
Visits 
 

Liberia President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf visited Grand Gedeh County on Friday, 15 April, meeting with refugees at 
five locations in the County. She assured them that the Liberian Government would ensure their safety and     
security while in the country, and also handed over food and non-food relief items. The refugees expressed grati-
tude to the President for hosting them in Liberia and for the donations.  The UNHCR Representative accompanied 
the President during her visit.  

Special Representatives of the UN Secretary-General (SRSG), Ellen Margrethe Løj, and US Ambassador to Liberia,          
Ms. Linda Thomas-Greenfield visited Grand Gedeh County over a two day period from 11 April to assess the  
overall humanitarian situation following the recent influx of refugees.  

A joint Government of Liberia and UN mission to assess the refugee situation in Maryland County was conducted 
on Tuesday, 12 April. The joint team comprised the Ministers of Internal Affairs, Health and Social Welfare, the 
Chief Medical Officer of Liberia, the Deputy SRSG/Humanitarian Coordinator/ Resident Coordinator, Moustapha 
Soumaré, and Heads of UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP and WHO and senior UN staff. The team visited two border entry 
points, the Bishop  Ferguson Transit Centre and the proposed site of a refugee camp in Little Wlebo. They met 
with refugees and local authorities. 
UNHCR’s Representative and the Executive Director of the Liberia Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement       
Commission (LRRRC) Cllr. Wheatonia. Y. Dixon Barnes visited Grand Gedeh, Maryland, Nimba and River Gee 
Counties during a two week period. 

A FAO mission from Rome visited Grand Gedeh, Maryland and Nimba Counties to discuss needs and identify   
potential gaps in the food sector. They met with Government, UN and donor representatives. 
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HIGHLIGHTS AND SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 

According to UNHCR, a fresh influx  of Ivorian refugees has been reported mainly in Liberia’s southeastern Grand 
Gedeh County, with a total of 13, 834 Ivorians arriving in Liberia in Toe Town, Janzon, Pohan, Boe, Bawaydee 
and Tempo communities following news of the arrest of former President Laurent Gbagbo on Monday, 11 April.  
The refugees, who are of Guéré ethnicity, have stated that they initially moved from their towns and villages to 
the border area inside Côte d’Ivoire, but later decided to cross into Liberia  after hearing of reprisal attacks in 
Abidjan against Gbagbo’s supporters. Some of the new arrivals are being relocated to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Ziah Town transit centres in Grand Gedeh County.   

With the new influx in Grand Gedeh, UNHCR estimates that more than 150,000 Ivorian refugees have crossed 
into Liberia since November 2010. This includes 43,978 individually registered refugees. 

According to UNHCR, while Ivorian refugees continue to cross into Grand Gedeh, the trend of new arrivals into 
Maryland County has progressively decreased with new arrivals reported through Kableken and Duokodi border 
crossing points,    according to UNHCR. The overall refugee population in Maryland County  as of 17 April 2011 is 
11, 643 refugees, including 5,042 at the Bishop Ferguson Transit Centre, 4,500 estimated to be in communities 
and 2,101 registered in host communities. A verification of Ivorian refugees was undertaken at the transit cen-
tre,  while 442  refugees who initially settled in Dakay Town and Kablaken communities along the border were 
relocated to the transit centre.     
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HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

Food 

Shelter in host communities 

Water and sanitation facilities 

Qualified health workers in the field 

Ambulances in Maryland County 

 
RESPONSE AND COORDINATION 

Protection 

In Grand Gedeh County, three Registration clerks in the Tempo Axis were deployed to conduct registration for 
refugees living in Yeoh, Tempo, Garleo, Clotetee, Tarloken, Bao Town and surrounding villages. 

On 13 April, an Ivorian medical practitioner, who is amongst a group of refugees in Flah Town, Grand Gedeh, 
reported that a large number of refugees have been living in the town since 27 March. He said there were a 
number of newborn children amongst the refugees, whose mothers were not producing milk due to lack of 
food.  The next day, a UNHCR and CARITAS registration team visited the town and registered 142 refugees, a 
majority of whom were women and children. 108 of these refugees were transported to the Ziah Transit     
Centre where they have been allocated tents, provided food and NFIs, and high energy biscuits. UNHCR will 
continue with the relocation of the remaining refugee population in Flah Town.  

LRRRC, UNHCR and UNMIL Human Rights section followed up on the 97 persons suspected to have entered 
Liberia with weapons.  

