 
that swept away over 400,000 houses throughout the country. Around 5000 villages were 
inundated and thousands of people are stranded with no hope of relief from the 
authorities. 

According to the United Nations the massive floods in Pakistan affected 14 million 
people eclipsing the devastating 2004 Boxing Day tsunami, the 2005 Pakistan earthquake 
and the January 2010 Haiti earthquake. 

This year, it claimed about 1040 people, directly affected 2.2 millions, 20 millions in 
overall, collapsed houses of 1.5 million, inundated 4.2 million acres of land. The loss of 
crops alone is estimated to be Pakistan Rupees 5.6 billion while three millions are still in 
need of food while some affected were dying of hunger and starvation. Most vulnerable 
groups exposed to flood and rains were children and women, pregnant women in 
particular, who are the majority of deaths and the affected. Yet, the government of 
Pakistan failed to manage emergency to secure people’s lives despite having gone 
through a catastrophe last year. The government aids for the affected failed to reach the 
affected due to corrupt bureaucratic system dealing with humanitarian aid. Civil society 
was not encouraged to associate with the government for immediate and successful 
implementation of national and international aids.  

The absence of any legal mechanism to deal with natural and man-made disasters has 
raised possibilities for the authorities to profit from this latest natural disaster. The 
National Disaster Management Bill has been pending before the national assembly since 
February 2010, but it is yet to be passed into law. As a result there has been no unified 
action to deal with the disaster and the authorities and governments are depending on 
the local people to handle themselves.  

The freedom of expression and the press has remained a main focal point for the 
military, its intelligence agencies and for religious fundamentalists, including the powerful 
persons. Though the government has provided freedom of media without any 
interference not a single case was reported for twisting the arms of the media. But many 
cases of involvement of the military intelligence agencies in killing, abduction and 
disappearances of the journalists were reported. 16 journalists were killed, among them 
five journalists were abducted by the spies of state intelligence agencies, kept 
incommunicado in different torture cells, tortured and their bullet ridden bodies were 
dumped on the road side. Five journalists were killed in bomb blasts while performing 
their professional duties, six journalists were killed in target killings. One journalist is 
missing after abduction by the plain clothed persons. 

The case of prominent international journalist, Saleem Shahzad of Asia Times, explains 
the grave situation of abduction, disappearance and extra judicial killings of the 
journalists. The same situation is all over the country, particularly in the provinces of 
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Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtun Kha (KPK) where military is conducting operation 
through its Para- military forces.  

In different attacks on journalists and media houses 35 working journalists, 10 camera 
men, one photographer, two drivers and one satellite engineer of television channels 
were injured during the attacks.  Three television channels were attacked, one was 
attacked two times, and one FM radio station was attacked. Two television channels were 
banned to stop their broadcasts. 

No policy shift from military government to civilian set up has been visible in reference 
to the rule of law, respect for the right to life, changes in the criminal justice system and 
investigations for the promotion of fundamental rights. In most cases the government 
used propaganda methods to show the international community and particularly the UN 
and donor countries that it is complying with international norms and observing all 
pledges that she made in order to maintain membership of the UN Human Rights 
Council. 

The unanimous passage of the 18th amendment to Pakistan's constitution by parliament 
last year was a major development to establish a parliamentary government system. The 
amendment constitutes one of the most dramatic de-concentrations of power in Pakistan 
since the drafting of its 1973 constitution and deleted all the amendments made in the 
constitution by the military rulers. Pakistan’s parliament has institutionalized a new 
political consensus on the country’s legal and political framework with the 18th 
amendment’s passage. Through the amendment the powers of the federal government 
were devolved to the provinces but after the passage of more than 18 months the 
process of devolution were stopped from the unseen reasons. 

It is a good omen that government has not executed anyone since October 2008. Around 
8000 persons are waiting in the death row. In province of Sindh the condemned 
prisoners were shifted from the death cells to different barracks. After the passage of the 
18th amendment the death punishment has not been abolished. The Shariah laws (Islamic 
laws) are the main hindrance in abolishing the death penalty. The amendment has 
strengthened the Islamic forces that are for the death penalty.  
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1. Human Rights Defenders 

The year 2011 was no different from the previous years for the human rights defenders. 
This year it was more open and blatant when government ratifies the different covenants 
and conventions of UN. The government has still not developed any mechanism to 
provide protection for the human rights defenders and sometimes it is observed that law 
enforcement authorities were harsher with the HR defenders.  

In Balochistan province an increase in the extra judicial killings of the activists has been 
observed since last year. The family members of the victims and political and nationalists 
groups accuse the Frontier Corps (FC) a Para military force and state intelligence 
agencies for involvement in the extrajudicial killings. It is reported in many cases that the 
FC and plain clothed persons abducted activists whose whereabouts had been unknown. 
Then after many months their bullet riddled and tortured bodies were found. Khuzdar 
district has remained a centre point for disappearances and abductions.  

The situation of abductions, forced disappearances and extrajudicial killings has been 
prevalent not only in Balochistan but all through Pakistan and the government has done 
nothing to rein in the intelligence agencies believed to be responsible, despite 
overwhelming evidence that this is so.  

Six trade union leaders sentenced to a total 490 years' jail1

Power loom workers in Faisalabad in mid-2010 went on a series of major strikes and 
demonstrations. Six of their leaders were arrested by the police. Once in detention, they 
were additionally charged under anti-terrorist legislation. The six have now been 
sentenced to a total of almost 490 years in jail (served concurrently). This is a clear 
message of how "anti terror" laws are used against workers. The Labour Party Pakistan is 
calling for demonstrations outside Pakistan embassies and consulates around the world. 

 

Anti-terrorist court judge Mian Muhammad Anwar Nazir on November 1, 2011, 
sentenced six leaders of the Labour Qaumi Movement (LQM, the organisation of the 
power loom workers in Faisalabad) under terrorism charges in Faisalabad. On average, 
each of the six were sentenced -- on seven charges -- to 81 years in jail, a total of almost 
490 years! As all the jail sentences will begin at the same time, each labour leader will 
spend at least 10 years in jail. 

Four LQM leaders Akbar Ali Kamboh, Babar Shafiq Randhawa, Fazal Elahi, Rana Riaz 
Ahmed were arrested on July 22, 2010, by Faisalabad police after a strike called by power 
loom workers for a 17% increase in wages as per an announcement of the government. 

                                                 

1 Source: http://www.asia-pacific-action.org/node/678 
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Two other leaders, Muhammad Aslam Malik and Asghar Ali Ansari, were also arrested 
under the same charges four months ago. 

They were accused of burning down a factory during the strike. This is a fabricated 
charge. The facts are that on the day of strike, July 20, 2010, gangsters in the pay of the 
factory owner in Thekri Wala started shooting at the workers who were leaving the 
factory to demand better wages. Some workers dared to go inside the factory and forced 
the gangsters to stop firing. 

A homeopathic doctor was held incommunicado on the charges of 
having connections with the AHRC 
A human rights defender and Homeopathic doctor by profession, Abdul Rauoof, 36, was 
abducted one day after the holding of a conference on the International day of Human 
Rights on December 10, which was jointly organized by the International Institute for 
Research and Education and the Asian Human Rights Commission in Islamabad on 
disappearances from his private clinic by some plain clothed persons. He remained 
missing for two months along with another person, Qari Zaheer. Qari was released after 
some days for pointing out the details about Dr. Rauoof. 

He was abducted on 11th December 2010 at about 7 PM, just one day after the 
international human rights day when he actively participated in a round table conference 
on disappearances in Pakistan jointly organized by Asian Human Rights Commission and 
the Labour Education Foundation. The police have refused to file a First Information 
Report (FIR) and pressured the father-in-law of the victim to mention the name of Qari 
as the abductor as the case belongs to intelligence agencies. During disappearance it is 
alleged that he was tortured to reveal his connections with AHRC. But he was threatened 
not to disclose where he was detained, which agency interrogated him and what was 
asked during torture. On his arrest and abduction the AHRC has issued urgent appeal; 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-180-2010/ but has 
not issued any statement on his conditional release to avoid his ordeals in the hands of 
abductors. 

Mr. Naeem Sabir Baloch was a renowned social activist who became popular for 
taking on cases of disappeared persons. He helped the HRCP to document the cases for 
legal process. He had been receiving continuous death threats for several months from 
persons believed to be from the intelligence agencies. He once revealed to the Asian 
Human Rights Commission (AHRC) that he was under threat to his life and one day he 
would either be abducted by the law enforcement agencies and disappeared or killed.  

The targeted killing of Mr. Naeem Sabir is a great setback to the human rights movement 
in Pakistan. This is particularly so in Balochistan province where law enforcement 
agencies enjoy complete impunity for killings and abductions. The abductors are no 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-180-2010/�
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respecter of persons and in recent events two lawyers and two professors were abducted 
and have since disappeared.  

Mr. Naeem Sabir Baloch, the district coordinator of the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP), an NGO, was gunned down on March 1, 2011 in Khuzdar market, 
Khuzdar district, Balochistan. When he was standing in front of his shop unknown 
persons wearing masks and riding a motorbike opened fire at him. Mr. Sabir was struck 
by several bullets and passed away on the spot. Following the shooting the assailants fled 
the scene. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-035-2011/.  

A defender was first abducted by Taliban and after escape he was 
abducted by military in exchange of arrest of his sons 
On 24 July, Hameed Ullah had managed to escape with another abductee from the 
captivity of the Taliban. He was kept in another agency, the Bajour agency, of the 
Khyber Pakhtoon Khwa (KPK) province. After his escape he confirmed that he had 
been in the captivity of the Taliban who accused him and his sons of working for NGOs 
who are getting foreign money to corrupt the local people.It is to be mentioned here that 
federally administered tribal areas are referred to an agency. He remained in hiding from 
the Taliban till the military operation started on 2 October 2009. 

On 3 October the soldiers came to his house and searched for the arms and ammunition 
and found two local made rifles. The military officials were also suspicious about the 
sewerage pipes lying on the roof top of his single storied small house and termed them as 
the barrels for artillery. The soldiers boarded him in military truck along with some other 
persons. After his arrest the family members visited area military posts and officers who 
have confirmed his presence in the military custody on several occasions but asked them 
to hand over his two sons namely, Rafi Ullah and Rizwan Ullah, in exchange of release of 
their father. The military officials are accusing them of having links with Taliban. 
 
Rafi Ullah, the victim's son, filed the applications to the District Coordination Officer 
(DCO), the former deputy commissioner, former Nazim (Mayor) of Malakand and police 
stations of Chille, Durgai, but no one has acted on the application. He also mentioned 
the telephone numbers through which the victim's family was receiving threatening calls 
for the payments of the ransom. 

The house of Hameed Ullah was also demolished after military operation as the hide out 
of Taliban. The military also claim that both of his sons are the Taliban activists. The 
family members of him have left the agency and are residing in different places to hide 
themselves from both, Taliban and Military. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-
appeals/AHRC-UAC-076-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-035-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-076-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-076-2011/�
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Another innocent Azad Kashmiri has become a victim of the ISI  
Dr Rizwan an activist of United and independent Jammu and Kashmir was arrested by 
notorious intelligence agency, the ISI. No case was registered against him and he was 
kept in the torture cells of the ISI. The local police demanded family of the deceased to 
pay them 60,000 rupees and they will release him. While the family struggled to make 
arrangements for this money, to their horror they discovered that intelligence officers 
have killed innocent Dr Rizwan.  

The police first had refused to release his body and it was released after the strong 
protests throughout Muzzafabad, the capital of Pakistani Kashmir. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FPR-027-2011/.  

Abdul Rauoof, 36, Homeopathic doctor, was kidnapped, allegedly by persons from the 
intelligence agencies from his clinic on 11th December 2010 at about 7 PM,  just one day 
after the international human rights day when he actively participated in a round table 
conference on disappearances in Pakistan jointly organized by International Institute for 
Research and Education (IIRE Islamabad) , Asian Human Rights Commission and the 
Labour Education Foundation. After his abduction his father-in-law, Mr. Mohammad 
Gulzar, tried to file a First Information Report (FIR) at Sadiqabad police station. 
However, the Rawalpindi, police refused to file the FIR as, according to the station 
house officer (SHO), the intelligence agencies were involved. 

On the next day when people from the community pressed the police to file an FIR the 
police accepted the hand written application of the victim’s father-in-law on the 
condition that the application should be written against the second person, Qari Zaheer, 
a disabled person, as the main accused, who has also missing since then. But until now 
no FIR has been filed, even against Qari Zaheer.   

A Hindu scheduled cast human rights defender was intimidated and 
illegally arrested 
A human rights defender, Mr. Veerji Kolhi who belongs to the Kohli group, a scheduled 
caste Hindu, was falsely booked in a murder case whereas on the day of murder of a land 
grabber he was 500 kilometers away. On May 20, 6:00 am, a group of land grabbers 
attacked a village of Vishnoo Kolhi, Nagar Parker sub-district, Sindh province and 
opened firing directly at the villagers to vacate their houses, seriously injuring four 
persons; Mr. Eshwar, Mr. Mohan, Mr. Hari, and Mr. Kombho who received bullet 
wounds. After heavy firing the villagers came out to defend the women and children and 
captured a few accused from whom they confiscated their guns which they later handed 
over to the police. The attackers names are Salah Shoro, Luqman Shoro, Mataro Shoro, 
Shafique Shoro, Rahib Shoro, Ranjho Shoro, Qadir Shoro Akbar Shoro, came to rescue 
his partners and in such circumstance one attacker, Saleh Shoro, was injured. He was 
taken away by the attackers and they escaped. He later died.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FPR-027-2011/�
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Instead of filing the cases of attacking villagers with deadly weapons and injuring 
villagers, police filed the case of murder against those persons who were residing 500 
kilometers away from the place of the incident. He was attending a daylong conference 
of the civil society on the issue of Eighteenth amendment in the constitution and 
provincial autonomy. In 2010 he was also abducted by the land grabbers who were also 
involved allegedly in the rape of a 17 years old Dalit girl. He was severely beaten during 
his captivity and was intimidated for raising his voice for the rights of the Dalits who 
have been bonded labourers for decades. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-
appeals/AHRC-UAC-105-2011/ 

Two activists of fisherfolk were murdered by land grabbers with the 
connivance of the police 
Mr. Abu Baker and Mr. Abdul Ghani, the activists of Pakistan Fisherfolk, the only 
organization of fishermen of Pakistan, were murdered on May 5, when the land grabbers, 
belong to ruling party, attacked the fishermen village and these two activists resisted the 
attacked and succeeded in saving the village after many people were injured during the 
attack. On May 6 the activists were taken in custody at late night and were tortured in the 
private custody of police where they were murdered. The land grabbers, Haji Younus 
and his son Zulfiqar younus were grabbing land by reclaiming the sea land and cutting 
the mangroves forests. Police refused to file cases against the actual perpetrators instead 
filed cases against the activists of FisherFolk. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAU-028-2011/ 

A nationalist from Gilgit-Baltistan was arrested and tortured at ISI 
detention center.   
Manzoor Hussain Parwana, the Chairman of the Gilgit Baltistan United Movement 
(GBUM), has been arrested by Pakistan Rangers, FC and Gilgit City Police commandos 
after his speech in the convention of Balawaristan National Students Organization 
(BNSO) on 28th July 2011. He was already framed in sedition charges by the occupation 
regime of Pakistan, because he was exposing Pakistani Forces and their intelligence 
agencies' illegal activities in Gilgit Baltistan, a newly created province of Pakistan.  

It is reported that Mr. Manzoor has been taken to Inter Services Intelligence service (ISI) 
Centre at Sonikote Gilgit, where he was interrogated and tortured by Inter Services 
Intelligence Agency (ISI. It is obvious that he was tortured to get confessional statement 
on framed cases to malign the nationalist movement, so the attention of arrest of ISI 
agent Ghulam Nabi Fai by FBI in Washington is neutralized. Mr. Fai was arrested in the 
USA on the charges of being a spy of Pakistan.  

He was the editor and publisher of a weekly newspaper the Kargil International was 
banned few years ago when he published interviews of the Northern Light Infantry 
(NLI) soldiers who were used as mercenaries against India in Kargil war in 1999 by the 
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former General Musharraf, by terming them as Mujahideen (holy warriors) and he 
(Musharraf) himself confessed that misadventure by giving awards to those who were 
killed on Kargil mountains. In that war he did accept the dead bodies of some Pakistani 
but denied to accept the dead bodies of the soldiers of Gilgit Baltistan in spite of the 
offer by government of India to take the dead bodies of NLI soldiers, whose bodies have 
been buried temporarily on the mountains of 
Kargil. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FOL-009-2011/  

Mr. Siddique Eido, prominent human rights defender and his friend, Mr. Yousaf 
Nazar Baloch, journalist, who were arrested by the FC and police on December 21, 
2010, Eido and his friend’s mutilated bodies were found on April 28 at Makran coastal 
highway near Ormara, Balochistan province. On the day of his abduction, Eido went to 
the District and Session court of Gwader, port city of the province, and was returning 
back to his home in sub-district Pasni, Gwader in the security of five policemen, 
including one Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) and four police constables. As they reached 
the check post of FC in Karwat area on coastal highway, he was stopped by the officials 
of the FC and he with his friend, Mr. Yousuf, were dragged into a van. The policemen 
tried to protect them but were severely beaten by the Frontier Cops and kept in custody 
for some hours. In the meanwhile, Eido and his friend were sent to an unknown 
location.  

The bullet riddled body of prominent human rights defender, Zareef Faraz, a poet and 
editor of quarterly literary magazine, the Shabjoo, was found on April 25, 2011 from 
Turbat. According to the media reports, Zareef was abducted one week before his killing 
and he was abducted when he was going in a passenger bus by uniform and plain clothes 
persons. . http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-057-2011/ 

Human rights defenders are persons or groups of persons who uncover 
human rights violations 
Standing up for the rights of others have since 9 December 1998 been under the special 
protection of the international community. On that date, on the occasion of the 50th  
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the General Assembly 
adopted the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, the first UN instrument that 
explicitly recognizes the importance and legitimacy of the work of human rights 
defenders and lays down their right to effective protection.1 

Human rights defenders are persons or groups of persons who uncover human 
rights 

Violations, bring them to public knowledge and campaign for redress for victims through 
Peaceful and non-violent means. The rights they defend may include civil and political  
rights, such as the right to be free from torture or the right to a fair trial, or economic 
and social rights, such as the right to clean water, and cultural rights, such as the right to 
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media in one‘s own language. The Declaration on Human Rights Defenders is not a 
legally binding document but contains many of the human rights standards contained in 
internationally binding treaties including the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention Against Torture (CAT), both ratified by Pakistan in 
June 2010. In so far it was adopted by consensus in the General Assembly, it reflects the 
international community‘s unanimous commitment to the protection of human rights 
defenders. Undermining the role and worth of human rights defenders is a serious 
matter:  

As Kofi Anan, former UN Secretary General put it, -- The Declaration rests on a basic 
premise: that when the rights of human rights defenders are violated, all our rights are 
put in jeopardy and all of us are made less safe.2 

Everyone has the responsibility to protect human rights but the onus of protection of 
human rights falls primarily on the state. In addition the state has the obligation to 
protect human rights defenders. The Declaration states unambiguously that states have 
the duty to protect human rights defenders against any violence, retaliation and 
intimidation as a consequence of their human rights work. Article 12(2) 2 of the 
Declaration states, ―The State shall take all necessary measures to ensure the protection 
by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in association with others, 
against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure adverse discrimination, 
pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise 
of the rights referred to in the present Declaration, namely the monitoring and 
publicizing of human rights violations and seeking redress. Defenders of human rights in 
Balochistan in need of defence by Angelika Pathak. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/press-
releases/pdf/AHRC-PRL-035-2011-01.pdf 

1-Full name of the declaration: Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, 
Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/53/144. 

2-14 September 1998 NGO/DPI Conference. professional human rights workers whose 
chosen task it is to work to end human rights violations in the province. All of these persons 
are entitled to the full protection of the law by the government. 
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2. Freedom of Expression 

Article 19 of the constitution of Pakistan guarantees that every citizen shall have the right 
to freedom of speech and expression, and there shall be freedom of press, subject to any 
reasonable restrictions imposed by the law in the interest of the glory of Islam or the 
integrity o, security or defence of Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly relations with the 
foreign states, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, or 
incitement to an offence.  

Article 19 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that everyone has 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers.  

Article 19 of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights calls on the 
governments; 

1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include 
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of 
frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other 
media of his choice. 

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it 
special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but 
these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary: 

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; 

(b) For the protection of national security or of Glory of Islam, ideology of Pakistan, 
integrity of the country, defence of Pakistan, Shariah Laws, Blasphemy laws, Anti-
terrorism laws and war on terrorism are the main tools through which freedom of 
expressions are restricted. Pakistan has very limited scope of freedom of expression and 
speech. These mentioned above restrictions on freedom of expression cannot be 
explained or having any protection from the laws but are used extensive in curbing the 
free ideas, freedom of expression, freedom of individual's opinion making or following 
self consciences. 

The glory of Islam, the definition of a Muslim, the ideology of Pakistan and defence of 
Pakistan have never been defined by the governments and courts but these ambiguous 
definitions are extensively used to curb the freedom of expression. The Blasphemy laws 
remained the main source to restrict the liberty and freedom of individual particularly it is 
used for the persecution of the religious minority groups. Above to all, the Shariah laws 



T h e  S t a t e  o f  H um a n  R i gh t s  i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  2 0 1 1 

 

 

   Page | 15  

The State of Human Rights in Pakistan in 2011 
AHRC-SPR-008-2011 

are the mother of all restrictions which do not allow society to more forward and 
progress.  

The media is enjoying much freedom as compared to previous regimes but free media is 
under its own self censorship and does not allow the open discussion on armed forces, 
military operation, human rights violations during the operations, defence purchases, 
corruption in armed forces, torture cells in all installations of the armed forces, 
disappearances by the forces, the religious and sectarian thoughts, the affairs with the 
neighbour countries and courts decisions.  

The media is using freedom of expression against the government and politicians but 
using self censorship on the issues of the misuse of blasphemy laws, Shariah laws and 
human rights violations during military operations. It gives sanctity to the army 
operations against the people by terming it as in the great interest of the country.  

Obscenity is the best tool to impose the restrictions on freedom of thought. The section 
292 of the Pakistan Penal Code deals with the sale of porno material and obscene books 
and journals but it is mostly used by the fundamentalists to blame any act of individual or 
stopping any publication. The administration always has this law to ban the any 
publication. It applies to publications, art, performing art, advertisement and business but 
there is no proper definition about the obscenity. Printing presses sealed on the ground 
that they had been publishing obscene photographs. Action was purported to have been 
taken under Section 292 of the Penal Code which incidentally does not provide for 
banning of publications. 

The former minister of the ruling party, Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ali, was of the opinion that 
there is no real freedom of expression in Pakistan. He said we were not prepared to 
enlighten our policies. He said, ''Pakistan's national policy runs on national honor and 
not on national interests''. 

A prominent writer Zafar Mehmud Sheikh says: "A person has to think a hundred times 
before saying anything, before writing anything, before making a report. Before 
performing our journalistic duties, we think a hundred times about who will be angered 
by it, who will be so incensed that he will want to kill you. In the past two-plus years, we 
have seen that in the entire world the greatest number of journalists was killed in 
Pakistan." 

In the country it cannot be thought that a Muslim can change his religion but it is openly 
allowed that persons from religious minority groups are forced to convert to Islam. In 
many cases the Christian and Hindu girls were abducted and rape in captivity  and when 
it was caught the perpetrators announce with the girl but the courts have never stopped 
this force conversion to Islam instead supported these practices in the name of success 
of Islam. The media make the men hero who kill openly in the name of Blasphemy law 
and such men are romanticize as the brave soldiers of Islam. 
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Army regimes are infamous for harassing journalists and restricting freedom of 
expression in Pakistan. General Pervez Mussharaf allowed comparative freedom in the 
earlier period of his regime. In the later part, however, he started showing his true colors 
by declaring emergency on November 3, 2007 and imposing draconian laws to curb 
freedom of expression. He suspended broadcasts, blocked websites, raided media offices 
including newspapers, radio and TV stations, and censured newspapers. 

Although the current PPP government has repealed all the draconian laws of the 
Musharraf regime, they are in the process of introducing a new bill to give more power 
to government agencies to arrest and jail journalists for three years for broadcasting 
"anything defamatory against the organs of the state," as the proposed bill states. The 
proposed legislation, if approved, will impose severe restrictions on covering terrorist 
attacks.2

According to a human rights activist, Mr. I. A. Rehman, the Anti-terrorism Act of 1997, 
which was made to prevent terrorism and sectarian violence and to provide for speedy 
trial of heinous offences, also has been used to punish and harass journalists, especially 
those who venture into conflict zones. 

 

The Act defines terrorism in extremely broad terms under Section 6: 'terrorism' means 
the use or threat of action which involves the doing of anything that causes death, 
grievous violence against a person or grievous bodily injury or harm, grievous damage to 
property, kidnapping for ransom, hostage-taking or hijacking, stoning, brick-batting or 
any mischief to spread panic, firing on places of worship or congregations or random 
firing to spread panic, burning of vehicles or any serious form of arson, and extortion of 
money or property. Terrorism also means action or threat designed to threaten and 
intimidate the government or public/ community or creates a sense of fear or insecurity 
in society, or when the use of threat is made for advancing religions, sectarian or ethnic 
cause.3

The Lahore High Court on 19 May ordered the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority 
to block the social network website Facebook and hundreds of other pages in response 
to a Facebook  user  calling for  an ''Everybody Draw Mohammed Day''.  

 

The court later ordered the blocking of YouTube for the same reason. The ban has 
resulted in numerous other websites also being affected, including Flickr, Wikipedia, 
Google, Twitter, some parts of the BBC, and accessing the internet through the 
Blackberry mobile service.  The Express Tribune has reported that the total number of 
blocked websites has reached 1,000.4

                                                 

2 Source: http://www.viewpointonline.net/media-access-and-freedom-of-expression-in-pakistan.html 

   

3 Source: http://www.hrcp-web.org/shownews.asp?id=23 
4 Source: http://www.article19.org/resources.php/resource/1542/en/pakistan:-freedom-of-expression-on-internet-
must-be-respected 
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Generally Muslim groups stop freedom of expression. There is very little space provided 
for open debates and discussions on religious and sensitive issues including the sex 
education. The people fear for their lives if a collective mob thinks that the particular 
person has not agreed with its point of view. One religious scholar, Mr. Javed Ghamidi, a 
liberal Muslim scholar has to leave the country. Ms. Sherry Rehman, now the ambassador 
to USA, was facing death threats for suggesting reforms in the Blasphemy laws in the 
National Assembly. One prominent columnist Kamran Shafi has to face death threats for 
criticizing the army.   

The UN's Human Rights Committee said on July 29 that freedom of expression was a 
''meta-right'' underpinning all human rights everywhere. A long-awaited document from 
the panel of 18 jurists also said that freedom of opinion, and by extension religion, 
should not be restricted under any circumstances and warned governments that did so 
they would be violating a basic UN accord. The independent experts set out their 
trenchant stance in a general comment on how parts of the UN's Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights should be interpreted and applied. 

