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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Explosions rock Nairobi; one person dies and 23 others are injured. 
• Humanitarian space decreases with increasing insecurity along the Kenya/Somalia border 

region. 
• Heavy rains hamper delivery of humanitarian assistance as Government and partners 

finalize flood contingency planning. 
• Aid agencies scale down operations in the Dadaab camps following the abduction of two 

aid workers. 

 
I. SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

A couple of explosions rocked Nairobi on 24 October, killing one person and injuring another 23 
people in two separate incidents. The Government of Kenya has linked the attacks, which 
occurred just hours apart and in crowded places in the city centre, to suspected militants from 
Somalia who have in the past week issued threats against Kenya following the country’s military 
incursion into Somalia. In the past few months, two tourists and a foreign resident in Kenyan 
coastal resort areas have been abducted by suspected Somali militants, and on 13 October, two 
foreign aid workers were abducted from the Dadaab refugee complex. The Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD), which comprises six countries in the Horn of Africa region, 
welcomed Kenya’s military incursion into Somalia and has also petitioned the UN Security 
Council to impose a blockade on Kismayo port (Somalia) to counter the insurgents.  
 

Insecurity along the Kenya/Somalia border region continues to decrease humanitarian space, 
adversely affecting distribution of relief aid to hundreds of thousands of drought-affected 
Kenyans and hundreds of thousands of refugees in the Dadaab complex. Insecurity is also high 
in Mandera and Wajir, also located in northeastern Kenya. In Dadaab, most aid agencies 
suspended non-essential operations after the 13 October aid worker abductions. Meanwhile, 
UNHCR has reported a reduced refugee influx into Kenya which can potentially be attributed to 
clashes between Kenyan forces and Al-Shabaab militants, as well as to the onset of rains.  
 
 

Insecurity in Kenya’s northern pastoralist 
areas continues unabated, most notably 
with the 14 October conflict in Isiolo that 
led to the displacement of more than 
1,500 people, according to the Kenya 
Red Cross Society and the Catholic 
Mission. Tensions between two ethnic 
groups - the Turkanas and Boranas - 
traditionally known for revenge attacks 
over cattle rustling, remain high. The 
1,500 displaced Turkanas are hosted at 
the Catholic Mission and reluctant to 
return to their homes, where they fear 
further attacks. The Ministry of Internal 
Security and five local Members of 
Parliament, together with UNDP, met 
local elders from the two conflicting sides 
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on 24 October to explore opportunities to cease the hostilities. Conflict in pastoralist areas has 
become endemic and is exacerbated by drought and associated competition for resources, 
proliferation of small arms, and lack of policies to address mobility of pastoralists.   
 
Heavy rainfall in Kenya’s northern districts is impacting negatively on humanitarian response to 
drought victims. The Food, Nutrition, and Agriculture/Livestock Sectors have been severely 
affected, with delays in food aid distribution reported in Wajir, Garissa and Mandera because 
roads are impassable. There has also been loss of livestock from heavy downpours. 
 
II.   Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 FOOD 
 
In September, approximately 45 per cent of targeted beneficiaries received WFP food or cash 
assistance. General food distribution (GFD) and food-for-assets (FFA) activities in particular 
were affected by operational challenges, and some districts (Tana River, Malindi, Kilifi, East 
Pokot and South Turkana) were not able to carry out distributions. The two major problems 
faced in the delivery of food commodities involved food quality and delays of shipments. This 
seriously hampered dispatches to field locations and did not improve until the end of the month. 
Food distributions in most of the affected locations have commenced in October. 
 

Food and cash distributions/transfers – September 2011 
 
 Beneficiaries Reached  Food Distributed (mt)  Cash transferred (US$)  

 Planned Actual Planned Actual Planned Actual 

General food 

distributions (GFD)  

922,000 341,448 

(37%) 

10,904 4,229 

(39%) 

- - 

Food-for-assets (FFA) 584,000 136,715 

(23%) 

6,500 1,510 

(24%) 

- - 

Blanket supplementary 

feeding  (BSFP) 

362,000 317,764 

(88%) 

2,389 2,193 

(92%) 

- - 

Targeted supplementary 

feeding (TSFP)* 

100,000 95,226 (95%) 825 636 (97%) - - 

Mother and child Health 

and Nutrition (MCHN)  

40,000  28,092 (70%) 328 235   

(72%)  

