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Health Partners International of Canada �HPIC� is

a not-for-profit relief and development organization

that works through partnerships to increase access to

medicine and improve health in the developing world.

Our work is highly effective because of the

strength of our partnerships. The ability to heal is

made possible through the pharmaceutical and health-

care products companies that donate the medicines

and medical supplies, governments and bilateral

agencies that cooperate in capacity building, the

Canadian and local NGOs and healthcare professionals

who administer the medical aid and advance community

development, and the donors who provide the funding.

Health Partners International of Canada fully

endorses the World Health Organization (WHO)

Guidelines for Drug Donations. HPIC will only

distribute medicines, medical supplies and vaccines

that can be used before their expiry date, and is

committed to providing only what is needed, for the

people who need it most.

About HPIC
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Millions of people have been touched by the work that Health Partners International of
Canada (HPIC) has done in developing nations all over the world in the last twenty years.
Behind the numbers that mark the breadth and the length of this mission to date, are the
stories of those whose lives have been eased of the needless suffering by preventable and
treatable conditions, and the many partner organizations that ensure those outcomes.

These organizations have taken on a responsibility of changing the lives of as many people
in need in developing countries as possible. By working together, we can achieve this as
efficiently as possible. 

From the Canadian pharmaceutical donors, financial donors, volunteer doctors and nurses,
to the government agencies and NGOs from all over the world — every single one of these
partners fills in the mosaic to form the bigger picture. As Canadians, we can particularly
identify with this notion, and the importance every piece — different in size, shape and
colour — has in achieving it. 

I would like to thank every single one of our HPIC partners for their integral contribution
that forms this beautiful picture of healing and hope.

Committed to health for all

During my years as Canada's Health Minister, I was committed to improving the health of all
Canadians, and to making this country's population among the healthiest in the world.

I am so proud to be part of HPIC's mission, commited to bringing this human right to health
— so vital to all other aspects of a person's well-being — to people in parts of the world
whose reality is far from the one we experience in this country, particularly in regards to
healthcare.

In 2007, I visited Afghanistan as part of an independent task force to make recommendations
on Canada's future role in Afghanistan. The findings stressed the need for more development
work to bolster the country's infrastructure. I am pleased that HPIC has already begun work
on helping the country build more capacity, and assembling a $25 million package in medical
aid, so that every man, woman and child in Afghanistan can have consistant and equal access to
quality medicines. 

HPIC has accomplished a great deal over 20 years, but we could be doing more. We are
continuously driven by the alarming health statistics we hear from nations like Afghanistan,
where the average life expectancy is 44 years; and Nigeria, where a quarter of a million babies
die in their first month of life; or the Democratic Republic of Congo, where the government
spends $14 per person on health care.

It's time for all Canadians to know about this organization and its work. As the magnificent
and moving response to the disaster in Haiti taught us, we can all participate in bringing
healing to a hurting world. 

The Honourable Jake Epp
Chairman

A word from the chair
Partnerships form the big picture

”As the 
magnificent and
moving response 
to the disaster in
Haiti taught us,
we can all 
participate in
bringing healing 
to a hurting
world.“



Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Argentina
Armenia
Bangladesh
Belarus
Belize
Benin 
Bhutan
Bolivia, Plurinational State of
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Côte d'Ivoire
Cuba
Congo
Djibouti
Dominica

Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Estonia
Ethiopia
Fiji
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Greece
Grenada
Ghana
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Jamaica
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya

Lao People's Democratic Republic
Lebanon
Lesotho
Lithuania
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nepal
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Pakistan
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Republic of Korea
Romania
Rwanda

 

 
 
   
 
    

  

  

   

   
 

110 countries have
received aid from HPIC
   Countries around the world that 
have received aid from HPIC
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Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
Sri Lanka
St. Kitts and Nevis
St. Lucia
St. Vincent & the Grenadines
Sudan
Suriname
Swaziland
Syrian Arab Republic
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad & Tobago
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
Uzbekistan
United Republic of Tanzania
Vanuatu
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of
Viet Nam
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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In 2010, we have the privilege of looking back on a 20-year
history of responding to humanitarian crises and distributing
medical aid to people living in developing countries. As we
navigate through past events and outcomes, we are also charting
new ways of being more responsive to those we serve.

Growing capacity

HPIC began as a one-man operation, whose first medical
response to the 1990 earthquake in northwestern Iran resulted in
a shipment of $1.2 million in donated medicines and supplies
from five initial pharmaceutical partners. We have grown into an
organization with the capacity to respond to the 2010 earth-
quake devastation in Haiti, with $5.5 million dollars worth of
aid, donated through a diverse and growing list of healthcare
partners. 
HPIC has a history of supporting our partners who are com-

mitted to bringing lasting change to vulnerable communities.
Over the years we have been moving in the direction of doing
more development work and making long-term goals a part of
our vision. 
As we go forward, along with results from consultations with

our stakeholders, we determined that we could maximize our
accumulated knowledge and experience, and calibre of
partnerships through our own development projects. To reflect
this new direction, our mission statement now describes HPIC
as “a relief and development organization.” 

Addressing short and long-term needs

The development model provides the framework for efficient
approaches to poverty-related health issues on national levels.
HPIC's Capacity Building and Access to Medicines project in
Afghanistan, funded by the Canadian International Development
Agency, is an example of how capacity building can lay the
foundations, that over time, can strengthen an entire health
system in one country. Learn more about this project on page 15.
As both a relief and development organization, we'll continue

to bring the crucial, short-term aid and relief needed, as well as
provide long-term solutions to ensure improved access to health-
care for people in various countries.
In the near future we would also like to solidify partnerships

with organizations like ours, to further extend our capability in
meeting developing world healthcare needs.
I would like to express my gratitude for every member of our

staff, board and volunteers, whose dedication and spirit makes
our organization what it is. I would also like to thank the many part-
ners who have generously dedicated their time and resources
over the last 20 years to help us accomplish our mission. We look
forward to our continuing partnerships, to bring healing to a
hurting world.

Glen Shepherd,
President
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Making a greater impact
A synergy of relief and development allows 
HPIC to do more for the developing world

HPIC

”We'll continue to bring the
crucial, short-term aid and
relief needed, as well as 
provide long-term solutions.“
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2004, First major shipment ($2.1 million)
to Afghanistan's Ministry of Public Health

2007, Prime Minister Stephen Harper attends official opening
of the HPIC medical aid distribution centre in Mississauga

2005, Dental Travel Pack launched

2003, HPIC signs first multi-year country-specific
program with CIDA (5-years, Cuba)

2005, HPIC holds national conference,
AIDS in Africa: Engaging Canadians

2010: Air Canada’s President Calin Rovinescu and HPIC’s Executive
Vice-President Richard Boileau on the ground in Haiti.

2010, HPIC field office in Kabul opened

2010, HPIC distributes $5.5 million worth of medicine
to Haiti in response to earthquake disaster



Thank you.

Pharmaceutical and healthcare products companies (makers of prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines, vaccines and consumable medical supplies): Your requested 
donations of medicine and supplies make our work possible.