The comment, committee vice-chairman Michael O'Flaherty told a media conference, "is 
a strong reaffirmation of the central importance for all human rights of the freedom of 
expression," even of giving views some see as deeply offensive. The 15-page document, 
interpreting two paragraphs of the 1976 Covenant, hits at anti-terror laws, monopoly 
media, anti-blasphemy statutes and prosecution of maverick historians. 

Islamic and some Western countries have blasphemy laws, and the history strictures were 
clearly aimed at criminalisation in some European countries, including Germany and 
Austria, of writings suggesting the World War II Holocaust was a myth. Some Muslim 
states such as Pakistan have signed up to the covenant but argue that sharia law - which 
bars conversion from Islam to other faiths or to atheism - takes precedence. O'Flaherty 
said such a view would violate the pact.5

The students were punished for expressing their views during the 
examinations 

 

The misuse of blasphemy laws is no longer the prerogative of religious bigots or 
fundamentalists. It is now being used in every section of society, particularly members of 
the teaching staff who are eager to contribute in pushing the country towards a religious 
intolerant state. Indeed, the enthusiasm of the educational staff in this instance was so 
high that they accused a student of a minority community of blasphemy without 
following the basic concepts of the ethics of imparting education.  

                                                 

5 Source: http://www.dawn.com/2011/07/29/un-experts-set-out-tough-rules-on-human-rights.html 
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These ethics are being violated when the secrecy of examination papers are dishonoured. 
When an examiner asks a question of a student if he or she is not satisfied with the 
student's answer the examiner has the right to fail that student. However, the examiner 
does not have the right to disclose the student's answer which is the personal opinion 
held by that student. The attitude of the teaching staff now is to gain points from the 
religious leaders by pointing out those students who they believe to have made 
blasphemous comments mistakenly or otherwise.  

In a recent case a ten-year-old Christian girl, Ms. Faryal Bhatti, misplaced a full stop in 
her Urdu examination paper on September 22, 2011, which has made hers and her 
mother's life unbearable. Faryal was a student in Sir Syed Girls High School, Pakistan 
Ordinance Factory Colony, Havelian. They have been accused of hatching a conspiracy 
against Islam and its Last Prophet (PBUH).  

When completing her paper the girl, who has not studied Islam and is therefore 
unfamiliar with the terminology of the religion, inadvertently placed a dot incorrectly in 
the word, Naat, meaning a poem in praise of the Last Prophet which changed it into the 
word, Lanaat which means the opposite: a curse.  

The teacher, Mrs. Fareeda sternly rebuked Faryal in front of the class and took the matter 
to the headmaster, even though the child defender herself by saying that it was a mistake. 
The news of her alleged transgression spread outside the school into the community and 
she was labeled a blasphemer. The mosque loud speakers helped to spread the news and 
rallies were arranged in protest against the mother and daughter. In response to these 
protests the administrators of the Pakistan Ordinance Factory Colony immediately 
transferred the mother who was serving as a nurse at the colony's hospital. They were 
asked to leave the colony immediately. Despite the mother's abject apology and 
explanation that it was the simple error of a young girl who was in a hurry to complete 
the paper because of the time limit, no understanding was shown by the teaching staff 
who were more interested in gaining the favour of the uneducated and illiterate mullahs.  

This is not the first case of this type. Earlier this year a 17-year-old student, Syed 
Samiullah, an intermediate student was charged with writing derogatory remarks against 
the Last Prophet (PBUH) in his Urdu, Islamiat and Physics papers. The incident was 
reported to the police by the Controller of Examinations of the Intermediate Board of 
Education, Karachi, who attached copies of Samiullah's answers sheets as evidence of his 
alleged blasphemy. He was arrested on January 28, 2011.  

Syed apologised at every level from the board of education to the police and the 
magistrate but the educational officers, as in the case of Faryal, wanted to become more 
mullah-like than the mullahs and filed an FIR against him.  

Syed and his family were pressurised by the educational authorities to the point where he 
had to confess to having committed blasphemy. The situation was exacerbated by the 
murder of the governor of Punjab province for his stand against the amendments to the 
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blasphemy laws and the glorification of his assassin. No doubt Syed and his family saw a 
similar fate in store for him.  

A bill is introduced for restricting the media discussion on the sub-
judice matters:  
A bill to ban discussions in TV talk shows over the sub-judice matters has been tabled in 
the National Assembly. This bill is expected to be passed by the National Assembly in its 
next session. 

The government has retained two Musharraf era amendments in the Pakistan Electronic 
Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) Ordinance introduced on November 3, 2007 with 
the imposition of emergency rule. Now a third amendment has been added to the bill. 
The present rulers have retained two Musharraf era amendments in the Pemra 
Ordinance, despite the fact that the Supreme Court had declared Musharraf's emergency 
rule and all the ordinances and orders during that time null and void. 

Under the two amendments retained by the PPP-led government: (1) The video footage 
of suicide bombers, terrorists, bodies of terror victims, statements/decrees of extremists 
and any other action, which could aid or abet terrorism, would be banned. (2) All the 
broadcasting institutions will make sure that they don't publicise views or actions 
detrimental to ideology of Pakistan, sovereignty, national security and integrity. The 
broadcasting institutions will not broadcast any programme with extremist or derogatory 
content. No derogatory content would be broadcast against the state institutions. 

Now the government has added another clause to these amendments which would ban 
discussions on sub judice matters. The new clause says: ''The broadcasting institutions 
will not broadcast any such programme or discussion aimed at influencing or giving 
opinion about sub judice matters.'' The violators of this ordinance or those assisting in 
violation of the ordinance will be fined up to Rs10 million, while the cable operators 
broadcasting such content would be awarded three years imprisonment, fine, or both. 
According to the government, the aim and objective of introducing this bill is to end 
sanctions on the media and repeal the dictatorial amendments in the Pemra Ordinance 
introduced on November 3, 2007. (The News, August 1, 2011)6

A ban has been imposed on all government officials from interacting with the 
media under the new Protection and communication of official information rule.  

 

As per Rule 46 of the Punjab Government Rules of Business 2011, which was recently 
circulated among all provincial departments all government employees are hereby 
forbidden to speak with journalists about official business.  

                                                 

6 Source: http://www.thenews.com.pk/TodaysPrintDetail.aspx?ID=3176&Cat=13 
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The various addendums to the law include:  

(1) A government servant shall not communicate any information acquired directly or 
indirectly from any official document or otherwise to the media, to non officials, or to 
officials belonging to other government offices, unless he has been, generally or specially, 
empowered to do so.  

(2) The chief secretary shall issue detailed instructions about treatment and custody of 
official documents and information of a confidential character.  

(3) Ordinarily, all official news and information shall be conveyed to media through the 
Information, Culture and Youth Affairs Department, in the manner, generally or 
specially, prescribed by the Department.  

(4) The ministers, secretaries and such other officers as may be authorized shall act as 
official spokesmen of the government.  

Department officials refuse to discuss any official information with the press, particularly 
in the home, police, health, irrigation, revenue and other departments that fall under the 
Service and General Administration Department. These are the only departments that 
receive the most complaints! This is the government's way of ensuring that no one can 
cover these departments. The new legislation is being viewed as a serious threat to the 
media. Reporters from all over Punjab have protested that the law is in violation of the 
spirit of freedom of expression and will greatly hinder the function of the media as a 
'watchdog of society'.7

16 journalists were killed and 46 were injured in different incidents 
during the eleven months of year 2011 

 

The security of the media persons were remained a big question during the eleven 
months of 2011 and no proper steps have been taken to provide security by the 
authorities and even by the media houses. The attitude of the media houses was more 
indifferent towards the safety and security of journalists as compare with the authorities. 
The journalists who are involved in their professional duties in the conflict areas are 
more vulnerable and exposed before the law enforcement agencies, militant groups and 
other non state actors. The majority of the journalists are under paid or allowed to use 
only ID cards of the channels and have to arrange their own earnings.  

During the eleven months of 2011, the journalists have faced the more insecurity and 
intolerance in compare with previous years--no more different from the military 
dictatorship. 16 journalists were killed, among them five journalists were abducted by the 
spies of state intelligence agencies, kept incommunicado in different torture cells, 

                                                 

7 Source: http://tribune.com.pk/story/178318/freedom-of-expression-new-law-robs-journalists-of-their-sources/ 
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tortured and their bullet ridden bodies were dumped on the road side. Five journalists 
were killed in bomb blasts while performing their professional duties, six journalists were 
killed in target killings. One journalist is missing after abduction by the plain clothed 
persons. 

The Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ) claims in its press release published by 
Express Tribune on June 11, 2011, that 10 journalists were killed in Balochistan this year 
and no investigation has been carried out. The BUJ has not provided any list having the 
names of killed journalists in Balochistan. 

In different attacks on journalists and media houses 35 working journalists, 10 camera 
men, one photographer, two drivers and one satellite engineer of television channels 
were injured during the attacks.  Three television channels were attacked, one was 
attacked two times, and one FM radio station was attacked. Two television channels were 
banned to stop their broadcasts. 

Bullet riddled bodies of missing journalists were found who were 
allegedly abducted by state agencies 
Saleem Shahzad, Pakistan Bureau Chief of the Asia Times Online, an online news 
agency based in Hong Kong, was going to a private television channel at a talk show in 
the programme, on the issue of the terrorist attack on PNS Mehran Naval base Karachi. 
On Sunday, 29 May 2011, he left home at 5.30 in the evening to join the TV talk show 
but did not reach the station. His whereabouts remained unknown for two days and on 
May 31, 2011 his dead body was found which was bearing torture marks. His body was 
found 200 kilometers away from his house. He was abducted from Islamabad, the capital 
of Pakistan and remains under the tight surveillance of state intelligence agencies. This is 
one more of the mysterious abductions and extrajudicial killings that have been taking 
place in Pakistan on a regular basis. 

He was continuously receiving death threats from the intelligence agencies for breaking 
the news that there were Jihadis from banned militant organizations in the Pakistan Navy 
and they were well protect over there. The US has also confirmed the involvement of 
Pakistani notorious intelligence agency, the ISI, in his abduction and extra judicial killing. 

Javed Naseer Rind's name was added to the list of more than 10 journalists whose 
bodies have been found tortured and dumped in Balochistan province. Rind was 26 years 
old and working as sub editor with local Daily Tawar, a pro nationalist newspaper and he 
was abducted by plain clothed persons on September 10. Family members claim that he 
was abducted by the spies from intelligence agency and police have refused to file the 
first information report (FIR). Rind's bullet-riddled body was found dumped in Khuzdar, 
about 300 kilometers south of Quetta, on November 5. The victim was shot in the head 
and the bullet had passed through the skull. The body bore multiple marks of brutal 
torture, doctors at the District Headquarters Hospital, Khuzdar said. 
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Zareef Faraz: The bullet riddled body of Zareef Faraz,a poet and editor of quarterly 
literary magazine, the Shabjoo, was found on April 25, 2011 from Turbat. According to 
the media reports, Zareef was abducted one week before his killing and he was abducted 
when he was going in a passenger bus by uniform and plain clothe persons. Sami 
Ahmed's body was also found with the body of Zareef, he was from Tump sub district 
of province.  

Siddique Edio's bullet riddled body was on April 28. He was Human rights defender 
and journalist.  Siddique Eido and his colleague, Yousaf Nazar Baloch, also met a grisly 
fate, they were abducted by FC and police on December 21. They were seized by the 
paramilitary Frontier Corps and dragged into a van. Police who tried to protect them 
were severely beaten. Eido and Baloch were taken to an unknown location. Their 
bloodied, battered bodies were discovered on 28 April from Makran. 

Rehmatullah Shaheen was a journalist and a poet, his bullet-riddled body was 
recovered from Quetta on February 2. Family members of the victim said the 
government agencies were responsible for the killing of Rehmatullah Shaheen who was 
abduct at the start of New Year. Hospital sources said the victim was shot in the head 
that resulted into instant death as the body was also bearing some torture marks.  

Journalists killed in target killing 
Nasrullah Khan Afridi, a senior tribal journalist, died in May 2011 when his car blew up 
by a powerful bomb which was detonated remotely in his car at Khyber Super Market, 
Peshawar, capital of Khyber Pkhtunkha province. Nasrullah had just boarded his car 
after returning from a shop near Lala Hotel in Khyber Super Market after faxing news to 
his media organisation when the bomb went off with a deafening sound around 9:15 
p.m. The car was destroyed in the explosion. 

Faisal Quereshi, 28, editor for the political news website London Post, was murdered at 
his resident. His body was discovered on October 7, 2011, about 2 a.m. by his brother, 
Zahid, after family members found bloodstains outside the journalist's house. Police 
reports described the body as showing signs of torture, with the throat slit. 

Another brother, Shahid, who lives in London, told that the killers had taken the 
journalist's laptop and telephone. Shahid Qureshi, who also wrote for the London 
Postwebsite, told that he and his brother had received death threats from men who 
claimed they were from the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) political party. The 
London Post had run a series of stories on MQM leader Altaf Hussain, describing his 
alleged flight to South Africa from England, where he was living in self-imposed exile. 

The website is widely recognized as anti-MQM. MQM is Pakistan's third-largest political 
party, and is considered the country's largest secular political party, with Karachi and the 
Sindh region as its power base. 
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Munir Shakir was working for a Balochi language channel, ‘Sabaz Baat', and for the 
"Online" news agency. He was shot dead by armed men in Khuzdar town, Balochistan, 
on August 5. "Munir Shakir was on his way home after purchasing some household 
items from a market when some armed men riding a motorcycle opened fire on him," 
Sources said that Mr Shakir was hit by more than two bullets and died on the spot. He is 
the fourth journalist to be gunned down in Khuzdar this year. 

Wali Khan Babar, 29, reporter of "Geo News, Pakistan's largest private television news 
channel was gunned down by unidentified armed men in Karachi on January 13, 2011. 
Babar received five bullets — two in forehead, one in jaw and two in neck. He was killed 
shortly after covering operation against drug-traffickers in Pehalwan Goth area in 
Karachi. 

According to press reports, Babar was returning home from Geo News office after 
performing his professional responsibilities, when two assailants on motorcycle 
intercepted his car at 9:21 pm and shot him five times through driver's window from 
close range. Eyewitnesses told journalists that Babar's car was stopped by attackers who, 
after making identification, shot him dead It was blamed by the former Sindh minister of 
interior affairs that Baber was killed by the gangsters of Muteha Quami MovementBabar 
leaves behind a widow mother, three sisters and four brothers. 

Naveed Kamal, 26, was attacked by unidentified men on the night of April 20 at Abul 
Hasan Isphahani road, Karachi, capital of Sindh province. He was shot in the neck and is 
in the Intensive Care Unit at the Aga Khan Hospital. Kamal was the news reporter with 
Metro One TV channel. No attacker has been arrested.  

Ayaz, 32, chief editor of a weekly newspaper, was shot dead in North Karachi in the Sir 
Syed police limits. On June 12 at afternoon, someone had asked him by telephone to get 
to the place near a fast food restaurant. According to the eyewitnesses, Ayaz was 
standing at the place when two people in a car arrived and started talking to Ayaz. In the 
meantime, the suspects took Ayaz some distance away from the fast food restaurant, 
opened fire on him and fled. No one has been arrested in the killing 

Zaman Ibrahim, 40, a newspaper's crime reporter, was shot dead on Sheedi Village 
Road in Lyari, Karachi on March 3, 2011. Ibrahim was going on his motorcycle when 
two motorcyclists followed and shot him in the head. The victim was accused by the 
police a the member defunct Peoples Amn Committee (peace committee) Ibrahim was 
father of two children. He worked for different newspapers for the last five years.  

Journalist killed in bomb blasts 
Asfandyar Khan, a reporter for the newspaper Akhbar-e-Khyber, died in a double 
bombing that took the lives of more than three dozen people on June 11, 2011. The first, 
small blast went off at a market, drawing a large crowd, including journalists such as 
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Khan who were covering the story. A second, larger explosion, apparently a suicide 
bomb, went off after a crowd had grown. 

Abid Naveed, the local journalist working with a newspaper, was also died in the same 
blast of June 11, wherein seven other journalists were injured.  At least 34 people were 
killed and over 90 injured, among them two other television journalists and a senior 
police officer. 

Shafiullah, a trainee journalist of an English daily newspaper, who was injured in the 
twin explosions in Peshawar's Khyber Supermarket, on June 11, succumbed to his 
injuries on June 15. 

Nasrullah Khan Afridi, a senior tribal journalist, died in May 2011 when his car blew up 
by a powerful bomb which was detonated remotely in his car at Khyber Super Market, 
Peshawar, capital of Khyber Pkhtunkha province. Nasrullah had just boarded his car 
after returning from a shop near Lala Hotel in Khyber Super Market after faxing news to 
his media organisation when the bomb went off with a deafening sound around 9:15 
p.m. The car was destroyed in the explosion. 

Journalists injured in different attacks and violent incidents 
A journalist was hit by a bullet: Ahsan Kohati, senior correspondent for the private 
Waqt television station, was hit in the chest by a bullet while reporting at the scene of 
rioting in the Numaish Chowrangi area of the city on November 27. Three members of a 
banned militant group, who had taken part in a protest against a Saturday attack by 
NATO helicopters on a military checkpoint in Mohmand agency, sparked mob violence 
when they shot and killed two Shia Muslim volunteers at a religious event, according to 
the news reports. Kohati was injured when paramilitary forces fired on the rioters, local 
newspaper The Nation reported. 

Journalists thrashed: Rain-affected members of Maheshwari community of Tando 
Mohammad Khan, including women and children and reporters covering the event, were 
thrashed by personnel of law enforcement agencies when they staged a sit-in outside the 
office of the District Coordination Officer. Members of Maheshwari community were 
protesting against non-supply of relief goods to them. Members of law enforcement 
agencies used batons to disperse them. They did not spare even journalists, snatching 
their cameras. President of the union of journalists and TV reporter, Muzaffar Rind, 
Ansar Khan and cameraman Pappan Bhatti were also thrashed. Dawn September 23, 
2011 

Two cameramen injured by Rangers action: Rangers arrested two activists of the Jeay 
Sindh Qaumi Mahaz and baton-charged people who were protesting against the arrest of 
JSQM chief Basheer Khan Qureshi here on Saturday. The action left a TV cameraman 
and four JSQM activists injured. A TV cameraman, Shaman Solangi, received injuries on 
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his head and was taken to hospital. Another cameraman, Mohammad Ali, was also hit 
with baton. Dawn September 18, 2011 

Journalist teeth were broken: Bureau Chief of "ARY One World" TV channel, Farhan 
Effendi was manhandled and injured by the supporters of a former provincial minister 
Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Mirza in his press conference in Hyderabad city of Sindh province of 
Pakistan on Monday, August 30, 2011. Effendi, who is also the General Secretary of 
Hyderabad Union of Journalists, told Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) that he posed a 
question to the former home minister with reference to a point raised by him in his 
opening remarks. Mirza was upset at this mischaracterisation of his remarks and started 
yelling at Effendi without allowing him to complete his query, lost his cool and branded 
him as an agent of his opponent political party. Later, Mirza's guards started beating 
Effendi and broke his four teeth.-- Pakistan Press Foundation, September 5, 2011 
 
Journalists were attacked and injured: Hazrat Khan Mohamed, Bureau Chief of 
private TV channel ATV Khyber News, was injured when a team of their TV channel 
was attacked by unknown armed men on August 22, 2011 in Peshawar, the capital of 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province. The team was returning after enquiring about the health 
of Provincial Education Minister Sardar Hussain Babak at Lady Reading Hospital 
Peshawar, when some persons travelling in a car and on a motorbike intercepted their car 
near the Provincial Assembly Secretariat and Peshawar High Court and pelted it with 
stones. They also harassed the media team with aerial firing. Mohamed received injuries 
in shoulder, head and ribs, while other team members included controller news Syed 
Waqas Shah, resident editor of recently launched Urdu daily "Akhbar-e-Khyber" Nisar 
Khan. Press reports said the provincial information minister Mian Iftikhar was engaged 
in a vilification campaign against the channel due to some differences and also filed a 
damages suit against the channel in the Peshawar High Court. Pakistan Press Foundation 
August 24, 2011. 

A newspaper office was attacked: The main office of daily "Mashriq", a leading Urdu 
newspaper of Peshawar, the capital city of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan, 
was attacked by Police on August, 6, 2011. They tortured the staff members including 
senior journalists Sohrab Khan and Asif Nisar Ghayasi. Saif-ul-Islam, the president of 
Peshawar Press Club told Pakistan Press Foundation that about 100 policemen from 
Fakirabad and Ashnghri police stations attacked the office of daily "Mashriq" and 
brutally tortured its security guards. When journalists of the daily asked the reasons of 
manhandling, the cops also started beating the journalists at the behest of their Station 
House Officers (SHOs). Pakistan Press Foundation, August 8, 2011. 

Levy officials manhandle cameramen: Geo News cameraman and his colleague 
sustained injuries when the Levies Force officials thrashed them in Makanbagh area, 
Mingora, KP province. The Geo News cameraman Murad Ali and Sheraz, working for 
another private TV channel, were on their way to Saidu Sharif Hospital for coverage 
when they got stuck up in traffic in Makanbagh area. The newsmen riding a motorbike 
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tried to overtake the jammed vehicles in a bid to reach the hospital in time when the 
officials of the Levies Force escorting the District Coordination Officer Kamran Rahman 
manhandled them. The officials took away their cameras, DVD and other items. Taking 
serious note of incident, the DCO put the Levies personnel under suspension and 
ordered departmental enquiry into the incident. The News July 8, 2011. 

The moustaches and eyebrows of journalists were shaved: Unidentified youths 
severely tortured two journalists and shaved their moustaches and eyebrows near Chak 
6/BC on Bahawalpur-Hasilpur Road. Journalist Muhammad Yaseen Ansari and 
photographer Khalid Sardar told The News they received calls that some members of a 
qabza group were torturing the women to grab their land and the victims needed the 
help of journalists. ''When we reached the site, 9-10 unidentified youths attacked us and 
snatched our cell phones. They also threatened us with dire consequences if we 
published any scandalous story in our newspaper,'' they said. The News July 16, 2011 

Pakistan based foreign correspondent assaulted by police: Waqar Kiani, 32, 
Pakistan-based correspondent of British newspaper "Guardian" was assaulted allegedly 
by police in Islamabad, the capital city of Pakistan on 18 June, 2011. He was attacked 
after five days of a news report published in Guardian and other newspapers about 
abduction and torture by suspected Pakistani intelligence agents in July 2008 in 
Islamabad. Kiani told Pakistan Press Foundation that he was on his way home from 
Islamabad on when some policemen in a police van ordered him to stop and get out of 
the car and said that they had to search his car. As he stepped out, four police personnel 
started beating him with sticks and a rubber flog. "They said 'You want to be a hero? 
We'll make you a hero',"We're going to make an example of you'." Kiani received injuries 
on his face and back and was shifted to the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) 
by rescue services, where he was given medical aid. Pakistan Press Foundation, June 20, 
2011. 

Police beat a cameraman for filming torture of a boy: Waheed Butt, 40, cameraman, 
of Geo News, a leading private news channel, was arrested and assaulted by police as he 
was filming the arrest of a 12-year boy by police on June 17, 2011 in Lahore, capital city 
of Punjab province of Pakistan. Butt, who is also president of Lahore Cameramen 
Association (LCA), told Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) that when he was going to his 
office to perform routine duty, he saw four policemen arresting and beat up 12-year boy. 
When Butt asked as why they are dragging the boy, police personnel misbehaved him 
and said ‘stay out of this matter'. Butt followed police vehicle on his bike and captured 
the scene with his mobile phone camera. Noticing him, they stopped the vehicle, Station 
House Officer (SHO) Ahsan Ilahi got out of vehicle and snatched his mobile phone and 
ordered his men to arrest him although Butt told them that he is cameraman, working 
with a famous media organization. Pakistan Press Foundation, June 20, 2011. 

A journalist was arrested, beaten and abused by police: Jamal Tarakai, 36, a Quetta-based 
photojournalist working for various media organizations, who had filmed the first video 
of security forces' firing on the five Chechens including three women on May 17, 
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2011,was arrested, beaten and abused by police in Quetta, the capital city of Balochistan 
province on morning of June 14, 2011.  

Tarakai told the Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) that he was going to Quetta Press Club 
when policemen on two motorbikes followed him upto 2kilometers and stopped him 
near Kharotabad Police Station and took him to the police station, where he introduced 
himself and told that he was going for his routine duty. A policeman threw his identity 
card to floor and misbehaved. When Tarakai objected, they started beating him dashing 
on floor. He received bruises on his body. Tarakai said that he made some calls to inform 
journalists about his arrest who reached at police station and got him released after an 
hour. Tarakai said he had been receiving threatening calls on his cell phone since 
Kharotabad incident but few days back he had received a threat from an unknown man 
who called at the Quetta Press Club and told the club's Vice President Yaqoob Shahwani 
that Tarakai had committed a big mistake by handing over the films and photographs to 
the tribunal. He said he was feeling insecure because of the police attitude. 

Eight journalists injured in twin bomb blasts: Two blasts ripped through military 
cantonment's Khyber Super Market, a commercial and residential area of Peshawar, the 
capital city of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan late night on June 11, 2011.  
Around 39 people were killed and more than 100 were injured in the blasts. Police 
investigators believe the first bomb of low intensity was planted as a trap to target mostly 
the police and journalists who were expected to reach the site of the explosion. Several 
journalists including Bureau Chief of "Dunya TV" Saifullah Gul, reporter "Dunya TV" 
Imran Bukhari, a young internee at daily "The News" Shafiullah, sub-editor of daily "The 
News" Barkatullah Marwat, reporter of "Geo TV" Qazi Fazlullah, cameraman of "AVT 
Khyber" Hashim Ali and reporters of daily "Akhbar-i-Khyber" Sheheryar and Riaz were 
also among the injured. Shafiullah who was doing his internship at daily "The News" is in 
critical condition at Burn Care Centre in Wah Cantt, later on he died on June 15. Other 
injured journalists were, however, in stable condition after receiving first aid. (Pakistan 
Press Foundation)  

A journalist and a cameraman were injured when police attacked them; 25 men 
from the Crime Investigation Department (CID) police attacked a reporter and 
cameraman from Express News who went to cover a raid in Ferozabad, Karachi, capital 
of Sindh. Reporter Wasiq Mohammad was tipped off that the CID police would be 
conducting an operation to make arrests of criminals who have been living in the Jheel 
Park area in Ferozabad, Karachi. When Zohaib took out his camera to capture footage of 
the raid, four constables in plainclothes snatched his camera and broke it. They took 
away Zohaib's mobile phone and began hitting him. When the team's driver tried to 
intercede they hit him as well and handcuffed both the men. (Pakistan Press Foundation) 
 
A journalist hit by bullet: A journalist was wounded in an incident of firing in Turbat, 
Balochistan on May 4, 2011. According to sources, private TV reporter Jahangir Aslam 
and Directorate of Public Relation Balochistan Sector Incharge Abdul Wahid Baloch 
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were heading towards their residence from Press Club in Turbat when gunmen opened 
in-discriminate firing on them, injuring them critically.Meanwhile, the Balochistan Union 
of Journalists strongly condemned attack on the media man and DPR official, 
demanding the government gear up effort to ensure security of journalists. Five 
journalists had been killed and two injured during the last six months in Makran 
Division. But no culprit has been arrested so far. (The Nation, February 2, 2011) 

A journalist was abducted on the suspicion of throwing shoe at judge: Muhammad 
Rafique Balouch, a reporter of Urdu language daily "Ummat" and Vice President, 
Karachi Union of Journalists (KUJ), was abducted by four unidentified people in plain 
clothes on March 21, 2011 in Karachi, the Southern port city and capital of Sindh 
province of Pakistan. 

