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Tropical Depression 12-E in Central America
Situation Report No. 1 
17 October, 2011 – 22:00 hrs  

 
This SitRep is produced by OCHA in collaboration with the humanitarian partners.  It is issued by the Regional 
Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.  It covers the period from 14 to 17 October.  The next sitrep will be 
issued in/or around 20 October. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 
 Intense rains caused by Tropical Depression 12-E caused floods, landslides and death, along with 

economic losses in Central America and Mexico 
 Near 570 thousand people affected by the rains in 7 countries. 
 El Salvador: rain levels are the highest registered in the last 50 years. 
 El Salvador:  the government has launched an international assistance request. 
 Honduras: the main access road to Choluteca, in the Southern part of the country -the most affected 

zone- is interrupted. 
 Nicaragua: Lake Managua could surpass its maximum level (record), and force the evacuation of 

nearly 3,000 people. 
 Nicaragua:  Cases of H1N1 influenza in shelters are concerning health authorities. 

 
II.  Overall Vision of the Situation 

 
Six (6) countries in Central America are in state of alert from the rains that have been reported since 12 
October, consequence of Tropical Depression 12-E, which has already caused human and economic losses 
due to floods in lakes and rivers. 
Tropical Depression 12-E was formed on 11 October, in front of the coast of the state of Chiapas, Mexico, 
and to this date has left near 570 thousand people affected in the region (see table and map below). 
 
TABLE OF CONSOLIDATED AFFECTATIONS  MAP OF AFFECTED AREAS 

 
COUNTRY 

AFFECTED 
PEOPLE 

 
DEATHS 

EVACUATED 
PEOPLE 

SHELTERED PEOPLE 
(Number of shelters) 

Costa Rica 1,000   600 (--) 

El Salvador 150,000 32 32,343 21,617 (261) 

Honduras 38,247 13 10,473 7,668 ( -- ) 

Guatemala 154,000 29 8,426 8,206 (--) 

Nicaragua 134,000 8 9,146 9,100 (102) 

México 92,500 -- -- -- 

TOTAL 569,747 82 60,388 47,191  

Sources in countries are national institutions or government media – on 17 Octuber 2011 Sources of data on maps are reports issued by Reliefweb 

 
Costa Rica 
To this date, 1,000 people have been evacuated, some to relatives’ homes, others to several shelters 
organized by the National Emergency Commission in the affected zones.  Continue to monitor the event 
and green alert is activated for the Atlantic Huetar region and yellow alert for the Central Pacific region. 
 
El Salvador  
According to the Environment and Natural Resources Ministry (MARN), data surpass historical registries 
since 1960. 
 
The government of El Salvador has launched a humanitarian assistance request to the international 
community in order to tend the needs from the emergency and support for rehabilitation and reconstruction. 
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It is estimated that 150,000 people were affected in the coastal zone, but there is still no official data for the 
rest of the country.  Until noon, 17 October, rains left 32 people dead, 3 missing, 32,343 evacuated and 
21,617 sheltered in 261 shelters. 
 

 

Table with record rain 
volumes in El Salvador.  
Tropical Depression 12-
E accumulates more 
rain than hurricane 
Mitch in 1998, and 
exceeds the record rain 
levels since 1960. 

 
Honduras 
The government issued a declaration of emergency in the South zone on 16 October, specifically for the 
departments of Choluteca and Valle, which were the most affected by rains. Currently, the road to the 
affected zone is blocked, which delays delivery of humanitarian aid.  Rains persist in the Southern zone, 
which continues to be in red alert, and classes have been suspended by the Education Secretariat. 
 
Eleven departments remain in yellow alert.  They are: Comayagua, La Paz, Intibucá, Lempira, Ocotepeque, 
Copan, Santa Bárbara, Cortés, Atlántida, Colón, and Francisco Morazán).  
 
Guatemala 
The government declared a State of Public Calamity at national level, although has not requested 
international assistance, has requested its embassies to ask for assistance in their respective countries.  
According to the information provided by the National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (CONRED), 
almost 110 thousand people have been affected, more than 5 thousand sheltered in 53 shelters.  An 
estimated 7,900 estates –where the affected people live- have reported low, moderate or severe damages. 
 
Departments of Chimaltenango, Chiquimula, Escuintla, Huehuetenango, Jutiapa, Petén, Quetzaltenango, 
Quiché, Retalhuleu, Sololá, Suchitepéquez y Totonicapán remain in red alert. 
 
