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Essential Information: 

 Total Assessed Caseload:  
o 15,100 displaced people in shelters (Including TD 12-E and Santa Rosa 

Earthquakes).  
o More than 75,573 people directly impacted. 

 GoG issued a National State of Public Calamity. 

 WFP will run out of stocks. 

 Several communities are unreachable  

 11 rivers are in danger of overflowing. 

 Accumulative total MT distributed:  360 MT  

 Staff on location: 84 

 In country stocks (available for emergency response):  
376 MT Maize (PRRO 200043) 
69 MT Beans (PRRO 200043) 
68 MT Vegetable Oil (PRRO 200043) 

 WFP-GUATEMALA WILL REQUIRE ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY RESOURCES TO 
ADDRESS NEEDS AS AVAILABLE RESPONSE STOCKS WILL RUN OUT. 

 
 

1. HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 On 18 October, a National State of Public Calamity was published by the executive 
due to TD 12-E active since 11 October. National elections will be held on 6 
November. The GoG has opted to deploy an intense diplomatic activity, but not to 
make an international appeal.  

 As of 18 October, INSIVUMEH reports the approach of a Cold Front on the national 
territory. This cold front is expected to decrease temperatures and rainfall on 
Wednesday.  

 After several days of intermittent rain due to hurricane Jova, a low-pressure system 
northwest of Guatemala developed into Tropical Depression 12-E (TD 12-E). TD 12-E 
entered Guatemala on 12 October producing up to 15 inches of rain in some areas and 
has created an emergency situation in the country. 

 In the early hours of 12 October, the Committee for Disaster Reduction (CONRED) 
issued an Institutional Red Alert thought the whole country. This alert remains active 
for 19 provinces.  

 As of today, 11 rivers are in danger of overflowing which can further increase the 
number of those affected and also affect the already precarious state of the road 
system. 

 As of October 18th, 16:30hr, Official figures indicate there are 15,100 persons 
displaced in 112 shelters due to TD 12-E and the September Earthquakes in Santa 
Rosa. There are 36 deaths due to TD 12-E. 



 Reportedly, TD 12-E has caused damages to 20,613 houses, affected 166 highways (9 
destroyed), damaged 54 bridges (30 destroyed) and affected 26 schools (none 
destroyed). 

 CONRED estimates that all the current immediate response assistance being delivered 
is good and sufficient, if no major new developments occur. Reports from the interior 
are yet incomplete and NGO’s report several shortfalls. 

 
2. SECURITY 
 

 WFP staff is all well and accounted for and in communication with UNDSS/WFP should 
any security issue arise. 

 The transportation system has been severely affected by the rains caused by TD 12-E, 
166 highways have been affected. The damage to the transportation system is making 
it more difficult to bring humanitarian help to the affected communities. The road 
system has been hit by mudslides, landslides and damaged or destroyed bridges. As 
of today, 11 rivers are in danger of overflowing which can further increase the number 
of those affected and also affect the already precarious state of the road system. There 
are communities that are unreachable by roads. WFP is arduously looking for 
strategies to reach these communities. The local association of helicopter owners and 
some air force helicopters are available to support transport of HEB. 

 
3. POLITICAL SITUATION 
 

 On 18 October, a National State of Public Calamity was officially published by the 
executive power due to the effects created by TD 12-E since 11 October. This 
procedure, different from a National Emergency declaration has been done in such a 
way not to affect the November 6th Presidential election. The GoG has opted to deploy 
an intense diplomatic activity, but not to make an international appeal. 

 
4. OPERATIONAL ISSUES 
 

 The Country Office remains fully operational. There are a total of 16 UN Emergency 
Missions in Guatemala directly related to the damages of TD 12-E. WFP is working in 
12 of those missions to bring assistance to those in need. 
 

