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HIGHLIGHTS/ KEY PRIORITIES 
• Cholera caseload nears 17,000 
• 14 million children under 5 targeted during polio vaccination days 
• Over 250,000 children vaccinated against measles in Province Orientale 
 
General Overview 
 
• 14.3 million under-5 children were to be targeted during the third round of the National Immunization Days against 

polio launched on 20 October. The immunization campaign is coupled with the provision of vitamin A and de-
worming medicine. Since January 2011, 84 polio cases have been reported in DRC, making the country the most 
affected in Africa. Three provinces are mainly affected: Bandundu, Bas Congo and Katanga. The cost of the 
three-day campaign, to run from 20 to 22 October, is estimated at around USD 8.6 million and funded by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, USAID, Rotary international, UNICEF, WHO and the governments of  Germany 
and Japan.  

  
Population Movements  

• 273 DRC refugees living in the Republic of Congo have returned spontaneously to Dongo (Equateur Province) 
during the week. To date, 2,026 spontaneous returnees have been registered in Dongo (of which 1,021 have 
already been verified in the database of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Impfondo and Betou. UNHCR has distributed essential items to 927 of them and is assisting in the construction of 
houses for the most vulnerable people who lost their homes during community violence in 2009. 9,554 
spontaneous returnees were also recorded in Libenge, mainly returning from the Central African Republic. In a 
related development, the occupation of homes by members of the national army is one factor that is limiting the 
return of refugees. A recent assessment reported that at least 120 civilians’ houses in Dongo are occupied by 
soldiers. A joint committee has been put in place to evaluate the situation and propose measures to end the 
occupation. 

• Over 600 internally displaced people (IDP) arrived in four camps coordinated by UNHCR in Masisi Territory in 
North Kivu. As of 30 September, around 75,000 IDPs were living in 31 UNHCR-managed camps in North Kivu. 
Over 600,000 people are internally displaced in North Kivu.   

 
         
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Education 
• 287 children, of which 157 girls, are not enrolled in school and have restricted access to healthcare, according to 

a recent survey conducted by a local NGO in Dungu, Province Orientale. 60% of these children are members of 
IDP families. The assessment took place from 26 September to 06 October and was supported by the Ministry of 
Social Affairs. There are around 23,982 IDP families in Dungu area.       

 
Food Security and Livelihoods 
• The World Food Programme (WFP) provided 295.5 tones of food to assist 21,187 people, including host 

communities in Dungu and Faradje Territories (Haut-Uele) in Province Orientale. NGOs Samaritan’s Purse and 
ADSSE will ensure the distribution on the ground.        

 
Health 
• As of 20 October, 7,323 cholera cases, of which 405 deceased, have been reported in the four provinces- 

Bandundu, Equateur, Kinshasa and Province Orientale- where a cholera epidemic has been declared since June. 
315 cases have been recorded in the past 10 days in the four provinces. Nationwide, DRC has reached 16,680 of 
which 482 deceased. Only three provinces – Bas Congo, Kasai Occidental and Kasai Oriental – have not 
reported any case. Limited access to clean water and poor sanitation facilities are among the major factors in the 
persistence of cholera in the DRC.    

• According to the health authorities in Haut-Uele District (Province Orientale), 251,850 children under-5, 
representing 95% of the target population, were vaccinated against measles in September. The immunization 
campaign against measles took place in 14 health zones. In some areas, such as Doruma, the vaccination rate 
hovered around 60% due to bad roads and insecurity.  



• Around 70% of maternities in Ituri (Province Orientale) do not have appropriate birthing bed and nor do women 
have access to family planning services, according to the UN Population Fund (UNFPA). UNFPA is supporting a 
campaign launched last week by district authorities in Bunia to accelerate the reduction of maternal mortality. 
Around 15% of women face complications during deliveries out of the 300,000 annually-registered births in Ituri 
District. The campaign is part of the African Union policy on the promotion of health, and sexual and reproductive 
rights. 

 
Nutrition 
• To respond to persisting malnutrition in Equateur Province, international NGO Adventist Development and Relief 

Agency (ADRA) installed 30 outpatient nutritional therapeutic units in Bokonzi, Gemena, Kungu, Libenge and 
Tandala in the Health District of South Ubangi. Around 860 malnourished children have been admitted so far, 
units, 44% of them in the Gemena Health Zone. A nutritional screening organized in April revealed a global acute 
malnutrition rate of over 10% throughout the province.  

 
  Water and Sanitation (WATSAN) 
• 165 water chlorination points have been installed to respond to the cholera epidemic in Equateur where the water-

born disease has already affected over 2,920 people of which 159 death. The epidemic was declared in mid-June 
2011. The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), Médecins Sans Frontières, Oxfam GB and the DRC Red 
Cross are among main actors in the province.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

         

For more information, please contact: 
 

Yvon Edoumou, Advocacy and Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, tel. +243-97-0003750 
Medard Lobota, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA DRC, lobota@un.org, tel. +243-99-2906633 

Sylvestre Ntumba Mudingayi, Assistant Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC, ntumbamudingayi@un.org,  tel. +243-99-8845386 
 

All this information and more is also available on http://rdc-humanitaire.net/ 
 


