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II. Situation Overview 

 

Access to affected areas is improving as the water is receding. However, the relief efforts remain hampered 

by funding constraints, with the Pakistan Flood Response Plan funded only at 18 % (US$ 64.5 million) of the 

requested amount (US$ 357 million). 

Cluster leads agencies indicated that, given the current funding, water, sanitation and hygiene supplies may 

only be available for just under a month. Emergency shelter supplies are estimated to last another three 

weeks. With regard to food, stocks will reportedly be available until the end of the month. If more funding 

is not received there will be serious shortfalls after October.  

Camp population has started to decrease as reported by the Shelter Cluster's Temporary Settlement 

Support Unit’s (TSSU). Approximately 20% of the displaced have already left the temporary settlements. 

The majority of those went home, however an estimated 5% shifted to another settlement, therefore 

facing secondary displacement. 

A Rapid Protection Assessment conducted by the Protection Thematic Working Group identified several 

protection issues, including restricted access to available assistance for vulnerable groups (female or child 

headed households, minority groups, disabled and elderly persons, as well as those who do not have or 

have lost their civil documents), lack of female-friendly spaces and various forms of violence against 

women, as well as the presence of unaccompanied children. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

Needs: In addition to the 8.9 million affected persons as estimated by the NDMA, 6,791,067 acres of land 

have been affected and over 1.52 million houses have been damaged. There are currently 610,982 persons 

residing in 2,509 temporary settlements. In Balochistan, 26,138 houses have been damaged or destroyed 

                                                 
1
 The Joint Assessment leading to the Rapid Response Plan launched on 15 September found 5.4 million persons affect but NDMA has updated the 

figures since. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• According to NDMA, more than 8.9 million1 people have been affected by the floods in Sindh and 

Balochistan. 

• 18% of the assessed funding requirements have been received so far (64.5 of 357 million US$ 

requested in the Rapid Response Plan launched on 18 September 2011). In the absence of 

additional funding, stocks will be depleted by the end of October. 

• Needs are increasing with the onset of winter, the outbreak of water and vector borne diseases, 

as well as the upcoming Rabi planting season. 
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across 10 districts. With the onset of winter, there is an increasing need for shelter, blankets and raised 

bedding, especially for the most vulnerable groups, such as children and the elderly.  

According to the Education ERWG, approximately 11,906 schools attended by more than one million 

children have been affected. These schools are either used as shelter (2,674 in Sindh) or damaged (9,232 

schools) in Sindh (8,820), Baluchistan (297) and Punjab (115) impeding the resumption of teaching and 

learning activities. 

Response: Summary of shelter distributions 

Province 
House 

 Damage 
Tents 

Plastic 

Tarpaulins 

Household 

(HH) 

Coverage 

Coverage Pipeline/HH 
Projected 

Coverage 

Estimated 

Gap 

Sindh 1,524,773 310,168 71,528 345,932 23% 27,000 24% 1,151,841 

Balochistan  26,138 1,335 - 1,335 5% 0 5% 24,803 

Total 1,550,911 311,503 71,528 347,267 22% 27,000 24% 1,176,644 

 

Also distributed were 106,224 blankets, 54,882 kitchen kits, 2,204 tool kits, 64,295 jerry cans, 2,582 

bedding and 123,358 mats.  

Partners of the Education ERWG have established 1,200 Temporary Learning Centers in Sindh, benefitting 

66,882 children and 922 teachers (11% of the targeted beneficiaries). 

To date, 94 protective spaces have been established by Child Protection Working Group members in flood 

affected districts, supporting 20,375 children with psycho-social, recreation and learning activities, and 

providing safe and private meeting space to 884 women.  

Gaps & Constraints: Even after distribution to the 347, 267 households, data indicate that 77% of the 

affected households in Sindh and 95% in Balochistan have not yet received any shelter assistance.  

The slow rate at which water is receding will delay early recovery activities. 

 

 FOOD SECURITY 

Needs: The Joint Rapid Assessment revealed that 3 million people were in need of immediate food 

assistance in the provinces of Sindh and Balochistan, with reports of high levels of child malnutrition. 

Support for the upcoming Rabi planting season commencing in November is critical to ensure both food 

security and livelihoods recovery. This would require funding for both seeds and critical on-farm 

rehabilitation works to be undertaken by FAO and WFP. Damage to irrigation is of additional concern as 

around 80% of wheat planted in Sindh is irrigated.  

Response: With September food distributions, 76% of the overall needs of 2.9 million vulnerable people 

in the Sindh province were covered by the humanitarian community.
2
 Since the beginning of the flood 

emergency, WFP has delivered nutritious food products to over 300,000 children. For special groups, 

separate distribution counters have been set-up and the direct delivery of food rations has been arranged.  

Marooned communities have been provided food assistance in 4 districts through the deployment of 17 

boats. 

Food Security Cluster partners have provided emergency support to farming families and surviving animals. 

The Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research, through the Green Rural Development 

Organization, has provided a cash grant of PKR 5,000 (approx US$ 55) to 630 families in Tando Muhammad 

                                                 
2
 WFP, 21 local and international implementing partners and 15 NGOs implementing their own projects and Government actors in the initial priority 

districts of Badin, Mirpur Khas, Tharparkar, Umer Kot, Sanghar and Shaheed Benazirabad. 
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Khan district. In Kahirpur District, the Organization of Social Development Initiatives has vaccinated large 

and small farm animals. 
 

FAO is reaching nearly 20,000 households (approximately 140,000 people) with the provision of emergency 

animal fodder rations as well as hundreds of thousands of de-worming tablets to be distributed in the 

districts of Shaheed Benazirabad and Mirpurkhas in coming days. 

Gaps & Constraints: Due to exhausted in-country stocks, the Government is scaling down its 

assistance in October leading the Food Security Cluster partners to scale up their activities in the face of a 

funding shortage with only 16% of the required US$174 million funded. 

 

 HEALTH 

Needs: Since the beginning of the floods, approximately 806,000 consultations of patients have been 

reported to the DEWS from the eight severely flood affected districts in Sindh province. 290,965 cases were 

reported through DEWS of which 18% were related to Acute Respiratory Infections
3
 15% to skin diseases, 

13% to malaria and 11% to acute watery diarrhea. Consultations show that water borne diseases (including 

AWD and BD), vector borne diseases (including dengue & malaria) and ARI are rising in the severely 

affected districts, thus calling for urgent response. Establishment of ARI treatment centers need to be 

planned and arranged soon before the cold season starts, to effectively and efficiently respond to higher 

numbers of ARI cases. 

Other urgent needs include:   

• immunizations and immunization campaigns;  

• maternal, newborn and child health coverage;  

• strengthening of  essential services  including local health authority  medical teams  and female 

health workers; 

• water and sanitation (more than 96% of the 294 water sources tested by WHO environmental 

health teams in all severely affected districts of Sindh were found to be contaminated and creating 

a major public health risk). 

Response: Health Cluster Partners, including WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, NGOs partners, in close 

collaboration with NHEPRN and the Provincial Health Department are providing regular health services in 

all affected districts of Sindh. WHO and UNFPA provided essential medicines to cover 573,000 persons. The 

provision of 11,500 mosquito bed nets by WHO in coordination with the Malaria Control Program is 

underway and will suffice for 23,000 individuals. WHO-DEWS teams are regularly visiting relief camps and 

health facilities for intensive active surveillance to detect and address the epidemic prone disease alerts on 

time. They responded to 49 alerts and outbreaks of AWD, neonatal tetanus, tetanus, measles, mumps, 

suspected malaria and dengue in the nine districts of North Sindh. WHO DEWS also visited 81 health 

facilities for ongoing DEWS sensitization and motivation on timely DEWS reporting and regular feedback. 

Through the deployment of 88 teams in relief camps in seven districts of Sindh, UNICEF has ensured that 

some 183,300 antigens (measles and polio) and Vitamin A were administered to children and women 

during immunization campaigns. UNFPA supported 30 mobile health teams providing maternal, newborn 

and child health services
4
. Newborn Screening Centers have been established and vaccinations undertaken 

when needed. Due to the outbreak of many polio cases, polio and EPI teams have adapted short 

intervention dose strategy which will cover 30% of the affected population. 

                                                 
3
 ARI, URI = 15% and LRI = 3%. 
4
 Antenatal care was provided to 14,328 women; postnatal care to 2,823 women; information on health issues, breast feeding and nutrition to 

10,635 women. 
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In terms of nutrition, UNICEF established 32 Outpatient Therapeutic Programmes (OTP) sites in five of the 

eight most affected districts.
5
 24,424 children under five and 4,103 pregnant and lactating women have 

been screened for malnutrition.  876 severely malnourished children have been registered for OTP, while 

1,668 moderately malnourished children and 784 pregnant and lactating women were registered for 

Supplementary Feeding Programmes. 10,033 affected women have participated in 480 infant and young 

child feeding sessions. Trainings on Nutrition Information Systems (NIS), Community Management of Acute 

Malnutrition (CMAM) and Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) are ongoing. During September, 96 health 

care providers and information managers have been trained from DOH and implementing partners. 

Gaps & Constraints: The Health response needs to be strengthened in the affected districts of 

Sanghar, Tharparkar and Umerkot as the presence of fewer partners has left gaps: for example, there are 

no implementing partners for nutritional interventions in the Tharparkar district. 

In Both Sindh and Balochistan, the funding flow from the donor community has been cautious for lifesaving 

health services; only 12% of the total appeal of US$ 46 million has been received. 

 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Needs: Access to safe drinking water and sanitation facilities remains a critical issue in flood affected 

areas. Although significant progress has been made in the past weeks to address WASH needs in temporary 

settlements, coverage is limited and hygiene conditions remain poor. In Sindh, out of a 2.5 million target 

population, 906,000 persons in temporary settlements are in critical need of life-saving assistance in terms 

of drinking water (water purification material, such as aqua tabs and pure sachet), sanitation facilities and 

WASH items (water buckets, jerry cans). 

