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Highlights:  
• Humanitarian assistance continued to 23,000 refugees in northern Unity State displaced from 

Sudan’s Southern Kordofan, with one week’s worth of food aid delivered during the week.   
• Between 10,000 and 15,000 refugees are estimated to have fled to the border areas of Upper Nile 

State following fighting in Blue Nile State in Sudan, according to UNHCR. 
• A rebel militia attack in Jonglei’s Pigi County on 16 November killed at least 15 people and left an 

unconfirmed number displaced. 
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I. Situation Overview  
 
The overall security situation in South Sudan was relatively calm during the week, though with a fresh rebel 
militia attack occurring in Jonglei State which reportedly killed at least 15 people. Tensions remained high in 
the northern border area of Unity and in Upper Nile following aerial bombardments over 7-10 November, 
while access in Unity continued to be restricted by the threat of recently laid mines. Humanitarian partners 
continued to mobilize relief for refugees in Unity and Upper Nile displaced by fighting in Sudan’s Southern 
Kordofan and Blue Nile states. In the Agok area and Warrap State, humanitarian partners continued to 
provide assistance to the conflict-displaced population from Abyei. A joint planning meeting took place 
between key humanitarian partners of the UN Humanitarian Country Teams of South Sudan and Sudan 
from 15-16 November in Juba, focused on the development of a common strategic approach to 
humanitarian issues affecting both countries. An IOM-supported convoy of barges carrying over 3,200 
returnees departed Kosti in Sudan on 14 and 15 November, bound for Juba. 
 
A presidential decree issued on 11 November relieved all commissioners, deputy commissioners and 
undersecretaries of their duties. Among the new appointments were Mr. Duer Tut Duer as the Chairperson 
of the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, Ms. Javana Luka Kpaksiro as the Deputy 
Chairperson of the Commission, and Mr. Clement Dominic as the Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Urgent food and water assistance continues following attack on refugee site in Unity 
The security situation at the Yida refugee site in Unity State remained calm following the aerial 
bombardment on 10 November. The site hosts some 23,000 people displaced by ongoing fighting in 
Southern Kordofan in Sudan, according to the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR. The rate of new arrivals to the 
site dropped from 400 per day to between 60 and 200 following the attack. An inter-agency assessment on 
13 November reported that food and water were the most urgent needs of the population. Food delivery 
resumed by air on 15 November, with one-week’s worth of rations distributed to the population. Further food 
supplies have been mobilized in Bentiu for airlifting to Yida. To enhance the water supply at the site, a water 
rig was delivered to enable drilling of additional wells. This will avoid tensions between the refugee 
community and local population over the main water source. Medicine stocks were also resupplied as flights 
to Yida resumed. Protection partners began working closely with the refugee community to locate an 
unknown number of missing children who reportedly fled following the bombing. Meeting points are being 
established in case of another attack. While aid worker presence has been reduced due to insecurity, some 
10 international and 41 national relief staff remain in Yida together with trained workers from among the 
refugee community. Additional aid agency teams have also made several daily trips to the refugee site since 
the bombing. A UN de-mining team successfully disarmed an unexploded ordnance that remained at the 
location following the attack.  
 
Efforts have continued to encourage the population at Yida to relocate to safer sites being prepared in 
various locations of Pariang County, to avoid the risk of further bombing or cross-border skirmishes. 
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However, the recent identification of two landmines on Pariang’s roads represents a further dilemma for 
humanitarian workers. Since the attack a reported 100 families have left the site at Yida and moved 
southwards. UNHCR is ascertaining the exact number and profile of the population, and arranging to provide 
them with humanitarian assistance. 
 
Humanitarian response continues in Unity despite landmine restrictions  
Relief continued to be provided to the people in Mayom displaced by a rebel militia attack on 29 October, 
despite restricted access in Unity State due to the threat of landmines. Seventy per cent of the population 
displaced from Mayom town has reportedly returned back, according to county authorities, with the 
remainder thought to be residing in the town’s outskirts. WASH supplies were airlifted to Mayom during the 
week, including 3,600 sachets of water disinfectant, 2,250 bars of soap, and 100 buckets, jerry cans and 
pieces of water filter cloth. Nutrition partners identified that up to 30 per cent of children among the displaced 
are malnourished, following a rapid nutrition assessment conducted on 14 November. Nutrition partners are 
mobilizing a three-month supply of a special nutritional supplement, Plumpy Nut, and are working with the 
county health facility to open an outpatient therapeutic programme to treat malnutrition.  
 
