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HIGHLIGHTS 
• WHO says cholera cases exceed 17,000 
• 9 million people face food insecurity in DRC 
• Over 72,000 people expelled from Angola since January 2011 
• Unknown disease kills 200 children under 5 in three months in Province Orientale   
 
General Overview 
 
• Around 4 million people in the DRC are facing an acute food and livelihoods crisis while another 5 million could 

live under chronic food insecurity over the next six months, according to a recent assessment of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). FAO and its partners shared these results during a meeting 
held in Kinshasa from 18-20 October. The food insecurity in the DRC results from the combination of armed 
conflicts, dependence to mineral exploitation, low productivity related to plant diseases, and high malnutrition and 
mortality rates. Food security experts who participated in the workshop recommended to increase food access 
through emergency projects and to protect livelihoods. In 2011, the humanitarian community appealed for USD 
295 million – representing 41% of the total envelope – to assist some 5.8 million people in food security.   

 
Population Movements  

• A joint Caritas – Catholic Relief Service (CRS) mission, held from 12 to 16 October in the Kamonia Health Zone in 
the Kasai Occidental, confirmed the arrival of some 4,000 people in the village of Tshitundu after fleeing violence 
committed by Angola security forces. This mission follows one conducted a few days earlier which reported the 
arrival of some 3,600 people – including hundred who have suffered serious abuses including rapes. Most people 
who did not manage to flee are reported to have been arrested and detained by Angolan forces, with actual 
expulsions starting a few days later. These newly arrived amount to three times the normal population of the 
village, which put more pressure on local livelihood, especially on health and sanitation services and exposes 
population at risks.  Commonly those who are expelled face abuses and exactions during the expulsion.  Between 
January and September, the number of Congolese expelled from Angola has exceeded 72,000, of whom over 
75% arrived in Kasai Occidental.  

• Population movements in the Shabunda Territory, South Kivu, continue amid insecurity caused by fighting, on one 
hand, between the DRC Armed Forces (FARDC) and armed groups, and on the other hand between opposite 
armed groups. Following a clash on 16 October between the Rwandan Democratic Liberation Forces (FDLR) and 
a Mayi-Mayi group, around 2,000 people fled Mulungu village. Furthermore, an additional 1,500 internally 
displaced people (IDP) arrived in Mapino village from Punia Territory (Maniema Province). These people 
preventively moved to avoid a potential fighting between the FARDC and FDLR in Maniema. There are some 
518,618 IDPs in South Kivu, 32% of whom are in Shabunda Territory. 

 
Protection of civilians  
• The pygmy community in the locality of Movosongo in Kungu Territory, Province of Equateur, reported cases of 

forced labour by the FARDC soldiers. Administrative and military authorities in the Dongo area sent an 
investigative team to clarify these allegations. Pygmies are among the least developed community.         

 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Education 
• According to an evaluation by the NGO Norwegian Refugees Council (NRC) in partnership with the United 

Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), torrential rain in southern Beni Territory (North Kivu) on 21 September 
destroyed many schools in Lume village. The Rapid Response to Population Movements Program (RRMP) 
recommended the rebuilding of 20 classrooms and distribution of school kits for both students and teachers, and 
recreational kits. NRC is prepared to build 12 classrooms and provide the kits required for these classes. It 
remains to find a partner to rebuild eight other classrooms and provide necessary supply support. 

• In the Territory of Uvira in South Kivu, the NGO Milima distributed 3,200 school kits to students from 13 schools. 
These students are members of returnee families who fled their villages following the launch of military operations 
against FDLR in 2009.       

 
 
 



Food Security and Livelihoods 
• The NGO Milima provided agriculture tools and seeds to over 1,500 returnee households in the villages of 

Kitembe, Kitoga, Mangunda and Maheta in Uvira Territory (South Kivu). These people fled their villages following 
the launch of military operations against FDLR in 2009. Other distributions are planned next month. Within the last 
18 months, an estimated 307,853 people have returned to their village of origin in South Kivu.  

 
Health 
• The total reported number of cholera cases in DRC has exceeded 17,000. As of 26 October, a joint Ministry of 

Health – World Health Organization (WHO) report stated that 17,312 cases had been reported nationwide since 
January 2011. In four provinces where epidemic was declared (Bandundu, Equateur, Kinshasa and Province 
Orientale), the number of cases reached 7,379. According to WHO experts, the situation is improving, however a 
number of humanitarian actors are worried of a possible increase in new cases with the current rainy season and 
the reducing of humanitarian activities to address cholera as funding is drying up. In the Province of Bandundu, 
no new case was reported in the past six days. In eastern DRC where cholera is endemic, the situation is still 
tense, especially in Katanga Province where the number of cases has increased of over 300 since 20 October. 
Only three provinces – Bas Congo, Kasai Occidental and Kasai Oriental – out of 11 that make up DRC have not 
reported cholera up to now. Limited access to clean water and poor sanitation facilities are among the major 
factors in the persistence of cholera in the DRC.    

• A 10-month child in Bandundu Province was the last victim of polio, bringing to 85 the number of polio cases 
reported in the country so far, according to the World Health Organization. According to WHO, DRC is the most 
polio-affected country in Africa this year. From 20 to 22 October, 14 million children under-5 were targeted during 
the third round of national polio vaccination days. Another round of immunization against polio will be organized in 
64 heath zones in DRC from 10-12 November.  

• An unknown disease has killed around 200 children during the last three months in Viadana Health Zone in the 
Bas-Uele District (Province Orientale). According to local health services, the most common symptoms are fever, 
vomiting and anaemia. Most of the victims are under the age of 5. In the Health Zone of Ubundu in Tshopo 
District, suspected measles were confirmed. A neighbouring health zone to Ubundu is already under measles 
epidemic.     

 
  Water and Sanitation (WATSAN) 
• To improve access to drinking water in the town of Dungu in Haut-Uele District (Province Orientale), the 

International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) has drilled 28 boreholes since the beginning of the year, bringing to 
38 the number of boreholes drilled since 2010. Communities based management teams were put in place in each 
village to ensure proper management of water pumps and hygiene awareness.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

         

For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-0003750 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-2906633 

Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org,  tel. +243-99-8845386 
 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 
 