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA): Through the years, HPIC has 
worked on a range of projects to help people living in poverty and coping with disasters 
with the help of funding from CIDA. 

Donors: Your financial support enables HPIC to reach hundreds of thousands of vulnerable 
people every year with life-saving treatments.

NGO partners: We are proud to support the incredible work you do around the world to 
bring lasting change at the community level.

Doctors and other healthcare workers: You are the hands that offer healing. Thank you for 
your dedication and sense of mission.

Volunteers: You pack the Physician Travel Packs, help out in emergency relief operations 
and provide a variety of services that help further the mission of HPIC. 

It is thanks to the generous support and commitment of thousands of 
partners and donors across Canada that HPIC continues to pursue its 
mission of increasing access to medicine and improving health in the 
developing world.

Health Partners International
of Canada
Partenaires Canadiens
pour la Sant• Internationale
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Unprecedented generosity from
HPIC partners gives Haiti hope
It was the most destructive earthquake in the Americas in over

200 years. The 7.0-magnitude earthquake that slammed Haiti on

January 12, 2010 reduced the capital city of Port-au-Prince and

others to masses of rubble and dust. It left an estimated 300,000

people dead, thousands of amputees counted among the wounded,

and millions without a home.

Just as the ravaging effects on an already fragile nation were

unprecedented in scope, so was the outpouring of aid for the

people of Haiti.

In the hours following the quake, an HPIC community

health partner established in Haiti was there to provide

emergency relief to the disaster zone through an existing supply

of medicines from HPIC. 

Canada's pharmaceutical industry swiftly responded to the

tragedy to channel over $67,000 worth of donated analgesics,

vitamins and other medicines through HPIC in just 11 days. 

HPIC President Glen Shepherd, who accompanied the first

of a number of medical aid packages worth millions of dollars in

total stated, “I am so proud of what our partners in the Canadian

pharmaceutical industry are doing. Haitians have reason to

hope.”

Learning from the experience of the 2004 tsunami in south-

east Asia, HPIC shipped smaller, but a greater number of aid

packages to a network of partners. This ensured medicines donated

from healthcare partners was in the right place, at the right time. 

HPIC also worked with a number of NGOs, including

UNICEF and World Vision, to get life-saving medicines and

medical supplies into the hands of medical personnel on the

ground through Physician Travel Packs (PTPs). As of the spring

Haiti

Canadians
come together

for Haiti

         
         

        

          
                

       

             
     

                
      

               
     

             
             

            
           

           
 

  
 

 
   



of 2010, 203 PTPs (mobile medical kits containing essential

donated medicines) were supplied to Canadian doctors and nurs-

es for their medical missions in Haiti, through HPIC's healthcare

and NGO partnerships.

The Canadian Medical Assistance Teams (CMAT), who

worked closely with the Canadian Forces in the devastated

Léogâne region, were one of the NGOs who treated patients

with the PTPs. Valerie Rzepka, a Registered Nurse and CMAT

chairperson, was grateful for the essential medicines included in

the kits. “These people that have nothing, have even less now.

Thanks to the PTPs they are able to resume some sense of

normalcy in their lives.”

Paul Davis, a Canadian doctor who carried a PTP to Jacmel,

about 40 kilometers from Port-au-Prince, said “We didn't see the

epidemics that people were predicting.  This is a testament to the

help of the international community.”

A country still in need

HPIC's relief work is only one part of a multi-phased response

plan that includes recovery and rebuilding. The Government of

Canada, in solidarity with caring Canadians, pledged to match

individual contributions to eligible charitable organizations like

HPIC, up to a total of $50 million, through the Haiti Earthquake

Relief Fund, run by the Canadian International Development

Agency.

HPIC is committed to working with its partners in Haiti for

a long time to come, as the nation continues its struggle to provide

basic health care to hundreds of thousands — many of whom

remain without a home.

Richard Boileau, HPIC's Executive Vice-President states,

“Our aim is to be needs-driven and to continue working in Haiti

even when the spotlight has lifted.”

In the first six months after the Haiti tragedy, HPIC distributed

$5.5 million worth of medicine and medical supplies through the

generosity of the pharmaceutical and healthcare products

industries and Canadian donors.

Partner companies that donated to Haiti relief

“These people that have nothing, have even less now.   
Thanks to the PTPs they are able to 

resume some sense of normalcy in their lives.”
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3M Canada
Allergan, Inc. 
Ansell Healthcare
AstraZeneca Canada Inc.
Baxter Corporation 
Bio Nuclear Diagnostics
Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd. 
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Covidien
GlaxoSmithKline Inc.
Henry Schein of Canada
Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
Hospira Healthcare Corp 
Jamieson Laboratories
Johnson & Johnson Inc. 
Lundbeck Canada Inc.
Merck
Novartis Consumer Health
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 

Omega Laboratories 
Paladin Labs Inc.
Pfizer Canada Inc.
Pfizer Consumer Healthcare
Pharmaceutical Partners of Canada 
Pharmascience Inc. 
Purdue Pharma
Ranbaxy
ratiopharm
RW Packaging 
Sandoz
sanofi-aventis Group
Shire Canada Inc.
Takeda Canada Inc.
Taro Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
Teva Canada 
UCB Canada 
Valeo Pharma Inc.
Vita Health Products, Inc. 
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Physician Travel Pack
The Physician Travel Pack (PTP) is comprised of two boxes of

assorted in-date and high quality essential medicines and supplies,

which can be hand-carried to any location in the developing

world. Doctors and nurses can treat up to 600 men, women and

children through one single PTP. 

The content of the PTP was developed in consultation with

Canadian MDs exper ienced in working in rudimentary

conditions, and based on a needs list of primary care medical

products most requested by doctors who volunteer in the field.

Each PTP contains approximately $5,000* worth of medicines

and supplies, through generous donations made by Canadian

pharmaceutical and healthcare products companies. Every PTP is

packed and prepared for easy transport by HPIC's dedicated

partner volunteers.

From equipping doctors in the field to providing long-term
solutions for a vulnerable country's healthcare system, HPIC
has developed several programs that bring health and hope to
people in the developing world.

HPIC programs

* Wholesale value
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WHAT’S IN A PTP

Each PTP contains products from these categories:

Antibiotics Antifungals

Antiemetics Anti-ulcer medications

Analgesics Medical supplies

Antiparasitics Oral rehydration

Antihypertensives Vitamins

Antimalarials Topical creams

Antihistamines Eye/ear drops and ointments
†Specific products from each category can change subject to availability.

Dental Travel Pack
The Dental Travel Pack (DTP) is comparable to the PTP, but was

designed in consultation with dentists for delivering dental aid. It

contains an assortment of antibiotics, anesthetics, anti-inflamma-

tories, hemostatics, temporary fillings, antiseptics and dental

supplies, needed to provide pain relief and extraction, and basic

restorative procedures.

One DTP can provide treatment for up to 200 patients in

need in the developing world.

PTPs and DTPs can be requested by filling

out an application at www.hpicanada.ca

Community Health Projects
HPIC partners with Canadian non-governmental organizations

(NGOs) and charities, to deliver medical aid in bulk shipments

for their relief and development projects.

