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600 killed and 4,100 injured in Turkey Earthquake

The Ministry of Health has finalised a rapid public health 
assessment and action plan. Turkish health authorities are 
managing the post-rescue operations and have not requested 
any specific international support. WHO, UNICEF and IOM 
are coordinating with Turkish authorities for psychosocial 
support to the affected population while TRCS is providing 
psychosocial support services for people in Van Province 
Center and Ercis district. OCHA ROMENACA dispatched a 
Disaster Response Advisor to support the operation.

Food has been sent by different donors, including from 
provinces neighboring Van. As of 3 November, 18,360 
beneficiaries continue to receive breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
In addition, meals and hot drinks are being provided with the 
TRCS Mobile Catering Vehicles in the tent cities and for its 
workers in the field. The Ministry of Health has advised people 
in the earthquake area to drink bottled water only, as many 
cases of diarrhea have been detected among the affected 
population.

Schools will remain closed until 14 November and Van 
University will be closed until January 2012. Media reports 
indicate that 74 teachers lost their lives in the earthquake. The 
Ministry of Education has assigned 800 new teachers to the 
area to avoid any setback in the educational system in the 
region.

The Government of Turkey has allocated $9.1 million in 
emergency aid to the Governorship of Van to respond to 
urgent needs. A national aid campaign launched by the 
Government has collected more than $67 million including 
$50 million donated by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  
www.un.org.tr - www.afad.gov.tr

Mevlana house cities have been established to shelter earthquake 
survivors. Photo: Humanitarian Medical Assistance (HuMA)

International aid workers are complementing the Government of 
Turkey’s response to the quake. Photo: HuMA

The death toll from the October 23 earthquake in Van province 
in eastern Turkey climbed to above 600 while 188 were 
rescued from the rubble, the Government of Turkey said in 
early November. More than 4,100 people were injured. Search 
and rescue operations have ended in Van central district, but 
the Government and some international aid agencies continue 
to respond to the needs of the survivors of the 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake which also triggered over 2,500 aftershocks. 

On November 9, two of these aftershocks at 5.6 and 4.5 
magnitude and seven minutes difference hit the city center of 
Van again. Nine people died and 26 people were saved from 
the rubble after the collapse of two hotels where journalists, 
officials from the Turkish Red Crescent and some foreign aid 
workers were staying. 

National relief assistance for the affected population has been 
increasing steadily from the onset of the crisis and coordination 
and logistics centres set up in Van and Erzurum and several 
international airports. The operation has been complemented 
by international humanitarian support amounting to nearly 
US$ 19 million, as reported by donor countries to the Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS). The Government of Turkey has 
called for international assistance only in terms of tents, 
prefabricated houses and containers. Other technical support 
on psychosocial activities for the affected population was 
also requested by authorities at a later stage.  

Five tent cities and two Mevlana house cities (see picture) 
have been established and the Turkish Red Crescent Society 
(TRCS) has dispatched 27,496 tents as well as blankets, 
sleeping bags and heaters.  As of 3 November, TRCS has 
provided shelter for 137,514 beneficiaries.
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Pakistan: Funds are drying up for Flood relief Over nine million people in total have been affected by the 
floods that hit in August. Over 1.58 million houses in Sindh 
and 26,000 in Baluchistan have been damaged and three 
quarters of the affected households have not received any 
shelter assistance. Around 800,000 people are still displaced 
and stagnant waters have increased the risk of outbreaks of 
dengue fever, malaria and acute respiratory infection. Over 
160,000 pregnant women require medical services in the next 
six months.

Death Toll exceeds 3,500 in Syria - UN

The crackdown on protesters in Syria continues unabated 
despite the signing of an Arab League peace plan, the United 
Nations human rights office reported, adding that the death toll 
has now surpassed 3,500. 

“We are deeply concerned about the situation and by the 
Government’s failure to take heed of international and regional 
calls for an end to the bloodshed,” Ravina Shamdasani, 
spokesperson for the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) said. 

The Syrian Government announced the release of 553 
detainees on the occasion of Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha, 
but tens of thousands remain in detention. In addition, Syrian 
troops continue to use tanks and heavy weaponry to mount 
attacks on residential areas in the city of Homs.