In Maryland County, the recruitment of 80 border monitors has concluded. They will undergo protection   
training on 16 April and will participate in the Level 2 registration at the Bishop Ferguson transit center, before 
being posted to entry points to conduct border monitoring and registration of new arrivals.  

In collaboration with LRRRC, protection monitoring was conducted in Cavalla, Maryland County, where five 
villages near the border are hosting up to 2,000 refugees who are yet to be registered. The refugees have  
indicated that they do not want to be transported to the transit center. 

IOM assisted with the return of 54 Guinean nationals, as well as 22 Ghanian nationals on an UNMIL flight to 
Accra. IOM also assisted 161 Liberian migrants to return to their County of origin. 

In Nimba, the Red Cross Movement restored contacts between refugees and their family members in Ivory 
Coast through 90 free phone calls. Two separated children were newly registered and eight cases followed up. 
LNRCS and Ivorian Red Cross volunteers conducted eight tracing awareness sessions jointly with the ICRC staff 
in various communities. In Grand Gedeh, 66 phone calls were made to restore family contacts, 15 Red Cross 
messages collected and 4 separated children were newly registered. 

 
Food Security and Nutrition 

17, 022 beneficiaries received food in April. According to WFP, a total of 651 MT of food have been distributed  
to a total of 30, 120 beneficiaries since January 2011.     

WFP is planning three airlifts of rice from Niger to Monrovia (18-20 April), while an agreement with measures 
to expedite the import, export and transit of relief consignment in emergencies has been signed between the 
UN and the Government of Liberia.  

The bridge over the river at Zorgowee in Nimba County is in need of urgent repair. Aid Agencies have been 
forced to resort to the manual transfer of food between trucks on either side of the bridge on 13  April to    
enable food delivery at Beo-Yoolar/ Tartuo. 

In Nimba (northern Logatuao axes), 20 communities participating in the LNRCS/ICRC swamp rice project have 
started clearing and brushing the fields to be planted with seed rice. 

 

Shelter 

There are currently 3,225 refugees at the Bahn Refugee Camp 

DRC has commenced construction of 2 transit shelters at the Little Wlebo camp site in Maryland County, the 
first of which is close to completion.  

100 tents have been erected at the temporary site at the women's centre in Ziah town, Grand Gedeh County.  

Cases related to polygamy have been a challenge when allocating tents/shelter in Maryland County.  

As of 15 April, 113 of the 215 tents set up at the Zorgowee Transit Centre were allocated to refugees. 
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Health  

The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MOHSW) and UNICEF donated assorted drugs and medical supplies 
to officials in Maryland County to address the shortfall in the County. UNHCR has donated one interagency 
health kit, and WHO one supplementary kit. WHO is allocating an additional supplementary health kit to the 
Maryland County Health Team. UNFPA has donated one Reproductive Health kit and drugs for treatment of 
STIs, as well as 45,000 condoms for distribution in Nimba County. 

The MOHSW is mobilizing qualified health workers to be deployed in health facilities in counties where there 
has been an influx of refugees, and  at transit sites. To date, 26 health professionals have been mobilized 
(includes 5 deployed at the Toe town refugee transit site). 

In Grand Gedeh County, three ambulances are being used to improve referrals for both refugees and host 
communities. 

A total of 788 refugee outpatient consultations, 29 in-patient admissions, 9 emergency operations and          
16 acute cases of diarrhoea were reported in Maryland County. 1,007 refugee outpatient consultations,         
75 in-patient admissions were reported in Grand Gedeh County, and 2,301 outpatient consultations            
(50% refugees) were conducted in Nimba County. 1,588 children were immunized in Nimba County. 

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Water supply managed by UNICEF and OXFAM-GB is maintained at 65,000 litres per day at the Bishop        
Ferguson transit site; OXFAM-GB has completed 100 latrines and 35 bath shelters at the Transit Center in 
Maryland County: 60 latrines for women, 40 for men, 20 bath shelters for women and 15 for men.  

OXFAM-GB has commenced excavation of 12 pit latrines at the transit centre in the Little Wlebo camp site . 

In Nimba, the Red Cross Movement continued to run a water purification and distribution unit in Buutuo, 
which provided on average 35'000 litres of water per day for up to 13,000 refugees and residents. The               
assessment with regard to the possible construction of two new wells, 16 latrines as well as hygiene             
promotion for the local community was completed. In Grand Gedeh, two wells were rehabilitated in       
Bawaydee. 