In many impoverished communities in the developing world,

local healthcare workers in under-resourced hospitals and clinics

try to serve populations in desperate need. HPIC cooperates in

community development projects by providing needed supplies

of medicine to healthcare facilities serving people who can't

afford treatment, and equips local doctors and nurses to relieve

suffering and save lives.

Development Projects
Afghanistan

The Capacity Building and Access to Medicines project is the

result of a close collaboration between HPIC and the Afghan

Ministry of Public Health, to design and implement a sustainable

healthcare model for greater and more equitable access to prior-

ity medicine and medical supplies for all Afghans — particularly

women and children. 

The project, funded by the Canadian International

Development Agency (CIDA), will deliver $25 million worth of

donated medicines over 5 years, through the support of the

Canadian pharmaceutical industry; improve coordination of

medical donations; strengthen national capacity to manage sup-

plies through improved operations and quality control; and

enhance opportunities for the development of a pharmaceutical

manufacturing industry.

Cuba

HPIC successfully completed its first country-specific health

program in Cuba in 2009, delivering more than $21 million

worth of medicines, vaccines and supplies. In addition, 11 con-

tainers of medical equipment were sent — 90 per cent more

than what was promised. Concrete improvements were made to

Cuba's public health system through the largely CIDA-funded

program: the Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) was left with a

more adequate supply of medical goods; there were less gaps in

needed medicines; donation dependency decreased; MoPH

learned to communicate their needs more effectively; and

increased safety and efficiency at the MoPH warehouse made it

a model for other warehouses in Cuba.
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Twenty years ago, five companies, all members of Canada's Research-Based Pharmaceutical
Companies (Rx&D), embarked on a visionary partnership with Health Partners
International of Canada, to bring healing and hope to the world's most vulnerable people.

For its first humanitarian relief mission in Iran after its earthquake in 1990, HPIC assembled
a shipment worth $1.2 million, with the donations of medicines made by these five initial
partners. Since then, through an extended list of member companies, who are proud to sup-
port the invaluable work that HPIC does in the developing world, we have collectively
provided $250 million in requested medicines and $4.1 million in general funding.

We were there

When tragedy struck Haiti in early 2010, HPIC and its partners created hope for a popula-
tion that had lost so much. After seeing the extent of the devastation, we knew that our
association and our member companies had to act quickly and decisively. 

We responded with donations of essential medicines to HPIC that were able to reach Haiti
in just 11 days. In total we donated $5 million worth of medicines, a portion of which was
included in HPIC's Physician Travel Packs (PTPs), to help meet the desperate needs on the
ground.

Our renewed commitment

We are also pleased to have renewed our partnership with HPIC, so that we can continue to
work with them and help them make a greater impact on health in the developing world
and where disaster strikes. 

We were so pleased to see that aid had been provided for the short, as well as the long-term
needs of the people in Haiti.  HPIC's work is phenomenal.  They had delivered more than
500 PTPs to more than 45 countries in need of medicines and treatment by mid-2010. We
recognize the value of HPIC's mission and we are committed to working with them to
bring needed medicines and health care to the developing world.

I would like to thank the staff and volunteers at HPIC and their other partners for their
dedication, as well as that of our companies' employees, some of them having been to places
like Malawi themselves to deliver PTPs. Over a number of years, one father and daughter
team personally brought 25 PTPs, containing an array of essential medicines largely donated
by our member companies, to treat thousands of men, women and children.

We take great pride in having played such an integral role in HPIC's mission over the last 20
years. We look forward to seeing HPIC's continual growth, and to supporting the important
work that they do in some of the most impoverished places in the world, whenever the
need is there.

Russell Williams
President

Rx&D and HPIC
A visionary partnership

”We are 
committed to
working with
(HPIC) to bring
needed medicines
and health 
care to the
developing 
world.“



HPIC helps Afghanistan
develop better healthcare for all
A troubled history and three decades of almost constant war in

Afghanistan, has not only left the country broken, but has result-

ed in some of the most grim healthcare statistics in the world.

The average life expectancy of an Afghan is 44 years, fifty women

die each day from pregnancy-related complications, and twenty-

five per cent of children don't live to see their fifth birthday.

“I have personally witnessed the pressing health needs in

Afghanistan,” HPIC President Glen Shepherd says.

Since more than half of Afghanistan's estimated 28 million

population is under 18 years old, taking action is critical for the

development and future of the country.

The Capacity Building and Access to Medicines project is a

concrete example of Health Partners International of Canada's

commitment to be more responsive to the people of countries in

need, by making lasting changes through development initiatives. 

Addressing health needs

The project was designed and developed by HPIC, in collaboration

with the Afghan Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), to provide

consistent access to high quality medicines to the people of

Afghanistan. This was identified as a serious problem within the

country's present healthcare system.

HPIC has been active in Afghanistan since 2004, when it

coordinated a $1 million shipment of donated medicines from

Canadian pharmaceutical and healthcare products companies.

During the trip to evaluate the distribution of the medicines, a

Supporting
the future of
Afghanistan
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Afghanistan



Since more than half of Afghanistan's
estimated 28 million population is under
18 years old, taking action is critical for
the development and future of the country.

During the trip to evaluate the distribution of the medicines,

dialogue began between HPIC and the MoPH to address the

changes needed to contribute to an improved healthcare system

for the country.

The dialogue culminated into a five-year, $10 million

development project. Funded by the Canadian International

Development Agency (CIDA), it will build the capacity of the

MoPH to provide greater and more equitable access to medicines

and medical supplies for all Afghans — particularly women and

children, who are most vulnerable.

The major components of the project are: improving

coordination of pharmaceutical donations; strengthening the

capacity of the MoPH to manage the logistics supply chain

of medicines; improving MoPH quality control procedures and

systems; enhancing opportunities for the development of a

pharmaceutical manufacturing industry; and providing medicines

and hospital supplies.

Work has begun

Kendall Nicholson, Senior Director of HPIC's Afghanistan project

says, “Work has begun on all aspects of the project. We are in

daily contact with the Ministry as we look at the challenges

together and come up with appropriate solutions.”

As part of the project's $25 million commitment in sending

medicines and medical supplies to help the people of

Afghanistan, a major shipment matching the needs list of Indira

Gandhi Children's Hospital — which treats the sickest children

in the country — is scheduled for the fall of 2010.

An all-Afghan team began working on the project out of its

new office in Kabul in the spring of 2010. HPIC President, Glen

Shepherd says, “I am so encouraged to see that this project is

making progress. We are hopeful that it will improve the health

of women and children in Afghanistan.”



We have been so pleased to see the growth of Health Partners International of Canada
(HPIC) with each passing year, and are extremely proud that the support they receive from
the Canadian Generic Pharmaceutical Association (CGPA) has been growing along with
them.

A core value of our association and our member companies is access to medicine. This is
put into action when we contribute to HPIC's mission of distributing medicines to people
in need in developing countries around the world.

Multiple program donations

We are proud that some of HPIC's top donors are generic pharmaceutical companies that
make and provide quality generic medicines, which are a perfect match for the needs of
countries that are part of the developing world. 