- - 

Cash-for-assets (CFA) 246,000 54,804 (22%) - - 1,230,000 728,345 

(59%) 

Urban Cash transfers  15,000 14,976 

(100%) 

- - 39,141 39,071 

(100%) 

 
TOTALS 

 
2,267,000 

 
989,025 
(44%) 

 
20,946 

 
8,803 
(42%) 

 
1,269,141 

 
767,416 
(60%) 

 

 
Source: WFP Kenya 
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WFP will scale up its activities to reach 3.75 million people from November as agreed with the 
Government of Kenya. This excludes about half a million beneficiaries targeted through nutrition 
interventions. The food pipeline for the next two months appears stable but is it anticipated that 
food distributions will be hampered by rainy weather conditions, inadequate transport capacity to 
move food to remote locations, and late arrival of expected shipments from abroad. 
 

 NUTRITION 
 
The first cycle of blanket supplementary feeding (BSF) proceeded well (start dates in targeted 
districts ranged between 22 August and 29 September). The second phase of BSF has started, 
with the following progress reported: in Marsabit, the BSF distribution is complete; in Samburu, 
the second cycle of BSF started on 17 October and is ongoing; in Turkana, Isiolo and Mandera, 
the distribution has been completed for a few areas while other parts of the two districts await 
more stocks. Partners are providing complementary treatment such as deworming, 
immunization and vitamin A supplementation as part of a comprehensive programme package. 
Individuals found to be malnourished are being referred to health facilities for treatment. Heavy 
rains have hampered the delivery of stocks, especially in Garissa, Wajir and Mandera.  
 

 HEALTH 
 
The dengue fever outbreak in Mandera and its environs is believed to have affected about 40 
per cent of the local population of some 80,000 people; however, only five deaths suspected to 
be connected with dengue were reported. The Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation (MoPHS) 
is conducting vector control activities including fogging, larviciding and indoor residual spraying. 
The treatment for dengue fever is palliative. Vector analysis for the virus is ongoing by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). However, more chemicals are required for 
vector control activities.  
 
Turkana County and the Kakuma refugee camp are experiencing a malaria outbreak, as are 
other areas of northern and central Kenya. The Ministry of Health (MoH), with partners, is 
assessing the magnitude of the problem in Turkana, West Pokot and Samburu. A WHO 
Technical Expert is supporting partners in the investigations in Turkana County. 
 
The measles outbreak, which started in January, continues, with sporadic cases being reported. 
Twelve cases tested positive for measles 1gM (conducted by KEMRI/CDC laboratory), and 53 
cases line listed so far. Cases are seen in the adult population mainly from Kalokol, Turkwel, 
Kerio and Central areas in the North Rift. No deaths have so far been recorded. Interventions 
include case management, vitamin A supplementation and measles mop-up campaigns. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
 
The onset of rains has improved water access in the arid and semi-arid areas, prompting some 
NGOs and District Water Officers to plan water trucking exit strategies for the coming months.  
Adequate hygiene practices and improved sanitation remain priorities in the wet weather. 
Hygiene promotion training-of-trainers courses have been conducted in Turkana and Isiolo in 
collaboration with MoPHS. Participants in the trainings included MoPHS Public Health Officers 
and relevant NGO stakeholders covering Turkana, West Pokot, Marsabit, Isiolo and Samburu. 
Training in Garissa will be conducted from 31 October - 3 November and will cover Garissa, 
Ijara, Wajir, Mandera and certain parts of Somalia. The outcome of the training will provide 
increased capacity for hygiene promotion to trainers who will subsequently facilitate hygiene 
promotion training for community health workers. In Garissa, heavy and prolonged rainfall has 
left roads impassable, and the local distribution of WASH NFIs remains a constraint in many 
areas – e.g, trucks carrying soap and water filters to Wajir and Mandera have not yet reached 
their destination, a week after the agreed arrival date. 
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 EDUCATION 
 
The Ministry of Education is proposing to retain children in schools for feeding programmes 
during the next school holidays which begin in mid-November; however, this is still under 
discussion with partners who may be required to support the operation. The purpose of retaining 
children in school is to ensure that life-saving measures such as food assistance, nutrition and 
water and sanitation programmes continue to positively impact on children affected by prolonged 
drought conditions.  
 

 AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 
 
Rains have begun improving pasture for animals and food security, but with eight million animals 
having been lost as a result of drought, combined with flooding in some areas, conditions remain 
difficult in many parts of the country. The rains are also leading to an upsurge in conflict, as 
pastoralists return to their old areas.   
 
With  the rehabilitation of 12 irrigation schemes nearly completed  in Turkana, Marakwet, 
Baringo and Garissa, Siaya and Kisumu counties, FAO is seeking funds to replicate the 
rehabilitation of ten more community-managed irrigation projects  in selected counties in North 
Eastern, Eastern, northern Rift Valley and Nyanza Provinces. Irrigation schemes supported by 
FAO and other partners are already enjoying fruitful harvests despite the drought. 
 
Purchase and distribution of a total of 1,617 tons of various drought-resistant seeds by 
FAO/Government/GTZ is slated for completion by end-October, in time for the current  October 
Short Rains planting season. Over 200,000 vulnerable farming families in marginal agricultural 
areas are set to benefit.  
 
Because of expected flooding in flood-prone areas along Tana River, Nyando River and parts of 
North Eastern Province, 400,000 doses of Rift Valley Fever vaccine are being procured to 
bolster government mitigation efforts.  
 
III.   MULTI SECTOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES 
 
After disruption of services following the kidnapping of international aid staff in Dadaab, life-
saving health services are continuously being provided, although aid agencies have scaled 
down operations. Health services are being provided through three hospitals in Dagahaley, Ifo 
and Hagadera camps. Health posts and outreach work is implemented through refugee 
community health workers, with serious medical cases being moved to hospitals through 
community ambulances. Kenya Red Cross has moved in to support provision of life-saving 
services in areas where gaps have been left. Aid workers are distributing food rations to 
refugees in different sections of the camps. Water supply is available in most areas, except in 
the new sites where water is being delivered by truck daily.    
 
Routine activities such as income-generating projects, social services and infrastructural work 
were temporarily suspended following the aid worker abductions. 
 
Heavy rains last week caused flooding in some parts of the Dadaab camps. UNHCR says health 
workers are reporting cases of pneumonia and watery diarrhea. Drainage, waste management 
and sanitation issues in the new sites will need to be addressed as soon as possible to prevent 
flooding and disease outbreaks. With more rains expected, flooding could slow down aid 
delivery in the sprawling Dadaab camps. 
 
At the request of the Government of Kenya, IOM has temporarily stopped all transportation 
assistance for refugees arriving to Liboi from Somalia, due to the ongoing Kenyan military 
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Aeneas Chuma,  
Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
parkerb@un.org, +254 733626131 
 
Patrick Lavand’homme, Deputy Head of Office 
lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602326 
 
Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting and Analysis 
mwapet@un.org, +254 728601291 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail ochakenya@un.org 
OCHA press releases are available at www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

operation in Somalia. IOM is working in close collaboration with Kenyan authorities in support of 
refugee transportation and shelter programmes in Dadaab. 
 
IV.   COORDINATION 
 
An Inter-Sector Meeting held on 25 October discussed, inter alia, emergency prioritisation areas 
for response that could be supported with the US$1.2 million Emergency Response Fund (ERF) 
current fund; the need to prioritize the protection and education sectors, which are critically 
underfunded in the Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP); and increased protection 
concerns and access to education for children affected by conflicts in pastoral areas. There was 
also a recommendation to address host community needs in the northeastern region through 
strengthened collaboration with local NGOs in light of the increasing restricted access of foreign 
aid agencies because of insecurity. OCHA will be consulting with the sectors further in coming 
days as to which activities can be recommended to the Humanitarian Coordinator for ERF 
funding endorsement. 
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator hosted a Donor Humanitarian Coordination Meeting on 24 
October. Concerns were raised about the increasing insecurity along the Kenya/Somalia border 
region (northeastern Kenya) which is impacting on humanitarian access to drought-affected 
populations and increasing security risks for aid workers.  
 
V.   FUNDING 
 
As of 24 October, $503 million of the requested $741 million has been funded in the Emergency 
Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP 2011+). $122 million has been committed outside the 
EHRP appeal. 
 
Sectors funded at 40 per cent or less include: WASH 
(40%), Agriculture and Livestock (24%), Health (17%), 
Education (16%) and Protection (7%). 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

741 million 
requested (US$) 

68% 
funded 