Balouch told Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) that on Monday, March 21, 2011, at 
8.30am as he was going to Sindh High Court (SHC) to attend the hearing of 7th Wage 
Board Award hearing, four unidentified men in a car intercepted him. Three of them 
came out of the car and asked his identity. They inquired where he was going and when 
he said he was to the Sindh High Court, they forcibly put him in their car, blindfolded 
him and drove away. After a 20-minute drive they took him to an unknown building and 
asked questions on Wage Board award movement and about KUJ President Siraj Ahmed 
and General Secretary Hassan Abbas. The abductors said they had information that 
Balouch planned to throw a shoe on the face of Chief Justice of SHC during hearing, and 
that they were deputed to remove Balouch from the scene. After four hours, the 
abductors again took him in car and freed him in the city centre and warned him not to 
tell anyone about this incident. Balouch was kept blindfolded during the entire ordeal. 

Camera operator struck by stray bullet at Punjab Assembly premises: On 14 March 
2011, Mohammad Fayyaz Qamar, 25, a Lahore-based cameraman for Dunya News TV, 
was shot and injured in the premises of Punjab Assembly, a high security zone in Lahore, 
while he was covering an event. A stray bullet hit him while he was sitting in an area 
designated for journalists. According to press reports the incident took place when the 
Punjab Assembly's 23rd session was in progress and just before Speaker Rana 
Muhammad Iqbal Khan gave a short break for prayer. Around 80 journalists from 
different media organisations were present inside the media camp when a 30-bore pistol 
bullet came from the direction of Wapda House, piercing through the tent, and hit the 
back of the cameraman after rebounding from a chair. The rescue team took Qamar to a 
local hospital where he was given first aid and he is said to be out of danger. (Pakistan 
Press Foundation) 

Dawn news team was attacked by sub-machine guns: A reporting team of 
"DawnNews", a private TV news channel, was fired upon by unidentified persons in 
Tehsil Jati of district Thatta in Pakistan's second largest Sindh province on February 04, 
2011. The team was attacked as they were reporting illegal seizure of landfor their 
programme. The reporting team included senior anchor Syed Talat Hussain and 
cameraman Haider Ali. He told Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) that they were 
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recording their programme on the plight of flood affectees in interior Sindh. Ali said few 
villagers informed them that Ghulam Qadir Malkani, a former advisor to the Chief 
Minister of Sindh, had forcibly evicted them from their 200 acre land which included 
their crops and homes. The reporting team decided to confirm the report. Ali said he and 
Hussain walked ahead in the field. Hussain identified himself in loud voice and called the 
people there but no one replied. 

Suddenly, snipers opened fire on the reporting team. Some of armed men also followed 
the reporting team is it tried to flee. Hussain and Ali managed to escape to a safe area. 
Cameraman Ali didn't shut off his camera and recorded the incident. According to press 
reports, sub-machine guns and other sophisticated weapons were used in the attack and 
the pellets from the rounds landed around the team.The Dawn News and journalistic 
organizations have condemned the attack on journalists demanding an immediate 
investigation in the incident.  

A senior journalist is abducted: A group of armed men with covered faces kidnapped 
senior tribal journalist Rahmatullah Darpakhel from Miramshah, North Waziristan, on 
August 7, 2011. He was associated with an Urdu daily Ausaf. Rahmatullah was shopping 
in the bazaar when a group of armed men bundled him into a car and drove away. He 
was careful while writing about issues and incidents taking place in the volatile North 
Waziristan. He had reportedly refused to work with the foreign media due to the dangers 
associated with journalistic assignments in the militancy-hit tribal region. The News 
reported on August 8, that the tribal sources said a mysterious group, Khurasan, which is 
considered as an intelligence wing of the Taliban, was said to be behind such kidnappings 
and murder of the tribesmen in North Waziristan. 

Local Taliban led by Hafiz Gul Bahadur denied involvement in Rahmatullah's 
kidnapping and denounced the incident. Their spokesman Ahmadullah Ahmadi said they 
had launched efforts for safe recovery of the journalist. 

Journalists were attacked   
A bomb was planted at the house of a journalist: The house of Jawed Noor, senior 
correspondent of daily "Mashriq" and the president of Wanna Press Club was blown up 
with explosive device placed by some unknown miscreants in the midnight of Thursday, 
October 20, 2011, at Wanna, the headquarter of South Waziristan Agency of Federally 
Administrated Tribal Areas of Pakistan. Noor told PPF that some miscreants blow up his 
house by placing a bag of explosive device outside. He was in Peshawar at the time of 
attack. His family members awakened when they heard a big sound of blast, all members 
are safe, however the walls and window panes of the house were damaged, he said. He 
told that he had received death threats on phone calls few days ago, but he didn't take 
any notice of it. Noor said, there are many militant groups in FATA, and they don't want 
journalists to publish the truth or any news against them. 
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Seven journalists were injured in attack by students: Shahzad Anwar, Vice president 
of Multan Press Club and chief photographer of Daily "Pakistan Akhbaar" and six other 
journalists were injured in a clash with the students of state-run Bahauddin Zakariya 
University (BZU), when students were protesting for their demands outside the Press 
Club, in Multan, the city of Punjab province in Pakistan. According to press reports, 
around 200 students from the BZU Veterinary Department had been protesting for their 
summer vacations to be announced but the head of the Veterinary Department had yet 
to issue a notice in this regard. The students were also protesting that the Pakistan 
Veterinary Medical Council (PVMC) had not yet accredited their courses even after a 
passage of five years. They blocked the traffic and did not pay heed to appeals for ending 
the blockage. 

Seven media persons including photographer of daily Sang-e-Meel, Ayaz Ali Sheikh, 
cameraman of Samaa TV, Iqrar, reporter from Naya Daur, Zafar Iqbal, chief 
photographer daily ‘Din' Zafarul Islam, cameraman Apna TV, Suhail Qureshi, 
cameraman ‘Dunya' TV channel Tariq Nazir Chaudhry and photographer Daily Pakistan 
Akhbaar, Shahzad Anwar sustained injuries. Ayaz Ali Sheikh and Iqrar were rushed to 
Nishtar hospital. Jahangir Moon, 60, the coach of Multan Cricket Club and associate 
member of the press club, who was injured as a stone hit him at the head, was also 
shifted to the Nishtar Hospital where he died. (Pakistan Press Foundation) 

President of Hyderabad press club was under attack A meeting of the General Body 
of the Hyderabad Press Club (HPC) has demanded the immediate arrest of criminals 
involved in firing on the car of a senior journalist and club's former president Mahesh 
Kumar. President HPC Jafar Memon condemned the firing incident which took place on 
Friday outside the club. Some motorcyclists fired upon the car of Mahesh Kumar. 
(Pakistan Press Foundation) 

Media teams of Samma TV were attacked two times: The Samaa TV channel was 
attacked two times during the year. On January 1, it was attacked by unknown armed 
men who detained the media team for over two hours in the Industrial town of 
Faisalabad, Punjab province. The reporting team included, Reporter Mannan Ashraf, 
Cameraman Salman Ashraf, Trainees Muhammad Sajid and Muhammad Saeed, Satellite 
Engineer Irfan Serwer and driver Mohammed Majeed. While the SAMAA team was 
conducting the interview, two men came and hit DSNG van. When Serwer and Majeed 
who were present in van asked the reason, they used abusive language and demanded the 
reporting team leave the area. After exchange of hot words, both men went back to call 
their accomplices.  

On July 28, 2011, a reporting team of "SAMAA TV", a private news channel, was 
attacked by a group of miscreants who manhandled the crew for one and half hour and 
warned them of dire consequences if they continued coverage in the area. They also 
attacked the channel's van, setting it ablaze on 28 July 2011 in Karachi, the capital city of 
Sindh province of Pakistan. The reporting team included reporter Ghayasuddin, 
cameraman Faisal Aghai and driver Zahid Shah. 
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Foreign channels' live coverage from Abbottabad barred  
The Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority has barred all major foreign 
television channels from making live broadcasts from Abbottabad five days after US 
commandos killed Al Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden there in the May 2 operation by US 
navy commandos, reflecting the government's unease over the coverage of perceived 
failures of its agencies. 

The Pemra issued a restraining order in a statement released by the government's Press 
Information Department on Saturday evening, accusing nine channels, the BBC and 
CNN included, of violating section 30 of the Pemra Act. The statement added that 
Pemra had stopped "foreign satellite TV channels from illegal uplinking of signals and 
live covering (of) news from Abbottabad". The agency named the channels as Fox News, 
NBC News, CNN, CNS, IBN, BBC, Al-Jazeera, Voice of America (VOA) and Sky 
News.''All foreign channels have been issued notices to show cause (about their alleged 
illegalities) and stop illegal activity immediately,'' the statement said. It said: ''Pemra issues 
temporary uplinking for covering any event live from Pakistan for a specific event and 
time" and added: "Pemra being a regulator is steadfast in discharging its regulatory 
responsibility and ensuring level playing field for all stakeholders.'' Daily Dawn May 8, 
2011. 

Pemra asks cable operators to shut Aag TV: Continuing its vicious persecution 
campaign against the Jang and Geo Group, Pemra has now asked cable operators to shut 
down another Geo channel, Aag TV, The News reported on April 4, 2011. These Pemra 
orders were given verbally to cable operators to close the youth channel of Geo, which 
had planned to show the IPL cricket matches to the cricket loving people of Pakistan 
after its sports channel, Geo Super, was shut down. However, not all cable operators 
have followed the verbal instructions and some have asked Pemra to send the orders in 
writing. Pemra struck the Jang Group within days with this new ban on Aag TV after it 
denied the people of Pakistan to see the IPL cricket matches through their most popular 
Geo Sports channel.  

Govt orders Geo Super not to air from Pakistan: The country's most popular and 
exclusive sports TV channel — Geo Super — stands punished by the government for its 
overwhelming popularity and incessant efforts to promote sports. At the government's 
behest, the Pakistan Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra) has ordered Geo Super to stop 
airing from Pakistan. Geo Super had earned exclusive rights to telecast the cricket World 
Cup, and the Supreme Court of Pakistan made Pemra give an undertaking to make sure 
Geo Super is not disturbed. These orders were not only violated but right after the 
World Cup was over, Pemra refused Geo Super permission to air from Pakistan. The 
government has not issued the uplink licence to Geo Super to telecast from Pakistan. 
Geo Super had earned exclusive rights to telecast the cricket World Cup, and the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan made Pemra give an undertaking to make sure Geo Super is 
not disturbed. These orders were not only violated but right after the World Cup was 
over, Pemra refused Geo Super permission to air from Pakistan. The government has 
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not issued the uplink licence to Geo Super to telecast from Pakistan. When Geo Super 
contacted Pemra for a new permission on April 1, it (Pemra) sought several details in a 
letter on April 4, besides issuing orders that Geo Super should not be telecast from 
Pakistan. Pemra also warned Geo Super of action under the Pemra Ordinance in case the 
orders were violated. 

Militants blew up radio station FM 93:Suspected militants blew up parts of the 
privately-owned radio station FM 93 Dilbar Radio at about 1:30 a.m. on April 20, 2011 
after planting explosives around the building housing the station. Radio Dilbar is located 
in the town of Charsadda, 120 kilometres southeast of Peshawar in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, and broadcasts a mix of news and music. According to press 
reports, unknown persons planted powerful explosive material around the station; two 
rooms and the boundary wall of the radio station were completely destroyed and some 
equipment was also damaged in the blast. Two technical staff members and two security 
guards were present at the time of the blast but no injuries or loss of life was reported. 
Shahryar Shah, station manager of Radio Dilbar, told Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF) 
that the radio station had temporarily stopped transmission for 18 hours, but had 
resumed transmission later that evening.  

3. Rule of law 

Throughout the year 2011 the absence of rule of law was observed as people were killed 
in sectarian, religious, ethnic and targeted violence which included high profile 
personalities. The government and its institutions remained silent and have proven 
themselves incapable of maintaining control.  

The state has proved itself dysfunctional. The state has not only failed to recognise but 
actually turned a blind eye to the large scale abductions, extra judicial killings, torture in 
custody, the torture cells of armed forces, religious intolerance, rape, persecution of 
religious minorities and their insecurity, child abuse and the absence of the rule of law. 
The state and the government do not take any effective action to protect the rule of law 
and respect the citizens. In fact, the popular perception is that these violations, 
abductions and killings take place with the knowledge of the country's intelligence 
services and other authorities. 

Nowhere in the country is the rule of law found. The law enforcement agencies are 
complicit in the un-rule of law. These recent incidents, as well as other incidents during 
the past six months expose the complete breakdown of the rule of law in the presence of 
an independent judiciary and parliament. The army firmly believes that it is above the law 
of the land and never misses an opportunity to thumb their noses at the government 
whenever it gets the chance. The basic concept of rule of law is totally eroded from the 
governance which is why, time after time, such incidents take place. The army also exerts 
pressure on the media, never allowing it to work freely. This is plainly evident by the fact 
that the aforementioned incidents were down played by the media because of threats and 
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intimidation to media houses and journalists. Many journalists have already been tortured 
and killed the army and its intelligence agencies which is a forceful reminder for self 
censorship. 

There can be no possible justification for the deaths of innocent persons in the name of 
religion. Religious minorities see no form of protection or redress from the government 
whose campaign promise was to provide protection for every citizen of the country. 
However, it is ironic that one of the very people responsible for these atrocities is being 
protected by the very government that is supposed to be protecting his victims. 

4. Extra judicial killings 

Extra-judicial killings are typically the 
end-point of a string of human rights 
abuses that include encounters, 
abduction or arbitrary arrest, forced 
disappearance and torture. The bodies 
of disappeared persons are often 
dumped on the roadside, riddled with 
bullets. This pattern of abuse has 
reportedly become a routine method 
used by Pakistan’s intelligence agencies. 

During 2011, over 120 persons are thought to have been killed extrajudicially following 
their abduction and disappearance by the State. According to independent sources 
thousands of people are reported to have been subjected to enforced disappearance in 
recent years, in particular in resource-rich Balochistan including form Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkha (KP) and Punjab provinces. 

Despite the scale of the problem of extra-judicial killings in Pakistan, and despite the fact 
that the country now has a civilian government since the ouster of President General 
Pervez Musharraf, the authorities have not taken any meaningful steps to address this 
grave problem. Indeed, many of the disappeared and subsequently killed persons were 
arrested in the presence of the police. In most cases, when complaints concerning these 
persons' disappearance are made by relatives of human rights defenders, the police refuse 
to lodge an FIR, because of the involvement of state intelligence agencies and their 
collusion with or subservience to this powerful entity in Pakistan, which appears to 
operate above the law and with total impunity for even the gravest rights abuses. 

Saleem Shahzad, Pakistan Bureau Chief of the Asia Times Online, an online news agency 
based in Hong Kong, who had earlier announced the danger to his life from the 
intelligence services (ISI) in Pakistan was abducted on Sunday, May 29, and his body was 
discovered on May 31. This is one more of the mysterious abductions and extrajudicial 
killings that have been taking place in Pakistan on a regular basis. He is the 70th journalist 
to meet this fate since 2000. Many other civilians have also been abducted and 
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disappeared and their numbers are counted in the 
thousands. The state has failed to recognise these large 
scale abductions and killings and take any effective 
action to prevent them from occurring. 

Mr. Saleem Shahzad, was going to a private television 
channel, the Dunya News, to participate at a talk show 
in the programme, 'In-Session', on the issue of the 
terrorist attack on PNS Mehran Naval base Karachi. On 
Sunday, 29 May 2011, he left home at 5.30 in the 
evening to join the TV talk show but did not reach the 
station.  

Later on the US government came out with a statement that Pakistan's 'notorious' 
intelligence agency was involved in the killing of Saleem Shazad. 

215 missing persons were extra judicially killed in Balochistan 
The Asian Human Rights Commission has documented that in Balochistan province 215 
missing persons were extra judicial killed during the period from July 2010 to October 
2011 and more than 100 persons were killed during the 10 months of 2011 alone. The 
family members of the victims claimed that the killed persons were abducted or taken 
into custody by the law enforcement agencies. The journalists, teachers, political activists, 
students and human rights defenders have been targeted in particular.  

Please find here the list of 169 persons, who were extra judicially killed after their 
disappearance: http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/pdf/AHRC-STM-
144-2011.pdf  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-144-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-174-2011/  

During the period in which thousands have reportedly been subject to forced 
disappearance and hundreds are known to have been tortured and executed extra-
judicially, Pakistan has been a member of the Human Rights Council. All this time, the 
situation in the country has hardly featured in discussions held by the Council, despite 
clearly being one of the flashpoints of insecurity and human rights violations in the 
region and the world. 

Children were also not spared from the extra-judicial Killings 
There were reports that children were also not spared from the extrajudicial killings on 
the charges of taking participation in the protest meetings and having links with such 
organizations. The first two victims of the brutal 'kill and dump' policy were Irfat Baloch 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/pdf/AHRC-STM-144-2011.pdf�
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and Kareem Jan Baloch. Irfat, a teenage boy, was a student of Turbat Degree College. He 
was abducted along with two other friends on September 23, 2011 from Pasni Cross. 
Their vehicle was intercepted when they were on their way to Quetta for a study tour. 
Kareem Jan Baloch, a political and social activist, went missing on August 8, 2011 from 
Tump, district Kech. He was detained illegally for 58 days before his brutally tortured 
body was found along with Irfat Baloch. On October 9, the Baloch nation witnessed one 
of its most terrible days when the bullet-riddled bodies of 11-year-old Abdul Wahid 
Baloch (who was also called Balaach) and Ghulam Ullah Baloch, General Secretary of 
Baloch Watan Movement, were found from Baghbana, Khuzdar. Balaach was abducted 
on August 8, 2011 from Khuzdar in the presence of several eyewitnesses. Personnel 
wearing plain clothes in several vehicles abducted him at gunpoint from a busy market in 
broad daylight. His tiny body had to bear inhumane torture for 62 days before a bullet in 
his brain ended his suffering in October. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/opinions/columns/AHRC-ETC-049-2011  

Cold blooded killing of a young man by the Rangers 
The people of Pakistan were stunned when they watched the video showing Rangers 
personnel killing a young man in cold blood in a public place in the evening of 8 June 
2011. Passers-by gathered around the scene and made videos of the incident. Footage of 
the incident, filmed by cameraman Abdul Salam Soomro, was broad cast for the whole 
day which proved that the victim was unarmed and refusing the charges of stealing. The 
Cameraman was threatened by the rangers and is in hiding. Before the video was aired, 
making the reality of the incident public, a spokesperson of the Sindh Rangers, a 

paramilitary force, issued a press 
statement claiming that the 25 year 
old Sarfaraz Shah was killed during an 
encounter with Rangers deployed 
outside a park in Karachi. The 
accused officials were arrested after 
the protests from different corners 
and media and they were punished by 
the Anti-terrorist court but they have 
appealed and case is pending in the 
high court. 

Please see the video presentation 
at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usCgLInO0V8&feature=channel_video_title  

Encounter killings to justify extra judicial killing  
The pretext of an ''encounter killing'' is typically used by law enforcement or security 
forces to justify extra-judicial killings. One horrific example amongst many is the alleged 
reprisal killing by the police of a lawyer and human rights defender’s son, which shows 
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the significant obstacles that are faced by those who wish to seek redress concerning the 
killing of their loved ones in Pakistan. 

It is alleged that the local police and persons involved in land-grabbing had a score to 
settle with the lawyer, Mr. Muhammad Yousuf Butt, for his work against land-grabbing 
and his social work. Mr. Butt was an activist during the lawyer's movement for the 
restoration of the Chief Justice Iftekhar Choudhry, when he was suspended by the then-
military ruler, General Musharraf. On December 28, 2010, in Manzoor colony, Jamshed 
quarters town, Karachi, Sindh province, Mr. Butt’s son, Mr. Muhammad Ali Butt, who is 
a constable in the reserve police, was taken away by six policemen and five men in plain 
clothes. Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Faisal Jaffery, stated that he was required at the 
police station, and told his father to come to Firozabad police station. However, when 
they went to the police station they were turned away. When the father returned the next 
day, he was told that his son had been killed the previous night in a police encounter. His 
body had six bullet wounds to the torso and many torture marks. 

Mr. Butt contacted the Baloch colony police station, in whose jurisdiction police 
encounter reportedly occurred, but the police refused to record a First Information 
Report (FIR). He also tried to lodge an FIR at Firozabad police station against the police 
officials who abducted his son, but was reportedly threatened with also becoming the 
victim of a fake police encounter. The court ordered the police to file the FIR against the 
accused persons. During the court proceedings, the police claimed that Mr. Butt's son 
died in a police encounter. But the post-mortem report proved the report of police to be 
false. A police statement said that accused police officials were suspended but later on in 
the court it was proved that they have never been suspended. The case is still in the 
court.  

Absence of rule of law provides impunity to military officials 
In the recent days it is observed that officials of the Pakistan army and Para-military have 
been on a rampage, taking the law into their own hands and have received impunity 
through pure force. The sad aspect of these incidents is that the print and electronic 
media are purposely avoiding coverage of the events because of self censorship on the 
pretext of national security. 

In one incident that occurred on August 24 police officers from R.A. Bazar police 
station, Rawalpindi, Punjab province, arrested two suspected persons from a market 
place. The men were collecting extortion money and teasing the women. The arrested 
persons told the police that they were from the army but could not prove their identity. 
The officers took them to police station but one of the arrested persons managed to 
escape from police custody. In an astonishing act as the police brought the remaining 
accused to the station 50 army personnel, under the command of a captain, attacked the 
police station. They forced their way into the station, severely beat all the policemen 
present, abducted two police officials and kept them in illegal detention. The abducted 
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officers were also severely tortured in military custody and were finally released four 
hours later. The whole police station was ransacked and bullets were fired inside the 
building.  

In another incident, just three days after the above incident, on August 27, officials of the 
army tortured to death a Station House Officer (SHO) of the Chacrala police station, 
Mianwali, Punjab province. Other police officials were also severely injured. The SHO's 
'sin' was that he stopped a truck of the Pakistan army's Frontier Works Organisation 
(FWO) for a routine check at the high way. A case was filed but no arrests have been 
made because of hindrance from the army. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-
news/AHRC-STM-113-2011/  

Young Hindu was abducted from police station by a religious mob and 
his whereabouts are unknown. Police refuse to investigate 
A young Hindu scheduled cast man, Mr. Mohabat Mal son of Veero Mal, resident of 
Mirpurkhas, Sindh province, was abducted by a mob of hundreds of persons from a 
police station. The police stopped further investigation because of the involvement of a 
powerful religious group. Since his abduction on May 12, his whereabouts are unknown. 
This is the second time he was abducted. He was previously abducted by a group of local 
religious leaders including the leader of the mosque and kept in their custody, allegedly 
for nine months. The victim alleged that he was raped during his captivity and forced 
him to convert his religion by signing plain papers. The high police officers of the district 
Mirpurkhas, Sindh have told the family members, leaders of the Hindu community and 
the lawyers that they could not do against the mob as there were chances of riots. Since 
then police have stopped the investigation into the case.  

On May 12, victim went to police station where a big mob amounting to hundreds of 
people were gathered outside. The police took him inside the police station to record his 
statement before producing him in session’s court. The mosque leader and others told 
the police officials that he is Muslim and they will produce him before the session’s 
court. The police once again when confronted by religious extremists remained silent 
spectators. The high officers of the police arrived at the scene but told the family 
members that they cannot stop the mob as there are chances of Hindu/Muslim riots. 
The police did not stop and follow the mob when they took the victim and the mob 
continuously announced that the victim was their new Muslim friend when they took 
away him to an unknown destination. Instead of arresting the perpetrators police have 
arrested victim’s father and his two maternal uncles on the charges of abduction on the 
application of the Mosque leader. The mother and other family members are in hiding. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-097-2011/  
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Religious intolerance and killings 
The government has a policy of appeasement to the groups who were responsible of the 
bloody clashes. During the year in Karachi, the capital of Sindh province and largest 
industrial and commercial, 1800 persons were killed in street fighting between the ruling 
parties and also in targeted killings. Because of the Supreme Court's intervention it was 
possible to control the killings in Karachi. In Balochistan province, around 60 persons 
were killed in sectarian killings by a dominant Muslim militant sect and more than 100 
missing persons were extra judicially killed during captivity of law enforcement agencies 
and militant groups.  

  

Assassinated Shahbaz Bhatti, former Minister of Minorities and former Governor 
Salman Taseer 

Punjab province remained the strong hold for banned militant organization where the 
extremist elements killed members of different religious groups including Christians and 
Ahmadis, a minority sect of Islam. The year started with the killing of provincial sitting 
governor in day time by a police man who was part of his security detail for supporting 
one accused Christian lady, Aasia, accused of blasphemy. Later on the killer became the 
hero and there were strong protests for his release. Only, within two months of the 
assassination of governor of Punjab, Salman Taseer a federal minister, Mr. Shabaz Bhatti 
was assassinated in broad day light near to his house. The federal minister was Christian 
and holding the charge of Ministry of Minority Affairs. He was also driving a movement 
against the misuse of Blasphemy laws and implication of Christian and other religious 
minority groups. There was jubilation in favour of killings of high profile personalities 
and it is found that government machinery at provincial level was complicit in the 
jubilation. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-005-2011/;   
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-036-2011/  

The killer of the governor Taseer has announced that before killing him and requested 
the higher officers of police to depute him out of turn on the security duty of the 
governor. 
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The killings of the former governor and former federal minister started after the open 
threats from the religious leaders and mosque leaders (Imams) for the killing of those 
persons who are against the blasphemy law or supporting the accused persons who 
committed the blasphemy. The Muslim religious have also announced head money for 
the killings and reservation of killers in the paradise. The civil society was very critical of 
such threats but the government and law enforcement authorities did not take action 
against such religious leaders who got impunity by the government machineries. The 
government has not enforced the law against the misuse of loudspeakers from the 
mosques. According to law of 2004 the loudspeakers from the mosque can be used only 
for the Friday sermons and Azan, five times calling for prayers. But throughout the 
country the mosques are using loudspeakers to preach their hate messages and 
authorities remain silent.  