In the last year alone, $8.2 million of medicines was donated to HPIC by our member com-
panies, and the amount of medicine we donate is growing every year. This total amount
reflects contributions toward many of HPIC's programs that deliver medicines. Every
Physician Travel Pack contains essential generic medicines that allow doctors and nurses who
work on the front lines to provide essential care to patients in the developing world. 

Part of that total figure also went toward HPIC's earthquake relief mission in Haiti in early
2010. Like many Canadians, our industry was moved by the tragedy facing the people of
Haiti. Generic pharmaceutical companies swiftly channeled donations of medicines through
HPIC to address their most urgent needs, as well as those facing them in the longer term. 

Our ongoing commitment

We wish HPIC well as they continue to develop into their full potential as a relief and
development organization. And we, the CGPA and our member companies, will be there.
Our commitment to the mission of HPIC is strong, and the 14,000 Canadian women and
men who work for generic pharmaceutical companies stand proudly behind it.

We are excited about HPIC’s project in Afghanistan, as many of our members are, which
will bring millions of dollars of medicines to the Afghan people, who are in need of
consistent quality and access to medicines.

The CGPA and its member companies would like to thank HPIC for its dedication, as well
as that of its various partners. We look forward to further strengthening our partnership with
them and continuing our support of bringing medicines to more and more people in need
all over the world.

Jim Keon
President

CGPA and HPIC
An alliance that keeps getting stronger
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”Our commitment
to the mission
of HPIC is
strong, and the
14,000 Canadian
women and men
who work 
for generic 
pharmaceutical
companies 
stand proudly
behind it.“



In Canada, people who sustain acute
fractures can expect to have surgery
within a day. In Kampala, Uganda, the
prospect is more complicated. The aver-
age length of stay in the hospital in
Kampala is over a month. While waiting
for surgery, death can result from compli-
cations, or chronic disabilities can arise
because the bone can't heal. For these
patients — who are often the providers
for their families — their injuries can
have rippling effects and plunge their
families deep into poverty. 
In 2009, Dr. Piotr Blachut, an ortho-

pedic surgeon from B.C., led a team on a
medical mission to perform surgeries and
work with staff at Mulago Hospital, to
improve their operations — including
wait times for desperately needed surgeries.
The seven-member team from

Vancouver General Hospital, which
included surgeons, anesthesiologists and
nurses, performed about 50 orthopedic
surgeries over two weeks, mainly on people

in their 20s. Kampala's roads are bad, the
traffic is horrendous and motorcycles are
a common form of transportation says
Dr. Blachut. “Road accidents are com-
mon and we see a lot of limb injuries,
especially thigh-bone fractures.”
Dr. Blachut says the anesthetics he

received from Health Partners International
of Canada through a generous donation
by AstraZeneca, were absolutely essential
for the team to carry out their mission.
AstraZeneca, a Canadian pharmaceu-

tical company donated Diprivan, a gener-
al anesthetic, and Xylocard, a medicine
used when local anesthesia is appropriate.

Medical mission accomplished

When Dr. Blachut and the team arrived
at Mulago Hospital, there were 139
patients — almost one third were await-
ing surgery. About the team's mission, Dr.
Blachut said, “We have helped the hospi-
tal staff change the way they structure

their work. It is possible to have a radical
change from the previous standard of
care. It is very satisfying that our project
had a significant impact.”
Companies like AstraZeneca make

medical missions like this and others pos-
sible. The company has been a strong
supporter of HPIC's work, and has
donated $17.5 million worth of medi-
cines for developing countries to date.
"There is a role we can play, along

with other HPIC industry partners, to
improve health in the developing world,
where the availability of medicines is one
of a variety of challenges that local
healthcare teams face," said Suzanne
Senior-Mitchell, Director of Corporate
Responsibility at AstraZeneca Canada.
"HPIC-supported missions, such as the
one led by Dr. Blachut, help us under-
stand the reality of local practice and
remind us that there are other ways we
can help."

Uganda health stats:

Average life expectancy m/f: 49/51 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f: 42/44 years

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 518/474

Per capita total expenditure on health

(2006): $143

Source: WHO

AstraZeneca in Uganda

Returning patients to
a productive life
Essential medicines help a BC team on a
mission perform critical surgery
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The beginning of the rainy season in
Malawi is a sure sign that cholera will
soon follow. The country experiences
outbreaks from September to May every
year, due to a combination of repeated
famine, unsafe drinking water and inade-
quate sanitation — leaving the popula-
tion vulnerable. 
Highly contagious, cholera's symp-

toms include profuse diarrhea, stomach
pains, leg cramps, fever and vomiting. In
extreme cases, severe dehydration and
shock is experienced when a person is
left untreated. Because the disease pro-
gresses so rapidly, death can occur within
several hours.
Thousands of children and their fami-

lies are at risk during outbreaks because
they don't have access to medical treat-
ment.

A timely gift

Chester, a young boy suffering from
cholera, was experiencing grave symp-
toms when he arrived to get medical
help. Calgary physician, Dr. Chris Brooks,
who started Lifeline Malawi, a humani-
tarian organization that operates two
rural clinics in the country, had set up
special stations to deal with the cholera
outbreak in the region.
Dr. Brooks treated Chester and 39

other people suffering from the disease,
with no other means for medical care,
with a timely gift. Willy Willbond of
ICROSS Canada brought more than 400
bottles of Clavulin with him on a
humanitarian mission, to help Dr. Brooks
battle the cholera outbreak. The antibi-
otic medicine was provided by Health

Partners International of Canada(HPIC)
through a generous donation made by
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). Along with this
donation to Malawi, GSK donates a
steady supply of Clavulin through
HPIC's Physician Travel Packs — mobile
medicine kits that can treat up to 600
patients. 
Chester was cured, and everyone else

who was treated for their cholera sur-
vived. Barbara Mikus, of Lifeline Malawi
says, “No lives were lost, and Clavulin was
definitely a contributing factor.”
“GSK Canada's partnership with

HPIC is key in helping us achieve our
mission to improve the well-being of
people around the world. We are com-
mitted to global health, and when we
hear stories like those of Chester —  and
the people of Malawi — that illustrate
how our contributions help fight diseases
that disproportionally affect the world's
poorest countries, it fuels our passion to
keep working to make a difference,” says
Paul Lucas, President and CEO of
GlaxoSmithKline Inc. “A humble thank
you to HPIC and their partners on the
frontlines, who are helping our product
donations reach those who need them
most.”
The GlaxoSmithKline Foundation, in

conjunction with GSK, has a long his-
tory of making significant contributions
to HPIC — providing essential medicines
which are life-saving in the developing
world. As longstanding partners, the com-
pany has donated $26 million in humani-
tarian product donations to countries in
need around the world.