Currently, 10 rivers have risen above alert levels, and the Santiaguito and Fuego volcanoes are under 
constant monitoring, since they presented major activity from the rains. 
 
Nicaragua 
Low pressure has caused damages in 13 out of the total 15 in the country.  Official media mention that 
President Daniel Ortega declared “State of Disaster”, stating that near 134 thousand people were affected, 
near 12 thousand families had losses at different levels: their homes flooded, destroyed or damaged.  Near 
9,100 people are in 102 shelters in the country. 
 
The Nicaraguan Institute of Territorial Studies (INETER), reported that the levels of lake Managua reached 
42.20 meters above sea level, 43 cms. near the historical record of 2010, which would cause the immediate 
evacuation of 3,000 people (600 families) to shelters.  Authorities study the possibility of declaring a red alert 
for Managua. 
 
Communities of San Francisco Libre, Department of Managua, Las Mojarras and Cuatro Palos de León are 
isolated and were evacuated during the weekend by air. 
 
The United Nations Emergency Technical Team (UNETE) and other NGOs are performing damage and 
needs assessments in several departments to determine and quickly direct response to the needs of the 
population. 
 
México 
There are reports of at least 10 deaths and 3 missing persons from the landslides and floods in rural and 
urban zones.  In Tabasco, where 6 out of the 10 existing rivers have flooded, there are reports of at least 
92 thousand people affected. 



Informe de Situación OCHA 
 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effectively humanitarian 

actions principles in collaboration with national and international actors. 
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action.  

3 

 

 
III. Humanitarian Response and Key Needs 

 

 AGRICULTURE 
 
El Salvador 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAG), through the technical personnel from the National Center 
for Agricultural Technology (CENTA), and in coordination with FAO, have assessed the situation in 73 
municipalities, making a loss in the production of corn of 23%; beans 10%, and rice 18%.  They also 
estimated aa 80% loss in the zone of Zapotitán (La Libertad), dedicated to the production of vegetables,. 
 
Guatemala 
In the department of Alta Verapaz, several communities were affected in different municipalities, in their 
maize crops, specifically in its harvest stage.  FAO’s report states that some 2,500 hectares have been 
damaged, affecting 15,300 people, representing an estimated in economic losses of USD $5.2 million (40.9 
million Quetzals) 
 
Honduras 
Official reports some 5,066 hectares damaged.  FAO is monitoring the situation in the field, especially in the 
southern zone of the country, and the border with El Salvador.  If weather conditions improve, an 
assessment will be made in coordination with the Agriculture and Livestock Secretariat on the impact to the 
agriculture. 
  
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTERS 
 
El Salvador 
According to official data, there are actually 32,343 people sheltered in 261 shelters, 6 of which were 
closed in Bajo Lempa due to floods.  Priority needs are:  potable water, hygiene kits, blanket kits, food 
packages and medicines for approximately 15,000 people for 60 days. 
 
Honduras 
UNICEF, along with World Vision has distributed 2,200 hygiene kits in the southern zone of the country. 
 
Plan International will support near 2,700 families in 37 priority communities in the affected zone.  Actions 
are focused in shelters: protection to children, psychosocial support to affected children, support in the 
implementation of alternative actions for the children to return to classes as soon as possible, distribution of 
food packages which include products of the food basket, distribution of a hygiene kit and distribution of a 
special kit for children. 
 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
El Salvador 
At national level, one of the priority needs is potable water.  Around 2,200 wells have been reported to be 
contaminated. 
 
The water and sanitation sub-commission of the Ministry of Health organized assessment missions to the 
shelters to evaluate water and sanitation. Departments visited: La Paz, Ahuachapán, Sonsonate, Usulután, 
La Libertad, Chalatenango, San Vicente, Santa Ana and San Salvador.  
 
The Water and Sanitation (WASH) cluster was activated.  It held a meeting with the participation of 19 
organizations, and agreed to gather information in a coordinated manner, to establish actions.  
 
Guatemala 
The Humanitarian Network, along with CONRED continues supporting and increasing actions in the following 
areas:  water, sanitation and hygiene, health, nutrition and preparedness for the protection of boys and girls 
in shelters.  A donation of $USD $394 thousand will be used to strengthen coordination mechanisms 
between participant institutions.   
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Honduras 
According to authorities of the Choluteca municipality, more than 150,000 inhabitants have no potable 
water due to flooding in the potable water bombing systems.  This will remain like this for at least one week; 
COPECO is coordinating the mobilization of potable water plants and water bladders for storage.  
 
