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This report was issued by UNETE Honduras. It covers the period from 17/10/2011 to 18/10/2011. The next report 
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The low pressure system continues carrying moisture and producing rainy conditions in the Central-South of 
the country. State of emergency in two departments (Valle and Choluteca), declared by the national 
government (Decree 60/2011) on the 16th of October has been extended to 10 other departments (Cortés, 
Comayagua, Francisco Morazán, Copán, El Paraíso, Colón, Intibucá, Olancho, Yoro y La Paz).  
Main figures of affected population –over the last seven days- are: 13 people has died; 12,000 people 
displaced -out of 70,000 people affected-; 9,000 people already assisted in shelters. 
Regarding damages to infrastructures: 32 affected roads; 34 damaged roads; 8 affected bridges; 8 damaged 
bridges; 7 destroyed bridges; 42 damaged schools; 5 health facilities affected but operational. 
UN will issue a press release expressing its solidarity with HND and reporting relief actions undertaken. 
 

 
Agriculture  
5,400 hectares of agriculture land affected. 
FAO is already conducting field monitoring in the affected areas, mainly in the South Region and 
municipalities nearby the border with El Salvador. Joint Secretary of Agriculture/ FAO impact assessments on 
crops will be undertaken once the weather conditions improve. Al least five days will be needed to complete 
these assessments in order to know the scale and nature of the damages and define a response strategy.  
 
Early recovery 
Meeting on early recovery, including government, NGOs and UN System, convened for the 19th of October. 
 
Emergency Shelter 
The amount of displaced people in shelters has increased to 8,762. COPECO has identified the need of aprox 
5,000 mattresses to be distributed amongst the affected population. 
 
Food and Nutrition 
WFP has already distributed 22 MT to cover the food needs of 1,450 families from Choluteca. Additional 
60MT (38MT for Choluteca; 22MT for Valle) will be made available to cover aprox 1,500 families over a 
seven-day period. 
 
Health 
5 health facilities damaged by floods but remain operational. 
Secretary of Health has already deployed personnel in the shelters to cover health needs of the displaced 
population. Up to date, 1,545 people have been attended by these teams. Most attentions were related to: 
skin diseases; acute respiratory diseases; diarrhea; eye infections. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
State of emergency initially declared by the government in two departments (Valle and Choluteca) has 
been extended to 10 other departments, although main damages remain in the initial two. Limited access to 
affected population/ areas due to severe damages in infrastructures. Reported affected population figures 
continue to grow, although no accurate data available yet. Gaps in Logistics and Watsan sectors already 
identified.  
 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Upon request from the Secretary of Health, PAHO/WHO will consult with its Regional HQ to identify available 
supplies such as water purification tablets, water quality control kits and Tamiflu. 
PAHO/WHO regional office is currently considering to launch a sub-regional appeal which would include 
Honduras. 
 
Logistics 
Access for assessment and aid distribution seriously limited due to damages in road infrastructures and 
weather conditions. 2 helicopters were made available to reach currently isolated communities. Airlifted 
distribution to be made should the weather allows.  
Decision has been made to convene the Logistics Cluster as soon as possible. 
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Water provision remains as a priority.  
COPECO has also initially identified as priority need within this sector: 40,000 hygiene kits. 
WASH Cluster held a meeting today to identify main needs, available resources within the organizations and 
to design a strategy to support COPECO. 
 
Education 
UNICEF, along with the Departmental Education authorities and its partners –World Vision and Save the 
Children-, has already prepositioned 18 “School in a Box” kits to provide education for 1,440 children currently 
living in shelters. 
 
 

 
 The International Humanitarian Aid Coordination Centre was activated by COPECO on the 17th of October. 
 UNETT already activated. 
 Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) is already coordinating all humanitarian response actions both with 

COPECO and its local counterparts in the affected areas. HCT held its first meeting today. Main points for 
action were: all needs assessments conducted by the member organizations must be reported to COPECO; 
HCT members in the affected area must join and support the COPECO Emergency Operation Centers in 
the South Region. 

 UNCT held an ad hoc meeting today to analyze the situation and to consider, if necessary, to conduct a UN 
System joint assessment to identify the impact on livelihoods and to set up a recovery strategy. This action 
would be coordinated with national authorities and the HCT. 

 Donor community (G-16) was convened to a meeting today by the Honduran government for briefing on the 
events and to request their support for relief aid and livelihoods recovery. 
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Please contact: 
Honduras:Miguel Barreto, Resident Coordinator a.i. 
miguel.barreto@wfp.org , +504 2236 9002 
 
Honduras: Hernán Aguilar, UNETT Coordinator 
hernan.aguilar@wfp.org , +504 2236 9002 
 
Honduras: Ginés Suárez, UNETT Co-Coordinator 
gines.suarez@undp.org , +504 9970 2627 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