Emergency Missions 

Destination Route Agency 

Jutiapa CA-01-OR WFP 

Suchitepequez CA-02-OCC WFP 

Escuintla CA-09-SUR WFP 

Izabal CA-09-N WFP 

El Progreso CA-09-N WFP 

Retalhuleu CA-09-SUR WFP 
Alta Verapaz CA-09-N WFP 
Jutiapa CA-01-OR WFP 
Peten CA-09-N WFP 

Quiche R-15 WFP 

Retalhuleu CA-02-OCC WFP 

Zacapa CA-09-N  WFP 

Chiquimula CA-09-N CA-14 WFP 



Santa Rosa CA-01-OR WFP, UNESCO, OIM 

Santa Rosa CA-01-OR UNICEF, OIM 

Jutiapa CA-01-OR OPS/OMS, UNDP 

 

 Other field staff, working closely with CONRED and various NGOs members of the 
Humanitarian Network, remain in their different geographic areas coordinating actions 
of response, monitoring and evaluating the necessities of the affected communities. 
WFP is looking to reinforce interventions through collaboration with NGO partners such 
as CARE, Plan, CRS, SHARE and others. WFP coordinated with CRS and Caritas on 
shelters in Retalhuleu. 
 

5. CONSTRAINTS   
 

 The Government is concerned about the impact on the agriculture sector due to TD 12-
E, in general most maize and beans crops were already mature, ready for harvest or 
already harvested. The crops affected are: maize, beans, sesame seeds, potatoes, 
and tomatoes, among others. These losses can impact food procurement and may 
further increase food prices in the coming weeks, worsening the food security situation 
of the poorest population. 

 On 17 October, FAO indicated at least 5,808 ha of maize were lost due to TD 12-E. In 
some areas 60% of all crops were lost. These losses were in areas where FAO 
currently has projects. According to FAO, since 2 October maize prices have 
increased by 10% nationally, but in some affected areas the prices have risen by at 
least 25% (Northern Region of the country). Bean prices have also increased. 
 

Figure 1National Maize Prices 

 
 
 
Figure 2 National Bean Prices 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
6.  PROGRAMMING ISSUES 

6.1 Target populations/beneficiaries 
 

 The departments of Escuintla, Jutiapa, Petén, Izabal, Santa Rosa, Sololá, 
Quetzaltenango, Chiquimula, Chimaltenango, Jutiapa, Quiché and Retalhuleu have 
been the most affected by TD 12-E.  

 In the next hours, the numbers of reported people affected or displaced could increase 
significantly due to continued rains and following the arrival of evaluation teams in 
communities. It will also take more time to establish an approximate number of people 
affected by TD 12-E, due to CONRED personnel constraints and transport limitations. 

 
6.2 Assessments 
 

 WFP and FAO are assessing food security nutrition in the affected communities and 
identifying families needing assistance, in coordination with local partners. Recovery 
initiatives are being planned. 

 Three teams (total 9 people:  PNUD, OIM, UNESCO, OPS, UNICEF y PMA) of UNETE 
are in the field (18/19 October) to assess the immediate needs in Santa Rosa and 
Jutiapa. 

 
 
6.3 Food Distributions 
 

 As of 18 October, CONRED has distributed 160 MT of supplies and another 230 Mt 
are underway (food and supplies for personal use) to the affected families. 

 As of today WFP, in close coordination with local authorities (MAGA, SESAN and 
CONRED), delivered 352 MT of 20 day food rations. In addition, as of 16h00 today, 
WFP/CONRED have distributed 8.8 MT HEB for 3 days/person. This makes a total of 
360 MT distributed to some 49,788 individuals.  
 
 



Figure 1 WFP Distributions 

 
 
6.4 Monitoring  
 

 As of 18 October, INSIVUMEH reports the approach of a Cold Front on the national 
territory. This cold front is expected to decrease significantly temperatures and the 
amount of rainfall on Wednesday.  However, the cold temperatures will represent 
another challenge for those still displaced in shelters. 

 WFP field monitors, in their distinct geographic areas, are monitoring the effect of the 
food security situation caused by TD 12-E.   