The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) re-commenced flight service’s between Leer and Rubkona, with 
flights to run on Thursdays and Saturdays between the two locations. UNHAS flights between Rumbek-Leer-
Rubkona continue to operate to support humanitarian operations. 
 
Relief underway in Upper Nile to population displaced by fighting in Blue Nile 
The security situation in Maban County in Upper Nile State was calm but unpredictable during the week, 
following aerial bombardments along the border with Blue Nile State in Sudan from 7-9 November. UNHCR 
reported that some 1,200 refugees have been arriving into the state each day due to ongoing fighting in Blue 
Nile. Further influxes are expected to continue, with fighting in Blue Nile ongoing. The UN agency reported 
that between 10,000 and 15,000 refugees are estimated to have fled to the border areas in Upper Nile State. 
Humanitarian partners are working to move the refugees to safe locations in South Sudan, with the most 
vulnerable to be settled at a temporary site in Doro, near the county capital of Bunj. An inter-agency 
assessment began on 14 November, with 5,281 refugees registered in Doro by 17 November. The 
assessment identified food, emergency shelter and health support as the most urgent needs of the people. 
A one-month supply of food rations is being provided to all refugees verified by the assessment. During the 
week, 2,422 people received assistance in Doro. 3,000 non-food item (NFI) kits are available on site are 
being distributed at the same time as food. More food and NFI stocks are being redeployed from other 
locations in Upper Nile. A medical team conducted health screening and vaccinated 775 children for polio 
and measles. Over 440 adults received treatment for different illnesses while 222 women were assisted for 
ante- and post-natal healthcare. In addition to the refugee population, some 11,200 IOM-tracked returnees 
have also arrived into Maban from Blue Nile since the displacements began in August. There are also 
reportedly some 30 internally displaced persons who fled the border area following the aerial bombardment. 
 
Rebel militia attack increases protection concerns in Jonglei 
In Jonglei State, the security situation in Pigi County deteriorated on 16 November, as an attack by rebel 
militia allegedly linked to George Athor resulted in fighting between the troops and the South Sudan Armed 
Forces (SSAF) in Aluel and Atar bomas. Initial UN Security reports indicated that at least 15 people were 
killed and twelve wounded in the attack. At least six people were transferred to Malakal town in Upper Nile 
and three to a nearby NGO-supported clinic in Atar Chui payam. According to partners on the ground, 
several thousand people were reported to have fled to neighbouring villages. UN Security reported that 
some two hundred women and children were displaced into New Fangak town in Fangak County. Aluei 
boma was reportedly particularly badly affected, with many tukuls and a school burnt down. Humanitarian 
partners are scheduled to join a UN security patrol on 18 November to assess the impact of the fighting on 
the civilian population and to deliver assistance that has been delayed. 
 
Elsewhere in Jonglei, humanitarian activities continued to assist people displaced by inter-communal 
violence in Uror County in August. Partners identified a further 4,383 households in need of mosquito nets 
and blankets in Pieri payam, which was at the center of the fighting. So far, 600 nets have been delivered to 
Pieri and 300 distributed to the population. Education partners continued to conduct community mobilization 



Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin                                                                                11-17 November 2011 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

to encourage displaced children in Pieri to return to school. Five temporary learning spaces are operating in 
the payam. In Gumruk payam in Pibor County, 400 households who were identified as in need of NFIs due 
to an inter-communal attack in June are yet to receive support because of a shortage of air transport. 
 
Humanitarian relief to assist people displaced from Abyei ongoing 
Relief continued to people in the Agok area and Warrap State displaced by the conflict in Abyei. Health 
partners provided three primary healthcare unit kits to the Department of Health in Agok, bringing the total 
number of health kits provided in the past fortnight to six. The kits include drugs and medical supplies, and 
each provides treatment to 10,000 individuals for three months. A World Health Organization (WHO) 
emergency humanitarian technical officer was deployed to Agok to ensure adequate health support and 
technical assistance to the Department of Health, as well as to coordinate with health partners. Protection 
partners have been conducting activities in 16 child-friendly spaces in and around Agok. 1,515 children and 
youths benefit from the spaces through sports and psychosocial activities. WASH partners continued 
bringing a household water treatment campaign to villages hosting displaced persons as well as the general 
population. During the week the campaign covered over 560 households in the Agok area. Since the 
beginning of the campaign three weeks ago, 475 cartons of water purification sachets, 38 cartons of 
chlorination tabs, 113 cartons of soap, 400 pieces of collapsible jerry cans, 554 buckets and 1,254 small 
water containers have been distributed to 2,208 households. Following the re-construction of the Banton 
Bridge at the start of November, the UN peacekeeping force in Abyei (UNISFA) has also repaired the road 
joining Banton Bridge to Agok.  
 