The WASH cluster will meet with their counterparts on 18 October to start coordination actions. 
 

 FOOD 
 
El Salvador  
The World Food Programme (WFP) has delivered 10.27 metric tons (TM) of fortified cookies (family ration 
for 5 days), in the affected areas of the department of Usulatán (under Lempa and the area of Puerto 
Parada).  To this date, the Secretariat of Social Inclusion (SIS) has distributed 100 TM of food, equivalent 
to 11,850 family food rations. 
 
Guatemala 
The WFP distributed 204.8 TM of foods to the affected population. 
 
Honduras 
The WFP has distributed 17.6 TM to more than 900 families in Choluteca, and will increase this amount in 
approximate 45 TM additional (2,400 families for 7 days) only in the South. 
 
Nicaragua 
The government of Nicaragua has requested the WFP to reinforce the national response with food, 
technical assistance and logistics, and the immediate delivery of food for a period of 30 days for 18,000 
people.  First food distributions will be made from the central warehouse of the WFP in Sebaco and the 
departments of Esteli and Chinandega. 
 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
El Salvador 
The public sector maintains classes suspended, teachers will go to their daily tasks but their work will be 
focused in emergency response.  Classes will resume upon government’s notification. 
 
Some 257 School Centers (CE) are damaged.  These centers care for 85,932 students.  The estimated 
cost of damages is USD $4.1 million. 
 
UNICEF has provided support for the collection and systematization of information related to the education 
centers being used as shelters in response to the emergency. 
 
Honduras 
According to the Secretariat of Education, classes will be suspended in the Southern part of the country 
starting on 18 October. 
 
 

 EARLY RECOVERY 
 
El Salvador 
Assessment missions by the Education Technical Committee will evaluate the protection needs of girls, 
boys, adolescents and their families, with emphasis on psychosocial care. 
 
Honduras 
The road connecting the national capital with the southern region has been disrupted due to a collapse at 
Kilometer 34, between the towns of La Venta and La Herradura.  The Cluster, in coordination with the 
Secretariat of Public Works Transportation and Housing (SOPTRAVI) is assessing early rehabilitation 
works, which could be prolonged due to the size of the sinking. 
 
Currently, the only route connecting with the south of the country is through the Dry Corridor, which is only 
30% paved, extending the time of the trip in more than three hours -- normally a two-hour drive. 
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The Early Recovery Cluster will meet with its counterparts on 19 October to initiate coordination of actions. 
 
Nicaragua  
Nearly 250 kms of highway have collapsed; the repair works will require an investment of C$76.3 million of 
Cordobas (USD $3.4 million).  
 
 

 LOGISTICS 
 
Honduras 
The Logistics Cluster will meet with its government counterparts on 18 October to coordinate with 
COPECO the transportation of humanitarian aid and assistance to the affected areas. 
 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
El Salvador 
The HCT has agreed on the activation of the Protection Cluster under the leadership of UNICEF and the 
support of Plan International, Save the Children, the World Lutheran Confederacy, and the Salvadoran 
Institute for Women’s Development (ISDEMU).  In addition, it has been agreed to address cross-cutting 
issues, such as:  diversity, environment, gender and age condition, HIV/AIDS, mental health and psycho- 
social Support. 
 
 

 HEALTH AND NUTRITION 
 
El Salvador 
The United Nations Fund for the Population (UNFPA) is providing support to the Department of Health in 
reproductive and sexual health issues through two mobile (2) medical clinics inside the shelters. 
 
 
Honduras 
A team of Médicos del Mundo (Doctors of the World) in the region is providing support in coordination with 
departmental authorities of health.  Since October 17, Médicos del Mundo is mobilizing assessment teams 
as well as mobile brigades to the affected zones. 
 
 
Nicaragua 
In the Health sector, the Government reports 62 cases of H1N1.  The Department of Health (MINSA) has 
requested PAHO/WHO to support their response actions to fight the epidemic.  PAHO has confirmed a 
contribution of US$ 70,000 to purchase vaccines and logistics assistance. 
 
 

IV. Coordinación 
 
Panama - Regional Organizations REDLAC Partners  
On 17 October, REDLAC members held a meeting to provide and exchange information on the 
humanitarian situation, and the support regional organizations are providing to their offices in the affected 
countries.  Refer to the table on mobilization of regional staff. 
 