On 9 January 2011, a rally was organised by Tahaffauz-e-Namoos-e-Risalat, which is a 
conglomerate of religious parties, opposed to amendments of the country's blasphemy 
laws. It is these possible amendments that were behind the assassination of the governor 
of the province, Salman Taseer by one of his own security guards. The rally, while 
demonstrating against the amendments also showed support for the assassin, Mumtaz 
Quadri. "He is a hero and we salute his courage," the speakers declared. It is known that 
more than 3,000 police officers were present, supposedly to maintain law and order. 
However, when the speakers announced over their public address system that anyone 
showing support for the amendments to the blasphemy laws should face the same fate as 
Salman Taseer no officer or government official moved to silence them. The vast 
majority of the participants were students from the Madrassas. One of the speakers was a 
member of the banned organisation, Jamaat-ud-Dawa which is banned by both Pakistan 
and the United States; however, once again, no move was made to prevent him from 
publically representing this banned organisation. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAG-001-2011/  

A YouTube presentation recently found on the internet shows Mumtaz Quadri, the 
assassin of the slain governor, Salman Taseer, singing in the custody of the police during 
his interrogation. The officers are seen standing by and sitting next to him, enjoying the 
performance. Quadri was reciting 'Naat', a poem in praise of the Prophet Mohammad, 
peace be upon him. The Pakistani police are infamous for their inhuman and cruel 
treatment of the prisoners in their custody but Quadri is being given celebrity status. The 
video was recorded by one of the officers in the presence of a Superintendent of Police 
who arranged for it to be distributed in order to make Quadri a hero in the Muslim 
community.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p95jH90vpjw  

Still the Muslim leaders are preaching killings of those parliamentarians and persons who 
were demanding the amendments but no case has been initiated by the government to 
prosecute the Muslim leaders. One member of the ruling party and member of the 
national assembly, Ms. Sherry Rehman, was also threatened with death for putting the 
bill in the assembly for the amendment in the blasphemy law. She was provided security 
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but the perpetrators were not nabbed. In similar fashion to the lack of action by the 
police and the security detail during and following the death of high officials the 
government has taken no action whatsoever to curtail the hate speeches and religious 
intolerance by the fundamentalist.  

Government is silent in the wake of call for nuclear jihad by religious 
extremist 
The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has consistently reported in the recent 
weeks on the issue of the government's refusal to take action on the incitement to 
murder and civil disobedience by religious extremists. Several high profile cases have 
been reported on both matters by the AHRC and other international NGOs, however, 
the government has taken no action to either arrest or halt the messages of hatred and 
intimidation. 

Taking advantage of the government's appeasement policy towards religious intolerance 
and the killing of people, the extremists have openly started preaching the use of nuclear 
weapons against a neighbouring country in the name of Jihad. Now in a recent and 
shocking incident in Lahore on February 6, 2011, an extremist by the name of Hafiz 
Saeed, the leader of the Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD), spoke in a public rally of 20,000 people 
calling for Jihad in the form of a nuclear war against India. Saeed is wanted in connection 
with the bombings in Mumbai and the JuD itself is banned in Pakistan. However, once 
again the government has turned a blind eye and taken no action to either arrest this man 
or control the situation. This is, indeed a routine attitude of the government. In an effort 
to fend off responsibility for the bombings Saeed accused India of masterminding the 
attacks for political gain.  

By tolerating such threats of the use of nuclear weapons it seems that the government 
does not fully appreciate the horror of a nuclear attack. The most dangerous 
interpretation of such announcements would be that the nuclear assets of the country are 
not in safe hands and Muslim extremists have or can have access to these weapons. By 
failing to reign in the extremists and stop their messages of hate the government is, in 
fact, colluding with them. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-
031-2011/  

The Son of assassinated governor was also abducted by the religious 
banned organization and government was unable to recover him 
Shahbaz Taseer, 27-year-old and son of assassinated governor of Punjab, Salam Taseer, 
was kidnapped in the month of August by a militant banned group, named as Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi (LeJ), since then he was not recovered by the government as it was feared that if 
authorities take action against the abductors the terrorist would create problem for the 
provincial government of Punjab.  
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It is confirmed that he is being held in the tribal badlands of Waziristan; his captors are 
religious extremists,  and Taseer was sold to Taliban by the LeJ. It was reported that the 
LeJ is negotiating through the Punjab government for the release of Qadri in exchange 
for Shahbaz Taseer. The negotiations are apparently being carried out under the 
supervision of the law minister of Punjab province who is notorious for having 
relationships with the banned militant groups. Therefore all efforts for the release of 
Shahbaz have been in the interests of the militant organisations.  

The state has totally failed to provide protection to the citizens from the religious 
militant organisations who are surviving on the mercy of Jihadis.  

A militant who confessed killing of more than 100 persons was 
released by the Supreme Court 
It has been stated before in many forums that the government of Pakistan is turning a 
blind eye to the atrocities perpetrated by the religious militant groups. Malik Ishaq, well 
known as a killer in many incidents of sectarian violence and bomb blasts has been taken 
by the state after killing over 100 victims. Malik remained in detention for 14 years but 
the government could not provided protection to witnesses. Also the prosecution 
produced very weak cases which ultimately benefitted his defence. Subsequently he was 
released on bail by the Supreme Court on the grounds of these weak cases. He still faces 
seven cases and confessed that he had planned the attack on the Sri Lankan Cricket 
Team when he was in jail in March 2009. In the attack seven security personnel were 
killed. Immediately after his release on bail he visited many places and roused the people 
on sectarian issues. It is suspected that he was involved in the killing of the 29 Shia 
pilgrims from the Hazara tribe in Mastung, Balochistan province as they were going in a 
bus to visit the shrines of religious leaders in Iran; the LeJ has come out openly and 
announced that it would continue its movement against the Shia sect. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-126-2011/  

The killings of persons from Shia sect of Islam is ignored 
Shias in the incident of September 20, 27 persons from The Shia sect of Islam were 
ambushed by the death squad of a banned religious organization, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) 
within half a kilometer from a FC check post. According to official reports the gunmen 
shot dead 26 Pakistani Shia Muslim pilgrims travelling to Iran, the deadliest attack on the 
minority community in Pakistan for more than a year. In the brutal assault, gunmen 
ordered the pilgrims to get off their bus, lined them up and assassinated them in a hail of 
gunfire in Mastung, a district 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of Quetta, the capital of the 
southwest Baluchistan province. An hour after the first attack, unidentified gunmen 
killed another three Shias on the outskirts of Quetta whom police said were relatives of 
victims of the first incident en route to collect their bodies. In the month of October 
again Shias from Hazara tribe were attacked in Balochistan and nine shias were killed. 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-126-2011/�
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The whole Kurram agency is under the control of the Haqqani network, a very powerful 
terrorist organization under the leadership of Mr. Siraj Haqqani, who carries out terrorist 
activities inside Pakistan and Afghanistan and was involved in the killing of Nato forces. 
It operates from the Kurram agency which is at the borders of three Afghan cities and 
provides a short cut route to Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. The Kurrum agency is 
also known as Parrot's beak because of its geographical position inside the territories of 
Afghanistan. This whole area is under control of FC and Pakistan army all roads for exits 
have hundreds of check posts. But still the roads leading to Peshawar, capital of Khaiber 
Pakhtoon Kha province, particularly Thall road is under the control of Haqqani network 
and Taliban. 

In the month of April, 2011, 33 persons (all Shia) were abducted by the militant Taliban 
group from the Thall road, leading to Peshawar city, and 13 out of them were burnt and 
maimed and thrown on the road where, in those days, the Pakistan army has deployed a 
new contingent to start a new operation against the terrorists. In the last 18 months at 
least 250 people, the majority of them belonging to the Shia community, have been killed 
and 3000 have been injured at the hands of bloodthirsty criminals. The main Thall-
Peshawar Road has been closed for the last several months. 

This figure rises to more than 800 the Shias killed in terrorist attacks during the past 
three years after the FC received the powers of the police. After every terrorist attack on 
Shia religious community the LeJ claims that they were in fact, target. The LeJ is 
distributing leaflets in Balochistan province particularly, in Quetta, the capital of the 
province that Shias are infidels and they are liable to be killed according to Islamic 
teachings. These campaigns against the Shia religious community is very well known to 
Police, Frontier Constabulary, the Army and its intelligence services but no action has 
been taken against the LeJ. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-
STM-124-2011/  

Absence of rule of law provides impunity to military officials 
In the recent days it is observed that officials of the Pakistan army and Para-military have 
been on a rampage, taking the law into their own hands and have received impunity 
through pure force. The sad aspect of these incidents is that the print and electronic 
media are purposely avoiding coverage of the events because of self censorship on the 
pretext of national security. 

In one incident that occurred on August 24 police officers from R.A. Bazar police 
station, Rawalpindi, Punjab province, arrested two suspected persons from a market 
place. The men were collecting extortion money and teasing the women. The arrested 
persons told the police that they were from the army but could not prove their identity. 
The officers took them to police station but one of the arrested persons managed to 
escape from police custody. In an astonishing act as the police brought the remaining 
accused to the station 50 army personnel, under the command of a captain, attacked the 
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police station. They forced their way into the station, severely beat all the policemen 
present, abducted two police officials and kept them in illegal detention. The abducted 
officers were also severely tortured in military custody and were finally released four 
hours later. The whole police station was ransacked and bullets were fired inside the 
building.  

In another incident, just three days after the above incident, on August 27, officials of the 
army tortured to death a Station House Officer (SHO) of the Chacrala police station, 
Mianwali, Punjab province. Other police officials were also severely injured. The SHO's 
'sin' was that he stopped a truck of the Pakistan army's Frontier Works Organisation 
(FWO) for a routine check at the high way. A case was filed but no arrests have been 
made because of hindrance from the army. 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-113-2011/  

Children were booked on blasphemy charges 
There were two very prominent cases of blasphemy against the young students who 
written some words in their examination copies which were termed as the blasphemous 
and they arrested and one of them sent to jail. Controller of examination and the teachers 
have become so much fundamentalist that they even not considered that the examination 
copies are for the students to express their views freely and those can not be made 
public.  

A case of blasphemy has been registered against 17-year-old Syed Samiullah, an 
intermediate student. The incident was reported to the police by the controller of 
examinations of the Intermediate Board of Education, Karachi, who attached copies of 
Samiullah's answers sheets as evidence of his alleged blasphemy. The professor charged 
that Samiullah wrote derogatory remarks in his answer sheets against the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace Be upon Him). He was arrested on January 28, 2011 on the 
complaint of the chief controller. 

In a another case a ten-year-old Christian girl, Ms. Faryal Bhatti, misplaced a full stop in 
her Urdu examination paper on September 22, 2011, which has made hers and her 
mother's life unbearable. Faryal was a student in Sir Syed Girls High School, Pakistan 
Ordinance Factory Colony, Havelian. They have been accused of hatching a conspiracy 
against Islam and its Last Prophet (PBUH). When completing her paper the girl, who has 
not studied Islam and is therefore unfamiliar with the terminology of the religion, 
inadvertently placed a dot incorrectly in the word, Naat, meaning a poem in praise of the 
Last Prophet which changed it into the word, Lanaat which means the opposite: a 
curse. The news of her alleged transgression spread outside the school into the 
community and she was labeled a blasphemer. The mosque loud speakers helped to 
spread the news and rallies were arranged in protest against the mother and daughter. In 
response to these protests the administrators of the Pakistan Ordinance Factory Colony 
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immediately transferred the mother who was serving as a nurse at the colony's hospital. 
They were asked to leave the colony immediately.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-022-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-130-2011/  
 
A judge was forced to leave the country by the Muslim extremists and 
lawyers  

A judge of the Anti-Terrorist court who awarded death sentence to the killer of former 
governor of Punjab province was forced to leave the country after receiving threat calls 
and attacks on his court and house not only from the religious fundamentalists but also 
lawyers. The government has also exposed its powerlessness to provide security to its 
own judicial officer by sending a judge Pervez Ali Shah to leave the country along with 
his family to Saudi Arabia with his family. The judge, Malook said the government, on 
the reports of law enforcement agencies, opted to send him abroad. Judge Pervez Ali, as 
the Judge of Anti-Terrorist Court, handed down the death sentences to Qadri on 
October 1, 2011 following a trial that took place behind closed doors in the high-security 
Adiyala prison in Rawalpindi, Punjab province. 

The monster of intolerance, because of the failure of the rule of law has reached such a 
level that the custodians of the rule of law themselves find it easy to resort to violent 
tactics for the implementation of their unlawful designs. After the decision from the 
Anti-Terrorist Court, dozens of furious militant Islamist lawyers ransacked the 
courtroom of Judge Mr. Pervez Ali Shah, smashing windows to protest against the 
judgment. Finding no security from the Punjab government the Judge Shah is now not 
attending his office. The leaders of the attacks were the same lawyers who were the 
leaders at district level during the lawyer's movement.   

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-160-2011/  

The representatives of multi-national companies also use the 
blasphemy law for their business 
The misuse of the blasphemy laws is not restricted only with the fundamentalist Muslim 
groups or leaders but is being misused by multinational pharmaceutical companies as 
well. They take advantage of the law when they are not happy with doctors that do not 
prescribe their pharmaceuticals. This relatively new misuse of the blasphemy laws was 
applied on a practicing doctor who is well known in the community for not over 
prescribing medicines to his patients but rather advising them to rely on the body's 
natural resistance and exercise. 

The Cantt police of Hyderabad, Sindh province have arrested a practicing doctor, 
Naushad Valyani, on charges of committing blasphemy at the protest demonstration by 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-022-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-130-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-160-2011/�


T h e  S t a t e  o f  H um a n  R i gh t s  i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  2 0 1 1 

 

 

   Page | 45  

The State of Human Rights in Pakistan in 2011 
AHRC-SPR-008-2011 

the medical representatives of different pharmaceutical multi-national companies. Dr. 
Valyani belongs to the Agha Khani Muslim community. They are followers of Prince 
Abdul Karim Agha Khan. The incident was held during the second week of December, 
when a medical representative of Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, Mohammad Faizan, visited the 
doctor. As the doctor was busy in his usual practice he put the business card of the 
medical representative in a box on the side of his table. When Faizan realised that the 
doctor was not going to entertain him he left the doctor's room shouting that he had 
committed blasphemy by throwing his business card in a dustbin. His reasoning was that 
the business card contained the name of the Prophet Mohammad (Peace be Upon 
Him). http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-257-2010/  

The persecution of Ahmadis 
In the hate crimes against the Ahmadiyya community more than 111 Ahmadis have been 
killed in target killings since 1984 when an ordinance against Ahmadis were issued by a 
military dictator. In May last year, more than 88 people were killed in Lahore, the 
provincial capital of Punjab, when gunmen opened fire at two separate places of worship 
and, one year on, no progress has been made by investigators. 

The religious minority group of Ahmadis is under constant threat of religious hate crimes 
and no serious efforts have been initiated by the government to provide protection the 
community. 

During the year 2011, the target killings of members of Ahmadi community was 
continued and a new phase was started by the Muslim extremists on the patronage of 
Punjab government to use pressure on the educational institutions to rusticate the 
students from Ahmadia community. In the hate campaign the religious extremists have 
ordered their membership to dig out the graves of Ahmadia persons who are buried in 
grave yards. The campaign has started from the central Punjab and many dead bodies 
were excavated and thrown out of different grave yards.  

A campaign against Ahmadi students studying in mainstream schools 
and colleges 
The AHRC has recently received information that on September 22, a public meeting 
was held in Dharanwali, a settlement near Hafizabad, Punjab, which was addressed by 
mischief monger Mullahs whipping up hatred against Ahmadis. Using heart piercing 
slanderous filthy language against the followers of Ahmadis and its leadership, they 
announce that they will never allow the burial of any Ahmadiyya Muslim in their 
cemetery and they will never let any Ahmadi child study in their schools. 

Quickly after the inflaming provocation, ten Ahmadi students and a teacher were 
expelled from the local schools of Faisalabad district, Punjab. They were all expelled 
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from Chenab Public school (Principal Muhammad Yasser Arafat), and Muslim Public 
school, Dharanwali (Principal Yasser Abbas).  

Moreover, an Ahmadiyya teacher Rafiya tul Bari, daughter of Amjad Zaid Ahmad, 
teaching in Chenab Public school, Dharanwali, was also expelled for being an Ahmadiyya 
Muslim.  

In the far-flung areas of Pakistan, students from the Ahmadi community have to face 
such practices by local religious groups, influential in the school, which force Ahmadi 
students to hide their identity or to migrate to urban centers where Ahmadis face fewer 
persecutions. After the rustication of 15 Ahmadi female students and 8 male students 
from the Punjab Medical College, Faisalabad, Pakistan, the Mullahs and extremist groups 
in Pakistan have ferociously accelerated their campaign against the Ahmadi students.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-129-2011  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-139-2011  

Advertisements to kill Ahmadis were distributed openly and 
government turns blind eye 
In a hate campaign a band religious group is openly issuing pamphlets calling on citizens 
to kill people from the Ahmadiyya community. This should be done in the open and 
crowded market places as a Jihad (holy war). Killing, beating and punishing them would 
be rewarded by God. 

In the Faisalabad city of Punjab province, the second largest industrial and commercial 
city of the country a plan has been chalked out to kill the owners and their family 
members of 36 commercial and industrial establishments belonging to Ahmadiyya 
community. The plan includes the people working in those establishments which means 
more than 150 persons are targeted. Doctors and other professionals are not exempt 
from this threat. For two weeks now pamphlets and advertisements have been 
distributed calling the citizens to kill people from the Ahmadis community. This should 
be done in the open and crowded market places as a Jihad (holy war). Killing, beating 
and punishing them would be rewarded by God. The pamphlets were published by the 
All Pakistan Student Khatm-e-Nabowat Federation and were issued by the information 
department of Aalmi Majlis-e-Khatm-eNabowat Shafaat-e- Muhammadi with their 
phone numbers and email address.  

These pamphlets are being distributed on a mass scale, openly in the city from where 
more than four ministers are in the cabinets of Punjab and federal governments. These 
ministers have failed to take action on this plan of killing people from a religious 
minority group because they fear these extremists as they themselves would also be 
declared supporters of Ahmadis or infidels. In Faisalabad and its neighboring cities a 
good number of Ahmadis and Christians have been residing for at least a century but for 
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some decades now these minority community people have been killed and abducted by 
the extreme Muslim organizations to purify the 'Muslim areas'.  

In the far-flung areas of Pakistan, students from the Ahmadi community have to face 
such practices by local religious groups, influential in the school, which force Ahmadi 
students to hide their identity or to migrate to urban centers where Ahmadis face fewer 
persecutions. The Islami Jamiat Talaba (IJT), under the guidance of extremist religious 
leaders, has been allegedly assigned the task to ''clean'' the educational institutions, 
including universities and professional colleges in particular, of Ahmadi students. The 
staff of the educational institutions is being forced to provide details of the students.  

After the rustication of 15 Ahmadi female students and 8 male students from the Punjab 
Medical College, Faisalabad, Pakistan, the Mullahs and extremist groups in Pakistan have 
ferociously accelerated their campaign against the Ahmadi students.  

A senior surgeon from Ahmadiyya community was missing with his 
child 
The doctors from Ahmadiyya community remained the target of Muslim extremists. A 
senior surgeon belonging to the Ahmadiyya sect of Islam has been missing since October 
30, 2011. He was traveling in a car with his son of eleven years. The car was found 
abandoned far away from his home. 

Dr. Shah Muhammad Javed, a resident of Sadiqabad Mohallah Kotli Azad Kashmir, the 
Pakistani part of Kashmir, is a Senior Surgeon in Kotli District Hospital and also owns 
and operates a private clinic, under the name of "Dr. Shah Muhammad Javed Surgical 
Clinic", which is located opposite to the General Post office. He has been missing since 
10:30 pm, October 30, 2011. At the time he was in the company of his eleven year old 
son, Fahad Javed. They were returning to their home from their in laws' house which is 
about a five minute walk from their home. At 7:00 am on October 31, 2011 The 
Motorway Police called his clinic (as they found his visiting card from his car) and 
informed that his car Licence no: IDN 611 was parked near Dina, Jhelum,Punjab 
province. His family filed a report of an incident at the local Police Station in Kotli, Azad 
Kashmir. However, there is no clue about their whereabouts. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-167-2011/  

Blasphemy Laws—the best tool for ruining the rule of law  
The blasphemy law is only one of many institutionalized forms of religious 
discrimination in Pakistan. The Constitution declares Islam Pakistan's official religion and 
states that sovereignty belongs to Allah, effectively willing powers of legislation and legal 
interpretation to the Muslim clergy. In Pakistan, blasphemy is punishable by death, and 
desecration of the Holy Quran carries a life sentence. 
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According to data collected by the AHRC from 1986 to 2011 at least 1000 persons were 
charged under these anti-blasphemy clauses while more than 60 persons were killed 
extra-judicially by the angry mob or by individuals. No one has been executed under the 
blasphemy law but it is believed as many as 10 people have been killed while on trial. 

Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/world/critic-of-blasphemy-law-shot-dead-in-
pakistan-20110302-1bexg.html#ixzz1eV9GOnFi  

Throughout Pakistan, members of religious minorities -- Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Jews, 
Ahmedis, and Buddhists, among others -- encounter discrimination, oppression, and 
abuse at the hands of both state and non-state actors. These men, women, and children 
are systematically politically, socially, and economically disenfranchised. Members of 
these minorities are also targeted as victims of random violence, sexual assault, 
abduction, forced conversion and marriage, and other forms of assault on the basis of 
small infractions or perceived slights. 

Provisions of the Constitution, including Articles 227, 228, and 229, require that all laws 
be interpreted in the light of the Quran and that "laws shall be brought in conformity 
with the Injunctions of Islam as laid down in the Quran and Sunnah."  

Their legal rights and protections are tenuous at best. Muslims are able to coerce 
members of religious minorities and even entire communities with threats of groundless 
legal accusations -- for example, forcing individuals not to report crimes and making 
communities abandon land.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FAT-064-2010/  

4. PAKISTAN -- Enforced Disappearances 

The government has turned its back on the concept of justice and fair trial. No sensible 
inquiries into disappearances are conducted and no one is ever held accountable. Despite 
the testimonies of the few fortunate people who have survived their abductions and 
torture, the courts take no action, even when the perpetrators are positively identified. 
Disappearances in Pakistan have become a routine matter and it has been accepted by 
the authorities as a normal practice of the law enforcement agencies, including the army 
and its intelligence agencies. The major political parties, who are in sizeable number in 
parliament, are also silent on the issue of enforced disappearances and torture in military 
detention cells. 

The distress caused by the disappearances is that, despite the departure of the 
government of President Musharraf, the menace continues under the present civilian 
government. On average, every month at least five or six persons are abducted and 
disappeared by plain clothed persons in Balochistan alone. This is frequently done in the 
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presence of police officers who then refuse to lodge FIRs saying that the intelligence 
agencies are involved. 

Whereas, in Sindh province, the nationalist groups are the targets of arrest and 
disappearances including the persons form the religious groups. In the provinces of 
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkha (KP) the disappearances are conducted by the military 
forces and Taliban and sometimes Taliban first kidnap them and keep for many days 
then Pakistan Army or Frontier Corps (FC) arrest and disappear them on the suspicion 
of having links with Taliban. 

 According to Defence of Human Rights, an organization working enforced 
disappearances, there are abundant and over whelming evidences, affidavits and eye 
witnesses which have already confirmed the presence of loved ones in the custody of 
local agencies, many of whom have been handed over to foreign agencies. The irony of 
the situation is that former president General Pervez Musharraf and former minister of 
interior Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao have authenticated, with a criminal pride, in their 
books and media statements that they have been disappearing Pakistani citizens in 
exchange for American dollars. Even more distressing is the fact that the crime of 
enforced disappearance has accelerated under the present democratic government.  

The perpetrators of this crime not only kidnap people but harass their families so much 
that most of them do not dare to launch a complaint. More than 1200 families have 
contacted and registered their cases with Defence of Human Rights. Due to different 
hurdles and lack of enough funds Defence of Human Rights is representing only 322 
cases in Supreme Court. Punjab stands at number one with 174 cases whereas KPK, 
Balochistan, Sindh, Azad Jammu Kashmir, Islamabad Capital Territory follow with 96, 
19, 25, 7, 11 cases respectively.  

The situation of abductions, forced disappearances and extrajudicial killings has been 
prevalent not only in Balochistan but all through Pakistan and the government has done 
nothing to rein in the intelligence agencies believed to be responsible, despite 
overwhelming evidence that this is so. 

A new trend has been reported in forced disappearances and that is the extrajudicial 
killings of the victims. Through this method it is easy for the abductors to wash away all 
evidence of the disappearance--no question of FIRs, legal process or placing blame. 
During the period of former President Musharraf, the phenomenon of disappearances 
started through the state agents, though this process has continued in the civilian 
government at federal and provincial levels killings through extrajudicial methods is new 
phase in the disappearances particularly, in the province of Balochistan. 

There are many cases wherein the people who were agitating against the enforced 
disappearances were also abducted by plain clothed persons and since then their 
whereabouts were not known. In some cases the bullet riddled bodies of such persons 
were found on the roadside. Such types of cases were reported from Sindh and 
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Balochistan province. This type of introduction of a new phenomenon in the cases of 
disappearances has stopped the people protesting against the disappearances. In 
Balochistan province the police and members of other law enforcement have warned the 
family members of the disappeared persons to close down their protest camps otherwise 
more members of their families would face the same situation. 

The nationalists groups in Balochistan claim the that more than 13000 persons have been 
disappeared since year 2002 when previous military dictator, General Musharraf, had 
started the military operation against the nationalists who were demanding right to self 
rule on their own province. In the Sindh province the opposition groups claim that 
around 100 persons are missing who were arrested by the law enforcement agencies. 
Around 400 persons are missing from Khyber Pakhtunkha province and Punjab. These 
figures are provided by the different groups but officially there is no confirmed data 
available. The National Crisis Management group has compiled a list 1600 persons who 
are missing since many years.  

According to Amnesty International, the practice of enforced disappearances has 
increased dramatically since Pakistan joined the US-led ''war on terror'' in 2001. 
Disappearances occur across the country but especially in Balochistan province in the 
south-west, which faces violence from ethnic and religious armed groups and state 
security forces. Activists, journalists, and students have been especially targeted and an 
increasing number have been found dead with their bodies showing signs of torture. 

The Supreme Court and the judicial commission formed to investigate forced 
disappearances have disappointed the family members and people at large for the 
recovery of disappeared persons from the captivity of armed forces and intelligence 
agencies. The courts were much more interested with appeasing the military than 
providing justice to the families of the disappeared. In the hearings the judges and 
conveners made loud pronouncements for the sake of the media but do not have the 
courage to call the military officers and others indentified by the victims and their 
families to appear. What this lack of action shows is that the Judicial Commission does 
not have power to take action against the intelligence agencies.  

The issue of disappearance is awkward for the United States 
The Washington Post reports that the disappearances are growing, according to 
international and Pakistani human rights organizations8

                                                 

8 http://www.amnesty.org/en/appeals-for-action/end-enforced-disappearances-in-Pakistan 

, which estimate that thousands 
of people have been kidnapped and detained incommunicado in secret prisons in the 
past decade. Some have been killed, they say. Exact numbers are unknown, in part 
because many people are afraid to report the abductions, according to Human Rights 
Watch.  
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Most of the disappeared are believed to be suspected of ties to Islamist militants or 
separatist movements viewed as threats by Pakistan’s potent security establishment, in 
particular the military's Inter-Services Intelligence spy agency, rights advocates and 
Pakistani officials said. 