Assessment identifies 30,000 affected by flooding in Jonglei 
An inter-agency assessment was undertaken in Fangak County in Jonglei State from 10-14 November to 
assess the impact of flooding in August and September. The assessment found that 30,000 people were 
directly affected by the floods and some 13,000 were displaced. Food was identified as the most urgent 
need of the affected population. A response is being mobilized by partners, but access is restricted due to 
insecurity and poor road conditions.  
 
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals  
9-15 Nov. 114 0 69 2,028 92 6 81 0 0 0 2,390 
Previous 
Arrivals 
(adjustments) 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 
Previous 
Total 57,433 86,515 32,372 66,170 19,551 17,332 20,068 1,334 37,445 10,304 348,524 
Updated 
Total 57,547 86,515 32,441 68,198 19,643 17,338 20,149 1,334 37,445 10,304 350,914 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,267 32,080 16,770 23,396 7,623 15,627 16,090 818 23,193 8,865 169,729 
Spontaneous 17,130 54,435 6,414 43,411 12,020 1,441 4,029 467 14,252 1,439 155,038 
Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 15 November 2011. 
 
Barges carrying over 3,200 returnees en route to Juba  
An IOM-supported convoy of barges carrying some 3,220 people departed Kosti in Sudan on 14 and 15 
November, bound for Juba. The convoy is composed of four passenger barges and eight luggage barges. 
The passenger barges have crossed into South Sudan and are expected to reach Juba by 28 November. 
Preparation for an additional movement of some 3,000 returnees from Kosti has begun with the loading of 
luggage underway. The second movement is scheduled to depart Kosti around 1 December. No progress 
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has yet been made regarding government contracted barges to support the movement of the group’s extra 
luggage. The pace of returnees arriving at final destinations in South Sudan increased over the reporting 
period due to last week’s arrival of IOM-supported trains carrying some 2,000 people to Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal. An additional 310 individuals who were part of the movement are expected to arrive in Wau on 18 
November. The cumulative number of South Sudanese who have returned home from Sudan since the end 
of October 2010 has reached over 350,000 people. 
 
Humanitarian response continues to returnees in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Humanitarian support continued to returnees in transit and at final destinations in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
State. In Aweil town, food was distributed to over 1,600 returnees during the week. This encompassed 
seven days worth of food rations for returnees in transit and one month worth of rations for returnees 
planning to remain in Aweil. At the returnee arrival railway station in Aweil, a water bladder was installed for 
safe drinking water storage and chlorinated water is being provided to returnees. Hygiene promotion 
activities were conducted and soap rations were distributed to returnees. An emergency septic tank was 
constructed to draw waste away from the already existing sanitary facilities at the station. Education partners 
pre-positioned 12 temporary learning tents with the Ministry of Education in Aweil, as part of a contingency 
plan to prepare for further returns. Protection partners have been providing ongoing monitoring and 
investigating of protection-related issues of arrivals at the station. 125 children were vaccinated against 
measles and 138 against polio at the station. The measles vaccination was in addition to a vaccination of 
400 returnee children which took place as returnees crossed into South Sudan in Rumaker. Forty pregnant 
mothers were also vaccinated against tetanus as they crossed south.  
 
IV. Humanitarian planning and coordination 
 
Humanitarian partners from South Sudan and Sudan met to discuss joint issues 
A joint planning meeting between the Humanitarian Coordinators and other key members of the 
Humanitarian County Teams (HCT) in South Sudan and Sudan took place from 15-16 November in Juba, to 
forge a common understanding and where possible, to determine coordinated action on humanitarian issues 
of shared concern. This included the return of the displaced population to Abyei, the situation in Southern 
Kordofan and Blue Nile, and returnee movements from Sudan to South Sudan. The two HCTs decided to 
have a joint response to the Abyei displacement and return, and to take immediate steps to increase UN and 
partner presence in Abyei from both South Sudan and Sudan. With regards returnees, the HCTs agreed on 
a number of steps to improve modalities of return, information flows and support for the vulnerable 
returnees. Also discussed was the need for a new contingency planning around a possible increase in 
border tensions. 
 
 