The unavailability of female hygiene kits, undergarments, emergency lights and separate toilet and bathing 

facilities for women and girls has been identified as exacerbating their vulnerability. 

Response: In Sindh, WASH life-saving response covered approximately 491,646 people with continuous 

access to safe drinking water, that is 54% of the immediate target in temporary settlements but less than 

20% of the overall WASH Cluster target of 2.5 million. About 57,500 people (6% of the targeted population), 

have been reached with inter-personal hygiene education, and approximately 85,582 persons, including 

43,637 women and girls, with sanitation facilities (10% of the target). Additionally, over 78,000 people have 

benefitted from the distribution of approximately 13,700 hygiene kits.  

The Public Health Engineering Department in Sindh is supporting the installation of 40 reverse osmosis 

water treatment units across various districts, among which eight are already functional in Badin. These 

units will allow Cluster agencies to scale up the provision of safe drinking water. 

In Balochistan, 19,100 people have been provided with safe drinking water in the districts of Naseerabad, 

Kalat and Khuzdar, which represents approximately 15% of the preliminary target. 3,800 persons have 

benefitted from the distribution of hygiene kits and jerry cans.  

In conjunction with the Health Cluster, WASH Cluster agencies have supported response to suspected 

outbreaks of AWD. The response included the distribution of water treatment options, jerry cans and 

intensive hygiene promotion in outbreak areas. UNICEF and WASH Cluster agencies are also preparing for 

Global Hand Washing Day, to be celebrated on 15 October; activities include mass media campaigns on the 

importance of hand washing with soap.   

Gaps & Constraints: In Balochistan, the limited information on needs represents a major challenge.  

WASH Cluster agencies are working to bridge information gaps and begin to scale up the response. Access 

to the flooded areas and lack of accurate information on needs and response from institutions outside the 

Cluster system remain a main challenge. 

                                                 
5
 Badin, Mirpur Khaz, Shaheed Benazirabad, Umerkot and Tando Muhammad Khan. 
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There are few options for sanitation interventions in water logged areas and the various alternatives to 

traditional latrine construction have limited cultural acceptability. The poor water quality in the area is 

another challenge, as well as the spread of the population in numerous, small temporary settlements. 

Only 14% of the WASH portion of the 2011 Rapid Response Plan has been funded, slowing the WASH 

response. Smaller agencies with on-ground capacity are unable to attract funding support. 

The ability of Cluster agencies to mobilize quickly in districts not affected by the 2010 floods remains 

challenging for various reasons, including difficulties in recruiting qualified staff to support the scaling up of 

the response. 

 

 

In response to requests from the NDMA and WFP, the Logistics Cluster has facilitated the deployment of 14 

boats to Sindh Province to be operated by Fisher Folk, a local NGO. Seven boats are being used in Sanghar, 

Mirpurkhas and Nawabshah to facilitate food deliveries on behalf of WFP in areas still inaccessible by road 

(each boat having a cargo capacity of 1.5 mt); seven boats are being operated in Nawabshah, Sanghar, 

Jodho, and Naukot, and are serving to provide emergency medical assistance and aid in evacuations at the 

request of the NDMA. 

The Cluster is also providing road transport for inter-agency humanitarian cargo in response to specific 

requests for support. During the reporting period, at the request of People in Need, the Logistics Cluster 

provided transportation for 14.73 mt of food items from Punjab to Tando Allah Yar. Further transports 

request from AWF and ICF are currently being processed.  

In Addition, the Logistics Cluster is providing the humanitarian community with temporary inter-agency 

storage in ten facilities located across Sindh. Currently storage space is being allocated to WHO (168 m3 of 

WASH items), Handicap International (425 m
3
 of health items) and NRC (345 mt of food items). 

The Logistics Cluster is also extending its support to humanitarian organizations participating in the flood 

response by providing GIS services. Regularly updated maps are available depicting access constraints and 

logistics infrastructure. 

Currently a lack of reliable information regarding population data in water locked areas in constraining the 

ability of the Logistics Cluster to accurately evaluate logistics gaps and subsequently the support needs of 

the humanitarian community. Additionally, a lack of pipeline information from other humanitarian actors 

currently involved in the flood response is limiting the ability of the Logistics Cluster to accurately forecast 

storage requirements or anticipate transportation assistance requests.  
  

IV. Coordination 

 

During the reporting period, workshops were carried out in Sindh, Balochistan and at the national level on 

the Response Plan Revision. Participants included the Government, NGOs, Cluster Leads and UN partners.  

At the national level and following the national plan, the Joint Detailed Humanitarian Assessment was 

rolled out during the reporting period. In Sindh and Balochistan, training took place at the provincial level 

and assessment teams have commenced data gathering.  

  

Logistics 
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All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-

mail to: fts@un.org. 

 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
Janique Thoele, Reporting Officer, thoele@un.org, +92 346 856 3642 
Humaira Mehboob, Public Information Officer, mehboob@un.org, +92 346 856 3656  
For more information, please visit http://www.pakresponse.info/.  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org 
 

 

V. Funding 