The open secret of disappearances illustrates the grip the military establishment retains 
over Pakistani society, including its dysfunctional justice system and feeble civilian 
government, which has repeatedly vowed to stop the problem. A government 
commission has traced several dozen missing people and publicly said Pakistani 
intelligence agencies are involved, but it has held no one accountable. President Asif Ali 
Zardari recently approved regulations that lawyers say gave the military expanded 
latitude9

Privately, however, Pakistani officials say security forces hold many suspects because they 
believe the nation’s substandard police and courts would otherwise release them. 

 to detain and try suspected militants. 

In its 2010 human rights report, the U.S. State Department referred to disappearances, 
extrajudicial killings and torture as Pakistan’s major human rights problems but said a 
''culture of impunity10

''We urge appropriate Pakistani civilian and military authorities to investigate all credible 
allegations of human rights abuses and hold accountable those proven to be responsible 
for such violations,'' said Mark Stroh, the U.S. embassy spokesman. "We have discussed 
allegations of human rights abuses with Pakistani officials frequently and continue to 
monitor the situation closely." 

'' surrounded crimes involving security forces. 

But the issue is awkward for the United States, which over the past decade has provided 
billions of dollars in aid to support Pakistan's counterterrorism efforts and has frequently 
urged Pakistani officials to be aggressive in rounding up al-Qaeda and Taliban fighters. 
Former Pakistani president Pervez Musharraf wrote in his memoirs of earning millions 
of reward dollars by handing terrorism suspects over to U.S. custody. 

The family members of disappeared persons have announced a boycott of the 
court proceedings because of their allegiance with the armed forces: The families 
of enforced disappearances from Balochistan have been boycotting the Supreme Court 
and Judicial commission's hearing of cases of disappearances since last April. They told 
the Court that the only ones who can feel our pain are those whose brother, father, or 
son or daughter is missing. They do not know from one day to the next if their loved 
ones are dead or alive. At night time, they often sit with their eyes fixed on the front 
door, hoping against hope that the missing persons will walk through it. Until that 
happens they cannot sleep or eat without thinking about that person. They live on hope 
that is fast dwindling. In view of the apparent lack of action on behalf of the judicial and 
                                                 

9 http://tribune.com.pk/story/219750/war-against-the-taliban-govt-tramples-on-civil-rights-in-tribal-areas 
10 http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2010/sca/154485.htm 
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government authorities the family members have lost all confidence in the institutions of 
justice. They have only their hope that one day soon, the missing persons will be 
returned to them alive. The government of Pakistan must take action to halt the forced 
disappearances by the military and intelligences agencies or face the possibility that the 
people of their country will lose patience and take the matter into their own hands. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-055-2011/  

During the hearing the three member bench of the Supreme Court, the family members 
of the disappeared persons said that whenever anybody is found on the road side in 
anywhere in Balochistan, the largest province of the country, they rush to see whether 
the body is of their loved ones who has been missing after his arrest or abduction. They 
said they want to know whether their missing persons are alive or dead. 

Amnesty International says in a report that the judicial Commission of Enquiry on 
Enforced Disappearances has failed to resolve the crisis or to hold the security forces 
and intelligence agencies to account in cases implicating them. 

The case of the disappearance of a master tailor exposes how the army 
is involved and the weaknesses of the judicial system 
The details of the saga of disappearance of a master tailor who was arrested on two 
occasions by army personnel and how since October 2001 his whereabouts are 
unknown. The high officials of the Pakistan army including Corps Commander of 
Balochistan province, a major general, the governor of the province and above all of 
them, the chief of the Inter Services Intelligence agency (ISI) had confessed on the holy 
Quran in 2003 that the victim was in the custody of the ISI and that he would be 
released after the investigation.  

The Judicial Commission to probe the cases of missing persons has also submitted a 
report to the Supreme Court of Pakistan that Mr. Bangulzai, the master tailor, was in the 
custody of secret services of Pakistan.  

The dilemma is that since 2001 to date, the higher courts, the governments of the 
federation and Balochistan have failed to recover him because of the involvement of the 
army and its intelligence agencies in his disappearance. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-014-2011/  

To-date 215 disappeared persons have been extra judicially killed in 
Balochistan during the past 15 months 
The government does not consider extrajudicial killings anything out of the ordinary and 
one of the reasons for this is that they have lost all control over the military, Para-Military 
forces and state intelligence agencies that control the province. These military forces 
brook no interference into their affairs and use 'national security' and the protection of 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-055-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-014-2011/�
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ideological boundaries to justify the killings and disappearances of innocent persons, 
particularly students.  

Not a single day goes by without an extrajudicial killing. In the recent years a new 
phenomenon has been introduced in the cases of disappearances where the victims are 
extrajudicially killed in order to destroy any evidence of wrong doing. Since the July 2010 
to date 215 persons have been killed extra judicially. 

Amongst the 215 corpses 34 of them were not identified as their bodies were too badly 
decomposed. Many persons were identified by their clothes, shoes and personal effects.  

Please find here the list of 169 persons, who were extra judicially killed after their 
disappearance: http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/pdf/AHRC-STM-144-
2011.pdf  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-144-2011/  

The bullet riddled bodies of nine more missing persons including one journalist were 
found; http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-174-2011/  

Pakistan's secret, dirty killings in the province of Balochistan are 
escalating 
Since the beginning of this year, at least 36 Baloch journalists, writers, human rights 
defenders, students, nationalists and political activists have been killed extrajudicially. 
Pakistan's security services are accused of orchestrating the murders, in a bid to crush 
Baloch nationalism.  

This intensified wave of repression is corroborated by Amnesty International. It has 
documented the disappearance or murder of 90 persons11

The Asian Legal Resource Centre estimates that more than 120 people have been 
abducted and killed

 in 'kill and dump' attacks 
between last November and February 2011. 

12

The best known victim was Dr Saba Dashtiyari

 by Pakistani security forces between October 2010 and May this 
year. 

13

Another prominent victim, Naeem Sabir Baloch, a district coordinator of the Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan, was gunned down in Khuzdar market by masked 

. A leading Baloch democrat and scholar 
who taught at the University of Balochistan, he was assassinated last month in a Quetta 
street. 

                                                 

11 http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-releases/pakistan-balochistan-atrocities-continue-rise-2011-02-23 
12 http://www.humanrights.asia/news/alrc-news/human-rights-council/hrc17/ALRC-CWS-17-04-2011 
13 http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FAT-026-2011/ 
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assailants on a motor bike. At the time, he was compiling a list of abducted and missing 
persons for the Supreme Court of Pakistan and the High Court of Balochistan. 

Human rights defender and journalist, Siddique Eido and his colleague, Yousaf Nazar 
Baloch, also met a grisly fate. They were seized by the paramilitary Frontier Corps and 
dragged into a van. Police who tried to protect them were severely beaten. Eido and 
Baloch were taken to an unknown location. Their bloodied, battered bodies were 
discovered on 28 April. 

Despite Pakistan's transition from the military dictatorship of General Pervez Musharraf 
to a democratically-elected civilian government, the armed forces and state intelligence 
agencies are operating in Balochistan in the same brutal fashion as before: abducting 
peaceful, lawful campaigners, imprisoning them in secret detention centres in sub-human 
conditions and torturing them in a bid to force them to name others. They are then shot, 
usually in the back of the head. Their bullet-riddled, mutilated bodies are dumped on 
roadsides in the middle of the night. 

Much of Balochistan is under military lock-down and quarantine. Journalists and human 
rights defenders from outside are usually denied access to the area by the Pakistani 
authorities. Islamabad doesn't want the world to see evidence of its crimes against 
humanity, including the indiscriminate bombing and strafing of villages using US-
supplied F-16 fighter aircraft and Cobra attack helicopters. 

A senior journalist was abducted and killed after exposing the Al-Qaida 
network in the navy 
Mr. Saleem Shahzad, Pakistan Bureau Chief of the Asia Times Online, an online news 
agency based in Hong Kong, was going to a private television channel at a talk show in 
the programme, on the issue of the terrorist attack on PNS Mehran Naval base Karachi. 
On Sunday, 29 May 2011, he left home at 5.30 in the evening to join the TV talk show 
but did not reach the station. His whereabouts remained unknown for two days and on 
May 31, 2011 his dead body was found which was bearing torture marks. His body was 
found 200 kilometers away from his house. He was abducted from Islamabad, the capital 
of Pakistan and remains under the tight surveillance of state intelligence agencies. This is 
one more of the mysterious abductions and extrajudicial killings that have been taking 
place in Pakistan on a regular basis. 

He was continuously receiving death threats from the intelligence agencies for breaking 
the news that there were Jihadis from banned militant organizations in the Pakistan Navy 
and they were well protect over there. The US has also confirmed the involvement of 
Pakistani notorious intelligence agency, the ISI, in his abduction and extra judicial killing. 

AHRC-UAC-112-2011-- Statement — Jun 02, 2011 09:18 AM 
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Cases of abduction and killing of children by the law enforcement 
agencies:  
Cases of abduction and killing of children by the law enforcement agencies were also 
reported in the media. On October 18 a young man, Master Abdul Majeed, aged 14, son 
of Haji Mohammad Ramzan Zehri, a well known trader, was abducted, allegedly by the 
Frontier Corps, as claimed by his family, and on 24 October his body was found in 
Koshak river at Khuzdar district. There were bullet wounds on his head and chest. He 
was an activist of the Baloch Student Organisation Azad and was a student in class eight. 

Another student, Master Mohammad Khan Zohaib, aged 14, also an activist of Baloch 
Student Organisation Azad, was abducted in July by plain cloth persons riding in a black 
coloured Sarf pickup, which is generally used for abduction by the state intelligence 
agencies. His bullet riddled body was found In Khuzdar, Balochistan province, on 20 
October. His family members claim that he was arrested by the personnel from Frontier 
Corp (FC) for having links with militants who are fighting for the greater autonomy of 
the province. 

Sindh University authorities use law enforcement agencies for 
disappearances of students 
When seeing that enforced disappearances have become the rule of the day, the other 
sections of society have also started the method by using law enforcement agencies. 
Even, the universities authorities have used this method to punish the students who want 
seek the students facilities provided in the law. In such a case the authorities of Sindh 
University, Jamshoro, Sindh province are allegedly involved in disappearance of the 
students. It is alleged that they used police and spies from the state intelligence agencies 
in an effort to hide malpractices and corruption in the university. The disappeared 
students had filed a petition in the Sindh provincial High Court for the denial of their 
basic rights to access of better education facilities but the authorities connived with the 
law enforcement authorities to cause the students to be disappeared punish so that the 
state would be blamed as responsible not the authorities.  

The prominent student activists were arrested by the police and plain clothed persons 
from a crowded market place and have been missing for four months. Their whereabouts 
are currently unknown. Since last one year 10 persons from different nationalist groups 
are missing after their arrest. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-
appeals/AHRC-UAC-203-2011  

A man is missing for the second time along with his nephew after being 
abducted by the law enforcement agencies 
Mr. Illahi Bux Bugti (40) son of Bayar Khan Bugti, resident of Haji Murad Gujjar Goth, 
Hub Chowki, Balochistan province, was abducted in presence of many witnesses on June 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-203-2011�
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26, by persons from the Frontier Corps (FC), police and plain clothed men, suspected of 
being from state intelligence agencies, and was taken along with his nephew in an FC 
armoured car. He was coming from Karachi, 30 kilometers from Hub Chowki, on a 
motorbike with his nephew, Shah Murad Bugti son of Jhanda Khan Bugti, who is 
employed as guard on a private plot. As they reached on the bridge connecting Karachi 
city, capital of Sindh provice, at the check post of the FC, there were more than 20 
officers of the FC, police and persons in plain clothes. There was also an armoured car 
and other army jeeps. They were stopped and blind folded before being thrown in an 
armoured car and taken away to an unknown destination. 

Illahi Bux, was also abducted in 2007 by the persons from the army in their uniforms and 
police and was missing for nine months. After nine months he was thrown in an injured 
condition on the Netti Jetty Bridge at Karachi. He told his family members that he was 
kept in different torture cells, blind folded and army officers were investigating him 
about the nationalist movement in Balochistan and about some militant groups including 
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA). He was tortured in army detention centers by army 
officials. After the new government came into power he was thrown on the road side. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-160-2011  

Four activists protesting the disappearance of their leader were also 
disappeared after their abduction by the law enforcement agencies 
Four activists of a nationalist political group were abducted from a crowded part of 
Karachi city by the police and plain clothed persons in police and military jeeps when 
they were ending their six day hunger strike in protest against the second disappearance 
of their leader who has been missing since 25 February 2011 after his arrest by persons 
from Army, Rangers and police. The parents of the disappeared person, in an application 
to different authorities, accuse Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) and military intelligence 
(MI) for the kidnap and disappearance.  

During the past two years around eight persons from the Sindh province have been 
disappeared after their abduction by the law enforcement authorities. The state 
intelligence agencies are following the same methods of arrest and disappearance as to 
what they are doing in Balochistan province for many years for the control of the natural 
and mineral resources of the province.  

On 11 April 2011, around a dozen activists from Jeay Sindh Mutehda Mahaz (JSMM), a 
Sindhi speaking nationalist group struggling for greater autonomy of the people of Sindh 
province on their resources, were going back to their cities after completing their six day 
hunger strike in front of Karachi Press Club for the recovery of their leader, Mr. 
Muzaffar Bhutto, who has been missing since 25 February.  

Mr. Bhutto was again disappeared after his arrest by the law enforcement agencies on 25 
February 2011. He was travelling in his car on 25 February with his wife and younger 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-160-2011�
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brother, when they were stopped by around twenty men in plain clothes who came out 
of unmarked cars and were escorted by a number of police waiting at the area of 
Saeedabad Tool plaza in Hyderabad city of Sindh province. According to eyewitness 
accounts, after a brief scuffle during which police fired three rounds into the air, 
Muzaffar Bhutto was forcibly detained at gun point. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-078-2011  

Wife disputes husband was killed by Al Qaida 
Amina Janjua holds a photo of herself with her 
husband, Masood Janjua, who disappeared in 
Peshawar in 2005, and remains missing. She has 
since formed a network of more than 1,000 families 
whose relatives have disappeared. 

The government submitted before the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan that Masood Janjua, husband of 
Ameenah Masood Janjua of Defence of Human 

Rights, and Faisal Faraz, both of whom have been missing, were killed by Al Qaida. 

Though the government has been keeping mum over the whereabouts of Janjua so far, 
the convenient blaming of Al Qaida did not change much in the court as well as in eyes 
the public. 

His wife has challenged the statement and asked the court to review ''many proofs and 
evidences'' she has been submitting regarding his illegal custody by the country’s 
intelligence agency. 

Speaking to Gulf News she said the statement of  Dr Imran Munir under section 161 
CrPC on oath clearly proves Janjua’s custody by the official spy agencies. 

The joint investigation team he appeared before was constituted by the ministry of 
interior and the Commission of Inquiry for Enforced Disappearance. 

Dr Imran had submitted that he was detained with Janjua in Westridge garrison near 
Zakariya Masjid Road of Rawalpindi cantonment. 

Over 3,000 missing 
In his affidavit, Ameenah Janjua said, Dr Imran clearly mentioned that he met three 
people in detention, including Faraz who was picked up along with Janjua from 
Rawalpindi in December 2005. 

She cited UK-based International Lawyers of Cage Prisoners and Reprieve which said 
the CIA has been party to the heinous crimes of enforced disappearances. 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-078-2011�
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Ameenah has set up the Defence of Human Rights to get justice for her husband and 
over 3,000 known missing persons in the country. 

Until the fateful evening in 2005, she lived the life of a traditional housewife for 17 years. 
Her prime responsibility was to serve her ageing parents-in-law and raise her three 
children Mohammad, now 21, Ali, 19, and Aisha, 15. 

She has vowed to fight till the end of her life. 'I have only opted for the legal course to 
locate my husband while there are dozens of other options I have yet to explore.' 

My son was born seven months after my husband went missing 
''My son was born seven months after my husband went missing…he has never met his 
father, he just looks at his pictures."- Zahida Sharif speaking to Amnesty International 
about her husband, 48-year old Dr.Abid Sharif, June 2010. Dr Abid Sharif and his 
assistant Mansoor Mehdi have not been seen since 16 September 2005, when they were 
en route to a medical clinic for the poor in the northern Pakistani city of Peshawar. 
Relatives blame Pakistan’s intelligence agencies for their disappearance because Dr Sharif 
was a vocal critic of Pakistan’s military ruler at the time, General Pervez Musharraf.The 
two are among the thousands who have been forcefully disappeared in Pakistan. 

25 journalists, writers, human rights defenders, students and activists 
were killed during the first four months of this year 
During the first four months of the year 2011, as many 25 journalists, writers, human 
rights defenders, students, and nationalists and political activists were killed extra 
judicially.  

In the latest extra judicial killing, one prominent human rights defender and journalist, 
Mr. Siddique Eido and his friend, Mr. Yousaf Nazar Baloch, who were arrested by the 
FC and police on December 21, 2010, his and his friend's mutilated bodies were found 
on April 28 at Makran coastal highway near Ormara, Balochistan province.  

According to the list following are the activists who were extra judicially killed during the 
months from January 2011 to 28 April;  

Mr. Hameed Shaheen, student, his bullet riddled body was found on March 22, 
2011from Saddar Karez area of Quette. On 20 March 2011, he was abducted by the 
security personnel in both uniform and plain clothes stopped the bus near Sona Khan 
Police Station Quetta when he was on the way to Karachi for his medical check-up by 
bus. Since then his whereabouts were not known.  

Fareed Baloch, son of Haleem Ahmed Balcoh,a student, was abducted on February 2011 
allegedly by personnel of state agencies. He was student of Balochistan University of 
Engineering and Technology Khuzdar and Zonal president of the Baloch Students 
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Organization (BSO Azad). On 27 March his bullet riddled body was found at Ferozabad 
nullah of Khuzdar District some 360 km away from Quetta of Balochistan province. 
There were also marks of torture on his body. Mr. Fareed Ahmed Baloch, was abducted 
from outside the check post of Frontier Corps (FC) at Sariab road, Quetta, capital of the 
province, on February 9 after 6 pm when he was travelling with his cousin in a three 
wheeler. He was stopped at the check point by the FC persons along with some persons 
who were in plain clothes and taken away in a jeep bearing no registration number. His 
cousin, Mr. Changez Gichki was beaten at the post when he tried to intervene and his 
cell phone was also snatched along with his wallet.  

Mr. Saleh Muhammad, son of Nuroz Khan, the activist of Baloch Nationalist Movement 
(BNM) was abducted from a passenger van by plain cloth persons in Bariat area of 
Awaran district, Balochistan, on 27 March his bullet riddled body was found in a 
mountainous area of Awaran.  

Arif Noor, son of Noor Muhammad Baloch, a public officer at Gwadar Development 
Authority (GDA), was abducted on 31 October 2010 in the presence of his mother, 
sister and other family members by the Karachi police and intelligence agencies from his 
residence in Karachi of Sindh province, he was an employed as a 16 grade officer in. On 
23 March his bullet riddled body was from Windar area near Hub industrial town of 
Balochistana province. 

The body of Muhammad Nawaz Marri, a nationalist, was found on 5 January, 2011, just 
inches away from Arif Noor Bloch’s body. His body has marks of extreme torture and 
there were bullet wounds to his head. He was abducted from Lasbella , Balochistan, 
while he was returning to his home from work.  

Mr. Yasir, son of Haji Nasir, a student, resident of Gawader, was an activist of Baloch 
Student Organization (BSO Azad) abducted from Gawader port city of the province on 
29 October 2010.  

Deen Muhammad Marri, 55, son of Sher Muhammad Marri, was a baloch activist 
abducted from Hub Sakran No, 6 on 28 February 2011, along with his two friends 
Shareef Marri and Haji Azal Khan Marri. Later Haji Azal Khan was released and 
Muhammad Shareef Marri is still missing. Deen Muhammad’s body was found on 8 
March 2011 from Zero point Liari he received two bullets on his head and torture Faiz 
Muhammad Marri, son of Jalal Marri an activist of Baloch Republic Party, was abducted 
from Karachi on 6 November 2010. His bullet riddled body was found on 2 February 
2011, from Dasht Mastung District, Balochistan province. One bullet shot was found on 
his forehead.  

Nuroze Khan, son of Allah Baksh was found March 22 from Jiwan area of Kalat 
District, Balochistan. His body has the bullet marks.  
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The bullet riddled body of Mr. Mahboob Ali Wadela was found on February 23, 2011, 
from Hadh Cross, Ormara town of Gwader district in an abandoned area. The body 
bored bullet and marks of torture. He was a senior member of the Baloch National 
Movement (BNM) which is part of the Baloch National Front (BNF), a nationalist 
movement struggling for greater autonomy of the province.  

Arif Rehman’s bullet marked body was found along with Mehboob Wadhela on February 
23. He was abducted on September 3, 2010 from Ranchore Line Karachi while he was 
returning home after some medical checkups of his relative from a local Karachi hospital.  

The bullet riddled body of Jameel Yaqoob was found from Turbat district on February 
11. He was abducted on August 28, 2010 by people in uniform and plain clothes from a 
motor service station at 4 am. The family members alleged that security persons carried 
out the abduction after they identified one of the men as being from the state intelligence 
agency. Yaqoob was activist of the Balochistan Nationalist Party (BNP).  

Comrade Qayyume, a student, had been missing since December 11, 2010 after he was 
abducted from his uncle's house at Gwader, port city by the security forces as claimed by 
his family members. His bullet riddled body was found from Heronik district Turbat on 
February 11, 2011. Comrade was member of the organising committee of BSO-Azad.  

Saeed Ahmed Mengal of the Balochistan National Party (BNP) had been missing since 
September after his arrest from his house at Hub district. His bullet riddled body was 
found in Koshak, district Khuzdar, on February 14, 2011 in the bed of a dried river.  

Mutilated bodies of Mr. Qambar Chakar and Mr. Ilyas Nazar were found near Turbat on 
January 5, 2011. Both the bodies clearly showed signs of severe torture with several 
bullets shot in the head. Chakar, 24, a student of Balochistan University of Information 
Technology, Engineering and Management Sciences (BUITEMS) was abducted on 
November 26, 2010 for the second time.  

Mr. Ilyas Nazar, 26, a journalist, was whisked away by the Pakistani paramilitary forces 
on December 22, 2010.  

Arzi Khan, son of Mehar Khan Marri, a student, was abducted by men in uniform and 
plain clothe in December 2010. His bullet riddle body was found on February 10, 2011 
from Uthal district's far flung area of Kehnwari on the main national high way. An FIR 
regarding his abduction was lodged at the Hub police station despite the fact that his 
body was found far away from this area.  

Three more bullet riddle bodies were found on April 25, 2011 from the Turbat and 
Khuzdar districts of the province. They were abducted on the different dates of April 
2011. All of them were from Baloch Republican Party. Their names are; according to the 
report published in Dauly Jang, the largest circulated newspaper, Mohammad Aube 
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Husni, Ghulam Murtaza Zehri and Hafeez Bajoi. Their ages were ranging from 25 to 30 
years.  

The bullet riddled body of Zareef Faraz,a poet and editor of quarterly literary magazine, 
the Shabjoo, was found on April 25, 2011 from Turbat. According to the media reports, 
Zareef was abducted one week before his killing and he was abducted when he was going 
in a passenger bus by uniform and plain clothe persons. Sami Ahmed’s body was also 
found with the body of Zareef, he was from Tump sub district of province.  

The bodies of Siddique Eido and Yousuf were found on April 28.  

According to the journalist body, since November 2010 to till five journalists were killed 
extra judicially and all were recovered from the Makran division of Balochistan.  

Baloch Voice of Missing persons, an organization compiling the record of missing 
person, claims that around 149 persons were killed through extra judicial killings by the 
state agencies. Please also see the statement of AHRC14

Enforced disappearances, illegal detention, torture, extra judicial and in-custody killings 
have become rampant in Balochistan with a media blackout on the gruesome incidents.  

 dated November 24, 2010, about 
the rapid increase of extra judicial Killings in Balochistan.  

Since last year a new trend of enforced disappearances has been observed, with Baloch 
activists being abducted by law enforcement officials and kept incommunicado for 
several days. After a while, it is learnt that they had been extra judicially killed. This 
method makes it easy for the abductors to wash away all evidence of the disappearance: 
no question of FIRs, legal process or blame. Widespread disappearances at the hands of 
the state agents started at the time of former President Musharraf. Now under a civilian 
government, this phenomenon continued and the disappearances are followed by 
extrajudicial killings, in particular in the province of Balochistan.  

Two bullet riddled bodies of disappeared persons were found in the Murgab area, some 
20 km away from Turbat town of Kech district; according to the daily times a leading 
news paper of Pakistan and local news papers of Balohcistan province. On 23 January 
2011 Mr. Abid Saleem, son of Haji Muhammad Saleem along with his friends Nasir 
Dagarzai, Mehrab Baloch son of Muhammad Umar and Abid Rasool were allegedly 
abducted from chetkhan area of Panjgur district.  

The very next day Abid Rasool's bullet riddled body and Nasir Dagarzai was found in a 
seriously injured condition in the Gowargo area of Balochistan province. A case was 
registered against the Frontier Corps (FC) and the state security agency at Panjgur police 
station. 

                                                 

14 http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-233-2010 
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Mr. Hameed Baloch, a resident of Kudabadan area of Panjgour district went to Quetta 
for his medical checkup and was on the way to his home on 13 December 2010 in a 
passenger bus when intelligence personnel intercepted the bus at the Sabzaap area of 
Panjgur district and Mr. Hameed was abducted. According to the newspaper reports, on 
24 May 2011 his bullet riddled body was found in the Tehsil Gawargo area of Panjgour 
district. It is estimated that he had been partially buried three weeks earlier. His body 
showed signs of severe tortured.  

On 23 May two bullet riddled bodies were found from Murgab Turbat district. They 
were identified as Khalid Baloch and Ahmad Ali. Khalid was abducted one day before 
from his home Nasir Abad Balochistan province while Ahmad Ali was missing after his 
abduction one week ago respectively from Mand Balochistan province. Their bodies bore 
marks of torture and bullet wounds.  

Another bullet riddled body was found from Khuzdar district Province Balochistan. On 
25 May 2011 Jamal Khan's bullet riddled body was found in the Khuzdar district. He was 
a resident of Nokajo Mashkey district Awaran.  

On 26 July, the bullet riddled bodies of two cousins, student Ashfaq Ahmed Mullahzai 
and Muhmmad Farooq Mengal, were recovered in Quetta, in the Kili Qambrani area. 
Their relatives claim they had been abducted in May 2010. 

On 6 September, the body of Baloch lawyer Zaman Marri was found in Mastung. He had 
received a single bullet to his forehead and his body showed torture marks. The lawyer 
was reportedly abducted by intelligence agents near his place of work in Quetta on 18 
August. 

On 23 September, the bullet riddled body of missing Baloch lawyer Ali Sher Kurd was 
found in Khuzdar district. Kurd was reportedly abducted by Pakistani intelligent agents 
three days before. His neck was broken and he showed marks of torture. 