 
Logistics  

UNHCR received three reconditioned trucks and 19 light vehicles. 

A total of 61 containers with no-food relief items have been unloaded and stored at the UNHCR compound.   

The road condition to Beoyoolar and other surrounding towns in Nimba County has deteriorated as a result of 
two days of heavy downpour. There are lots of broken down vehicles mainly trucks and other light vehicles at 
critical points, making it difficult for aid 
trucks to pass. 

Work has also been completed on a second 
UNHCR warehouse in Monrovia. NFI for 
50,000 refugees were received from        
Copenhagen and Dubai (for Liberia stocks, 
and regional stockpile) and transported to 
the UNHCR warehouses. 200 plastic rolls 
and 5,000 tents arrived from  Copenhagen; 
500 tents were positioned to Robertsfield 
International Airport for airlifting to Accra 
on UNMIL flights. 

The delivery of NFI to Saclepea, including a 
buffer stock for 13,500 people, has           
continued, keeping with stock availability.    

Two containers, two trucks and NFI were 
dispatched to Harper in Maryland County 
on the UNMIL ship  M/V Caterina. 

 
Education  

Construction work on the primary school in Bahn Refugee Camp has been completed; 1,057 pupils (520 male 
and 537 female) have been registered for classes. Lessons will include French, English, Mathematics and 
physical education.  Nine teachers have been recruited by Save the Children to teach in the school.  

UNICEF has commissioned the printing of 225,000 text books for use by Ivorian refugee children in Liberia 
which will be transported by UNHCR from Dubai to Liberia, upon completion of printing.   
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CHALLENGES 
 

Bad roads in some of the districts 

Additional measles vaccines 

Lacking  of funding 

The rainy season 
 
 
FUNDING  
 
As of 19 April 2011, US$ 84, 198, 105 million has been committed or pledged for the refugee relief effort in Liberia.  
According to the Financial Tracking System (FTS) on 19 April, only US$ 42 million of the US$ 146 million EHAP has 
been committed.  
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REGULAR  COORDINATION MEETINGS – MONROVIA  
 

1. Humanitarian Action Committee (HAC): every Thursday, 11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

Venue: Jordan Ryan Conference Room, Bryant building, Mamba Point (opposite UNICEF).  
Contact: Nyenetue Romeo Bloh, HCSO, UNMIL.   Email:bloh@un.org.  Mobile: 05319860 
 

2.     Operations Coordination Meeting: every Friday, 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Venue:  UNHCR Conference Room, Mamba Point (opposite US Embassy Gate 3) 
Contact: Dokie Nah, UNHCR     Email:Nahd@unhcr.org Mobile:06870817 

3. Sectoral meetings  

The Interagency Coordination Meeting, led by LRRRC and UNHCR, have been moved from Ganta to  
Sanniquellie.  It meets every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

Weekly sectoral meetings: Education (led by MOE) every Tuesday in Saniquellie; Protection sector (led by 
UNHCR) every Wednesday at UNHCR in Saclepea; Health and WASH sector (led by the County Health Team) 
every Wednesday in Sanniquellie. New sub-sector working group on child protection and SGBV, meets every 
Wednesday in Saclepea. 

CONTACTS 

1. For submissions to this sitrep, and general information: Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office: Nyenetue Romeo 
Bloh.  Email: bloh@un.org.  Mobile: 05319860 

2. UNHCR: Sulaiman Momodu (Communications Officer)  Email: Momodu@unhcr.org   Mobile: 06 493862  

3. UNICEF: Miraj Pradhan (Communication Officer)            Email: mpradhan@unicef.org        Mobile: 06282074  

4. WFP: Aaron Sleh                Email: aaron.sleh@wfp.org          Mobile:076500248 

5. WHO: Dr. Clement Peter              Email:clementp@lr.afro.who.int  

6. LRRRC: Edward Kemokai                                                                                                                    Mobile: 06-670822 

ASSESSMENTS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE 
 

1. Oxfam GB completed an emergency market mapping analysis (EMMA) in Grand Gedeh County. Contact: Susan 
Sandars at ssandars@oxfam.org.uk.  

2. Website of the United Nations in Liberia: www.unliberia.org  

3. UNHCR Information Portal:    info.unhcr.org/liberia  
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