GSK in Malawi

Cholera defeated
Crucial medicine helps keep
everyone at rural clinic alive

Malawi health stats:

Average life expectancy m/f: 49/51 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f: 35/35 years

Population with access to proper

sanitation facilities: 61%

Population suffering from chronic

malnutrition: 35%

Per capita total expenditure on

health (2006): $70

Source: WHO

”No lives were lost,
and Clavulin was
definitely a
contributing factor.“
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Roche Canada in Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe’s 
beacon of hope 
A trusted hospital receives life-saving
medicine during a volatile period

The words “lack of” apply to many
things in Zimbabwe. There is a lack of
money to buy basic necessities; 83% of
the population lives on less than a dollar
a day. There is a lack of food and clean
water, which can lead to illness and dis-
ease. And there is a lack of medicines to
provide even the most basic healthcare. 
During a period of hyper-inflation a

few years ago, the country's public health
system basically closed, due to a lack of
funding, and the effects still linger.
There is one Canadian doctor making

a huge difference in the lives of hundreds
of needy Zimbabweans every day, at a
place that is seen as a beacon of hope in
the failed state.
Dr. Paul Thistle, has been serving

Howard Hospital in rural Zimbabwe for
almost 15 years. The hospital is one of the
few in the country that actually func-

tions. Close to 220,000 people living in
the surrounding area, and thousands
more who travel on long journeys to get
to Howard, rely on the hospital for med-
ical treatment.
“We work at the community level,”

Dr. Thistle says, “We are reviving mothers
and fathers, wives and husbands through
our services. Breadwinners come in on a
stretcher and walk out alive to go back
and support their families. Life is a struggle
here, but it is easier when you are healthy.”
Dr. Thistle, and the staff at Howard,

rely on donations of medicine to continue
to provide the needed care so many
depend on.

Treatment of choice

In 2009 Howard received part of a $1.8
million donation of Rocephin by
Canadian pharmaceutical company
Roche Canada (Hoffmann-La Roche),
through Health Partners International of
Canada (HPIC).
“If we could only choose one antibiot-

ic to have it would be Rocephin. It works
on such a broad spectrum of bacteria.” Dr.
Thistle says. 
Children are often carried into the

hospital unconscious with bacterial

meningitis, a serious infection that affects
the thin lining surrounding the brain and
spinal chord. The condition must be treat-
ed quickly to minimize the risk of serious
illness or even death. “Rocephin is the
treatment of choice,” says Dr. Thistle,
“Children come in unconscious and after
treatment, they come back to life. This is
life-saving medicine at a very precarious
time in the history of Zimbabwe.”
Including the $1.8 million donation

of Rocephin for HPIC to provide to
Howard and other partners on the
ground, Roche Canada has donated over
$5.5 million of medicines since 1995, to
help people in the developing world.
“Millions of people around the world

die unnecessarily from preventable and
treatable diseases because there is no
medicine,” said Ronnie Miller, President
and CEO, Roche Canada.  “Roche values
our long-term partnership with HPIC as
we share a mission to increase access to
medicine and improve the health of
patients around the world. Roche
Canada is pleased to provide ongoing
assistance in the form of Roche products
and financial support.”
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Zimbabwe health stats: 

Total population: 13,228,000

Average life expectancy m/f: 44/43 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f: 34/33 years

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 755/755

Total expenditure on health per capita

(2006): $147

Source: WHO



Life is often harsh for the children living
in the south east slum of Phnom Penh,
where approximately 210,000
Cambodians live. Growing up is made
more difficult when a child living
amongst the poorest of the poor suffers
from epilepsy, a condition that people
often don't understand.
In Cambodia, children with epilepsy

are often hidden away by their own families,
and getting the medicine needed to
control the powerful seizures associated
with epilepsy is not only expensive, it's
hard to obtain at all. According to Peter
Schopfer of Servants of Asia's Urban
Poor, an international humanitarian
organization, “More than once, children
have had to go without medication for
short periods of time because none was
available anywhere in the country. There
are also some questions as to the quality
of the anticonvulsant medication manu-
factured in Asia.”
In 2008, Dr. Ron Lowe and his team

from B.C., delivered antiepileptic medicine
to Servants of Asia's Urban Poor and their
local organization, TASK. The medicine
played an integral role in changing the
lives of  these children.
The local and volunteer healthcare

staff who work with TASK used Tegretol,
generously donated by Canadian pharma-
ceutical company, Novartis, through Health
Partners International of Canada (HPIC),
for the ongoing treatment of children
who suffer from epilepsy — like Visal. 

Condition stabilized

Visal, a bright young boy was taken out of
school and kept at home with his family
due to his debilitating seizures. When he
was nine he received free medical treat-
ment and training to help him deal with
the social stigma of his condition through
TASK's “The Little Conquerors” pro-
gram. 
The treatment with Tegretol stabilized

his condition and allowed him to go back
to school. Visal now excels in his studies
and hopes he can one day become an
engineer.
Roughly 100 children are cared for

by Servants of Asia's Urban Poor/TASK.
“This is a worthy cause,” stated Dr. Lowe,
who is committed to the organization. “A
child with epilepsy can die from a seizure
or not develop to his full potential.”
According to Peter Schopfer of

Servants of Asia's Urban Poor, this dona-
tion helped children with epilepsy lead a

happier and more normal life. “We would
like to express our heartfelt appreciation
for the donation.”
Along with the donation of Tegretol

to Cambodia, Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Canada has donated a total of $6 million
worth of medicines for HPIC's work in
the developing world.
Silvie Letendre, Executive Director of

Communications at Novartis Pharma-
ceuticals Canada, says, “Working with HPIC
to provide access to quality medicines for
patients like Visal, allows us to live out
our values of putting patients first and
easing the suffering of people, regardless
of what their circumstances are, or where
they are in the world. We are so proud
to have played an important role in
Dr. Lowe's humanitarian mission to
Cambodia, which impacted the lives of
these children.”

Novartis in Cambodia

Cambodia health stats: 

Total population: 14,197,000

Life expectancy m/f: 59/65 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003): 

46/49 years

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 314/207

Per capita total expenditure on health

(2006): $167

Source: WHO

Little 
Conquerors
Treatment helps children
with epilepsy develop to
their full potential
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The village of Kankintu in the Ngöbe-
Bugle Indian Territory, can only be
reached by a lengthy ride through the
mountains, followed by a three-hour boat
trip, and is part of the few remaining
indigenous areas in Central America.
As with other basic resources, such as

clean water and electricity, access to
healthcare for this community is
extremely limited.
The Bruyère-Panama Project is a

grassroots initiative which has linked
doctors and other healthcare staff from
the Bruyère Family Medicine Centre in
Ottawa with indigenous communities in
Panama since 2005.
Project leader and family practitioner,

Dr. Charles Czarnowski, and his team,
were invited by Panamanian NGO Nutre
Hogar to bring medicines and medical
expertise to the community in 2009. 
The team travelled to the remote

area, and treated over 1,000 patients over
their 12-day mission with medicines
from the Physician Travel Pack (PTP)

they brought with them from Health
Partners International of Canada (HPIC).
“Eighty per cent of the patients have

skin problems,” Dr. Czarnowski said.
“Dermatitis, eczema and scabies can
become infected if not treated.” The
Vioform hydrocortisone cream, donated
by Canadian pharmaceutical company,
Paladin Labs, is the perfect type of
medication to control these conditions,
according to the doctor.