 
El Salvador 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has agreed to activate the Protection Cluster under the leadership 
of UNICEF with the support of Plan International, Save the Children, World Lutheran Confederacy, and the 
Salvadorian Institute for the Development of the Woman (ISDEMU). 
 
OCHA Regional Office has mobilized three (3) staff members (one regional adviser, Peru’s National 
Disaster Response Advisor and one Information Management Officer) who will work jointly with the 
Redhum Representative in the elaboration of the Flash Appeal.  
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Honduras 
On 17 October, the Permanent Commission of Contingencies (COPECO) activated the International 
Humanitarian Assistance Coordination Center. 
 
On 16 October, the UN Resident Coordinator travelled by road to the affected area (southern region) 
verifying the lack of access to the affected communities. The assistance by air is not possible due to bad 
weather conditions. 
 
The UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) is activated and the heads of UN agencies will meet on 
October 18th to develop a joint response strategy. 
 
The HCT is coordinating the response actions with COPECO and counterparts in the affected area.  They 
have scheduled a meeting for 18 October. 
 
Guatemala  
The HCT will meet on October 18 to analyze the country situation and to plan for coordinated response 
action (United Nations System, NGOs and CONRED) in response to the request of CONRED and 
government counterparts. The United Nations agencies are conducting monitoring activities, field 
evaluation missions, and issuing situation reports. 
 
OCHA Regional Office has mobilized a regional advisor to provide coordination support the HCT. 
 
 
Nicaragua 
The UNETT of Nicaragua has been activated. They held the first briefing during the weekend with 
participating of the Executive Secretary of SINAPRED.  During this week, the UN agencies will participate 
in the working meetings with the sectoral tables.  
 
The HCT will meet on Tuesday, October 18 to exchange and analyze information about the emergency, in 
order to support the Executive Secretary SINAPRED on a mapping of the network resources. 
 
 

V. Financing 
 
Even though El Salvador has been the only country that has requested international assistance, 
humanitarian actors have decided to support the other affected countries as well.  The table below shows 
some compiled resources that were reported by the correspondent donor institutions. 
 
In El Salvador, the United Nations Disaster Management Team (UNDMT) also agreed to request the 
following humanitarian finance funds:  OCHA Emergency Cash Grant (ECG), Central Emergency 
Response Fund – CERF, and Flash Appeal.  
 
El Salvador  

Agency US$ Description  

World Bank  25,000,000 To cover urgent needs of the thousands of affected people 

IFRC 218,000 Disaster Relief Emergency Funds (DREF) 

UNDP 100,000 Early Recovery funds to support the Resident Coordinator and national 
authorities 

USAID 50,000 -- 
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Guatemala 

Agency US$ Description  

IFRC 220,000  Fondos de Emergencia (DREF) en proceso de aprobación  

PNUD 50,000 Solicitados hace una semana, luego del movimiento sísmico. 

USAID 50,000 -- 

 
Honduras  

Agency US$ Description  

IFRC 300,000  Disaster Relief Emergency Funds (DREF) under approval process 

USAID 50,000    -- 
Note: Donations reported here may not be the only ones received.  They were the only ones reported to United Nations sources, at the 
moment of the issuance of this report.  To inform on contributions, send your e-mails to the focal points in the countries, as indicated 
below.  Values under approval processes may vary. 
 

VI. Contacts in the affected countries 
 
The information issued is compiled by OCHA ROLAC in colaboration with partners or from reports 
published in the countries.  For more information, contact the focal points in the affected countries. 
 

El Salvador  Dorte Ellehammer 
UNETT Coordinator 
WFP 
Tel: +503 2263-6144 
dorte.ellehammer@wfp.org 

Nicaragua  Ivonne Velásquez  
National Disaster Response Advisor  
OCHA 
Tel. +505-22661701 
ivonne.velasquez@undp.org 

Honduras Richard Terrazas 
National Disaster Response Advisor 
OCHA 
Tel. +504 2220-1100  
terrazas@un.org 

Guatemala  Willem Van Milink  
UNETT Coordinator 
WFP 
Tel +502 2333-5928 
willem.vanmilink@wfp.org 

OCHA ROLAC Rogerio Mobilia Silva  
Information Management Officer - 
OCHA 
Tel. +507 317 1748 
silvar@un.org 

OCHA NY  Martin Buettner 
Coordination and Response Division 
OCHA 
Tel. +1-212-96(3-0999) 
buettnerm@un.org  

 
For more information in regards to this emergency, please visit the following links: 
http://www.redhum.org  and www.reliefweb.int  