Meanwhile, in response to the pockets of humanitarian needs 
due to loss of livelihoods and exposure to food insecurity, 
WFP has launched a new US$2 million emergency operation 
to expand provision of food assistance to 50,000 beneficiaries 
in areas affected by the unrest for three months, with general 
food distribution of basic commodities. A total of Euro 
500,000 was donated by Finland while the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) has released nearly $800,000 for the 
project. Distribution is expected to start mid-November. 

CERF has since May allocated an additional $2.5 million to a 
range of other humanitarian activities in crisis-affected areas 
implemented through WHO, UNRWA, UNFPA, FAO, UNICEF 
and IOM.

Earlier, as an initial response, WFP successfully 
extended emergency food assistance to 22,000 affected 
people in all governorates across the country, with the 
exception of Aleppo. Distribution was carried out in 
collaboration with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC). 
www.un.org/news/

A man stands with his children looking at his flooded home in 
District Tando, Allahyar, Sindh. Photo: Tooba Bukhari/Oxfam

A critical lack of funds is threatening relief efforts reaching 
over five million flood-affected people in Sindh province in 
Pakistan, the UN and international aid agencies including 
Oxfam, Save the Children, Care, ACTED have warned in a 
public statement.

Oxfam may be forced to cut back on its flood relief 
programmes after December, meaning that 3.9 million 
people that the organization had planned to reach would 
go without help. Meanwhile, Save the Children has raised 
only 35 per cent of their global appeal for the Sindh floods, 
and Care faces a shortfall of 91 per cent in its funding 
requirements.

According to estimates, three million people are currently 
in urgent need of emergency food assistance and the 
risk of disease outbreaks and widespread malnutrition is 
rising. “Due to the funding shortfall, we have only reached 
roughly 10 per cent of the targeted 150,000 people in need 
of emergency healthcare in the areas where we and our 
local partners operate,” said Waleed Rauf, Country Director 
of Care International in Pakistan.    

The programmes of UN agencies are also affected by 
sluggish funding. The US$357 million humanitarian appeal 
has only received $96.5 million so far. “The 2011 floods 
appeal remains distressingly underfunded with a 73 per 
cent shortfall. If more funding is not received, relief supplies 
will run out within weeks. This will have an impact on 
UN agencies’ ability to provide life-saving clean water, 
sanitation, food, shelter and healthcare” said Stacey 
Winston, UN Spokesperson.

The Government of Pakistan also faces a funding crisis and 
might be forced to scale down its relief efforts. This in turn 
will lead to an increased need for NGO and UN humanitarian 
agencies to step up their response. 
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Explosive Remnants of War a serious Threat in 
Libya 

Explosive remnants of war pose a serious threat to civilians 
in the Libyan cities of Sirte and Bani Walid, a report from the 
ICRC said. This conclusion was backed up by the findings 
of a UN Inter-Agency Technical Mission in late October 
which said that “de-contamination of Explosive Remnants 
of War (ERW), Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and Mine Risk 
Education (MRE) are the most urgent needs due to the high 
levels of contamination in both cities and the risk this poses 
to the population”.

Although fighting has ceased in most places in Libya, civilians 
continue to be injured or killed regularly by explosive devices. 
In Bani Walid and in Sirte, where the highest concentration of 
ordnance is found and the humanitarian impact is the most 
serious, the ICRC is therefore launching campaigns to educate 
people about the risks.

“There have already been several confirmed casualties 
in Sirte, including an eight-year-old girl who lost her arm 
while playing with an explosive device,” said Guy Marot, an 
ICRC expert. “Our immediate goal is to ensure that further 
deaths and injuries among civilians are kept to an absolute 
minimum.” A high level of weapon contamination in farmlands 
and elsewhere in the area of Zlitan, west of Misrata, has 
caused approximately 30 casualties so far.

WHO: Health Services barely functioning in 
Yemen 

The general health situation in Yemen continues to 
deteriorate, WHO reported in October. Basic health services 
are barely functioning and access remains limited due to 
insecurity, particularly in the areas of Abyan, Amran and 
Sana’a Governorates. 