A baby’s suffering ends

At the clinic the team worked from, a
couple in their teens brought their
months-old baby fully covered in scabs.
Dr. Czarnowski recounts, “The baby didn't
have any square centimetre of normal
skin.”
Vioform hydrocortisone cream was

used to control the infant's condition, and
five days later she was fine. “I believe she
was constantly suffering and would have
eventually died from systemic infection,”
Dr. Czarnowski stated.

Dr. Steven Ballou, who was also on
the mission, said, “These life saving med-
ications make such a difference in the day
to day lives of these worthy people.”
In recognition of his dedication in

providing medical care to the country's
indigenous population, Dr. Czarnowski
was invested in the Order of Panama in
2008.
To date, Paladin Labs has donated

$2.5 million worth of medicines for the
developing world through HPIC.
“To save a life, is to save the world.

That is our industry's business and one
we take seriously at Paladin,” says
Jonathan Ross Goodman, President and
CEO of Paladin. “We all have an obliga-
tion from our privileged and blessed life
in Canada, to help to the best of our abil-
ities, those less fortunate than us. We
applaud HPIC for getting the right med-
icines in the right place and the right time
to save the world, one life at a time.”

Panama health stats:

Total population: 3,288,000

Life expectancy m/f: 74/79 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003):

64/68 years

Average infant mortality for indigenous

children vs. national average (per 1,000

live births): 60-85 vs. 17.6*

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 134/81

Total expenditure on health per capita

(2006): $721

Sources: WHO, *PAHO

Paladin in Panama

Worth the trip
Essential medical care arrives in a remote
indigenous community
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Ten million people live in extreme
poverty in Mesoamerica, the geographi-
cal and cultural area that extends from
central Mexico down through Central
America. For the men, women and chil-
dren who are ill and also homeless, not
having any access to medical care leaves
them extremely vulnerable.
Mirna Ramirez, a Nicaraguan immi-

grant living in Costa Rica contracted the
AIDS virus through her husband. Her
devastation was compounded after lear-
ning their newborn baby also tested pos-
itive. Mirna and her family were forced
out of the family home by other family
members and living on the street. They
often spent their nights sleeping on chairs
in the waiting room of a local hospital's
emergency wing, before finding their
way to Shelter of Hope.
The San José shelter provides an inte-

grated healthcare model, which includes
medical care through its clinic, for people
affected by HIV, drug dependency, and
who live in extreme poverty. It's run by
Humanitas Association, a partner of
Canadian humanitarian organization
Horizons of Friendship — a Canadian
charitable organization that works exclu-
sively in Central America and Mexico.
The organization receives matching
grants from the Canadian International

Development Agency for its self-help
community development projects in the
Mesoamerican region.
The Shelter of Hope Medical Clinic

provides care for 25 residents, 35 people
who live on the street, and 35 women
who along with Mirna Ramirez, are part
of a “Women for Life” group who meet
weekly at the shelter. Medical care is also
provided for 60 boys and girls, who are
family members of the HIV positive
women's group.

Needed medicine arrives

In 2009, representatives from Horizons of
Friendship brought three Physican Travel
Packs (PTPs), supplied by Health Partners
International of Canada, to the clinic in
Costa Rica. Each PTP consists of two
boxes of essential medicines and supplies,
donated by Canadian pharmaceutical and
healthcare products companies. 
Pfizer Canada manufactures several of

the donated medicines that were used by
staff to treat the diverse ailments and med-
ical conditions of the patients at the clinic. 
Dr. Christian Montoya Hernández

noted the importance of having Diflucan
to treat fungal infections — frequently
experienced by the patients — and
Arthrotec, which treats the pain and
swelling of inflammation.

Centrum and Centrum Junior, multivi-
tams and minerals for adults and children,
were also provided to Mirna, her family
and dozens of other patients — an important
factor in maintaining immune function.
Dr. Hernández expressed the benefits

the donated medicines had on both the
individual patient's lives and institutions
like Shelter of Hope, that provide support
to the community. 
“The opportunity to help extraordi-

nary people like Dr. Hernández and her
team, to treat infection and give hope and
health to children and families in such
dire need, is a humbling honour. It's con-
sistent with our corporate value of work-
ing together for a healthier world,” says
Ghislain Boudreau, Vice-President of
Public Affairs and Stakeholder Relations
at Pfizer Canada. 
Since 1994 Pfizer Canada has dona-

ted a range of needed and high-quality
medicines, such as antibiotics, antifungals
and antiinflammatories, worth over $50
million, for HPIC to provide aid to peo-
ple in the developing world.

Pfizer in Costa Rica

A shelter 
of hope 
A San José medical
clinic provides treatment
for Costa Ricans living
in extreme poverty

Costa Rica health stats:

Total population: 4,399,000

Average life expectancy m/f: 76/80 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f: 65/69 years

Per capita total expenditure 

on health: $743

Source: WHO
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Myanmar health stats:

Total population: 48,379,000

Life expectancy m/f: 57/63 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003):

50/53 years

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 327/225

Total expenditure on health per capita

(2006): $43

Source: WHO
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A 12-foot wall of water, propelled by 212
km/h winds, violently crashed near the
mouth of the Irrawaddy Delta in south-
ern Mayanmar on May 2, 2008, literally
stripping away entire villages, damaging
the capital city and leaving the coastal
plain submerged. 
Cyclone Nargis killed approximately

140,000 people and left 1.5 million
homeless. Worsening an already grim sit-
uation, the country's rulers were placing
restrictions on international aid, making
it difficult for humanitarian relief to get
to the 3.2 million people who were
affected, the majority of which were in
Irrawaddy and Yangon, the capital. 
CW Asia Fund, a humanitarian

organization co-founded by B.C. physi-
cian Dr. John Cassils and his wife Nina,
were determined to respond to the
urgent needs of the flood victims.
Through great efforts, 30 Physician Travel
Packs (PTPs) supplied by Health Partners
International of Canada (HPIC), and

destined for Médecins Sans Frontières
(AZG in Myanmar), were successfully
delivered to the capital city of Yangon.

Targeted medicines

Pharmascience, a Canadian generic phar-
maceutical company, generously donated
several of the essential medicines includ-
ed in the PTPs, which can treat up to 600
patients. Medical staff from Médecins
Sans Frontières and three other relief
agencies used the medicines to treat the
injuries and predictable infectious dis-
eases that follow when people are forced
to live in crammed, unhygienic condi-
tions and drink contaminated water.
Pharmascience donated pms-Ibuprofen

for pain, fever and aches, pms-Lindane
Shampoo to treat lice, Bacitracin to treat
and prevent skin infections and Pediatric
Electrolye to replace essential body fluids
and minerals, lost due to diarrheal disease
outbreaks. George Montgomery, Special
Projects Coordinator at Pharmascience,

says these are the types of projects that
drive him in his work. “I know it's doing
a world of good for people who really
need it,” he says.
Dr. Cassils and his wife Nina said the

donated medicines made a significant dif-
ference. “Your donation has added so
much to help alleviate the hardships suf-
fered by the survivors.”
Pharmascience's wide assortment of

donated products are used across all
HPIC programs, including the 30 PTPs
that went towards emergency relief in
Myanmar. The company has donated
over $30 million worth of medicines
since their partnership with HPIC began
in 1995.
Pharmascience CEO, David Goodman

says, “Our partnership with HPIC
enables us to affect health and well-being
beyond our own borders, and ‘create the
difference’ in people's lives, in places like
Myanmar and other developing countries
around the world.”