 
6.5 Pipeline And Food Supply 
 

 As a result of the current monitoring and evaluation of the emergency situation, 
communities were identified that require food assistance. At this moment, food 
requests are being prepared in order to programme and quickly distribute food to the 
affected families in need.  

 After the current distributions only 513 MT of commodities remain for emergency 
distribution. The stocks do not include CSB which is particularly important for children. 
800 MT of beans from Brazil/Australia arrived 16 October at Santo Tomas port, but will 
not be available for the next weeks due to unloading and fito-sanitary regulations. 

 

In country-stocks Oil CSB Beans Maize Total 

Guatemala 67.99 0 69.40 376.35 513.74 

 

 WFP in coordination with CONRED (AEROCLUB-private companies, and the 
Guatemalan Air Force) organized transport by helicopter during the past weekend. 
However, they were unsuccessful at distributing HEB due to climate conditions. 
CONRED/WFP continued to distribute HEB by road. 

 

Department Muncipalities
Communittie

s
Families Beneficiaries MT Reason

SANTA ROSA 2 15 247 1,235 8.984 Santa Rosa Earthquakes

SANTA ROSA 2 9 315 1,575 8.662 Santa Rosa Earthquakes

ESCUINTLA 1 7 363 1,815 19.965 TD 12-E

SOLOLA 6 7 55 273 3.003 TD 12-E

IZABAL 1 1 53 265 2.915 TD 12-E

PETEN 2 16 300 1,500 16.500 TD 12-E

CHIQUIMULA 1 1 12 60 0.660 TD 12-E

CHIMALTENANGO 3 4 43 215 2.332 TD 12-E

QUETZALTENANGO 2 5 56 280 3.091 TD 12-E

JUTIAPA 4 10 400 1,997 21.967 TD 12-E

SANTA ROSA 4 12 132 660 7.260 TD 12-E

QUICHE 3 11 58 291 4.801 TD 12-E

ESCUINTLA 5 58 7,007 35,035 192.692 TD 12-E

ALTA VERAPAZ 5 22 974 4,080 53.570 TD 12-E

ZACAPA 1 4 129 507 5.577 TD 12-E

Total 42 182 10144 49788 351.979



7.    LOGISTICS 
 

 WFP with the assistance of UNDSS  is monitoring highways affected by TD 12-E in 
view of their impact on missions and transport.  

 Transit is still restricted in 35 roads and is blocked in 7. TD 12-E has caused 
mudslides, structural damage, landslides and the collapse of roads in 12 departments.  

 As of 18 October, there are 11 rivers in danger of overflowing. The already precarious 
state of the transportation system can worsen if rivers overflow. 
 

8. COORDINATION/ EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
 

 An OCHA mission came on 17/18 October to assess the response and strategies to 
TD 12-E.  

 The UN DMT/UNETE met 17 October, and evaluated different scenarios of the 
emergency situation.  

 Meeting in CONRED: the Executive National Director of CONRED, the RC, WFP as 
leader of UNETE,  UNICEF as co-leader of UNETE, met this morning to coordinate 
response with GoG. GoG thanked for support, explained current situation, indicating 
the response had been good, although they still had some areas they could not reach. 
Also the food insecurity effects and health consequences were a concern to the GoG. 

 ECHO convened a meeting to discuss the actions taken by various NGOs and UN 
agencies. ECHO in considering a funding decision of some 3 million Euros for the 
Central American Region (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua). 

 The Humanitarian Network held a meeting 18 October to exchange information, 
organize as sectors, and coordinate geographic interventions and further actions in the 
field.  

 All though the Guatemalan Government has not made a call for international aid yet,  
CONRED food stocks are almost exhausted. Some ready to eat meals are being 
procured but the process is very lengthy. 

  
9. TCIT/ETC 

 

 E-mail, telephone and radio communications have been fluid all day. 

 WFP has an Emergency Email Account, WFPEmergencyGuatemala@wfp.org, which 
is being used to manage information flows regarding the emergency. 

10. OTHER/MISCELLANEOUS  
N/A 