On 15 August 2010 Mr. Abid Shah Baloch along with his two friends Abdul Sattar 
Blaoch and Safeer Baloch were allegedly abducted by the law enforcement agencies from 
Mand, district Panjgoor. Mr. Abid Shah Baloch was the former vice chairman of the 
Baloch Students Organization Azad (BSO, Azad). He was the resident of Panjgoor. 
Safeer Baloch was the former district organizer of Baloch National Movement (BNM). 
He was also a resident of Panjgoor district. Abdul Sattar was a government teacher and 
the chairman of government teachers association (GTA), and activist of Balochistan 
National Party (Awami). He was a resident of Balochistan province. On 11, May 2011 
their bodies were found together from the mountainous area of Farwan district Panjgoor.  

On 21 October at 4am Tariq Karim, son of Muhammad Kareem along with his two 
friends were abducted by the intelligence agencies from Al-Rauf Royal City, Block 19, 
Flat no. C-614, Gulistan-e-Johar Karachi. He was an activist of the BSO-Azad (BSO 
Azad). His brother Asim Kareem was previously abducted by security forces and extra 
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judicially killed. His bullet riddled body was found on 31st October 2010, he was also a 
member of BSO-Azaad.  

On 17 April 2011 Muhammad Jan son of Muhammad Bilal was abducted allegedly by 
personnel of state agencies from Chamrok district Kuzdar from the service station of 
vehicles. He was the resident of Hozai Bisema Balochistan province. Police did not 
register the first information report (FIR) regarding his disappearance. On 11 May his 
bullet riddled body was found from Raja Khuzdari road district Khuzdar. There were 
marks of torture, drill marks and bullet wounds on his body.  

5. Torture in Pakistan 

The civil society has been striving since 2010 to make torture a crime in the laws of 
Pakistan by holding seminars, discussions, workshops and rallies. The ministers and 
different functionaries of the government also participated including the leaders of the 
political parties and they all had committed to introduce and support the bill 
criminalizing the torture when it is introduced in the parliament. The government itself 
many times committed make a specific law against torture but nothing has been done; 
not even the bill for criminalizing torture was introduced.  

Instead the government has recorded its reservations on the ratification of the UN 
Convention against Torture (CAT). The government even declined to implement the 
article 4 of the CAT as it is not in conformity with Shariah. The article 4 binds upon the 
countries after ratification that each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are 
offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply to an attempt to commit torture 
and to an act by any person which constitutes complicity or participation in torture. Its 
clause 2 says that each State Party shall make these offences punishable by appropriate 
penalties which take into account their grave nature. 

How the government is determined to refuse the CAT and the criminalization of the 
torture and it can be seen that it has dodged not only the UN but also the European 
Union who pursued the government to withdraw all the reservations on the many articles 
of the ICCPR and the CAT. The European Union had conveyed that these reservations 
had made Pakistan ineligible for the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) Plus status 
to be accorded in 2014 by the European Union. To settle the issue, the Prime Minister 
chaired an Inter-Ministerial Meeting, the cabinet, at the end of June 2011, in which it was 
decided to withdraw the reservations on Articles 6, 7, 12, 13, 18, 19 and 40 of ICCPR. 
The reservation on Article 3 was narrowed down to Personal Law and Law of Evidence, 
and the reservation on Article 25 was restricted to the election of the President of 
Pakistan. On the CAT it was decided to withdraw reservations on Articles 3, 4, 6, 12, 13 
and 16. 

This is the very ample proof that the government is not in a mood to make the torture a 
crime. There are many reasons behind this intentions as the bureaucracy, which is the 
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legacy of the colonial era, does not want that such laws would be introduced which take 
away powers from Police and other law enforcement agencies to control the people and 
maintain the fear psychosis among the people. The armed forces are running their own 
torture cells where the abducted persons are kept incommunicado for several months 
and passed through torture. Therefore the main objections are from armed forces and 
bureaucracy.  

Torture in custody is a serious problem affecting the rule of law in Pakistan. It is used as 
the most common means by which to obtain confessional statements and also for 
extracting bribes. Torture in custody has become endemic and on many occasions the 
police and members of the armed forces have demonstrated torture in open place to 
create fear in the general public.  

The absence of proper complaint centres and no particular law to criminalise torture 
makes the menace of torture wide spread. The torture cases have to be reported to the 
police, therefore the police, being the main perpetrators of torture refuse to register the 
cases. This is the main reason why official data about the cases of torture is not available.  

As yet, there has been no serious effort by the government to make torture a crime in the 
country. Rather, the state provides impunity to the perpetrators who are mostly either 
policemen or members of the armed forces. Furthermore, there is no means for the 
protection of witnesses. This discourages victims from making complaints. While 
international jurisprudence on the issue has evolved into very high standards, the 
situation in Pakistan resembles the Stone Age. Domestic jurisprudence concerning the 
use of torture is underdeveloped in Pakistan. The appreciation to exercise the right, as 
envisaged under Article 14 (2) of the Constitution, has thus far been minimal. To make 
matters worse, in claims against torture, victims bear the burden of proof, and there are 
no independent investigating agencies that are empowered to inquire into a complaint 
against torture.  

In spite of the prohibition of torture in the Constitution, the Pakistani Army is running 
detention and torture cells in almost every city in the country. A report15, by the Asian 
Human Rights Commission16

The Asian Human Rights Commission has documented evidence that the Pakistan Air 
Force and also the Pakistan Navy are also running detention and torture cells in private 
houses inside their headquarters compounds.  

 has identified 52 such detention centres run by the military 
where people who were arrested and disappeared are kept incommunicado and tortured 
for several months to extract the confessions. As of now there are no independent 
investigation procedures in Pakistan to investigate cases of torture. In addition, there is 
an alarming level of insensitivity among legal professionals, including the judiciary, 
regarding torture in Pakistan.  

                                                 

15 http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-158-2008 
16 http://www.humanrights.asia/ 
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It is believed that the main reason for the recent attacks on the armed forces 
headquarters is the existence of these torture cells. In the attack on the Naval base in 
Karachi which took place in May the intention of the attackers was to release the 
prisoners held in the base's torture cells. This particular torture cell was created to hold 
prisoners which had been sent into the country for interrogation by foreign forces with 
the collusion of the Pakistan military and government. 

The domestic jurisprudence concerning the use of torture is underdeveloped in Pakistan. 
The appreciation to exercise the right, as envisaged under Article 14 (2) of the 
Constitution, has thus far been minimal. To make matters further worse, in a claim 
against torture, the victims have the burden of proof, and there are no independent 
investigating agencies that are empowered to inquire on a complaint against torture. 

The AHRC in conjunction with the Karachi Union of Journalists has drafted a bill 
against torture and it was supported by many civil society organisations in 2010. Several 
members of the Assemblies and ministers have committed themselves to work towards 
this bill however, after the passing of one year no response has been seen by the 
legislators and government. 

The Pakistani police is among the most corrupt and brutal forces in the 
world  
The notorious Pakistani police torture and violence towards innocent people is not a 
concealed aspect of the country's history and the media, civil society activists and human 
rights organization time and again unveiled the brutal face of these beasts in the police 
uniform.  

The Pakistani police is among the most corrupt and brutal forces in the world due to its 
reliance on torture as an investigation tactic. Hundreds of innocent people lose their lives 
to illegal police detention and in the fake police encounters every year.  

In Pakistan the police are an organized mafia with strong political influence on the police 
officials and the loyalist in the force.  

In 2010, as a conservative estimation, more than 1441 people faced the worst police 
torture. The majority of them were innocent and the police played their negative role and 
got them involved in fake charges. The media highlighted the dark face of the police dark 
towards the masses and the horrible footage raised anti police sentiments among the 
society.  

The police officials tried their best to defend themselves in the various talk shows but 
they failed as they cannot justify the wild torture of police on the prisoners and accused.  

After the massive campaign of media against the police torture in the country the judicial 
authorities joined in the action against a few incidents of ruthless police torture but it was 
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just a formality, as the judiciary in Pakistan is trying to save it's already worsen credibility 
and worth.  

Physical remand in police custody -- a legal way of torture  
The Pakistani judiciary and government have adopted a legal way of torture in custody 
through the method of physical remand in police custody. According to law the judicial 
magistrate can grant up to 15 days in police custody for further investigation of the case. 
This method is commonly practiced by the magistrates that provide a way for the police 
to complete their investigation and the easiest way to obtain 'results' is to torture the 
person. The law generally known as police remand was introduced at the end of the 19th 
century by colonial powers to get more confessional statement through torture and 
police brutal methods of investigations. This law is continued which gives legal way to 
police and law enforcement authorities to get confessional statements through physical 
torture. Police torture is a colonial legacy, and red chili spray was one of the favorite 
tools by the police then, which used to extract confessions from the accused by applying 
this method. In fact, it is a ready technique, still popular. 

The main source of torture in South Asia and particularly in Pakistan is the physical 
remand in custody. According to law the magistrate has to ask from the accused person 
whether he/she went through the torture in custody but this practice is generally not 
followed. 

The lack of proper training of the police force is one reason for the perpetuation of the 
use of torture in custody. Because of the lack of awareness and training, investigation 
officers do not use the basic tools that can help point the investigation in the correct 
direction. They resort to outdated techniques, which leads to inefficient, slow or even 
unlawful proceedings. The claim that there is no need to change century-old 'traditions' 
thus helps the perpetuation of mistakes and abuses, such as torture. There is therefore a 
great need for better training, awareness-raising and equipping of Pakistani police forces 
in order to put an end to human rights abuses. A thorough reform of the policing system 
must be implemented 

On compensation: 
According to the existing legal framework in Pakistan, a claim for compensation for an 
act of torture could be settled under the Shari'ah law17

                                                 

17 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharia 

, an opportunity often subject to 
absolute misuse in the country. Under the existing circumstances in the country, this 
procedure often benefits the perpetrator. Often the terms of the compensation are 
decided by the perpetrator, given the fact that in Pakistan, the law-enforcement officers 
enjoy a higher degree of authority in the society. By far, the courts in the country have 
been avoiding dealing with the question of torture. This undermines the possibility of 
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using the civilian court proceedings to obtain compensation, as often the compensation 
proceedings also require a police report to substantiate a claim against torture. 

The magnitude of the problem: 
It is in the day-to-day work of the lower judiciary that this underdevelopment is mostly 
visible. One example is the practice of the lower court judges allowing remand custody of 
the detainees with ease while it is clear that anyone detained will be subjected to torture 
in Pakistan. The courts even fails to make use of the little space available in the Criminal 
Procedure Code18

According to research for gauging the total number of police tortures during the last five 
years in Lahore, capital of Punjab province, alone, 16.42 percent of youth aged between 
15 to 19, 25.38 percent adults aged between 20 to 24 and 18.9 percent of adults aged 
between 25 to 29 years, were tortured by the police, during the period of research. 
Similarly, 18.62 percent of detainees were subjected to some sort of mechanical torture, 
including all forms of violence, besides domestic violence and blunt-tools were most 
commonly used. A similar study on prisons has further noted with concern that 91.54 
percent of detained men and 8.46 percent detained women were victims of physical 
torture by the police therein. Moreover, 12.14 percent of detained women were subjected 
to psychological torture by the police. Because of their socio-economical helplessness, 
labor community, followed by the business community, was an easy prey of the police. It 
was also pointed out that body parts most frequently targeted for battering included 
buttocks, foot soles, back, front and back of thighs, palms and wrists. The most common 
tool used to inflict severe pain is the cane-stick and a broad flat leather slipper (dipped in 
mustard oil to inflict maximum pain) more commonly known as Chhithar.  

 of Pakistan, where a judge could demand a reason from the 
investigating agency for demanding the custody of an accused than transferring the 
accused into judicial custody. 

This full-sized fury is a big symbol of fear for many. Actually, the post-9/11 scenario is 
embroiled with a situation marred with violence & torture and the violation of public 
rights in the war against terror is not an uncommon phenomenon. The developed 
nations of the world have incorporated various institutional methods for safeguarding 
public rights and their media is also playing an important role in upholding this check. 
Western media gives importance to societal issues like public rights and no government 
agency can dare to flout it. However unlike them, protection of public rights was not 
given any priority by the past governments in Pakistan. And, it's a welcome step that the 
Shahbaz Sharif government is going to introduce sufficient checks to remove public 
complaints against the gubernatorial police. Actually, lawyers' movement has given 
impetus to the issue of rule of law and now the democratic regime should develop 
necessary paraphernalia to implement this manifest desire of the nation. This situation 
requires immediate steps-both administrative as well as political, to put some institutional 
                                                 

18 http://www.ecoi.net/file_upload/1504_1216207715_code-of-criminal-procedure.pdf 
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checks and balances in it. http://www.pakspectator.com/police-torture-culture-in-
pakistan/ 

The judiciary is also desensitized to the menace of torture and its impact on the very 
people the government and the judiciary are meant to protect. According to the laws of 
Pakistan the courts should inquire of the prisoners brought before them as to whether 
they have been tortured or not but this practice is generally ignored by the courts and 
particularly the lower judiciary. This is particularly so in cases where the prisoner has 
been held incommunicado for months or even longer. When the prisoners testify that 
they have been tortured while in custody the courts ignore the testimony and no action is 
taken. This provides legal impunity to the perpetrators of torture.  

In the cases of habeas corpus it is generally found that the courts do not go beyond the 
production of the prisoners or the denial of the authorities that they have illegally held 
the prisoner. The courts use the excuse that the purpose of the hearing was to produce 
the prisoner, not to go into detail about the mistreatment they have suffered.  

There is therefore a strong need for the sensitization of the judiciary on the subject of 
torture. It is also observed that legislators are the least interested party in making a law 
against torture. They have consistently refused to make the law against torture.  

Following are the some reports and videos of torture in custody which are documented. 
The victims can not report the torture because the ultimately police have to investigate 
the cases. Therefore victims are scared to go through another way of torture by reporting 
it.  

For further information please see the links for the video presentations below.  

Video clippings about torture in custody 

• http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xaodvt_video-shows-pakistan-army-
abuse_news army officers torturing in open place 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul7gERJR-Aw&feature=related   

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U8s6C3lhQ0&feature=related police 
torture young men in before masses  

• http://www.youtube.com/verify_age?next_url=http://www.youtube.com/watc
h%3Fv%3Dg12_bZ9dWDI%26feature%3Drelated 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MrJu5jL_yQ&feature=related police 
torture in open place  

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xaodvt_video-shows-pakistan-army-abuse_news�
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xaodvt_video-shows-pakistan-army-abuse_news�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ul7gERJR-Aw�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U8s6C3lhQ0�
http://www.youtube.com/verify_age?next_url=http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dg12_bZ9dWDI%26feature%3Drelated�
http://www.youtube.com/verify_age?next_url=http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dg12_bZ9dWDI%26feature%3Drelated�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MrJu5jL_yQ�
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• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Ouy4zyfaI a media person was tortured 
in police station 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Ouy4zyfaI  

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAfyAKpHz9U&feature=related women 
are beaten 

During the year the women and children were not spared by torture cases, in many cases 
the women were tortured by police in open places in the effort to thwart women folk 
who agitate on the killings and torture of their male members of family by in the custody.  

A woman was tortured and then thrown outside her house 
Anila Bibi was arrested in the second week of July 2011by Girjakha Police Station 
Gujranwala district, Punjab province, on alleged theft charges and she was brutally 
tortured there. After three days of constant torture when she turned disabled, then police 
left her outside her house in very critical situation and went away. Anila took help of her 
brother and reached the local court, in a very serious condition, to get justice from there. 
The court sent her to District Headquarters Hospital (DHQ) for medical checkup. 

The medical report issued by the DHQ Hospital proved that she was tortured brutally by 
the policemen at the police station. After receiving medical report yesterday, the court 
ordered the arrest of Sub Inspector Saad and sent him to jail on judicial remand. But they 
were released on bail as they were not arrested on the charges of Torture. 

A girl was raped and tortured in the captivity of policemen and army 
official for entire one year 
A teenage girl was repeatedly raped by several persons in the captivity of army and police 
officials for almost one year. She was arrested by the police officers in the presence of an 
army officer and remained missing since then. She is now six months pregnant. When 
the girl was sold by the perpetrator she managed to escape from those who were holding 
her captive at that time. She was able to call her brother and managed to reunite with her 
family. The provincial police did not act in accordance with their sworn duty for the 
recovery of the girl during her entire period of captivity. Similarly the courts did nothing 
to assist and the perpetrators were granted bail by the High Court. A high-level inquiry 
committee of the provincial government has recommended the arrest of police officials 
but to-date neither the police officers nor the army personnel have been arrested. 
 
Her case exposes the weaknesses of the rule of law, justice system, the collusion of forces 
of law and order with the powerful element of the society, the fact that Pakistan is a male 
dominant society and the status of poor women as a sexual commodity before the 
affluent members of society. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Ouy4zyfaI�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9Ouy4zyfaI�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAfyAKpHz9U�
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Please see Urgent Appeal Case: http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-
appeals/AHRC-UAC-226-2011  

A Christian young woman tortured in police custody for the 
punishment of his brother who had a love affair with a Muslim girl 
A young Christian woman was tortured in police custody at the behest of Muslim 
powerful people on the accusation that her brother was in love with a girl from the 
Muslim family. Police also beat the relatives of the girl when they were in court premises. 
The family of Sajid Ashraf Masih, whose elopement with a young woman from the 
Gujjar family in Sheikhupura last month led the influential Muslims to kidnap Masih’s 
sisters, said Asif Aqeel. Gujjar family members kidnapped Rakhel Ashraf, the sister of 
Sajid Ashraf Masih, who is in her early 20s, on May 13; they released her on May 17 but 
forcibly took her 17-year-old sister Maryam Ashraf that day. 

A 15-year old boy was brutally tortured in police custody  
A 15-year-old boy was illegally arrested on November 8, and severely tortured by Lahore 
police after being connected to a kidnapping of children in the country. The boy, the son 
of Mohamed Syed, reportedly a resident of Khaarak, was later released after police said 
he was likely not involved in the alleged kidnappings. He was continuously tortured for 
at least 6 hours and police attempted to force the boy into confessing to the kidnapping 
allegations. After the boy fainted, the father was called in and was able to take his son 
home. The police threatened the father of the victim to keep quiet over the detainment. 
The police first denied the charges of the torture and when the hospital authorities 
confirmed the torture then the government also confirmed the torture. The boy's both 
eyes were severely injured and he is not able to see. His whole body bears the marks of 
torture. 

The police officials were arrested but because of absence of any law against the torture in 
custody the perpetrator would get impunity for conducting torture to get confessional 
statement.   

Impunity to police officials who tortured a poet to death in custody 
Five police officials allegedly responsible for torturing to death a poet in their custody are 
still at large. They have not been arrested and the investigation to book them is still 
ongoing after one month. It is reported that because of the influence of a provincial 
minister and other legislators from the ruling party the two police stations of the Chiniot 
district of Punjab province have become notorious for the use of torture. The police 
receive impunity through the good offices of provincial law minister and his family 
members.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-226-2011�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-226-2011�
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Examination of the victim's corpse revealed 29 torture marks on his body and that his 
fingernails had been torn out. These injuries were inflicted upon the victim within a 
period of only 24 hours while he was in the custody of the police.  

Mr. Mohummad Anwar Sahar son of Mehmood, a resident of Chiniot district, Punjab 
province, a popular poet, was asked on September 6, to record his statement in the case 
of one Zahid Arain who was murdered by unknown persons on August 14. He reported 
to the police at Langrana Police Station in the presence of some notables of the area. The 
Police Station House Officer (SHO) sub inspector Zaffar Witto and investigation officer 
(IO) of the murder case, Assistant Sub Inspector (ASI) Jafar Wittoof told the notables 
that they will question him for the investigation of the murder case and he will be freed 
after some time so they should return to their work. However, on the night of the 7 
September the poet was shifted in severe condition to another police station, the 
Bhawana police station, and in the morning of 8 September people came to know that 
Sahar had died of the severe torture inflicted on him during the 
investigation. www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-189-2011  

A jeweler was killed during torture in police custody 
Police brutality was again exposed when a 50-year-old jeweler died in police custody 
owing to serious police torture on August 22. Muhammad Rafi, 50, father of two 
children, a resident of Ichhra Zaildar Road, was a jeweller and running his business in 
Latif Plaza located in the gold market for the past many years. The deceased was arrested 
by police some two days ago when two already arrested robbers confessed in police 
custody that they have sold gold ornaments weighing six to seven grammes to Rafi. 
Policemen managed to stop the traders from lodging any serious protest. Police claimed 
that Rafi committed suicide after drinking acid during their visit at his business place in 
order to recover the looted gold from him. Traders from Ichra Market and Rafi’s family 
reached the scene and after reaching the hospital claimed that Rafi died owing to serious 
police torture.  

A man was kept in military torture cell (www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-
appeals/AHRC-UAC-160-2011)  

A man who was kept in army detention centers for more than nine months after his 
abduction by secret agencies and the Frontier Corp (FC) was again abducted, this time 
with his nephew and at the time of writing both of them remain missing. He had just 
recovered from his wounds of torture inflicted during the illegal detention in army 
torture cells. It is feared by the family members that the victims would be killed following 
their disappearance and illegal detention by the FC as it is a common phenomenon in 
Balochistan that after abduction the torture-mutilated bodies are found on the road side. 
Mr. Illahi Bux Bugti (40) son of Bayar Khan Bugti, resident of Haji Murad Gujjar Goth, 
Hub Chowki, Balochistan province, was abducted in presence of many witnesses on June 
26, by persons from the Frontier Corps (FC), police and plain clothed men, suspected of 
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being from state intelligence agencies, and was taken along with his nephew in an FC 
armoured car. He was coming from Karachi, 30 kilometers from Hub Chowki, on a 
motorbike with his nephew.  

Illahi Bux, was also abducted in 2007 by the persons from the army in their uniforms and 
police and was missing for nine months. After nine months he was thrown in an injured 
condition on the Netti Jetty Bridge at Karachi. He told his family members that he was 
kept in different torture cells, blind folded and army officers were investigating him 
about the nationalist movement in Balochistan and about some militant groups including 
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA). He was tortured in army detention centers by army 
officials. After the new government came into power he was thrown on the road side. 
His body clearly showed signs of torture, his kidneys were damaged and he was severely 
traumatized.  

Army officials torture police officers and get impunity 
In an incident that occurred on August 24 police officers from R.A. Bazar police station, 
Rawalpindi, Punjab province, arrested two suspected persons from a market place. The 
men were collecting extortion money and teasing the women. The arrested persons told 
the police that they were from the army but could not prove their identity. The officers 
took them to police station but one of the arrested persons managed to escape from 
police custody. In an astonishing act as the police brought the remaining accused to the 
station 50 army personnel, under the command of a captain, attacked the police station. 
They forced their way into the station, severely beat all the policemen present, abducted 
two police officials and kept them in illegal detention. The abducted officers were also 
severely tortured in military custody and were finally released four hours later. The whole 
police station was ransacked and bullets were fired inside the building. 

In another incident, just three days after the above incident, on August 27, officials of the 
army tortured to death a Station House Officer (SHO) of the Chacrala police station, 
Mianwali, Punjab province. Other police officials were also severely injured. The SHO's 
'sin' was that he stopped a truck of the Pakistan army's Frontier Works Organisation 
(FWO) for a routine check at the high way. A case was filed but no arrests have been 
made because of hindrance from the army.  

There are examples of journalists like Saleem Shahzad, Hyatullah, MusaKhel and many 
from Balochistan who were killed after their disappearances by the powerful intelligence 
agencies of the army. A prominent journalist, Umer Cheema, was also abducted by the 
intelligence agency, the ISI, severely tortured and sodomised by army officials. But, as is 
typical where the military are concerned, no perpetrator has ever been prosecuted nor 
has any enquiry been concluded. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-
news/AHRC-STM-113-2011/  
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A campaigner against torture was implicated in robbery case 
Mr. Dilshad Bhutto, son of Mohammad Bux Bhutto, is a prominent human rights 
defender from Sindh province and he heads the campaign against torture in custody the 
"Anti Torture Movement Pakistan". Every year on the occasion of June 26, the 
international day in Support of Victims of Torture, he organizes different seminars and 
workshops against the practice of torture in custody with the collaboration of different 
human rights groups, including the Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC). Many 
times, he was intimidated by powerful landlords cum politicians who opposed his 
activism in favour of human rights.  

A case of robbery was filed against Mr. Dilshad Bhutto and his elder brother Mr. 
Mashooq Bhutto in Taluka police station, Larkana district, Sindh province. The robbery 
is alleged to have occurred in the house of Mr. Nazeer Bhutto, city president of Sindh 
National Front and Dilshad and Mashooq were accused of looting valuable items from 
the house. The police immediately acted upon the first information report (FIR) and 
went to arrest them from Dadu city, 200 kilometers far from Larkana city. Dilshad 
Bhutto was not present in his house at that time and the police arrested his elder brother 
who is working as an officer in the department of education, Sindh government, in the 
early hours of July 29. Local journalists say that the complainant was also not aware that 
a case was filed on his behalf. www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-
UAC-127-2011  

A nationalist was sent to the custody of ISI for torture 
Manzoor Hussain Parwana, the Chairman of the Gilgit Baltistan United Movement 
(GBUM), has been arrested by Pakistan Rangers, FC and Gilgit City Police commandos 
after his speech in the convention of Balawaristan National Students Organization 
(BNSO) on 28th July 2011. He was already framed in sedition charges by the occupation 
regime of Pakistan, because he was exposing Pakistan Forces and their intelligence 
agencies' illegal activities in Gilgit Baltistan, a newly created province of Pakistan.  
 
It is reported that Mr. Manzoor has been taken to Inter Services Intelligence service (ISI) 
Centre at Sonikote Gilgit, where he will be interrogated by ISI, MI and other forces. It is 
obvious that he will be tortured and will be framed in any fake case to malign the 
nationalist movement in this disputed are, so the attention of arrest of ISI agent Ghulam 
Nabi Fai by FBI in Washington is neutralized. Mr. Fai was arrested in the USA on the 
charges of being a spy of Pakistan. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-
news/AHRC-FOL-009-2011/  

Another Azad Kashmiri becomes the victim of ISI butchery 
Dr Rizwan son of Mohammed Sarwar resident of Muzaffarabad was kidnapped by 
officials of ISI on 7th May 2011 from his house; and today on 23 May, he was 
killed. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FPR-027-2011  
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No case was ever registered against Dr Rizwan and he was kept in the torture cells of the 
ISI. The local police demanded family of the deceased to pay them 60,000 rupees and 
they will release him. While the family struggled to make arrangements for this money, to 
their horror they discovered that they have killed innocent Dr Rizwan. The police took 
many days to release the body of the deceased.   

Police officials kept newlywed couple in a private detention center and 
torture and released them after receiving ransom 
Mr. Shahid Ali Shahani, 20, son of Haji Shah Nawaz Shahani, resident of Ghotki, 
married Ms. Nazia, 18, daughter of Ghulam Hussain Shahani, who was missing after 
their arrest by police officers from two stations on the instructions of a high ranking 
police official, was kept in a private detention place unofficially run by the police, for 
many days where they were tortured and abused. The release of the couple was possible 
only after the issuance of urgent appeal by the AHRC (Please see the original Urgent 
Appeal: http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-038-2011/) 
on which enquiries were initiated by the offices of the prime minister and chief minister 
of Sindh, but even then police took huge amount of ransom before releasing them. The 
officials of Ghotki police in retaliation also illegally occupied the houses of the all the 
brothers of the groom’s father and destroyed the standing crop of wheat in seven and a 
half acres of the land and stopped the crop of the sugarcanes to be delivered at the sugar 
factories.  