Pharmascience in Myanmar

Devastation in Myanmar
A determined humanitarian effort provides
relief for flood victims



The impoverished Dominicans, Haitians
and others who live in sugar cane labour
plantations in the Dominican Republic,
call their communities “bateyes.” Roughly
translated, the word means camps.
There are 220 state-owned bateyes in

the country, where approximately
200,000 people, mainly of Haitian
migrant descent, live. Their housing con-
sists of densely populated shacks, often
situated next to large dumps or open
sewers. In some bateyes there is no electri-
city or running water. There are also no
hospitals or means to basic healthcare —
an environment that creates optimal con-
ditions for disease. 
Since the Haitians who originally

filled the bateyes were not legal immi-
grants, their children are often denied cit-
izenship papers — even if they were born
in the country — making it extremely
difficult to access the mainstream health
care system.

Hydration essential for health

The subset of the batey population most
affected by poverty is the children.
According to Dr. Dario Del Rizzo, a car-
diologist from Ontario who goes on
medical missions to the country every

year, 50 per cent of children under the
age of two suffer from chronic diarrhea
due to contaminated water. 
Dr. Del Rizzo frequently brings

Physican Travel Packs (PTPs) with him
on missions, supplied through Health
Partners International of Canada (HPIC).
The bulk of the medicine goes to a cli-
nic in Consuelo, which serves about
20,000 people and provides medical care
for 22 bateyes.
During a 2008 mission, Dr. Del

Rizzo set up a clinic at three of the
bateyes. “There were several children that
we saw that had diarrhea and we used
Gastrolyte in these cases. To be able to
rehydrate them is absolutely essential,” he
says. The medicine was generously donat-
ed to the PTP by sanofi-aventis, a regular
contributor to HPIC.
“The medications that we bring

down through the fantastic work that
HPIC does are absolutely essential,” says
Dr. Del Rizzo. Both he and the clinic's
doctor say they can meet almost all of the
population's acute care needs with the
array of medicines provided in the PTPs,
for which the patients and staff are very
grateful.

Along with Gastrolyte, sanofi-aventis
provides other medicines to the PTPs
regularly. To date, the company has donat-
ed $14 million worth of medicines for
HPIC to help vulnerable people in
developing countries around the world.
“As proud, long-standing partners of

HPIC, sanofi-aventis and sanofi pasteur
are committed to donating medications
and vaccines to help the most underpriv-
ileged populations,” says Hugh O'Neill,
President and CEO of sanofi-aventis
Canada. “As an extension of our work as
biopharmaceutical companies and as part
of our social responsibility, we aim to
reduce inequalities and work towards
equitable access to healthcare worldwide.”

sanofi-aventis in Dominican Republic

Children of
the bateyes 

A Canadian doctor provides medical care
for children living in deplorable conditions 

Dominican Republic health stats:

Total population: 9,615,000

Life expectancy m/f: 66/74 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003):

57/62 years

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 275/138

Percentage of children under five who

suffer from chronic malnutrition: 38.4%*

Rate of HIV/AIDS in bateyes vs.

national average: 5-13% vs. 1%*

Sources: WHO, *USAID
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The early years of a child's life are criti-
cal, and are the basis for future health and
development. In the first year of life, a
child in Canada will receive an array of
free vaccines to guard against preventable
and infectious diseases — once the main
cause of death worldwide, even in devel-
oped countries. 
According to UNICEF, the world's

leading children's humanitarian agency,
“While Canadian children have access to
free vaccines, other children around the
world in countries like Uzbekistan do
not receive these life-saving vaccines.”
Many thousands of children in the coun-
try, under the age of five, die needlessly or
suffer irreversible problems in their
growth, as a result.

From Canada to Uzbekistan

Immunization programs are vital to
UNICEF's life-saving work around the
world. Along with assisting Uzbekistan's
Ministry of Health to improve its safe
immunization practices, the organization

has been helping the country acquire
vaccines to enhance the health of
Uzbekistani children.
In 2007, Sanofi Pasteur, the vaccines

division of sanofi-aventis Group, donated
more than 750,000 doses of Quadracel to
Health Partners International of Canada
(HPIC), who provided them to UNICEF
for their Uzbekistan vaccination pro-
gram.
UNICEF used the Quadracel vaccine

to immunize children under the age of
two against whooping cough, diphtheria,
polio and tetanus — all potentially life-
threatening diseases.
Transporting vaccines to the develop-

ing world can be challenging, since they
must remain at a specific and constant
temperature to retain their effectiveness.
Sanofi Pasteur has worked hard to devel-
op a system that ensures the vaccines
remain as potent when they travel across
the globe, as they are when they leave
their manufacturing facilities.

Immunization saves more than 3 mil-
lion lives worldwide each year, and it
saves millions more from suffering illness
and lifelong disability (WHO estimate).
Sanofi Pasteur is the largest company

in the world solely devoted to human
vaccines. Since 1991, the company has
partnered with HPIC to safeguard people
in the developing world from preventable
and potentially life-threatening diseases.
In total they have donated $48 million
worth of vaccines to HPIC, for immu-
nization programs around the world.
“We are proud of our long history of

contributing to HPIC and Sanofi Pasteur
remains committed to donating vaccines
to help the most underprivileged popula-
tions in the world,” said Mark Lievonen,
President of Sanofi Pasteur Limited.
“Developing innovative vaccines that
help prevent and even conquer life-
threatening diseases is part of our social
responsibility. We are working hard to
make vaccines accessible for public health
on an equitable basis worldwide.” 

Uzbekistan health stats:

Total population: 26,981,000

Life expectancy m/f: 65/70 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003):

58/61 years

Probability of dying under five (per 1,000

live births): 44

Probability of dying between 15 and 60

years m/f (per 1,000 pop.): 229/142

Total expenditure on health per capita

(2006): $177

Source: WHO

sanofi pasteur in Uzbekistan

A healthy start
Canadian humanitarian effort provides
life-saving vaccines for children 
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Dozens of patients routinely wait under a
scorching African sun, some of them hav-
ing walked for hours, to receive medical
treatment at the Gordhim Medical Clinic.
Located in the rural village of Gordhim in
southern Sudan, it provides care for
roughly 300 patients daily. Despite the
facility's basic conditions, the community
receives all primary care at Gordhim, and
the locals are in a better situation than
other communities in the region.
Things are slightly better in the area

since the civil war ended in 2005, but
access to healthcare remains a dire situa-
tion. A lack of medicine, particularly
painkillers and antibiotics, is one of the
primary health concerns according to
Janet Tufts of the Canadian Medical Hall
of Fame. The organization honours
Canadians who have contributed to the
understanding of disease and improving
the health of people.