Vaccines in hospitals have been affected, with 30 per cent of 
immunization facilities closed due to disruption of the cold 
chain supply system. 

In response to some of the health issues, WHO, the Ministry 
of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) and health partners 
have stepped up the chlorination of communal water sources 
and the distribution of chlorine tablets and oral rehydration 
salts in Abyan Governorate, to strengthen disease outbreak 
control. At the same time, they are training national staff and 
volunteers in affected areas on the proper use of chlorine 
products and building up community awareness on the 
prevention of acute watery diarrhoea. 

WHO has funded a 24-bed rehydration centre in Jumhuria 
hospital (Aden Governorate) and provided equipment, 
medicines and supplies to ensure appropriate diarrhoea 

treatment for internally displaced and host populations. 
A similar centre has been requested by the Ministry 
of Health for Wahda hospital in Lahj Governorate. 
http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info

UNRWA responds to Food Insecurity in the Gaza 
Strip 

Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip are among the most 
vulnerable of those under the UN’s Relief and Work Agency’s 
(UNRWA) care, and despite the recent improvements to the 
access regime in Gaza, one in four of the inhabitants remain 
unemployed and aid dependent and poverty rates are as high 
as 38 per cent (48 per cent before assistance. Source: PCBS). 

UNRWA food distribution programme in Gaza is under threat 
due to lack of funding. Photo: UNRWA

UNRWA in Gaza provides 41,000 families who live on less 
than US$1.60 per capita per day with 76 per cent of their 
basic daily caloric needs and 81,000 families who live on 
less than $4 per capita per day with rations that meet 40 per 
cent of their basic daily caloric needs. The average food 
insecure household in Gaza allocates 61 per cent of its total 
expenditures to purchasing food. 

Faced with this situation, in June 2011, the Campaign of 
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques for the Relief of 
the Palestinian People of Gaza (Saudi Committee) signed 
an agreement to provide enough food to feed 56,000 poor 
families. The food, sent from Saudi Arabia across Jordan with 
support from the Jordan Hashemite Charitable Organisation, 
has been delivered to Gaza in several batches since July. 
The final batch arrived in October. The donation provides 
refugee families in the Gaza Strip with essential food items 
such as flour, rice, sugar, oil and pulses. 

UNRWA’s essential food distribution programme to the refugees 
is now under threat. Even after the generous Saudi donation, 
the Agency urgently needs $10 million to ensure sufficient food 
to maintain UNRWA services into the New Year. UNRWA has 
recently launched a special appeal for Gaza for this purpose.  
www.unrwa.org
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International Day for Disaster Reduction in 
Tajikistan

In celebration of the International Day for Disaster 
Reduction on 13 October, public schools, communities and 
humanitarian partners in Tajikistan organized a series of 
disaster reduction events. 

This year’s theme “Making children and youth partners in 
disaster risk reduction” set the tone for the country-wide 
awareness campaign which engaged thousands of children 
in creative activities such as drawing contests, crossword 
puzzle competitions and simulation exercises. 

Ahead of the International Day for Disaster Reduction, 
Focus Humanitarian Assistance (FOCUS), an international 
disaster management and emergency response agency, 
designed colorful puzzles to test and build knowledge of 
disaster preparedness and response among schoolchildren 
in Gorno-Badakshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO). To reach 
an even wider audience, a public service announcement 
“Five minutes for life: Disaster preparedness for the family” 
was broadcasted throughout the day on national television.     

In the capital city Dushanbe, UNDP held a city-wide 
competition among schoolchildren. Over a hundred young 
students painted or drew on sidewalks what they view as 
disaster risks in their country. 

At the closing gala concert, authors of best works received 
prizes from UNDP, Committee of Emergency Situations 
(CoES), National Red Crescent Society and Dushanbe 
Department of Education. 

A major fault line runs through Tajikistan, making it one 
of the most seismically active regions in the world and 
Tajikistan frequently experience earthquakes, floods, 
avalanches and mudflows sliding off the Pamir Mountains.
www.akdn.org/focus

Schoolchildren in Dushanbe draw on sidewalks competing 
in a city-wide disaster risk reduction drawing contest on 13 
October 2011. Photo: Sayora Grezova, UNDP Tajikistan
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