The father of the bride has again threatened that the couple should be killed or burned 
alive. Even after the directives of the offices of the prime minister and chief minister of 
Sindh the police have still not started any enquiry in to the case.  

A lady health worker raped and forced by police to withdraw her 
complaint 
Rehana Malik, 30, a lady health worker at Civil Hospital, Digri town, Mirpurkhas district, 
Sindh province, also an employee of the health department of the government of Sindh, 
was raped in her house while her husband was out for his daily job. On December 9, 
2010 at 8 pm three police informers and gangsters entered her house, locked her children 
in a room and one gangster, Gulzar Arain, who is known to run a drug den, overpowered 
and raped the victim with the help of two police informers, Shahid Jat and Shoukat Jat. 
The attackers also injured her during the rape and stole Rs. 85,000. (USD 1000) and 
jewelry of the same amount. The perpetrator, Arian raped her while the two accomplices 
held her hands and legs for the rape. After the rape the attackers threatened her that if 
she went to the police she would be raped in an open place. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-048-2011  

The First Information Report (FIR), a criminal case for legal proceedings was lodged by 
the police intentionally after five days of the attack in order to destroy the evidence. The 
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police, instead of filing a rape case, filed a case of attempted rape so that perpetrators 
could not be tried for committing the heinous crime. The high raking police officers of 
the concerned district are coercing the victim to settle the case with perpetrators. The 
alleged rapist was arrested for attempted rape but the police informers, who restrained 
the woman and who had beaten her during the rape, are enjoying the protection of the 
police. 

6. Women Human Rights…….an obligation  

Articles 25, 27, 35, 37 of the constitution of Pakistan state that  

All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law.  

There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex.  

Nothing in this Article shall prevent the State from making any special provision for the 
protection of women and children.  

Nothing in clause (1) shall prevent the State from making any special provision for women 
and children. No citizen otherwise qualified for appointment in the service of Pakistan shall 
be discriminated against in respect of any such appointment on the ground only of race, 
religion, caste, sex, residence or place of birth. 

The State shall protect the marriage, the family, the mother and the child.  

The State shall: Make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work, ensuring 
that children and women are not employed in vocations unsuited to their age or sex, and for 
maternity benefits for women in employment….. 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights          

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be 
made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or 
territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or 
under any other limitation of sovereignty.  

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of 
the law. All are entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this 
Declaration and against any incitement to such discrimination.  
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Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have 
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, 
during marriage and at its dissolution.  

Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.   

Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country.  

Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance.  

Women and Laws 
The Government of Pakistan and legislators have failed to fulfill their constitutional 
obligation of ensuring equality before the law to men and women. They have also failed 
to guarantee that women are aware of their legal and constitutional rights and to put in 
place sufficient measures to ensure that these rights and liberties take precedence over 
other customs which reject the concept of equality. 

Women comprised 22.2 percent of the 342 seats in the National Assembly and 17 seats 
in the Senate. During the year, women parliamentarians were seen as the most active 
legislatures. Out of 26 private bills, 22 were presented by women parliamentarians. 
However, there was no representation of women parliamentarians in the Constitutional 
Reforms Committee formed to draft the 18th Amendment Bill. 

It is unfortunate that instead of progressing forward with every passing year the situation 
of women in Pakistan seems to be going steadily downhill. Significant actions, concrete 
and sustained steps have to be taken seriously. Before that it is essential that Government 
publicly condemn all forms of violence against women and respect all UN ratified 
conventions by reforming laws and criminal justice system to ensure provide greater 
protect to women.  

Though government seems interested in making some laws for the uplifting the women 
folk but the parliament is mostly consisted of men from background of landed 
aristocracy, right wing politics, usurping the rights in the name of Islam, customs of 
marrying more than one women and much more dependent on taboos and religious 
customs who always resist legislations be passed through the parliament. The two bills 
are pending before the Senate since 2009 which were passed by the national assembly. 
The bills about domestic violence and Acid attacks on women have been tabled by the 
women parliament which is in number of 72 out of 344 members of National Assembly. 
The women members from the parties in government and opposition are working hard 
to pass the bills. On November 16, the national assembly passed a bill “The Prevention 
of Anti-Women Practices Bill 2008” which was demanded by the civil society since many 
decades. The bill specifically targets forced marriages, marriages to the Holy Quran and 
denial of the right of inheritance. According to the bill whoever, by deceitful or illegal 
means, deprives a woman from inheriting any movable or immovable property at the 
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time of opening of succession, will be punished with imprisonment for a term of up to 
ten years and no less than five years or with a fine of one million rupees or both.  

Women in Pakistan face various kinds of brutal treatment, including sexual violence by 
family members, strangers or state agents, honor killings, domestic abuse and torture. 
They are burnt, raped and murdered. The intensity of crimes against women is on the 
increase while the verdicts of jirgas (tribal illegal judicial system) continue, leading to 
heinous wrongs against women. This alarming and worsening situation of structural 
violence against women does not extend official response to offer them greater 
protection. Generally the culprits go unpunished because of discriminatory laws, the 
incompetence, corruption, and sexual biases, run rampant throughout the judicial system. 
It is believed that 70% of people committing honor killings across the country escaped 
without being penalized.  

It is imperative that judges, lawyers and police officials are educated about the terrible 
consequences for women of many customs, such as honor killings. It is also essential that 
the process of justice be made easier so that women do not hesitate in going to police 
stations to file their complaints. 

Under the Qisas and Diyat Ordinance, the Shariah Laws, the heirs of the victim have the 
right to decide if Qisas (equal punishment) ' inflicted on the offender. They may choose 
to waive this right. The accused (who is often member of the victim's family) is usually 
forgiven or son negotiates with the offender's family to determine how much 
compensation would be required for them to grant mercy to him. The offences under the 
Qisas and Diyat laws go against the order of a state that is exclusively responsible for 
protecting the lives and physical integrity of its citizens. The Govt. must stop the 
application and misuse of the Qisas and Diyat laws and declare offences of violence 
against women as Non-Compoundable. 

The Qisas and Diat laws are generally benefit the perpetrators in the cases of rape, 
molestation, feuds between the families and exchange of minors to settle the murder 
disputes.  

The victims of domestic violence are not only facing injustices at home but also 
victimized by the state for not ensuring them protection by law. Domestic Violence Bill 
of 2009 was passed unanimously by the National Assembly on August 2010, but lapsed 
when Senate failed to adopt it within three month-period prescribed by constitution. 
Nothing has been done on the same so far although all human rights watch groups 
report says the high figures of wide range of all forms under Domestic Violence.  

The Federal Shariat Court ruled that the section 11, 28 and 29 of the Women Protection 
Act, 2006 was unconstitutional, on the contention that these negated the over-riding 
effect of the Hudood Ordinance of 1979. The government and the civil society have 
challenged the FSC decision to ensure that women's rights were not compromised again. 
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Women's freedom depends on male's choice 
More than half of the women population in the country need permission to step out of 
the house and 91% received support from their families in terms of decision making only 
after they started earnings. Majority of women do not have the concept of having the 
way of life with their own choice. Their lives are generally governed by male counterparts 
from their families. Most of the women consider such setting as natural with high level 
of acceptance. The limited awareness and information among women even about their 
basic right is visible because they believe that it is good for women to forgo their rights. 
The spirit of sacrifice is built so strongly among women within the family structure, 
means that giving up their rights is a feeling of doing good and claiming rights is not of 
their culture.--Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI).  

Though, many plans and programs have been launched to increase the literacy rate 
among females the drop out ratio among the girls and the number of out of school girls 
remains the highest in the world. It is extremely important that concrete steps are taken 
to bridge the wide gap between male and female literacy.   

The fact shows how the Government has failed to ensure that women are aware of their 
legal and constitutional rights and has failed to put in place adequate measures to ensure 
that these rights and freedoms take precedence over other norms which deny women 
equality. Most women are confined to their homes or to a small private sphere and have 
little access to information outside their homes which is why they consider men to be 
superior to them and consider exercising their will a sinful and shameful act.  

The Constitution of Pakistan guarantees gender equality in several articles. Pakistan has 
also ratified the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against women (CEDAW). The consist denial of fundamental rights has resulted in the 
increased susceptibility and vulnerability of Pakistani women for all kinds of violence 
such as murder in the name of honor, mental/ physical domestic violence, rape, gang 
rape, abduction, murder, forced conversion, forced marriages, trafficking and 
prostitution. Women in Pakistan have been denied enjoyment of their economic, social, 
civil and political rights for years. 

Pakistan is third among Five Most Dangerous Countries in the World 
The recent study done by Trust Law has shown that Pakistan ranks third among the 
dangerous countries for women in the world. They asked 213 gender experts from five 
continents to rank countries by overall perceptions of danger as well as by six risks 
include: health threats, sexual violence, non-sexual violence, cultural or religious factors, 
lack of access to resources and trafficking. Those polled cited cultural, tribal and religious 
practices harmful to women, including acid attacks, child and forced marriage and 
punishment or retribution by stoning or other physical abuse. In Pakistan, more than 
1,000 women and girls are victims of “honor killings” every year, while 90% of women in 
Pakistan face domestic violence.  



T h e  S t a t e  o f  H um a n  R i gh t s  i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  2 0 1 1 

 

 

   Page | 79  

The State of Human Rights in Pakistan in 2011 
AHRC-SPR-008-2011 

http://www.trust.org/trustlaw/womens-rights/dangerpoll/  

Flaws in Criminal Judicial System & impact on Women’s Rights  
The case of Mukhtaran Mai, who was raped in 2002 on the instructions of the local 
Panchayat, an illegal local court run by the tribal elders, is an ample example which shows 
the biasis of the judiciary against the women. In 2005 the chief justice of the supereme 
court took Suo Moto notice of the case. Despite the intervention it took more than nine 
years to come up with this decision, which is a source of concern for the women of 
Pakistan. Supreme Court has delivered the verdict into Mukhtaran Mai rape case 
upholding the Lahore High Court's verdict, acquitting all the accused except one Abdul 
Khaliq. In cases of complaints women victims are burdened to provide series of 
evidences which is not possible for them. It is the responsibility of the police to do the 
investigation and come up with the requisite evidence. Currently, methods of recording 
evidence by police are biased against women; and that is one reason that they do not get 
justice from the courts.  

The judgment has shaken the confidence and sense of security of women through out 
the. It reflects a faulty investigation of the police and the loop holes that are left 
intentionally to side with the power brokers. The outcome of Mukhtara case discourages 
survivors of rape and gang rape to report. However, laws are made for a society that is 
based on the rule of law and where individualism reigns supreme. Since that society is 
non-existent, our whole legal edifice is working on a fictitious basis with disturbing 
consequences. The law declares that sanctity of life is guaranteed under Article 9 of the 
constitution. 

Pakistan: Politicization of Reproductive Health/Sexual Health Aid 
The issue of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) in Pakistan is very 
important, and can be assessed from three interrelated perspectives: women’s social 
status, state priorities and donors’ agenda. As a traditional patriarchal, as well as feudal 
and tribal society, Pakistan harbors strong values on issues regarding family, sexuality, 
SRHR and gender relations. The state of SRHR in Pakistan cannot be understood 
without Islamic, social and cultural norms shaping society’s collective attitude towards 
SRHR in general and women’s issues in particular. 

This situation is generating dismal facts, such as low literacy rates, gender-based violence, 
lack of discussion and education on sexuality issues, whether formal or in public 
discourse, and women’s lack of autonomy to make decisions regarding their bodies. 
These in turn translate to poor sexual and reproductive health. Consequently, poor 
women’s health in Pakistan is as much a social as a medical problem. Since its inception 
through 1980s, the National Family Planning Programme—the main reproductive health 
service provider in Pakistan—has been poor in terms of density, service provision and 
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quality. There are number of socio-economic, religious and cultural reasons behind this 
poor performance but a main factor is the lack of priority given to this issue by state. 

The security-obsessed state of Pakistan, which allocates its maximum resources to fight 
the US-led war on terrorism, has very low priority for social sector spending and 
women’s development. Even its other South Asian neighbors, like Bhutan and Nepal, are 
spending 10 times more on the health sector. The sexual and reproductive health-related 
initiatives in Pakistan have been mainly donor-dependent. Donors’ funding is mainly 
related to mother and child care however, and though it brought the MMR down to 
marginal extent (from 346 to 276/100,000 in one decade), much more is needed to 
provide comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services, provide comprehensive 
sexuality education, and address sexual and reproductive rights. Bushra Khaliq 
(www.arrow.org.my): www.arrow.org.my/publications/AFC/v17n1.pdf  

Aasia Bibi case and misuse of Blasphemy laws  
The recent verdict of a lower court, sentencing a Christian woman to death in a 
blasphemy case and consequent murder of Punjab Governor who supported the 
imprisoned woman, has put forth the very vital question-weather Pakistani society has 
become intolerant, violent and extremist to the point of incorrigible. The Asia Bibi case 
was occurred in June 2009 in Pakistan's Punjab province when a group of female Muslim 
laborers complained that Asia Bibi, a Christian woman and a fellow farm laborer, had 
made derogatory remarks against the Islamic Holy book and Prophet Mohammed. A 
police investigation was opened, which led to a trial and guilty verdict for Asia. The 
verdict has attracted worldwide attention. 

The incident is clear indicative that Pakistani society is totally dominated by traditional 
religious values. Although the assassinated Governor Taseer was not accused of 
blasphemy, his crime was to seek presidential pardon for an illiterate peasant Christian 
woman accused of blasphemy. 

In his court testimony, the Governor’s assassin proudly declared that he was executing 
Allah’s will. Hundreds of lawyers showered him with rose petals while he was in police 
custody. Two hundred lawyers signed a pledge vowing to defend him for free. This kind 
of mass frenzy, loaded with religious extremism taking new heights is matter of great 
concern for the progressive forces of Pakistan. By Bushra Khaliq 
http://www.wise.pk/inner.php?pageid=32&menuid=22&sectionid=&articleid=11  

Some Opportunities 
The Gender Reforms Action Plan (GRAP) was initiated in 2005 to help improve the 
status of women through fiscal, political, legal and institutional reforms in the 
government structures at the federal, and district levels in order to ensure gender equality 

http://www.arrow.org.my/publications/AFC/v17n1.pdf�
http://www.wise.pk/inner.php?pageid=32&menuid=22&sectionid=&articleid=11�
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in society. The project barely managed to spend 84 of 250 million and unable to achieve 
desired objectives. However GRAP is continuing its program for next two years.  

A positive development was the enactment of two laws to deal with sexual harassment. 
Pakistan Penal Code to provide for a harsher penalty for the offence under Section 509 
besides offering a better definition of sexual abuse. The other law, adopted in March 
2010, was the Protection against Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act, which laid down a 
code of conduct devised to prevent and punish sexual harassment at workplace.  

The Government of Pakistan has declared December 22 as National Working Women's 
Day, including agricultural field workers, police officers, parliamentarians, doctors and 
senior government officials and a woman has been appointed as the first female 
Ombudsperson for Women's Rights and implementation of Anti Sexual Harassment 
legislation in the country. 

Two key bills were presented in the National Assembly in April 2011. One proposed by 
female MPs, seeking enhanced punishments for perpetrators of acid crimes against 
women and the other for a ban on the production, transportation and sale of firearms. 
Female MPs from all political parties called for an effective implementation mechanism 
after a National Assembly panel recommended to the house to approve a bill seeking 
enhanced punishments for those responsible for acid crimes against women. 

In its report on Acid Control and Acid Prevention Bill, 2010, the National Assembly 
standing committee on women’s development urged the house to accord an approval to 
the legislation that proposed life imprisonment and a minimum Rs1 million fine for the 
crime. The committee argued that the crime was becoming more common by the day in 
the absence of a proper legislation to prevent it from happening. 

Women crisis centre were established in 12 districts in Punjab to provide free security, 
health treatment, legal aid and counseling facilities to women victims of violence. 
Currently, these crisis centers are working across 25 different districts of the country 
under the supervision and guidance of Ministry of Women Development. As per the 
Aurat Foundation’s report, 14,429 women victims of violence had received temporary 
shelter, health treatment and legal aid services through these centers in Punjab. 

Impunity in the cases of rape of teenage girls 
The gang rape in captivity always gets impunity by the law enforcement agencies and 
through the Shariah laws. The gender biases and prejudices of the officials, courts, 
lawyers and the law enforcement agencies the perpetrators of the rape get impunity and 
prosecution always helps the perpetrators in the cases of violence against women. The 
police always complicit with the perpetrators and avoid to file the cases in the effort to 
destroy the evidences and also police force the complainant/s to withdraw the case in the 
name of honour of the family and victim. In many cases police do not provide the letters 
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to the complainant for medical examination of the victim until the complainant gets 
order from the courts. 

The government has accepted several recommendations concerning women's rights and 
violence against women. But these remain a critical issue in the country and authorities 
are not taking any credible or effective action to address the abuses of the women.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-226-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-166-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-162-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-ART-057-2011/  

A 12 year-old Christian is gang raped for eight months, forcibly 
converted and then 'married' to her Muslim attacker 
Miss Anna (name withheld), is a 12-year-old Christian girl and the daughter of Arif 
Masih. Arif is employed as a street sweeper (scavenger) at WAPDA. He is a resident of 
quarter number 44, WAPDA colony, Shahdra, Lahore, the capital of Punjab province. 
Anna was kidnapped by two Muslim men on December 24, 2010, one day before 
Christmas. 

In the first week of September 2011, more than eight months after her disappearance, 
Anna called her family from Tandianwalla, district Faisalabad, 190 kilometers from 
Lahore, and told them that she had been abducted but had escaped and was hiding at a 
bus stop. The parents went there and recovered her. The rapists then immediately 
contacted the police through their religious group and produced a marriage certificate 
showing that one of them, Muhammad Irfan, was married to her. When Anna's parents 
went to the factory area police station to change the FIR to include the names of the 
rapists in the case the police flatly refuse to allow this and said she that as she had 
married and converted to Islam it would be better to hand over the girl to her legal 
husband. If they refused they were told that a criminal case would be filed against 
them. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-199-2011/  

A minor girl was gang raped by a powerful man, his son, his brothers 
and nephews in the shadow of a fabricated marriage  
Ms. Mallah (full name withheld),11-years-old, the daughter of Ahmed Mallah, a resident 
of Goth Haji Abdullah Kadhro Daro, Taluka Mirpur Bathoro, District Thatta was gang 
raped by Mr. Gulab Palari, the sons of Liyar Palari, his brother Pinyal Palari, his son 
Noor Muhammad and his nephews after her abduction. According to victim's family, in 
the month of July Mr. Gulab Palari and Mr. Pinyal son Liyar Palari visited her village, and 
invited her family consisting of her father Mr. Ahmed Mallah, Mother, Mst Hujjat 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-226-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-166-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-162-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-ART-057-2011/�
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-199-2011/�
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Mallah, her and her two year-old sister Ms. Farzana to their area in Nooriabad, Sindh 
province for the cultivation of Land at Nooriabad which is situated between the cities of 
Hyderabad and Karachi. On this offer, her father Ahmed Mallah decided to move his 
family to their village Goth Azeem Palari with all their belongings and household goods. 
After moving there, they were surprised to know that there was neither land nor any 
cultivation there. 

According to the case filed in the Additional Session Court of Kotri, the alleged rapists 
namely; Yar Mohummad, Gulab, Pinyal and other their other accomplices of Palari 
family detained them in an illegal private detention center at their village house. After 
some days Yar Muhammad asked the father of the girl to marry his daughter with his 
son. Shabana's father refused it because of her young age. This refusal infuriated Palaris 
and the accused persons abducted her and forcibly married her to Noor Muhammad, the 
son of Yar Muhammad. It is said by the victim that she was forcibly put before a bearded 
person who read some verses from the holy book of Quran and then it was declared that 
she was married to Noor Muhammad who confined her and raped her the entire night.  
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-177-2011/  

A Christian woman was raped for four days; the rapist identified 
himself as a senior officer in the Inter Services Intelligence Agency 
Ms. Sehar Naz, aged 24, from Christian Town, Faisalabad, Punjab province, works as a 
sales officer in the State Life Insurance, a government insurance company. She was going 
with her area manager and sales manager in their car to attend a conference on 14 April 
2011. As the car reached the circuit road near the Serena Hotel crossing a person in a 
black shirt and trousers stopped the car and introduced himself as Arif Atif Rana, a 
Major in the Inter Services Intelligence (ISI). He was standing with a traffic police official 
and asked the occupants of the car to show their identity papers. As he received the 
identity card of Sehar Naz he told the insurance officers that a call has been received by 
him against Sehar and that he wanted to take her for investigation. The insurance officers 
tried to prevent this but he threatened to kill them for interfering with his official work.  

The insurance officers quickly lodged a police report on the same day at Civil Lines 
Police Station, Faisalabad, that she was abducted by an army officer who claimed that he 
was a Major in the ISI.  

Major Rana took her on his scooter to different places and then to his house in 
Samanabad, Faisalabad. He kept her at that location for two days and then took her to 
Lahore, the capital of Punjab province and raped her in his custody on each of these four 
days. On 18 April he dropped her at the Faisalabad railway station and threatened her 
that if she told anyone about the rape he would arrest her parents in a bomb blast case. 
He went on to say that it is easy to book Christians in any case.  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-085-2011/  

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-177-2011/�
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A 16 year old girl was gang raped almost for one month -- perpetrators 
were released by the police 
Six armed men from a group of land grabbers from Karachi, working in nexus with 
different police stations, attacked the house of Mr. Abdul Rafiq Jagirani alias Mohib Ali, 
son of Maula dad Jagirani, in Faizabad, Khairpur Mirs, Sindh province, on 14 
October 2010 and abducted his 16 years old girl, Miss S (name withheld), and his son, 
Muhammad Afzal, 14, at gunpoint for ransom. They threatened Jagirani not to report it 
to the police otherwise they will kill both children. 

After half an hour of the abduction Jagirani reported the matter to the police but because 
of threats from the abductors he did not identify them. After two days the abductors 
asked for Rs. 500,000 (USD 5883) as ransom for the release of his children. He sold his 
some agriculture land for the payment and handed over the money to the abductors in 
Karachi, 400 kilometers away from his city. It took him one month to arrange the 
money. The payment was paid in Bhitai abad, Gulistan-Johar, Karachi to the main 
accused, Abdul Kareem Marfani, and in return the abductors released his children. 
Following her release his daughter told him that she was raped during her captivity. The 
perpetrators are enjoying impunity and police is satisfied that the children are released. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-053-2011/  

A lady health worker raped and forced by police to withdraw her 
complaint 
Rehana Malik, 30, a lady health worker at Civil Hospital, Digri town, Mirpurkhas district, 
Sindh province, also an employee of the health department of the government of Sindh, 
was raped in her house while her husband was out for his daily job. On December 9, 
2010 at 8 pm three police informers and gangsters entered her house, locked her children 
in a room and one gangster, Gulzar Arain, who is known to run a drug den, overpowered 
and raped the victim with the help of two police informers, Shahid Jat and Shoukat Jat. 
The attackers also injured her during the rape and stole Rs. 85,000. (USD1000) and 
jewelry of the same amount. The perpetrator, Arian raped her while the two accomplices 
held her hands and legs for the rape. After the rape the attackers threatened her that if 
she went to the police she would be raped in an open place. 

However, after the incident she went to Digri police station at 9.30 pm where she was 
told by the station house officer (SHO), Mr. Zulfiqar Khoso that as it was night nobody 
could record her statement and to come back the next day. She returned and spent the 
whole next day trying to file her report but in the evening was told that she should go 
back to home and the police station would send someone to see her. In the meanwhile 
news of the rape was reported in the media. The police telephoned her to come the 
house of Haji, an influential person of the town. There she found that police officials 
were also present. Haji and police officials pressured her to accept Rs. 10,000 (USD117) 
as compensation which she refused. One of the police officials, Munawar, the assistant 
sub inspector (ASI) took her signature on a plain paper forcefully saying he would make 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-053-2011/�
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an application on her behalf. She asked the police officials to file a case of rape so that 
she could have a medical report.It was only after five days of her rape, on December 13, 
that the FIR was filed. However, the FIR only mentioned that it had been an attempted 
rape. On February 26, Mr. Zulfiqar Mehar, the district police officer (DPO), the highest 
police officer of the district, also tried to coerce her to withdraw she had to withdraw. 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-048-2011/  

A girl was stoned to death, a woman was paraded naked and brother 
kills her married sister in the name of honour 
The killing, forced marriage, or the dishonoring of a woman is not that important for a 
government in a country where scores are killed and maimed in bomb explosions in the 
name of religion. It is a sad irony that these so-called religious warriors struggle 
throughout their life to attain several beautiful women in the afterlife.  

In the month of June Miss Shazia, 19, was stoned, burnt with acid, and then shot dead 
for an unknown sin in Mardan, Khyber Pakhtunkha province,the second largest town in 
northern Pakistan after Peshawar.  Originally from a village in the Swat Valley, Shazia 
was snatched by her ex-husband from her mother, taken into the mountains, tortured, 
and eventually killed. Her mother, Noor Jehan, a widow with no male relatives, has 
lodged complaints at three different police stations about her daughter’s fate, but her 
wailing, so far, has fallen on deaf ears. Law-enforcement agents keep telling her that 
''investigations are under way.'' 

Days before Shazia’s heinous murder, another woman was stripped and paraded around 
Haripur, a city near the now-infamous suburb of Abbotabad, the last dwelling of Al-
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden. The woman, in her 50s, was punished because her son 
was found guilty of having illicit relations with the wife of another man. This was the 
local jirga’s sentence to “restore” the man’s honor -- although it dishonored an innocent 
woman.  

Mrs Odhas was an adult, living with her husband who had no objection to her singing on 
television and the stage, her brothers felt the act dishonored them. One morning they 
knocked on her door, before shooting her repeatedly when she stepped out to meet her 
visitors. This shows the collective mentality of a society where women, instead of being 
thought of as equals, are dealt as a commodity owned by men -- father, brother, or 
husband -- from birth to death. http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-
news/AHRC-FAT-033-2011/  

Section 265-K of the (CrPC) empowers a court to acquit an accused at 
any stage 
The Pakistan Criminal Procedure Code empowers the courts to acquit any person which 
generally provides impunity to rapists. The section 265-k says that ''nothing in this 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/urgent-appeals/AHRC-UAC-048-2011/�
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chapter to prevent a court from aquiting an accused at any stage of the case, if after 
hearing the prosecutor and the accused and for reasons to be recorded, it considers that 
there is no probability of the accused being convicted of any offence. In the cases of rape 
this clause is generally used when the victim of rape or her family members avoid the 
open court hearing and cross examinations before many persons in the court room.  

Two lawyers facing trial in agang-rape case have been acquitted by a Sessions judge.  

They were charged with kidnapping two teenage sisters and subjecting one of them 
to gang-rape in November 2008 in an apartment within the remit of the Ferozabad 
police station. 

Additional District and Sessions Judge (East) Hafiza Usman took suo motu progress of 
the case and observed that the prosecution had miserably failed to produce a single 
witness in support of its case despite the fact that the case was about an incident that 
happened in 2008. 