In 2008, she was part of a team that
accompanied Canadian Aid for Southern
Sudan (CASS) on a mission to the
region. CASS, the humanitarian organi-
zation run by Jane Roy and her husband
Glen Pearson, have brought the situation
in southern Sudan to international attention.
During the mission, medicines and

essential supplies worth $20,000 were
delivered to relieve suffering in the region
through four Physician Travel Packs
(PTPs) from Health Partners International
of Canada (HPIC). Each PTP consists of
two boxes of primary care medicines and
supplies donated by Canadian pharma-
ceutical and healthcare products compa-
nies. The staff at Gordhim was overcome
with gratitude since they had run out of
some crucial medicines. One in particular
was put to use immediately.

Mary and Achien

Mary, a 29 year-old pregnant woman,
waited for 3 hours under a hot sun to be
seen at the Gordhim for a cough that had
lingered for over two weeks. Novamoxin
(amoxicillin), an antibiotic donated by
Teva Canada, was exactly what the doc-
tor ordered for her symptoms. The
healthcare staff treated her without hav-
ing to use less effective medicine, or hav-
ing to send Mary to buy medication she
probably couldn't afford at the market.
Amoxicillin was also the ideal treat-

ment for Achien, a baby suffering from
diarrhea and a cough. The doctor treating
Achien was overjoyed with the quality of
the donated medicine.
Teva Canada consistently supports

PTPs by donating Novamoxin and other
medicines so desperately needed in the
developing world. One of the healthcare
staff in the region, who was happy to
receive the medicine that treats patients
like Mary and Achien, says, “No matter
how much we get it is never enough, so
we need to keep bringing it.” 
“Teva Canada's support of HPIC is an

important part of our corporate citizen-
ship initiatives. Hearing about the impact
our products have on people like Mary
and Achien, in a land far away from
Canada, makes this work ever more
important,” says David Windross, Vice
President of External Affairs.
Along with its donation to southern

Sudan, Teva Canada has donated $6.5
million worth of medicines through
HPIC to relieve suffering in the develop-
ing world.

Sudan health stats:

Average life expectancy m/f: 59/61 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f (2003):

47/50 years

Probability of dying under five (per 1,000

live births): 89

Number of women who die in pregnancy

or childbirth: 1 in 9

Per capita total expenditure on health

(2006): $61

Source: WHO

Teva in Sudan

One medicine
makes a difference
A donated supply of antibiotics is
exactly what the doctor ordered
at Sudanese clinic
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Every day, millions of chemical and elec-
trical signals pass from the nerve cells of
the brain to the body. For most people
this process is uneventful. However, for
someone with epilepsy, the body can sud-
denly be seized by an abnormally high
level of electrical activity, which occurs
simultaneously in a large number of
nerve cells in the brain. 
This abnormal activity in the brain

may cause the epilepsy patient to lose
control of their body and experience
convulsions, which may be very severe in
some cases. Treatment usually helps to
control seizures and stabilize the condi-
tion — if a patient has access to it.
According to the International

League Against Epilespy, millions of peo-
ple with epilepsy around the world do
not receive appropriate treatment — or
any treatment at all. In 2006, the organi-
zation's North American Commission
identified Haiti as one of the regions
with the most urgent needs for improved
epilepsy care in the world.

Dr. Lionel Carmant, a pediatric neu-
rologist, and former President of the
Canadian League Against Epilepsy, led
the North American Commission task
force to bring epilepsy care to the coun-
try that struggles to provide even basic
health care for its people. 
Dr. Carmant, who was born in Haiti

and grew up in Canada, states, “I realized
there was  no neurologist in Haiti, and
that the way to go was to start a clinic.”
The Port-au-Prince Epilepsy Clinic
opened in 2008, and has the only EEG
machine in the country, an essential tool
for diagnosing epilepsy. 

Clinic needed more than ever

Ten percent of the Haitian population
suffers from epilepsy; birth injury is
prevalent in the country, and can result in
epilepsy and cerebral palsy. Haitians with
epilepsy already had trouble affording the
medications that controlled their seizures,
and after the earthquake in early 2010,
money got scarcer and many pharmacies
were destroyed.

Health Partners International of
Canada (HPIC) helped Dr. Carmant
bring a much-needed supply of Keppra
to the clinic, through the generous dona-
tion by UCB, a Canadian biopharmaceu-
tical company. 
People with epilepsy can experience

anywhere from five to ten seizures a day
lasting up to three minutes, and having
medicine is crucial for better quality of
life. Dr. Carmant says the Keppra is well-
tolerated and compliance is greater since
patients only have to take it twice a day,
instead of a usual dose of three times
daily. “It has affected the lives of many in
a positive way.”
“UCB Canada is proud to help Dr.

Carmant and his team at The Port-au-
Prince Epilepsy Clinic provide the treat-
ment that can improve the lives of
patients in such need, especially during
such a critical time,” says Anne de Cassini,
General Manager of UCB Canada. This
was the first partnered initiative between
HPIC and UCB.

Haiti health stats:

Total population: 9,446,000

Average life expectancy m/f: 59/63 years

Healthy life expectancy m/f: 43/44 years

Percentage of worldwide epilepsy cases

in developing countries: 90%

Per capita total expenditure on health

(2006): $96

Source: WHO

UCB in Haiti

Regaining control
A Canadian neurologist is instrumental in bringing
hope for epilepsy patients
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Provides $10 in Medical Aid
Every $1 You Donate…

Millions of people around the 
world are suffering and dying 
needlessly from preventable 
and treatable diseases because 
they don’t have the medicine 
they need.

      Help Us Heal 
 1,000,000 people 
  each year

What your gift will do
Community Development: After assessing needs on the ground, HPIC provides medicines and medical supplies to people 
who would otherwise go without, in the context of sustainable community health projects.

Physician Travel Pack/Dental Travel Pack: HPIC provides travel packs to Canadian healthcare professionals who volunteer 
in impoverished communities overseas. The Travel Pack contains an assortment of essential medicines and medical supplies 
that can treat up to 600 men, women and children.

Emergency Relief: HPIC always responds immediately to emergencies in the developing world.

Capacity Building: HPIC partners with governments and agencies to help countries and communities help themselves. 
HPIC completed a five-year development program in Cuba and is beginning a multi-year program in Afghanistan

Find out more or make your secure donation online
www.hpicanada.ca

For any donation, you will be issued an official receipt for income tax purposes
according to Canadian tax laws (CRA registration no. 119031524RR0001)

Donors provide 
us with financial 
support. 

We provide this medical aid 
to impoverished countries for 
emergency relief and community 
development through Canadian 
doctors, aid organizations and 
government agencies.

The financial resources allow 
us to increase access to 
medicine and improve health
in the developing world.

Here’s
how:

Health Partners Internationalof Canada
Partenaires Canadiens pour la Santé Internationale



3675 Sources Boulevard,

Suite 209

Dollard-des-Ormeaux, QC

H9B 2T6

Tel:  (514) 822-1112

Toll Free: 1-800-627-1787

www.hpicanada.ca 

Health Partners International
of Canada
Partenaires Canadiens
pour la Santé Internationale

Healing a hurting world