The court was also told that the gang-rape victim, her sister and their father were not 
willing to appear in court. “Due to the reason mentioned above and in compliance of 
Judicial Policy the court took suo motu progress and itself asked to DDPP (deputy 
district public prosecutor) as why the accused shall not be acquitted under section 265-
K of CrPC due to lack of interest of prosecution and non producing of any single 
witness since 2008,” the judge wrote in her order. 

The forced conversion to Islam of women from religious minority 
groups 
Article 20 of the Constitution of Pakistan clear states that protection must be provided to 
all citizens regardless of their religion. 

The forced conversion to Islam of women from religious minority groups through rape 
and abduction has reached an alarming stage which challenges interfaith harmony due to 
the total collapse of the rule of law and biased attitude of the judicial officers. It appears 
today that no one, from the judiciary to the police and even the government has the 
courage to stand up to the threats from Muslim fundamentalist groups. The situation is 
worse with the police who always side with the Islamic groups and treat minority groups 
as lowly life forms.  

The dark side of the forced conversion to Islam is not restricted only to the religious 
Muslim groups but also involves the criminal elements who are engage in rape and 
abduction and then justify their heinous crimes by forcing the victims to convert to 
Islam. The Muslim fundamentalists are happy to offer these criminals shelter and use the 
excuse that they are providing a great service to their sacred cause of increasing the 
population of Muslims.  
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The most victim communities are Christians and Hindus who are open to cruelties of 
Muslim fundamentalists without the protection from the law. Approximately 90 percent 
of the Christians and Hindus are the poorest of the poor and live in slum areas. They are 
forced to do the jobs of scavengers, sweepers, garbage collectors and other types of the 
lowest menial work. Their access to education is very limited. Their communities are not 
treated as equal citizens and being not provided equal opportunities in the open market 
of jobs, which make them very fragile before the powerful Muslim groups and Muslim 
leaders in view of the weak justice system. 

This is a very basic issue of the rule of law that the police take it upon themselves to act 
as judge and jury when it comes to a conflict between Islam and the religious minorities. 
They decide which FIRs to accept and even then when they deign to record the 
complaints they seldom make any investigations into the cases unless ordered to do so by 
a court. And even then, they delay the issue for as long as possible. An FIR is the first 
step in the registration of a complaint and every police station has the non-transferable 
duty to record them. It is very simply not their choice to decide which FIR to file. No 
action can be taken into a complaint until the FIR has been registered and therefore this 
alone is ample evidence that the police collude with the perpetrators. 

Similarly, the lower judiciary fails in their responsibilities. In the vast majority of cases the 
judicial officers, including magistrates and judges question the traumatised victim in open 
court in full view of her family members, the alleged perpetrators and complete strangers. 
They do not considered the sensitivity of the feelings of the victim and pay no attention 
to the sanctity of the women, regardless of their religion. 

In the cases of forced marriages the courts even allow marriage to the already married 
woman without following the teachings of Islam and Muslim personal laws of the 
country that declare such marriages as against Islam and as Haram (Illegitimate). In many 
cases when this situation has been arrived in the case of Muslim the courts have awarded 
them punishment on the charges of adultery.  

The religious minority's hope from the courts is shattered by such decisions where the 
Muslim seminaries have been allowed to perpetuate freely. In the Sindh province where 
Hindus are residing in good numbers they are generally victimized by the mushrooming 
growth of the Madressas which are very much active in forced conversion to Islam 
through abduction. The decision of courts in the case of Anita will obviously encourage 
the religious zealots to speedily convert the Hindu women by abduction and rape and use 
the court's rulings in their favour.    

The courts were complicit in the forced conversion to Islam of a young 
Hindu woman 
Anita, (22), the mother of two children, was abducted on April 27 from her house, 
situated at Mohalla Surya, Moro, district Nau Shahroferoz, Sindh province, when her 



T h e  S t a t e  o f  H um a n  R i gh t s  i n  P a k i s t a n  i n  2 0 1 1 

 

 

   Page | 88  

The State of Human Rights in Pakistan in 2011 
AHRC-SPR-008-2011 

Hindu husband, Suresh Kumar, was not at home. The two children, one boy of four 
years and one girl of 22 months were beaten up by the abductors and were locked in the 
house. The Hindu community then filed a habeas corpus petition in the Sindh High 
Court Sukkur bench, on May 5, where on the next hearing on May 7 only the lawyers 
from the abductors appeared. The lawyer from the Hindu community asked the court to 
produce the victim and the court replied that when the lawyer representing the main 
abductor is present then there is no need for her appearance in the court. 

The court after seeing the marriage certificate announced that she had embraced Islam 
by marrying a Muslim man. Whereas, the lawyer of the victim said that she should be 
produced in the High Court so that she can testify as to this but court relied on the 
decision of a session court and Muslim marriage certificate and dismissed the case. 

Supreme Court on the 22 July, 2011 where a two member double bench heard the appeal 
and asked that Anita and her husband be present in the court. When perpetrator with his 
Muslim wife, her name had been changed from Anita to Aneela Fatima Pervez, after 
becoming Muslim. The perpetrator came to the Supreme court with many of his family 
members and friends who were also armed as she told later to her Hindu husband on the 
telephone. When she was produced she was not asked to give her statement but she was 
first asked to recite the Kalma (Islamic testimony or the Islamic declaration of faith) 
before taking her statement as to whether she wants to live with new husband or she was 
forced to marry. The court was full of the relatives of the Muslim abductor so she first 
saw the audience and after a while she recited the Kalma. The court declared that she is 
now Muslim. Then she was asked whether she wants to go with her Muslim husband and 
according to her Hindu husband she saw her children who were crying at that time but 
suddenly she saw the relatives of her new husband were looking at her with threatening 
gestures. She said before the court that she wanted to live with her Muslim husband. 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-176-2011  

A Christian family was first booked in Blasphemy and when it was not 
proved then they were forcibly converted to Islam 
Amanat Masih was arrested under blasphemy law in 2007, along with his son Waris 
Masih but later acquitted by higher court as charges were false. Amanat Masih's another 
son Shahzad Masih aged 23 and his wife Rukhsana Bibi aged 20 went to their native 
village in Farooqabad, Sheikhpura to take care of their property, from where they were 
abducted on October 26, 2011. 

When Amanat Masih tried to contact his son Shahzad Masih via cell phone, he was 
unable to reach them. Amanat Masih contacted one Christian in his village, who told him 
that Imam of mosque came with Muslim landlords to his home and forcibly took his son 
and his wife and later announced on mosque loudspeakers that Shahzad Masih and 
Rukhsana Bibi have accepted Islam and denounced Christianity. (Pakistan Christian Post) 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/ahrc-news/AHRC-STM-176-2011�
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The Kiln factory owner rapes then forced them to convert their religion 
In a case of rape and forced conversion to Islam which occurred in the month of August, 
the owner of a kiln factory, Muhammad Amin alias Sony, forcibly entered the house of 
one of his employees, a 13-year-old Christian girl and allegedly raped her at gunpoint. 
Sony then forced the victim to place her fingerprints on a set of marriage papers to 
provide himself with legal protection if he was to be accused of rape.  Anwar Masih, the 
father of the victim and a resident of Harbans Pura, Lahore, the capital of Punjab 
province, was working in Sony's factory for daily wages with his wife and daughter. 
During August, because of heavy rains the kiln was closed and the victim's parents went 
out in search of work leaving their daughter alone in the house.  

Immediately following the incident the parents filed a case with the Harbans Pura Police 
Station. However, to date, the police have not taken action against the accused person as 
he is a powerful man. Also, he sought the help of a Muslim religious group who has 
threatened the police that if any case is filed against the alleged rapist the houses of the 
Christian community will be burned. On October 22, after many delayed proceedings, 
the Session Court of Lahore ordered the Harbans Pura police to file the case which 
should have been done immediately. However, once again the police no action has been 
taken and the police are avoiding their sworn responsibilities.  

In Sony's factory there are around 70 employees most of whom are Christians. One lady 
worker who was widowed two years ago has become pregnant and Sony has been forcing 
her to convert to Islam but the Christian community is trying to prevent it. They have 
accused Sony of being responsible for the pregnancy and have reported the matter to the 
police who once again refuse to file a case against him. Instead the police have threatened 
the Christians with dire consequences should they proceed. This lack of action by the 
police is due to threats by a Muslim group that the police themselves will suffer dire 
consequences should they side with the Christians. 

Every year 700 Christian and 300 Hindu girls were converted to Islam  
Minorities Concern of Pakistan claims that at least 700 Christian girls are kidnapped and 
forcibly converted to Islam every year in Pakistan. Forced conversions of Hindu girls to 
Islam are often unreported out of fear. Most of the cases are from Punjab province 
where Christians live in good numbers and banned Muslims organizations operate freely 
because of the freedom from the Punjab provincial government which provides them 
shelters. There are also many cases from Khyber Pakhtunkha (KP) province where 
Taliban and other forces are operating to convert the minorities to Islam.  

In the Sindh province there are some shrines and seminaries (Madressas) are operating to 
convert forcibly the Hindu girls to Islam. From Karachi, the port city of Pakistan and 
capital of Sindh province, every year around 50 girls are being abducted by the Madressas 
people and then whereabouts are not known to their parents. The police always say if the 
girls have embraced the Islam then how can they stop. From the interior of province, 
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where Hindu population lives near the Pakistan India border, it is a common practice of 
Madressas to abduct the girls, rape and provide them shelter inside the Madressas. If it is 
proved that girls are there then they bring the marriage certificates, which were forcibly 
signed by the girls, and claim they are Muslim. One Shrine in one district the Sanghar, 
head of the shrine claims that it has converted 4000 Hindu girls to Islam during previous 
four years. The Hindu community claims that every year atleast 300 Hindu girls are 
forcibly converted to Islam.  

There have been many cases reported by the Christian rights groups 
concerning rape and forced conversion.  
The following cases which all involve Christian women are but a few: 
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FAT-015-2011/  
 

Sidra Bibi, (14) in the district of Sheikhupura in Punjab, is the 
daughter of a worker in the cotton industry. A Muslim from the 
village had his eye on her and began to molest her, and eventually 
abducted and raped her before threatening her with death. Physically 
and psychologically abused, the girl became pregnant. She managed to 
escape from her tormentor and is now back, in a state of exhaustion, 
with her family. The police have refused to accept her complaint 

because of the involvement of a Muslim religious group and now the CLAAS lawyers are 
handling the case. 

Tina Barkat, (28), was approached by a Muslim friend who, after 
being friends with her for several months, asked her to convert to 
Islam. His family began to read her verses from the Quran, kidnapped 
and threatened her, and then gave her in marriage to a Muslim family 
member. Her lawyers have a current action to dissolve the marriage.  

The same fate has befallen Samina Ayub, (17), who lives with her 
family near Lahore. Kidnapped by a Muslim, she was forcibly 
converted to Islam, and renamed Fatima Bibi and was forced to 
marry in the Muslim rite. Her family reported the abduction but the 
police have not prosecuted those responsible. The case remains 
unsolved and the family calls for the mobilisation of civil society to 
save Samina.  

Shazia Bibi, (19) from Gujranwala, in Punjab, worked as a maid in 
the house of a Muslim woman, the owner of a grocery store. A 
Muslim boy from the shop fell in love with Shazia and in agreement 
with the owner, held a conversion and forced her into marriage. The 
plan was successful but now, thanks to Shazia's family the case has 

http://www.humanrights.asia/news/forwarded-news/AHRC-FAT-015-2011/�
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ended up in court.  

Uzma Bibi, (15), from Gulberg, and Saira Bibi, (20), a nurse 
from Lahore, were taken by force by Muslim neighbours, 
converted to Islam and then forced to marry in the Islamic 
rite. The families of the girls have reclaimed their daughters 
and the cases are currently before the High Court of Lahore, 
represented by lawyers provided by CLAAS. (PA) (Agenzia 
Fides 13/4/2011) 

Two Christian sisters Rubecca Masih and Saima Masih from Jhung, Punjab province 
were kidnapped and forced to convert to Islam. Both sisters were on their way home 
when by Muhammad Waseem and his five friends abducted them in and sped off in a 
vehicle. Muhammad Waseem married Saima Masih the day after her kidnapping. Jhang is 
an area where the majority of Muslims are radical. They believe that if a woman marries a 
Muslim, she automatically embraces the faith of her husband as a direct consequence. 

Honour Killings  
Honour killings are still occurring in Pakistan beside a law made in the year 2004 which 
also provides the perpetrators to bargain with the victim's family through intimidation, 
coercion and threats through the law enforcement agencies. Karo-kari (honour killing) is 
a tradition whereby a man can kill a woman, claiming that she brought dishonour to the 
family, and still expect to be pardoned by her relatives. Once such a pardon has been 
secured, the state has no further writ on the matter. 

Most of the females got killed innocently due to their males enmity with other tribes, 
caste, community or some times within families due to many awesome reasons of their 
male egos! 

Precise figures are hard to obtain, especially for the more remote rural and tribal areas; 
but Pakistan is thought to hold the world record in honour crimes. During last decade or 
so thousands of case registered on Karo-Kari killing legitimate or unlegitimate according 
to the law enforcement agency the Police. 

The concepts of women as property and honor are so deeply entrenched in the social, 
political and economic fabric of Pakistan that once labeled as a Kari, male family 
members get the self-authorized justification to kill her and the co-accused Karo to 
restore family honor. 

The latest of the incidents took place in which five people were killed on the pretext of 
karo-kari in two different incidents in the districts of Sukkur and Sanghar on April 19 
and 20, 2011. 
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Three persons, including a woman, were killed in the village of Moula Bux Mastoi near 
Kandhra, taluka Rohri on 20th April, 2011. Sono Mastoi had been suspecting that his 
wife Kaneez Mastoi had illicit relations with two youths of the area. First he shot dead 
his wife and then went to the house of Rano Bugti and Soomer Bugti and killed them. 
Police shifted three bodies to the Kandhra police station. Neither the post-mortem of 
the bodies carried out nor anyone was arrested. While the case was also not registered till 
late Wednesday evening. 

A young girl and a boy were killed in the village of Naz Latif near Shahdadpur on 
Tuesday 19th April. Some unknown killers shot dead Abdul Majeed Kaloi, an 18 year 
old, and Ms Rasheeda Brohi, a 17 year old girl. Police has handed over the bodies to 
relatives after a post-mortem. Abdul Kareem Kaloi, brother of Abdul Majeed, lodged a 
murder case with Shahdadpur police, alleging that his younger brother had been 
informed by girl`s brother Kareem Brohi that his father Mohammad Sharif Brohi would 
kill Rasheeda Brohi and Abdul Majeed Kaloi because they had illicit relations. 

Most of the events take place on the basis of suspicion as well as misunderstandings 
which flare up people's honor; and instead of thinking twice they just go and kill the 
person.  

12th April 12,  Mukhtaran when her husband, Farooq, accused her for having illicit 
relations with Asif Unnar, a resident of the same village, and tried to kill her. However, 
Mukhtaran managed to escape and took shelter at her parent's house. Next morning, 
Farooq went to a landlord, Mohammad Hassan Unnar, and told him about the story. 
Mohammad Hassan immediately summoned a meeting (jirga) of community elders at his 
house. The alleged karo, Asif, has not been seen since that night and is said to be on the 
run. Therefore, the jirga ordered that both Mukhtaran and Asif be killed.  

Another young woman and a man were gunned down in Ajab Lohar village, the village is 
a district of Jacobababad, Sindh province on suspicion of having an extra-marital affair. 
Farmer Israr Lohar returned home for lunch when he found his wife Robina sitting with 
Dargahi Lohar. Incensed at the sight, Israr immediately took out his pistol and opened 
fire, killing them instantly. He, then, fled from the crime scene. Both bodies were shifted 
to Garhi Khairo hospital and the accused was still at large till the filing of this report. 

A very shocking incident in which a 25 year old son killed his 55 year old mother on the 
pretext of karo-kari took place in Hajano village on 22nd February; the accused then 
surrendered before the police. Begum Khatoon was sleeping when her son, Hussain Bux 
Lohar, shot her. Hussain and his friends later threw her body into Sherkot Shakh, 
situated 50 metres away from the village. The victim's husband had gone to the fields. 
Hussain suspected his mother was having an affair with a man named Gulzar Jaffery.  

The shameful moment was when Hussain (while speaking from jail) said, "I don't have 
any regrets for killing my mother because she was kari and deserved punishment".  
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Another two shot dead in the name of honour when a man shot dead his niece and a 
young man in the village of Sharifani, 30 kilometres off Larkana, on February 5, on the 
pretext of karo-kari. Khuda Bakhsh Chandio shot dead a 28 year old guy named Roshan 
Ali Chandio in a village street and later killed his 18 year old unmarried niece Marvi who 
was busy in household work. Police have arrested him and seized a gun from him. He 
has confessed to have committed the crime and labelled it as honour killing. 

Relatives of Saima Bibi, 21-year-old woman, are under arrest for allegedly electrocuting 
her because she secretly married a man they didn't approve of. Police arrested her father 
and three other relatives after being tipped off by an anonymous caller, said police 
official Muhammad Ismail. 

Bibi, an ethnic Baluch, defied demands from her family to marry a Baluch relative and 
instead ran away about one month ago to the southern port city of Karachi to marry a 
fellow villager, police official Rao Zahoor said. Her father and several other relatives 
traveled to Karachi and duped her into coming back home. When she didn't listen to 
further demands they electrocuted her, he said. Bibi's family told police she committed 
suicide on Friday in their village in the district of Bahawalpur in Punjab, but a medical 
report showed signs of torture and electrocution on her hands, legs and back, police said. 

7. Flood and Food insecurity 

Floods are not a new phenomenon in Pakistan. There have been 50 floods in the last 28 
years. In each of these calamities, those whose lives were devastated never recovered to 
the state where they were before the disaster. Those who suffer are always the same 
people. They are not the well-heeled politicians, generals, bankers and journalists in 
Islamabad, but the poor and oppressed working masses of Pakistan. 

Before even a year has passed from flood in 2010, flood hit Sindh province and 
Balochistan, in addition to the areas affected in 2010. This year, it claimed about 1040 
people, directly affected 2.2 millions, 20 millions in overall, collapsed houses of 1.5 
million, inundated 4.2 million acres of land. The loss of crops alone is estimated to be 
Pakistan Rupees 5.6 billion 
while three millions are still in 
need of food while some 
affected were dying of hunger 
and starvation. Most vulnerable 
groups exposed to flood and 
rains were children and women, 
pregnant women in particular, 
who are the majority of deaths 
and the affected. Yet, the 
government of Pakistan failed 
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to manage emergency to secure people’s lives despite having gone through a catastrophe 
last year. The government aids for the affected failed to reach the affected due to corrupt 
bureaucratic system dealing with humanitarian aid. Civil society was not encouraged to 
associate with the government for immediate and successful implementation of national 
and international aids.  

One year ago (year 2010) during the months of July and August the floodwaters that 
ravaged the southern parts of Pakistan have long receded. Though gone are the 
makeshift tent camps on roadsides but revival of normal life and livelihood still remain a 
challenge. Thousands continue a daily struggle to support their families and re-establish 
livelihoods. As a new monsoon season was in full swing, last year's trauma and economic 
pain still linger. While last year's victims struggle to recover, others now worry that 
changing world weather patterns will cause renewed flooding.  

 

The international donors provided aid through the National Database and Registration 
Authority who is in charge of distribution of WATAN card, and reportedly set up the 
accountability to transfer the fund to the government account and conducted a survey on 
the affected families since July. However, many affected families made a number of 
complaints that they have not been given a card. One affected family living in 
Muzaffargarh district testified that the local Patwari (land record officer) had asked for a 
bribe to include their names in the list of people eligible for compensation under 
WATAN card. Members of the Muzaffargarh bar association found that the floods 
caused avoidable destruction in the district since the decision to breach embankments 
was monopolized by local influential to protect agriculture land in their possession, 
including occupied state land.  
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The compensation money from 
the government has been 
unevenly distributed. Widows 
and female-headed families 
faced discrimination in 
distribution of Watan cards 
(relief money) and rehabilitation 
programs. Despite tall claims the 
Government has failed to 
decrease the rising vulnerability 
level of poverty among women 
after one year. While donors 
promises of some $600 million 
in aid have not arrived. As a result squeezing livelihood options coupled with price hikes 
are impacting the poor families and women in worst manner. Other monetary aids by the 
provincial government did not properly reach the affected either. International donors 
were allegedly afraid that the fund would be misused without reaching to the affected as 
the government officials are highly corrupt and the state is militarized.  

These rains are recorded as being the worst to ravage Sindh in last 200 years and have 
erased hundreds of the villages while depriving millions of their homes, belongings, 
savings, beloved ones and lives forever. Roads and farms are submerged in water, putting 
estimated relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction costs at billions of Rupees. Those 
entrapped and displaced had been suffering acutely due to lack of boats, helicopters, 
ground transport, shelter, food and clean water. It's the human suffering that stares one 
in the face - collapsed houses, desperate faces, people running after relief materials, 
scores of families entrapped on roofs, huddled in temporary shelters and destruction of 
standing crops on lacks of acres of land. All the districts and most of the towns and 
villages of Southern and Northern Sindh province have been badly hit, dozens of towns 
including Badin, Mirpurkhas, Jhudo, Nawabshah, Khairpur, Hyderabad, Dighri, Tando 
Bago, Sanghar, Thatta, Kaacho, Dadu, Kashmore, Tando Muhammad Khan, Kandhkot, 
Johi, Daharki, Omarkot have been inundated and damaged severely, more than 2 million 
helpless people are still encircled by water, hundreds of villagers including women and 
Children have drowned and disappeared, houses, domestic animals, vehicles, fish ponds, 
tube-wells and crops have been completely damaged.  

Mr. Muhammad Usman (38 years old) living in ward 7 of Moro city in Sindh province 
testified that his house has collapsed on September 30, after flood and continuous heavy 
rain, and his wife and daughters got injured. He could not manage to reconstruct the 
house for his family, which is supposed to be assisted by the fund that provides Pakistan 
rupees 20,000 and food items through Watan card. He had to sell out his inherited house 
instead for medical treatment for his families. His family has not received the monetary 
aid, 50,000 Pakistan rupees for the injured either. At present, his family rents the house 
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and finds it difficult to manage proper meals merely from his daily wage. No officials and 
assembly members visited the affected area in Moro city.  

Financial assistance for the agricultural loss did not target the actual tillers — tenants but 
reached to the landowners. It exposes government failure in ensuring food security of 
the farmers who are mostly tenants in Pakistan, proving that the government policy for 
remedy for the affected by natural disaster such as flood or drought does not reflect its 
constitutional principle and the international human rights laws. 

The Article 38(a) of the Constitution of Pakistan says, “The state shall secure the well-
being of the people, irrespective of sex, caste, creed or race, by raising their standard of 
living, by preventing the concentration of wealth and means of production and 
distribution in the hands of a few to the detriment of general interest and by ensuring 
equitable adjustment of rights between employers and employees, and landlords and 

tenants.”  

In many villages, the affected repaired and 
rebuilt their houses on their own, from the 
material retrieved from the debris. On the other 
hand, many were unwilling to leave the relief 
camps as they had no resources to rebuild their 
houses being afraid that they might be deprived 
of what they receive in the camps, which is the 
only that they depend on. 

Women and floods 
The devastation caused by the 2010 floods was the worst in Pakistan's history; almost 
2,000 deaths, nearly 20 million displaced or affected and one-fifth of the country went 
under water. The deluge inflicted unprecedented catastrophic damage on a country 
already reeling from the effects of US-led war on terrorism. A year later, the picture is 
dismal.  

Their lost possessions have been 
replaced at higher costs or not at all. 
Many marriageable girls who lost their 
dowries and valuables are making a 
fresh start to make it again to get 
marry. To address the issue a new 
culture of collective marriages is 
gaining ground, which was earlier 
unknown to these areas. 
Unfortunately, the phenomenon is 
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giving rise to another social trend of 
early girl marriages. Though the custom 
of girls' early marriages is already 
present in Pakistan however, the post 
flood conditions have given new 
impetus to this trend.  

Another particular problem is women's 
health, which is generally ignored. 
Although during the floods, pregnant 

women had the opportunity to avail themselves facilities of ante-natal and post natal 
care, provided through emergency medical camps, but the moment the relief phase was 
over, these women were left in conditions, much vulnerable to reproductive-related 
diseases. Moreover, women and children are also facing nutritional problems on account 
of non-availability of proper healthy diet. Those who lost their livestock are in fact 
deprived of milk and a permanent source of livelihood. 

The compensation money from the government has been unevenly distributed. Widows 
and female-headed families faced 
discrimination in distribution of Watan 
cards (relief money) and rehabilitation 
programs. Despite tall claims the 
Government has failed to decrease the 
rising vulnerability level of poverty 
among women after one year. While 
donors promises of some $600 million 
in aid have not arrived. As a result 
squeezing livelihood options coupled 
with price hikes are impacting the poor 
families and women in worst manner. 

Floods-disaster affected children  
It is a bitter fact that Pakistan stands at the upper echelon on the index of food insecure 
countries. Frequent disasters in past few years have enhanced the importance of adequate 
food for the vulnerable population, notably children; however, a clear lack in policy 
formulation process, resources and implementation mechanism have made it difficult to 
protect and promote children’s right to adequate food, especially in disaster situation.  

It is confirmed the death of at least 220 people, including children, during the heavy rains 
in just three months of 2011. Additionally, media and government agencies mentioned 
that torrential rains have affected 5 million people, including thousands of very little 
children, across the Sindh province.  

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NpQiy0SGC4M/TnxcPiOm7RI/AAAAAAAACGk/5ZkBHdOHxS0/s1600/IMG_3107.JPG�
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However, it is observed that due to huge displacement the relief camps were insufficient 
to accommodate the affected population. The food, drinking water and medicines are the 
most urgent required things for the affected population.  

The World Food Program (WPF) 
has explained that ''food security 
exists when all people, at all times, 
have physical and economic 
access to sufficient, safe, and 
nutritious food, and to meet their 
dietary needs and food 
preferences for an active and 
healthy life.'' However, increasing 
food prices and people’s 
decreasing purchasing power are 
certainly very valid in disaster like 
situation the phenomenon of 
food shortage has become much intense and affected the most vulnerable segment of the 
population, notably the children.  

Mai Nooran from Tando Allahyar,  Mirpurkhas was traveling on a donkey cart along 
with her husband and five children. She said that severe rain has forced her family to 
vacate their muddy house and take shelter in any government relief camp. Mai Nooran 
said that due to severe weather availability of basic food for her five children, two boys 
and three girls, was the main cause of her decision to take refuge in relief camp. I was 
really shocked to see her very week children and one child, named Azam, told that, ''in 
normal days my mother gives me food twice a day but in present disaster like situation 
we have been out of food for last three days.''  

A recent survey conducted by UNICEF in interior of Sindh province revealed an acute 
malnutrition rate of 23.1% among children between six months and five years. The rate 
is well above the WHO emergency threshold of 15%, which requires an urgent 
humanitarian response.  

Due to huge number of children in relief camps, the authorities generally ignored to 
provide adequate nutrition and balanced diet to children of all age groups. 
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